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THE RUSSIAK KAVY. 

’Franslatcd, by pcrmission, from ‘I La Tic Contcmporainc ” bx Coni- 
mnndcr II. GAI:DETT, R.N. 

As Iiusso-French alliance and tlic statc of thc Russian Navy lirts a 
zood deal occupicd tlio attention of thc English Prcss mid cspcrt 
writers during tlic last tlircc months. it  may intcrcst somo rcndcrs of 
tho Journal to learn tho view of n French iiaval officer, (t wcll-known 
writcr on naval mattcrs, on thc prcsent fighting valuc of tho Russian 
fcct. On ono point in  his pnpcr, Iiowcvcr, I (lo iiot tliiiik that many 
ofiiccrs cithcr in  England or of foreign countries will bc fourid to 
:igrcc with him, viz., tliat tlic Russinn Black Sca fiect, in couscqucncc 
of Treaty regulations, mny bc lookcd upon :is “nnc quantiti! ubgligc- 
ablc ” in rcckoning possible combinations.-IT. G. 

I n  conscqucnco of hcr cstcusivc const linc, and of tlic fact that her 
cnaritimc fronticrs arc far npart from cach other, ltussir is obligcd to 
uiiaintaiii four flccts, c.wh having its own distinct pcrsoniicl and 
mati.rie1, ris. : the Bnltic, Black Sea, Caspian, and Sibcrian flects. 

Sincc tho \-isit of tho Russian squadron to Toulon, cvcry Vrcncli- 
man lins been asking, “What  is thc compositioo, d i n t  is thc 
strength, and what is tho real rnluc of the Russian naval forces ?” 

I n  o d c r  to rcpIy to thcsc qucstions, I shall contciit inysclf with an 
examination of tho ships possessing any fighting raliic, and sliall 
an i t  tlic nnmcrous rcsscls without. protcction 01’ specd, diicli  thc 
Russian Admiralty, following tlic cxamplc of otlicr uarnl Powers, 
maintain for spccinl service in times of pcacc, but wliicli, on tlic out- 
brcnk of liostilitics, will bc priidcntlj- consiyicd to thc slicltcr of 
harbour. I n  n word, I shall oiilrcite those ships wliich arc fit to fall 
into linc in CBSO of mar. 

I. Tlie Baltic Nce t .  

Sis sca-going battlc-ships.-Onc of tlicse, tlic donblc-tniwt ship 
4‘ Pctcr Velikic,” datcs from 1872, and has only spccd of 14 knots, 
but tho fivc otlicrs arc of qnitc recent construction (16S7-1603), 
have IL speed of 16 knots, and arc licnvily armourcd and carry power- 
f u l  armaments. 

Ninc arrnourcd cruiscrs.-Oiic of thcsc, Iaunchcd in 1667, ought 
scarcely to bo countcd under this hcad, as slio is dcficicnt both struc- 
turally nnd in fipccdaccording to modcrn ideas ; of thc rcmaining eight, 
five arc of a vcry modcratc spccd, SO tha t  tlicrc rcmain onlg thlmw, 
tho ‘‘ Rurik,” “ Admiral Nakhimoff ,” aud “ Pamyat-Azova,” which 
arc fully equal to all tho csigcncics of modcrn naval war. 
’ 20 armourcd const-dcfcncc ships.-All tlicsc ships nrc old, dating 
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lS‘3 THE IlUSSIhS SAYT. 

from l6G3 to 1SdS. Their speed is small mid armour piotcctiou 
WXlk. 

Threc nrnioured gunboats.-’l’hcsc arc quitc new, stcnni 15 knots, 
and arc lienrilj- armed. 
TWO protected crniscrs.-‘i’licsc rcsscls havc , an armonred deck, 

wliieli protects their Vitals ; one, tho ‘( Ryiidn,” lias n spec4 of oiilj- 
3 5 knots, bnt tlic other, tlie “Mmiral  Korailoff,’! steams 18.5, n speed 
sufiicicnt to mnkc her useful as n cruiser. 

Tlireo torpcdo-criiise~s.--911 new ~ ~ s s c l s ,  with n spccd of from 20 
to 22 knots. 

27 torpilleurs-dc-linutc-lncr.-Thcir speed varies from 19 to 25 
knots; they arc nearly nl l  of them excellent boats for tlicirwork. 
9.1 1st and 2nd class torpedo-boats for coast.dofence. 

11. l’hc Bltrclz sect E’Zcst. 

aotlerii sliips, tho oldest. 
haring been lauuclied in 11%; they are vessels of a vcrj* formidable 
type, heavily armourcd, and carrying a pc:ciilinrly licavy armamimt, 
and all havc a speed of from 16 to 17 knots. 
T w o  arrnourctl const-dcfencc sliipi.-‘l’licso arc tlic cclcbrntcd 

circular vcsscls, known ns Lhc I’opoffkns. 
Two tarpcdo-crnisers.-Tlicsc arc modern vcsscls ; ono has n spccd 

of 18.8, tlie 0 t h -  of 21 knots. 
1G torpiIlenrs-d~-liautc-mcr.-Tlieir kpccd vnrics from 18 to 2.3 

kilots; but the Intest, tlic ‘‘ Acllcr,” built lnst j d n r  by tlic scliichm 
firm a t  Rlbiiig, nttnined n spccd of 2 3 5  knots. 
T w o  torpedo-trniisports.--Thc.se vcsscIs, iiiifortunntcly, arc of slo\v 

Sc-icn 1 s t  cliss torpedo-toats for const defence. 

Pivc sea-going battlc-sliips.--Xll n1.c 

speed. 

111. Tlic Siberim nitd Cn.yiiin FloLilla.~. 

I n  Siberia Russia Lns n small squndron, consiiting of ,4 pinboats, 
A& torl)iIleurs-dc-haiitc-xiicr, and cj torpedo-boats for coast . dcfcncc- 
On thc Caspian arc 2 gnnLoats and sonic small steniiiers, wliicli are 
€01- patrol and policc dutF. 

IV. lTcrrels i j r  cmoye of’ Coi~~sh id ion .  

To tlie preceding ~csscls, ?I1 of d i i c h  arc ready for sea, 01. vciy  
ncariy so, must bc added tlic. sliips which arc not j e t  complete, but  
wliicli will bcforc long Ic added to thc cffectitc .strca,ntli of the 
Hussidn ,naval forces. In  course of cbustructioii ill,  tlic cliliiircnt jards 
0x1 thc, Ncvn arc 4 1st class battle-ships, 2 const-dcfciicc Lattlc- 
ships‘, mid 5 torpilleurs-ilc-liautc-mcr ; 9 aruioured cruiselu oE an 
improvcd “Rurik” type. Iinvo .‘just bceii laid dowfu, qnd anotlrer 
battle-ship . is to bo also imniedintcly comineiiccd, :is -well +s 2 
torpcdo-cruisers and 6 niorc torpillenrs-dc-liiiutc-mcr. ’ In  the 
Black Sea dockyards om 1st class battle-sliip, tlic’” Tliirc Saitits,” 
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TIIE RUSSIAN SAVT. 1s 1 

has lately h c i i  launcIicd, and t .so ~iiorc arc to bc laid down as early 
dl1 

t~1c.battlc-ships \+ill bc lieavily armourcd, powcrfully arn~ed, and 1inv.o 
may bc, whilc a torpedo-cruiscr is appro:ichink complction. 

spccd of 17.5 knots. 

Tlic abovc cln&ficatios iiiny bc cnllcd tlie gcograpliical grouping 
of thc Ihssian Snvy, nnd it niay bc intcrcsting if wo now plncc tho 
diffcrcnt elcmcnts in tactical ordcr, so that i t  may bc secn a t  a glance 
what efforts Russia will bc capablc of ninking nt the prcscnt timc in 
t l~c  cvcnt of a iinrnl war. I n  thc' first tablo wo slinll giro the uumbcr 
of ships of tlic offcnsirc flcct, or thc 1st line; in thc sccond, tho 
clcfcnsirc .fleet, or 2nd line. Tlic first tablc ivill thus g im thc fleet 
which will bc able to put to SCR to act on tlic offensive, thc second the 
strength of the flcct for defence of tho coast. 

Y'hc Flwt o j  :kc 1st Lhe. 
Jii .  tlic Baltic : 5 battle-ships, 3 arinourcd cruisers, 2 protcctcd 

In tlic I3lnck Sen. : 5 bnttlc-ships, G 1st class guii-TesscIs, 2 torpcdo- 
cruisers, 3 torpcdo-cruiscis, :uid 27 torpillcurs-dc-haute-mer. 

criiiscrs, : l id  16 torpillcurs-dc-hauic- mcr. 

E'lcet ?i the 2 d  Line. 

111 tl iu Unltic : 1 bnttlc-ship, 20 armourcd . coast-dcfciicc sIiil)s, 
(i :trmourcd cruiscrs, 11 2nd class craiscrs, and 90 coast-dcfencc tor- 

111 the Black Sca: 3 coast-dcfcncc battlc-ships aud 7 const-dcfcncc 
torpedo-boats. 

Of the Black Sca flcct it is Iiardly iieccssarj to  sIienk, as a t  prescnt 
its ixdius of action is confined to that ma, aud, sliould it bc wished 
to scnd i t  into tlic Jlcditcrrancnii, i t  W O U ~ ~  probably ham to forcc :L. 
passage tlirough tlic Bosphoriis and Dadnncllcs, as thc Turks 
jcalonsIy rcfusc the right of pnssngc to ships of wnr. In cnsc of lmr, 
tllcn, thesc Straits would bnvc to be forced, and, pntting Ynrkcy O I ~  
ono side, tlie Russian ships would probably find thcmsclres faco to 
face with n ccrtaiii po\~crffuI navy, whiclt is pIcascd to ccinsidcr itsclf 
as tlic,guardinn of the pnssagc into tho Archipclngo. Will Russia, 
thcn, play this great gamc? 

Tlic Baltic flect, tlicn, is tlic only onc which can be rcgnrdcd as tho 
activc flect of Russia, as its Europcan fleet in fact; and it is with this 
alonc, thcn, that we I i u ~ c  to deal, Thc proportionof tlic diffcrcn'uunits 
which coniposc i t  is satisfactory ; t l i ~  tiuubcr of criiiscrs in  ratio t o  
the brrttlc-ships is good, and that of the torpillcurs-dc-linutc-mcr high. 
With regiird to thc coast defciicc and otlier vcsscls of the second 
line, they mako up a presentablc forcc. 

Scltcting among tlic torpi l lours-d~-l ini i t~-~~ici~ tliosc haviug the 
liiglicst speed, tlie heaviest tonnagc, and :I suitable arinnment (tlic 
bulk of the Russian boats cnrly two 37 mm. Q.F. guns, stcam 21 
kiiots, and are orcr 100 tons displaccmcnt), it will be casy to attach 

1)cdo-boats. ' 

Wc may bc pcrrnitted to doubt it. 
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152 TIIE RUSSIAS XAYY. 

to cacli of tlie f i v ~  battle-ships two ‘‘ contrc-torpilleurs,” vAicli is the 
b a s t  nunibcr considcrcd indispensable for ewry bnttlc-ship forming 
p i r t  of a squadron. As scouts tlic eight cruisers wliicli figure in tliu 
preceding table would be employcd, and in this way n fighting liomo- 
gcncous squadron sufficiently rapid and snficiently protected against 
a n  enemy’s projcctilcs wonld be constituted. 

If, however, wo subtrnct from this squadron, as lias been donc, a 
battle-ship and tlirce cruiscrs in ordcr to form tlic Kaval Division in 
tho Mcditerrancan, it will be materially rcduccd, and tliere aro some 
who will be of opinion that thc llnssian Government w-onld have been 
xell advised if it liad given up tlic idca of organizing this division in  
;L scatvherc it is not obliged to takc action and liad retaincd its 
\vIiolc forccs in tlic watcrv of the n’ortli, wlicrc they could play a very 
active part against one of thc Navies of the Triplu Alliaricc. 

To this criticism thc reply is possiblc, that the inconvenience we 
hare pointcd out will gradually diminish in tlie future in proportioxi 
ns tlic new fighting units leave the Russian doclijards. Thnnhs, in 
&cct, to tlicse future units, it will not be long beforo Russia will have 
sufficient forces to  play not onlj- its rde in the Kortli, but also to 
providc a strong division for tlic Mediterranean. 

If this division i3 one clay to co-opcrate with us we haye n right to 
demand that it sliall be coiistitutcd in thc form most useful for  oirr- 
selves. At  tho present time, for ~xaiiiplc, onr  squadrons arc short, of 
cruiscrs, or, ratlicr, tlicy arc less abundnutly provirled with scouts 
rthan they on@. to be. Uuder these circumstances i t  wonld be better 
for thc Russian squadron to consist onlg of crniscrs. Thc bnttlc-ship 
is not required, as we hw-c more of thcm in the JIediterianean than 
the  Austrians and Italians combined, SO that n cruiser in p1:ice of the 
“ Emperor Nicolas ” would bc doub1,ly \\.elcome. 

W t l i  regard to tlic rille of Xussia in  tlie h’orth I do not thitili that 
I need say more. If circumstances call for tlicir support it is not 
aneccssnry to  be a great strategist to see that lier iinturnl mission will 
Qe to pnralyse the Gcrnian forces. 

But in our  satisfaction at  feeling onrselrcs no longer isolatcd in 
3.!urope, but tlic friends of a great nation, w e  must not loso sight of 
tlic wcak point in thcse nttractirc combinations; for tlie six wintcr 
months the Baltic is closcd by ice and all narigation suspended be- 
tween h’ovcmbcr and April. If war, then, is declared in March tlle 
Russian battle-ships, cruisers, and torpedo-boats will be immovablc 
.at Cronstadt, and the Qcrman forts and fiquadron will hare nothing 
to fear from tlicir assault. This annual immobility of the fleet will 
come to an end it is truc wlrcn Libau, wlierc for tho last firc scars 
great harbour works hare becn carried out (an immense basin, among 
othcr things, 5 km. square and with n depth of 32 ft., is being 
constructed), sliall liave Lccome as important, as complete, and ns 
w l l  fittcd out an  arsenal IS Cronetadt. The roadstead of Libnu, 
sitnated in Courland a t  the southern cstremity of tho Russian Baltic 
coasts, ~OSSCSSCS tlic grcat advaiitagc orer Cronstndt of nci-er Ercezing 
ovcr in  winter. 

When the new arsenal with its docks, buildins slips, &c., is com- 
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THE RUSSIAN NAVY. 183 
plctcd the maritime power of Russia will bc much cnlisuccd ; she will 
bc able to enter the lists a t  any time of tlic year. Shc will then not 
only liavc " a window overlooking Europe," as Petcr the Great de- 
lnnnded when he wanted to  d&-c the Swedes out of Finland, b u t  a 
n.al doorway by which she can lcavc whcncrer shc wislies. On that 
day it will be possible to count with certainty on licr action in the 
sort11 wlicn thc movements of hcr squadrons is no longer subject to 
the caprice of tlic scasons. 

It is an incontcstablc axiom that war in tho future will  procecd by 
rapid and decisive blows. So efforts arc made in all navies to assure 
tllc prompt readincss for action of the fleets, above all of the fleets of 
tllc first line. This rcadiness for action is a quality of such first 
jrliportance that 1 might mention a ccrtain navy of the Triplc Alli- 
allcc which, in spite of the excellence of its material, rcrriains in a 
state of manifest inferiority, because thc means have not becn found 
of concentrating rapidly in its ports the pcrsonncl ncccssnry to corn- 
mission fully the powerful and fnst ships of its first lirie. 

I n  order 
to place tlic G i s t  and second lincs of the Baltic fleets on a war footing, 
10,000 men are rcquircd, and 3,500 meu for tho saxiic purpose in tlic 
Black Sea. But, in tho groups of personnel organized in the ports. 
llridcr the iiamc of " Itquiq;aes," there arc now in tlic Baltic, 18,000 
men-not including 'tho equipage 'ilc la Gardc," wliicli tmnhrs 
2,000 men,-and 6.000 men in the Black SCL There is, tlicrefore, a 
considerable margin over tho numbers necessary for completing the 
~)crsonnel of the ships which liavc becn classed undcr tho heading of 
figlitirig ships. 

All tlie details and preceding considerations refer only to squadron 
warfare. If circumstances compel Russia to enter upon R cruiser 
warfarc, it is necessary to admit that thc number of cruisers capable 
of preying upon tho merchnnt ships of the encmy will be much rc- 
duccd. Among tho ressels, which arc ncitbci. armourcd or protected, 
we find that the speed only averages bctwccn 12 and 14 knots, which 
mrkes them qnitc incapable of chaeing 15- or 16-knot mail boats, 
which are not tlic most rapid of the comrncrcial Bccts. 

It goes witliont Lying tliat a certain number of fast. mail boats 
could be requisitioned in time of war, to serve as auriliary crnieers 
against an encmy's commcrcc. Russia possesses an organization 
peculiar to ikelf (there being nothing similar to it in other countries), 
wliicli msurcs to it, in case of need, 8omc excellent auxiliary 
cruisers. This institution is its rolnntcer or patriotic fleet, the crea- 
tion of which datcs back to tlie relilninarics of the trcaty of Bcrlin, 
when it was fcarcd that Englang would declare war with Russia. A 
national subscription, licadcd by the name of the LTciTditary Grand 
Duke (the present Czar) collcctcd in 8 few da js  so important a sum 
as to emblc them to acquire seven mail stcamcrs. 

This voluutccr flcct has for  its duty tlie trgnsportation of matiriel 
aud pereonnel of tlic State between Odessa, Vldivostock, and 

In this respect the Itussian Navy is favourably situated. 

TOL. X X I V I I I .  0 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
C

al
if

or
ni

a 
Sa

nt
a 

B
ar

ba
ra

] 
at

 1
2:

52
 2

1 
Ju

ne
 2

01
6 



184 THE RUSSIAX NAVY. 

Saghnlicn; and is subsidizcd by tlic Govcrnment ; Y I I O ~ ~ C O W I *  it  lirs the 
privilege of manning its mail boats by officcrs and mcii belonging to 
the -list of the Impcrial nivy. It is, tlicrcforc, in a m c q w c  R mixcd 
fleet, half: mcrchant and half naval. But in spitc of thcse intimate 
1)onds .with .tho Statc, it prcscrrcs a clinractcr of private indnstry. It 
tradca with nll tlic ports situated 011 its route, and lias acquircd tlic 
first plicc as importer of tca from China. Its profits are now con- 
sidcrablc. 

Encourngcd by the csccllcnt rcsults tlint 11ave follomd, the 
Russisn Gorcrnrncnt have dccidcd that the spccial flcet shall be 
not.ably augmcntcd ; to the scven ships they had, two new ones Iiavo 
already~been addcd, and short.1~- their number will be increased by 
eleven othcr TCSSCl6, which will stcam 20 knots, and which, con- 
structed with a Ticw of bcing eventually uscd as war ships, will be 
able a t  n short notice to be transformed into auxiliary cruisers as  
s&n as the political liorizon nssumcs a dark outlook. 

This surrcy.of tlic Russian Navy would be incomplctc if we did 
not spcak of. the military ports of Russia. They 3;pe 12 in number: 
five of the .first class, Cronstadt, St. Petemburg, Kicola’ief, Scbastopol, 
Vladivostcck ; and 6CYCXI of the second clrurs-Swcabo~g, Ravel, 
Archangel, Baku, natoum, Kicoldcfsk (on the rivcr Amour), Kngala 
(on the .Orus). Lnetly, quitc recently tlic port of Libau was in- 
augur&d as a fortified linrbour with an kcclat which provcs tho im- 
portance of this new maritime centre. 

Tho Hussian hnrboiirs are for tlio most part very strongly fortified. 
1’lic.coEst dcfciicc of the Baltic is undcr orpnizqtioxi. On this sea 
(the difficult ~ C C C S S  to wliosc coast forus a natural defence) the placcs 
most, strongly fortificd aro Diir!smiinde, Cronstadt, Wiboig, and 
Swcahrg. . Cronstadt is impregnable. We provcd this ourselves in 
1854 and 1855, We wcrc unable to do anythiiig against t h o  I J ~ R . C ~ ,  

and at  the prcscrit moment with its cross-fire.aud armoured forts 
overlooking B narrow, winding canal, 29 kilombtrcs in  length, 
Cronstadt can defy a11 ,bmbardmcnt. ’ Inkhe R!ack Sen, Scbastopol 
11.7‘6 becn ncn.11 fortified. Kcrtcli and Ycnikdc arc also :strong; 
Nicola’icff, Kiuburn, Otchakoff are siirroiindcd by niimcrous ,&fen- 
sin? work6 ; Azov, Batonm, nnd Poti 3rc being providccl with heavy 
guns. 

The ships of tlio Itussian Xaq-  arc Imilt a t  St. Pctcrsburg, cither 
at tlio Works of tho h’cw Admiraltj-, or a t  the Rdtic Works, which 
latter although a private yard, is fast becoming thc entire propcrty 
of the Statc. . In Finland, a t  . A h ,  tlio navy psscescs a11 iniportsnt 
yard for the coiistruction of small ships and good torpedo-boats. A t  
Cronstqdt thcro are only slicps for repairing and fitting out;  .but on 
tho other hand, a t  h’icolakf, thcrc are the Imperial building p r d s  of 
thc first importance. 

Amongst tho most 
activc arc tho Braiico-Russian Works, which arc altogcthcr Frcnch 
and d i i c h  ‘linvc’ built battle-ships and cruiscrs, amongst othcrs’ the 
“ Emperor Xicolas ” and tho “ Rynda,” which arc noti- in Admiral 

The private .yards build also for the navy. 
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TUX IWSSIAN XAVP. 185 

2\vcllan’s sqiiadioon, snd also tlic works of the Blaok Sea Conipmy, 
situated a t  Sebastopol. Besides tlic works on the Ncra, tlio Pontiloff 
and Tjora yards frcqucntly esecutc orders for thc Statc. 

Tho Russinn GoTerumcnt lias occasionally applied to thc French 
\rorkyards ; tlic cruiser “ Admiral Rorxiilcff,” one of the best of tho 
Russian ships, was built a t  t1ie’Loirc building yard, and a largo 
ntimber of torpedo-boats were ordered fyom 31. Normand, tho con- 
structor a t  Harrc. * .  Other torpedo-boats como from tho (‘ Schichau” 
p d s  in  Gcrmany,who turn out cscellent work. One must not 
draw sny onfavourablc conclusion RS to Ituesinn industry on account 
af tliesc (lenlings with strai1gc building p d s .  I n  effecting thcm thc 
Gorcriimcnt of tlic Cznr simply wished to acquire modcls. either to 
mpoduco or imitate. But thc Russian building yards are in pcrfcct 
-working condition (although thc cost of production is rclatively 
‘high) ; tho ships launched by thcm will bear cornprison with thosc oE 
-thc first navics in tho world. A last detail will finish tho charnctcr- 
?sation of thc progress of Russian industry. Until within tho last fcw 
yeam tho navy was indcbtcd to the Krupp Works for thcir artillery 
mat6rie1, now thcy turn out thcir own guns a t  the national works of 
iOboukhoff, and tliesc aro cxccllent. 

Such is tlie navy of Russia. .There arc not p t  a suficicnt number 
*f ships nor an cttic,icnt rcscrvc, but an immediate future will prorido 
them. Slio is, in fact, in a statc of rapid dcmlopmcnt. If shc follows 
tho rnovcmcnts of forcign navies, arid profits by tho innorations aod 
pcrfcctioiis realized by tlicm, she is still far from wanting in tlio 
initiatirc. Shc was tho first in 1855, during thc Crimcan War, to 
vsc torpcdoes, which wcrc thcn ~ d l c d  Jacobis, from tho nanio of 
tlieir inrcntor, onc of which did rast  dnmngo to tlic English ship 

Merlin.” Slic was ono of tho first to build monitors for hcr squadrons. 
Slic studdcd her coasts in good timo with nrmourcd forts. Shc was 
3-erj- marly tho initiator in thc emplojnient of “ torpillcurs-dc- 
1imte-mer.” Lastly, quitc rcccntly slic took tho lead in  building 
cruisers of n grcat tonnagc, which will pcrhnps bc one oftlic greatest 
features in thc navnl warfarc of the futurc. 

In this ccntury 
.of incessant conqucsts of industry and scicncc, n navy, to incrcase, 
must go with tho timcs. This is what tho Rassian Navy is doing. 

Ilowcrcr, cven with mat6ricl of the first order, even with ’a flcct 
powxfully nrmcd, combining forcc, profcction, and speed, thcsc tlirco 
prininry fact,ors of modern warfare, a nary cannot be ccrtnin of fulfil- 
i n g  tho high dcstinics for which i t  lins bccn prepared. 

“Trrnt vnut l’hommc, tant vaut la terre,” is thc saying of 
pcasants; ““ant vaut l’hommc, tant n u t  Is flotte,” sailors may 
say. 

In Russia a s:iilor has not as much practical crorcisc in his profcs- 
&on ns one could wish. Takcn from his villagc in tlic intcrior of tho 
Empire, hc is oftcn only a soldier living in  barncks during tlic 
greater part  of tho jcar, and serving nt sea for only n fcw months 
when tho Baltic Squadron is comniissioued aftcr tlir: brcaking up of 

This vitality is undeniably R sign of great forcc. 
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the ice. He is trained in militarycxcrcises, but the feelings of n 
sailor, \rhicli can .only come by being accustomed to the sea, arc 
gcneraily wanting. It remains, Lon-ever, to be seen, on tliese modern 
ships wIicrc all trace of sail has disappcnred and everything is sacri- 
ficed to the machinery for fighting the ship, whether tho Russian 
sailor may not prow sufficiently efficient. JIoreovcr, it must not bc 
forgotten that the conditions will be much changed with thc opening 
out of the port of Libau. There \\-ill not be secn, as there were at 
Cronstadt, numbers of ships abandoned during the sis moiiths 
of winter. Thanks to the future arsenal, wbich will become tho 
principal station for the Baltic fleet, and which is . in  reality tlic 
fnturc of the Ruminn Xmy, the sailors will get tho consfnnt 
practice nfloit which they liavo wnntcd so much up to the prcsent 
time. 

The oficcrs, on the other hatid, Lam always found in tho coui'sc of 
their career plenty of occasions for practising navigation, and for nc- 
quiring the necessary nautical knowledge and experience. Tbeyinerit 
tho epithet of seamen, whicli, in the laiiguago of our sailors, includes 
3.11 tlic indispcnsablc qualities. T h y  arc, moreover, well instructed 
in  everjthing whicli cor~ccrns the different bixnchcs of tlieir pro- 
fession. 

Re can rciider complctc homage to the courage of both o!licers and 
men. W e  know, moreover, since the glorious defence of Scbastopol, 
lion- to value their energy. Courage and heroism are traditions 
with them. They have prorcd this once again in their exploits 
during the last war with Turkey. 
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