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RUSSIAN INFAXTItY TACTICS. 

l3y Captain C. i COURT, Rifle Xrigde. 

TnE ISFLUESCE OF Somonov. 
IF anyone iwre to take tlic trouble to collcct the drill-books of Europe, to 
talnilatc their inforniatioii and collate all their iutenninablc rccomluenda- 
tions, n most striking similarity in all these polyglot regulations would, in all 
pmbability, appear as the distinguishing feature of the task nlien accom- 
plislicil. 

nut it ia nerertlieless true that each A m y  of cacli State holds to its ow11 
~ n r t i c u h r  and favouird forni of devclopment, in defiance of cvcry strait- 
waistcoat constriicted to crib, cibiri, niicl confine its individuality, and, thcrc- 
fore, if we only cvry mi iiquirv .as far as the dr i l l -hks ,  we get 110 further 
ntlvancctl in pcrictrating tlic military teudcncics of tlie infalltry of a foreign 
iirluy than n hsieeer wllo 11x5 only inrested n f o r t r w  without having got 
cvcii so far :IS tlie first 1iar:ilIel. h i d  this fact is ~inrticularly true as regards 
Russia. 

If niiyoiic glaiiccs at tlic cliaptcr on Tactics in that uiost aduiixblc 
statistical work, “Thc Ar~iietl Strciigtli of Russia,” he nil1 bc struck with tlic 
siruilarity between \\-lint is laid tlowi for the regulation tactics of the Tsar‘s 
Icgong, and wlint is the rule i n  otlicr States. ]hit regulations on all subjects 
arc merely the dry boiics of the military body, wliose flcsli ant1 bloocl, bimtli 
arid sinews, arc derived from soiirces often iiisuficicntly coneidcrcd by the 
sciciitific Otlicers wlio dm\v iip so elahi:itely tliese inanimate regulations 

Historical jirccedent and cnrefiilly fostered traditions have al\vv:~ys been the 
mniii c~iise of the cxistcncc of a national school of tactics, and one yi?not too 
soon and too unmistakably aftirni that siicli a scliool exists in Ihs ia  in morc 
elaborate pcrfcction and in more active ~ i r o p a g ~ ~ i d n  thin in any other military 
State. 

13y groping a b u t  in tlic darkness of drill regulations one might scarcli in 
vain for the ?ss\\-oid of the scliool, and, tliercforc, in onler to p i n  n clear 
insight into t r e  rcnl tendencies of Russian infantry tactics, it  is necessary t o  
clisciiss the ori;iu, rise, development, aiicl present condition of opinion regard- 
ing this most important question. 

If tlie secontlnry subjccts of cavalry tactics am1 raids liavc morc attrnctioii 
froiii tlic brilliancy of their surroiindings : if the dutics of that other 
auriljary, tlie artillery, provoke more warnitli of arguments, the drill and 
training of infantry must ever rciiiniii the p r i m  factor in the war eflicicncy 
of an llrriiy nrid a State. “Tlic Army-tliat is tlic infantry,” s a p  Prince 
Holicnlolic, with a siiblinie contempt for the prejudices and retensions of his 

in Arms,” 
s..ys vonder Gokg and it  is mainly on the wortliarid training of this “quecii of 
h t t l e s ”  that one can h e  accurate conclusioils ulmii tho eflicicncy of an 
army iu tlio field. 

111 Russian wars it  has always been the infantry that hns gken and 
sustained the runin sliock of battle, nor is it. necessiry to ,sing tlic p r a k s  of 
an arm that, to a certain extent, that is to say, so far rn its qualities of 
enclurancc, niarcliiw patience, and solidity are couccrned, is appraised at its 
right worth both $ts friends and its enemies. 

own arm in Germany : “Tlie infantry is the Army, tlie hatioii P 
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958 RUSSIAS ISF-\STILT TACTICS. 

Tlie fountlcr of the Russian ocliool of iiifniitr . tactics is iioiic other tllnll 
tllc iiuiiiortnl Sourorov, a ninn \\.liose ~n~mtim, h e  tliosc of ninny anotller 
g&nq wcrc only thoroughly npprecinted and acknowlcdged loiig after l l i j  
clcntll. It is true that Soavorov conimniidcd @cat nrmies nut1 gave mucll 
ntteiitiori to :ill arms niid brnnclics of thc Service, iiot crccptiiig the Cossacks 
wliose vnlue to tlic 1tiissiSiliii Army in the field lie fully npprccintetl. Bat, l iki  
ninny other p a t  lenders, Iic gave most inipnrtniicc to the “bnckboiie IJ of 
the Amy, niid tlic gimtcr p:irt of his sayings aiicl doin.p, Iinncled down to 
the prcscnt time, Iinve refcrcncc to the infantry. I t  is with rcfcrciicc to tilc 
‘subject ninttcr of this p.?per, tliereforc, that his influence ul’oii Riisinii t.lcti9 
a n  best be mensuivd a i d  tliscussetl. 

General Jliliitine, in  his “ Campaign of 1700,” delineates with skill 
the iiiilitnry t:ilciits of tlic Russinii lcntlcr. 

“1t.b curious,” 110 says, “tlint some pcople cnn only scc in Sonvorov’s 
cnnipiigns, resolution puslicd to  the bounds of ms1incs.a Tlic study of t ~ l c  
1t:iliaii niid Itiissinn campigus prowa,oii the contrary, tlint oiir p e n t  Cnptniii 
Liicw lion- to wcigli with cnrc both liis olrntegicnl dispositioiis nnd his ortlcrs 
of hittle, tlint lie nlwnyi acted with ~)riitIeiice, and iicvcr iic,nlcctcd nn 
inensurca dictntcd by ncccsity. Ccrtniiily Soiivoror niocked pitilcssly at n& 
that pxsed in those days for tlie ‘art of wnr,’sucli as tlenionsti-ntioas, tiiniiiq 
iiiovciiierits, niitl ninnmuncs. It w:cq for this IXIISC tlint lie pnsml for a half- 
snvngc solclicr iii Kurt) )c as one wlio Ii:itl siniply n kind of iiistiiict for v;nr. 
Tliosc wlio tliua jiitbcd l z i i  (lid not kiiow or wonld iiot bclievc tlint the grcnt 
Riisainii C;iptain ling souiitlctl tlic dcptlis of all iuilihry history, lind estnctcd 
tlic best Icjsoiis froni it, niitl lml ngiiirctl niore of tlic esseiicc of his a r t  tlinll 
uiost of his collcn~ucs-studcnts of tlic old school, who were ncciistoiiictl to  
consider demonstrations nncl niniimuvmx as tlic tnic end, or soiiictliing ncnr 
it. Soiivoror protested, with nll hi; strength, a-niiist this school of pcdnntry, 
:iiitl covcrctl it  witli liis iiiost rigorow snrcnsms,Zut a t  tlic mnic tiiiic lie kiic\\- 
\-cry \\.ell how to  ninkc use of tlciiioiisti-ntioiis, turiiiiip iiiorenieiits, and 
innimuorcs as nusilinry nieniis to fnci1it:ite the siiccess of 111s enterprises. 1rc 
alld JllliU3 CSilcSnr, Clinrles SII, nntl Frcdcrick of I’nisia liis mxstcrs nut1 
iiistriictoiu in tlic art of w r .  

I ‘ I f  we conipnre him with otlicr grcnt lenders n t  dilTerciit epclis, w c  must 
inipirtinlly ntliiiit tlint sonic of tlicni mny Lare been his su )cnops in strategic 
co?ibiiintiorq in tlie art of moviiig great aimicsnrid of lending tliciii iii Little 
-111 n word, mny .Iiavc bccii inore Rkilful in wlint is c?llcd to-tlny tlic 
mcclinnisiii of oiierntions. But .zs rgnrtls iiisiglit into tlic liuiiinii licnrt nil11 
the iise of moral lereingc, one iiin m y  boltlly tlint Soiivomr lins Iind iio cqiinl 
iii all tinic : on0 scnrclies in vain Lrniiotlier wlio lind an iron will e oal to liis, 
a more virile ni i t~  indoriiit:iblc rcsolntion, nut1 a more absolute aii! poiwrful 
iniluence orcr mcn.:’ 

It must be ntlniitted tlint if nc jiitlge Soiirorot-by tlie light of tlie opinion 
of his coutcmprarie~, wo slioold only fiiid in liiiii an outcr bnrhirinn, favoured 
1~)- Inck, niid, in n military seiise, soiiietliiiig iii the iinturc of n lniitl pii-ntc. 
h t ,  ns Nnpoleoii rcrunrkctl of tlic Seven Ycnis War, tlie Ilussinns n t  this 
tiine ‘L~it l icr  tlitl not w i t c  n t  all, or wrote sitliout niiy regnrd to tlie truth,’’ 
w4iilc of Souvorovb foreign conterupnrics, the Twh, Polcoleu, niitl French lintl 
siltrered so many rcvciscs at his Iiniids, that tlicy could scnrccly be cspcctcd 
to  give nn unbinssell history of the m e w  of this iiiost rerunrknble min. It 
lins rcniniiial for a reniotcr .“gc to tlispcl the illusions formerly currelit about 
tlic Russi;iu hero, nut1 to p i i t  tlic p c n t  soldier hi liis true colours. 

Did Soul-orov conquer only becmsc circiiinstnnces fnvourctl victor)-, or 
liccniisc lie lintl been, like Cnrnot, tlie orgniiizcr of victory, and hntl tnkcii liis 
uxwiircs to con1 el succes 1 

ljrcrc liis pccuLrities of speech, manncra, and action mused by eccentricity 
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RUSSIAS ISFASTILT TACTICS. 959 

of clinractcr; wcrc t h y  thc alcimtions of n LiiKooii, or wcrc thy ,  on tllc 
coiitnry, duc to n profouiitl iiisiglrt iuto lhissiaii clinrnctcr ant1 thc motives 
which sway mcii’s iuiu&? 

Wcre liis ciiiipnigis niicl liis a u d u c t  rc,niilntctl by n seiisc of tlic import. 
niicc of tlic politicnl and pliysicnl difiicultics to Lc ciicouiitcred, or 
follow out n iuncliinc-like line of ~ c ~ ~ u I . c ,  wliicli ncver varied \vitli tilo 
crer-varying f:ictors in encli military proLlem deninnding solutioil 1 

Formerly all tliesc qucstioiis wciy! nnswcrctl in n SCIISC IiostiIc to tllc 
rcpritntion of the Riivsinn lender, hit history lins gixntctl nt Inst to S O I I V O ~ O ~  
tliosc Inurcls dcnictl liim in his lifctiiuc. 

f i r11  in Livoiiin, Soiivorov was, by pmcntngc, n Swtlc : in his early lift 
Iiis cnrccr was long iiiiacttlcd, and, i i i  coiiscqiiciicc, d i c n  lie dctcriuiiieti to 
join tlic Army lie wxi obliged to ciitcr tLc ianks, first ns privatc and tllcil 
corporal iii tlic Guards, in order to win tlic p t l r :  lie covctd. The expcri- 
encc tliiis ncquircd ercr scrrctl him in goal stcntl ; for, iii tlic’ lower stmtn of 
socicty in d i i c l i  his fortuiic conipellctl liiin to more, Iic becmic nc uaiiitetl 
wit11 tlic iintioiinl clinixctcr, and \\’as clinb~cc~ to Etiiiiy c~ccply nn8 at 
leisurc tlic Iwciilinritics of tliose iiieii hc was clcstiiicd so often niid 
Lrilliaiitly to lcnd to victory. 1Ic SOOII rosc in tlic Scrvicc, ant1 Lccanic 
rcninrkcd 1iy that able ~~oi i iau ,  tlic Empiess C:itlrcriuc, t o  wliosc favour was 
niainly due that Iiistrc wliicli lie slim1 on Itussinn nrnis, and to wliosc iiifliicncc 
Iic nlwnys nttrilutcd the siibseqiieiit brilliancy of liis cnreci-. 

IVlicii Souvorov, rcceiviiig tlic Em rcss nt ICrcIiiciitcliug, on Iicr cclclratcd 

right hnd left, d i n t  rccoiiipcnsc lie rcquircd, lie replied, tlint lie wished that 
tlic 3 roubles otviiig for Iii3 lotlgiiig luiglit Lc paid for h i ,  n caustic snrcnsm 
on tlic struggles for ribboiis niitl oIdciu cvrictl oii by tlic flnttcrcrs, courticq 
niitl Inckcys wlio aurrouiided tlic Eniprew, mil iicvcr \\-carid of tlicir 
gciiiiflcrioiis niicl ntlrilntioiis. 

Sotivoror alwnya nppcnled directly to the SCliSc of hi3 soltlicis : when i i i  
froiit of the Lclcngiiircl Ismnil, Iic sl’okc to tlieni, i i i  almost tlic smuc ivonls 
as Xnlmleoii to tlic Aimy of Italy in li9G : “ X y  friends, provisions arc vcry 
tlenr, xiid wc arc in \wilt ; tliose fiiiiiiy fellows Lcliind tlic wdls linvc deiitj-, 
let us go niid tnkc it from tlierii.:’ Xot lcss clinnicteristic is tlrc Inconic 
i u c s ~ ~ g c ,  “I’roud Ismnil is nt your fcct,” by wliicli lie luadc h o w n  to thc 
Eni wess tlrc siiccess of tlint sniipiiiary .zrsiilt. 

J i c  pcrsonnl nsccii(~ciicy of ~ouvorov, ni i t~  liis great iiifiiicrice ovcr l i iv  mcii 
wen? very rciiiarknble : lie nxs no liot-licndccl blunderer, niicl a~\vv;ys wciglieci 
liis actions by tlic crtciit and nnturc of the opposition Iic wn.s likely to  
ciicounter. Wlicu lie foiiglit tlic l’urks, vitli their Lndly-scrvcd giiiis mid 
unstnblc infantry, lie took his cliicf ine.mircx to clcstroy thc liostile czvnlry 
fimt and foirniost,niitl in tlic attack nl\vnysndvancccl in alumna. If lie SOIIIC- 
tiiiics nsdecl tlic iuorc disciplined I’olisli Army with mnll  nii~ul~cts arid a n  
cqiinl fury, wc can trncc e\-cii iii sach nctioii tlic fitting adaptntioii of the 
nienns to tlic end: iii tlic Polbli rniiks Iic fount1 n lcss brillinnt cwnlry, Liit 
h t t c r  sen-cd piiis : thc Intter lie nttnckcd by skirmislieis. 
‘‘ Il ra dessii.c d Zr dlbandatle,” rcmnrketl n Frciicli qxctntor, irritated 

at tlic teriierity with d i c l i  coiitenipornry riilea of war wcrc violntctl ; bu t  
ngninst tlic ~rcncl i  ~ouvorov proved, in iiinuy n ficld, that Iic \\-as nLIc to 
coiiiprclicucl niid iitilizc all the nrtiticcs of tlic most “ scicntificn and nppim-cd 
sclrooh. 

\Ylicii Cztlicriiic clicd, licr f:ivourcd soltlicr rctirctl from nctivc life, nid lost 
cask with tlic Tsrr I?id :uid his fnsliioiinLlc courtieis. It wm Englmd tliat 
npl)rct:iatcd him at his triic worth, niid dcmandecl, at tlic Ittinsinn Coiirt, tlint 
this Cinciiiiintus sliould Lc rec;illctl from liis field$, :~nd bc plncctl in coiiirnnnd 
of the nriuici of the Alliniicc in  wliicli llussia counted for so luucli. 

po;rcas to tlic Crinica, W:IY asked \ J 111s ’ - .  uiistrcss, sattcriiig lier favours 
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! N O  ItUSSI.\S ISI’;\STItY TACTICS. 

u SOU\-orO\-,” wrote tlic Tsar, with soiiiu grniidciir of feeling to his subject, 
N Soli\-orob- h.19 riecd of ncithcr triuriiplij nor Inurcla, but tlie couritry 
]iced of Souvorov.” 

I);lzzlecl by the grmt dccds of tlic ninn alioni Claiiscwitz calls tilc 
u god of niodcrn wnr,” milit;iry historians I i n w  iiot gencrcilly gixlited to 
Souvorov’e cniiipnigu in Itnly in 1iDD tlic credit it dcscrves. I n  the S p C  of 
fire months tlic \rim combilintions, sustninetl activity, nnd rigorous initinti,-c 
of tlic coniinnritlcr ncconiplislietl tlic destruction of four Frcncli nrillic,p, 
and rcconqucrcd for tlic illlies ;I country which l i d  been in poswssioii of tlie 
French for the preceding four ycar3. In thisshort S ~ C C  of fire niontllr 
Souvorov turiiblctl to tlie cliist tlioee conquests that lind been ncliicvd by tile 
legcndnry blows of tlic grcnt Corsicnn, and tlirca brick cliscomfitetl tIlosc 
Iegions of France wliich both bcforc aiitl after n-cm promenntling 311 E t q X  
as conqiicrom. 

BIiIitnry opinion lint1 liitlicrio licld Soiivorov clicnply, nnd lint1 cIcscribct1 
liim as a conqueror of bnrbnrinris, sliose star would flicker and grow p:~c 
when corn nrcd with tlic grcntcr l id i t  of Western Inilitnrisni. But tltosc 
ciieniies d o u  hc had now clcfentcd Zeloiigetl to tlie lintion w1iic1i nccouiitct1 
itself tlie first militmy Foacr  in the world, niitl opiiiion hostile to Soi ivor~\ -~~  
fame, refusing to ndriiit his talents, took rcfugc iu n sullcii silencc. 
As if by souc cstraordiiinry proccss of reasoning a Gciicrnl wlio by dint of 

will, clinmcter, mid cncr-y Iiad siicccedctl in onc sphere of military activity, 
w o u ~  by his sticcees ~c acbnrrcd from sricccctliiig i i i  niiotlicr 11s if n rii;111 
who 1iad ciicliniucd victory to tlic Russinii eagles must Lc circiiiiiscribctl in tllc 
activity of liis genius to certain fixctl clinintes, couiitries, enemies, and position3. 
Curious rcnsoniiig, ilidcctl, wliicli Soiivorov \vns iiat tlic first nor lins bccii tlic 
Inst to iiinpificently disprorc. IVnr is, after all, of oiie univeisd essciicc, 
wliicli is only modificcl nccordilig to tlic iiifiliite mriety of objects ant1 
circurustniiccs. Soldieis of renl genius liavc in all time proved tlicriisclvcs 
cn nblc of succccdirig, 110 rnntter how iiitiiiitely circumstances iiiiglit clinrige. 

Pt is useless to discuss t ~ i c  politic11 errors wliicli t1ctiactcd so Iiiiicli fronl 
tlic solitl Tin of this cnni nigii, and tlircw Soiivorov into Switzcrlniid, dis- 

isted wit i tlic follies of tlie pettifogging dipIGiuncy of.liis tinic. Eoiivorov 
%I not s inrcd liis Itussians. Of tliu 4(,000 iricii lie brouglit to tlic 
Aiistrinii nhancc, only l,, 0 OOo rcmniiictl to liiiii to nccomlilisli tlint iiinrcli 
across Switzcrlnntl, wliicli redounds to thc ctcriinl credit ant1 glorJ- of the 
Russia11 arms, mid cro\vliccl viitli the Inst laurcl wreath the cncrgy ant1 gcniua 
of this tcniarknblc ninn. 

One cpisodc of tlint cimpnign is worthy of mention, since i t  .tliroas R 
strong light upon the iiiflricnce of the impetaoiis cliicf i i p n  his soldiers, and 
explains the nietliwls by wliicli tlic b n r c  old lender nppcnlctl to tlic licnrts of 

I tliosc soltiicrs nliosc iiiiinte loyalty Iic iinderstootl so well. Worn oiit with 
fntiguc, losses, csposure, nritl erliniistion, his army lint1 almost miitinictl, and 
liatl refused to marcli tortlicr, k i i ig  surronnded by eiiciiiies, arid appnrently 
tloouicti to nn ignominious c? itulntion. Sonvorov ordercd a general prntlc, 
and formed liis iiien into n ‘iiollorn s unrc. 111 tlic centrc! a deep pit ans 
c l w ,  nn(1 Sourorov mine forwnrtl. ((Rry cliildreii,:’ lie Kiic1, u you refuse to  
roll’ow me. so be it. I slinll iiot survive tliis disgmcc to the Itussiaii nrnis, 
mid I linve called you licrc to h iresent a t  IUY fuiicml ;” and steliliiiig 
forward hc was about to precipitatc liiinsclf into the gmw, when shout of 
enthusiasm arose oil all sides, niid tlic nicu lic Iiad so often lctl to victory 
rushed fonrnrd, and rnisiiig l i ini  in their arms vowed they would follow hiiu 
to victory or death. When Lc returned to the Russian capital, full of ycnm 
nnd of honour, Souvorov foiind himself made the scapcnoat of the miscrnblc 
politics of the Eui-pcaii Courts, and retiring oiicc more died, if cvcr man did, 
of a broken heart. 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
Su

ss
ex

 L
ib

ra
ry

] 
at

 0
9:

28
 1

8 
Ja

nu
ar

y 
20

15
 



IIUSSLIS IXFASTRS T‘\CTICS. 901 

For Iinlf-a-century lic liad fouglit his conntry’s battles against a11 coiiicrs 
aiid in ever tlcscriptioti of country. Iic lind Lccii Iircsciit at ovcr n Iiiuiclred 
nctioris, niitr~intl gninctl over sisty battles or :issnults by liis owii Icndcrsliip. 
jIc Iind &iicd tlic lovc nud ntloiatioii of his iiicn by lucre force of will, while 
tile siiiiI3icity of liis ~ i v i n s  contr;istccl stningely witli tliat of i’oteiiikiii niltl 
otlicr cuiitciiipoi-.l.ry 11iis~i:iii lenders, w1i0 livccl surrouiitletl Ly nii Orielitnl 
111 x I I  ry. 

Iic appeared to the sitperstitioiij to  be the sl>ccinl coiifitlnnt of Proridericc, 
\vliile by liifi iron nilc of siilortliiintc~ lie nintle tlicni coiri~irelieiitl t h t  
\rns tlic sulc jutlge of their nctioiis :uid :irl)iter of their dcstiiiies. Living 
nniong his iiicii niicl alwnys without a gunrtl Iie nssscintctl Iiirusclf wit11 all 
the joys nnd sorrows of his soltliers ; diirinn a l o w  niitl brillintit circer lie 
llevcr kiieu- tlefent. I I ~  lintcd 1iisiiry ; IiiY nioriiiong bat11 in wiiiter often 
coiisistctl of n roll iri tlic srio~v ; lookiiigglnssc~ were liis pnrticiilnr iiversioii, 
aiid Iic would coiistaiitly Lrcnk tlicni, exclaiming t h t  they were slintiiefiil 
funiiture for a soldiciJs rooiii. 

Soiivorov set tlic csniiildc of tliscipliiie with tlic sntiie t uniiitiieas tlint 
clinnctcrized a11 Iris actions. l i e  cniisctl liiiiiself to be oidirci to sit clown to 
dinner, rise, sleep, or get up. Soiiietiiiics Iic iilTectctl to Le .zstoiiisliccl a t  the 
coniiiiniid, iiiid ~skct l  ‘’ Iiy wlio.;~ order 1” ‘‘ By ortlcr of ;\Inrslinl Sou\-orov,” 
tlic Aitlc-tle-cnnip rcplicd. “ i \ l i  ! his orders rnust Lc obcycd,” tlic General 
\s-ould :iiisivcr. 

\\‘lien lie give the order “ hwm-c l  agaiiist tlic Polc~,” each man iii tlic 
ranks lint1 to <five ii  tliriistwitli tlie Layoiiet ; when tlie same ortler was given 
“ag:iiiist tlic CI’rusiniis,)’ tlie soltliers 1 1 x 1  to tlirust twicc \villi L I ~ U  bnyoilet ; 
wlicn “ag:iiiist the Frcticli,” this l i d  to be cloite tlircc titiics. 
&ny writcrs ltnvc scotfctl a t  his cock-crowiiig, which took tlie plncc of 

rSrcillc, Lilt tlic origin of this curioiis custoin 1i:iu grnernlly cscapcd notice. 
Iii tlie first l’olisli war a spy was dixovcrctl ou liis 1wrsotinl staff, niitl 
Soiiroror was iirgcd to lravc liitii arrested alitl shot ; lie dctcriiiiiicd, lion-- 
vcr, to lunkc iise of li i i i i  first, niid puljlizlietl nri ortler to his troops tlxit tlicy 
were to iiinrcli ;it cock-crow. The spy duly sciit wort1 of the order ; at  eight 
the previous e~-eiiiiig, Iiowver, Souroror i;in roiiutl tlie cmip crowiiig ljkc a 
cock, niitl witliiii a few hours routccl the surprised ciiciiiy, sircnsticnlly 
thniikiiig tlic spy wlicii lie rcturrictl for liia good services. Few grcnt lcntlcrs 
Iia\-e h e n  better iristructetl than was this iiinii, wlioni i t  pleaxtl certain 
jealous iiiilitnry coiitciiipornrics to n~wojtropliisc as ;L “ m\-nge.” ITc spoke 
Tiirkisli, Polioli, Itnlinii, German, and ~ r c i i c l i  fluently, niitl could ndtlrcss 
liis Aiistrinn allics in a slniig Gcrninii \rliicli was fmiiilinr to tliciii. Like 
Naplcori, lie excelled iii coiivemqtion ; lie could talk theology to Iiriest.s, 
jurisprudciicc to a jtitlgc, niid aiintouiy to a siirgcon. ITe detestcd pnrveiiiis, 
who with their ridiciiloiia peterisions and airs Lccniiie the fnvoiirite mark fo r  
hi3 iroriicnl Rlinfts. The ’Ikir l’aul, for iiistaiicc, Iind ctlevntctl his mlet-de- 
cliambrc, n Turk of. very low clegrcc, to the milk of Count, mil 011 oiic 
occzsioii was so tlcficient iii tact ns to sciid liiiii on n mission to Souvorov. 
IIe was received with iiiiicli state ant1 ccrciuoiiy, ntid then Soiivorov 
surroiintlcd by his Oflicciv .asked to alint foreign potciitntc lie was iiitlebtetl 
to tlic Iioiiour of the mission of the stmiigcr. l\‘lieiiinforructl tlint tlic Coulit 
~ 3 1 1 1 ~  froiii tlic Tsar, lie feigiied grcnt doubt niitl surprise, ant1 nskccl to llyx? 
the iianie repcntctl. “ Kutnijov-Count Ihtnijov,” rcplietl tbe unbliishing 
ex-valet. “+Ui ! yes, I reiiiwitber,” mid SouvoIo\-, a id  sent for n list of the 
iiobility, scniiiied it cnrefully, mid thcii nppenred tn Lc ngniii troubled with 
doubts. “Pcrlinps yoiir Ercelleiicy’s pntciit of Iiobility i j  so old that i t  is not 
riieiitioned in the list,” lie Iinzirclecl, mid so coiititiiietl morally czstigating tlio 
unfortuiiate eniissnry until lie 11x1 Lliirted out the whole story of his l i u c m  
mid toriucr positioir. ~ h e u  turitiiig to liis oFu valet ~va i i ,  ~ouvorov b a h  
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!I 62 RUSSIAS ISFASTRT TACT1 S 

him rcninrk to what honoiiis lie niiglit nl\va~-s nspirc by tlic faithful pcrfonil- 
allcc of tlic most menial oliicc. 

~ollvorov Ii:itcd niicl abhorred iiotliiiig iiiorc profoulitlly tlinii bcin,. 
nlls\\-crcd by ‘ 6  I cin’t” or I doil’t k~ion,” and sIiouId any utifortunn; 
sub:tllcrii r c p l ~  yitli oiic of tlicsc proscribed pIir:iscs, Iic n-ns sure to coiiic i l l  

for n sevcrc iviggiiig. Oncc Ire cleniniidetl of n young mvalry Licutenniltwlint 
a “rctrcnt” nicnnt. “I doii’t kirow,” repl id  tlie rmng Ofliccr. ‘ I  You doll’t 
kilo\\.,” rcplicd ~ouvorov, a21rmt at Iinviiig tlic l i ixsc fltiug back nt liini EO 
uncc.rciiioiiiotisly. ‘I I don’t know,”rcpc:itcd tlic srtbnltcrn, “ I  lrnvc iic-icr licarrl 
tlic plirnsc in iiiy rq+mit.” ‘ I  Yon don’t kilo\\- . . . you Iinvc iicver Iicnrtl 
the Iilitxsc iu your rcgimcnt 1” then, nftcr n nloriieiit, Souvorov saw Iic nap 
Lcntcil, niid r d c  away, mnrniitring, “ Good rcginxnt, cxccllent rcgimcnt YJ 
Wlicrc tlie Rriasinn lcntlcr prticulnrly cxcellcd in Ilia stratcgy X L ~  in the 
firm conviction lie SO strongly held and practised, tlint it  is nrmics aliicli gain 
~IICCCESCS niitl form thc most iniprtniit clcrnciit in war, and not fortrcsics, 
iii:ig.wiacq or moiicy bags, arid t1i:it SIICCCES dcpcnds upon energy and mow- 
niciit, and not on the occiiIntion of psitioiis ; likc tliegrwt Frctlcrick, Iic con- 
s idcrd that the clefeiisive slioiiltl iicrcr bc the prenietlitntcd plnn of csniii- 
pnign, nnd tlint tlic ntloptioii of such n plnii wns n sure sign of tlic tlccndcncc of 
nil Arntj mitl :L Stntc. 

Souvorov’s funcral ivas n lasting disgi:icc to tlic ’I’snr Paul nnd the Russinn 
Court ; lic lind bccii oiit of f:ivoiir, and his corpsc rccciretl no Iioiiours ; all 
coiirticrs, fl;rttcrcis, diploiiiatists, and :imbnssndors avoidcd tlic p v c  of tlic 
dcntl Iicro, wit11 oiic cscclitioii. Tlic Ilritisli ;iiiib:rssndor, to his lastiiig Iioiionr 
bc it snit1,w.u tlic oiily oilicinl prcsciit wlicii tlic body of tlic great cliicf who had 
csnrrictl tlic Rriasinn cnglcs so victoriously from the batiks of tho Dnrptliencs 
to tlic soiirccs of tlic Po \\-as coiisigiicd to its last rcstiiig-place. 

Siicli, briefly told, ivns tlic lifc of tlic iiinii \\.!lo ivns tlic fouiitlcr of tlic 
iiiotlerii scliool of  iiifnntry tactics iii Riissia, niitl vitliout this bricf sketch 
of his csnrccr, the followiiig rcninrks on liis witiiigs and their Inter intcr- 

a ions would Lc incoml)rcliciisililc.’ I t  is iiiiiicccssnry to ndtl thqt Y-’ t a s i n i i  niiiinlists hare ptlicrcd froni Soiivoro?~ c:iiiipnigiis, sieges, and 
Lnttlcs n host of tnlcs, masiiiis, ant1 orders, but tlic spirit of his tcsncliing rnii 
Lo lcnriit without cntcring into long :uid wcnrisomc dctails : “Esnyonet, 
hsnyniict, byonct,” said the oltl AInrshnl to  Ccncnl Clmstclnr, when intcrro- 
gntcd on his plan of campni:ii in 1509. LLAs for rccoiiiinis:iiiceb: IIC 
wrote to tlic sniiic Ofliccr, I will linrciioiicof tlicrii ; i t  ia only cowards who 
scud oiit rccouiinissniiccs to wnni tlie ciicniy ; wliocvcr wants to  conic to 
lilows with tlic ciiciiiy will find him witlioiit nll tlint. COIIIIIIIIS, tlic 
Ii:iyoiiet, tlic cold stccl, tlic nttnck, tlic cltnrgc, tlicsz arc iiiy yccoiinnissnticcs, 
airtl cspccinlly one slioultl iiot ovcrburdcii oncsclf with w i n  mniircui-rcs, 
coriirtcr-marches, and so-cnllcd ~ ~ i s c s  of war, which arc oiily good for poor 
ac;ulciiiiciniip.” 

Tlic m m c c  of Souroror’s tcncliiii;. will bc foriiitl Lcst csprcsscd in nlint 
Iino bccii ~ d l c d  liio cntccliisiii,” iiniucly, nii ordcr mi t ten  in liis nsn:il 
fniiiilinr stylc nftcr n Turkisli cnmpaign. Ilstracts frniii this ortlcr nrc occn- 
sioiiolly given in works on infantry tactics Iiublislictl in Iliissia. 111 Fr:uicc 
and Gcrwany tlic one csntcli plin~sc which occurs cnrly in tltc ordcr lins h e n  
eeizcd upon and nindc tlie motto of tlic Soiivorovhu scliool. Tliis pliixsc is, 
‘I Tlic h11’s n fool, but the h)-ouct’s n licroo,” and to thc renicmbnncc of this 
pajiiig linlf tlic errors with rcgnrd to tlic tciidcncy of Riiuiaii infantry t:ictie; 
iuny bc nttributcd. I n  pnrticolnr certain Freiicli niilitary 1i:ipeix nrc always 
quotiiJg tlic &lying, Lut  before prcsing this poilit, nnd cxplniiiing tlic CON- 

1 A n  cduiimllu Life of Souroror bj Colonel Spalding is nor appcariug iii tlic 
‘ I  Illustr~tcd h n \ l  and 3lilitary 3Ingazine.” 
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RVSS1.U ISFASTRY TXOTICS. 063 

nientaria on Soworov’s mctliotl by Inter writers, it is necessary to read tho 
order referrcd to. 

“I<ecp your ballet,” it sqs, “for threc days, and if you mii’t bu - lead 
kccp it all tliimgli the ariipaign. Fire scldoiu, but surely. FonvarJ wit11 
tlic baj-onct. Tlic ball’s n fool, but the bayonet’s a Iicro. Strike thc Turk 
n-ith tlic hj-onet, ant1 then strikc him again. Ewii when nearly dal(1 ho 
mny still tuiiible j-oii oi-er with his d ~ r c .  I f  his sabre is near your neck, 
c1ni.v back n stcp and then advance. Run thc first man tlirougli, and tllen 
the sccoiid ; a hero will run tliroiigh half dozen men. Xakc surc that yolir 
bnllet is in your musket. If t h e e  men attack you, ruii tl!e first man througIl, 
shoot tlie secoiid, and then run through the third. I n  tlic nttnck there is no 
time to reload. Wlicn yon fire, aim at the body, and fire twcntj- rounds. TO 
buy lend is to bo econoinicd of onc’s life. Lend cost.. little. Wc only firc 
d i c n  we arc sure of hitting. Wc doii’t lose one round iii thirty. 

“If you scc thc quick-niatcli is in tlic g i n ,  dash up to i t  ; the shot nil1 
pass orer your head, and the g ins  are youis, tlic pinnew too ! Overtym 
tlicni, pursnc tliem, run tlicm through. Give uartcr to tho rcst. It is n. 
criiiic to kill without rasoii. They arc men %c vourselves. Die for the 
lionour of tlic \rirgiii JIary, for our motlier, for ail tlic Imperial Family. 
Tlic Churcli 1xq-s for those wlio iie. ~ o i i o u r  aii(1 rewards are for thosc who 
stir\-ivc. Tlic soldier is iiot a robber. 
If you tnkc a camp, it is yours. If n fortrcss, it  is all yours. A t  tlic cipturc 
of Ismnil, tlic soldiers diridcd gold aiitl silver by liaiidfuls. Dut without 
orders never pillage. 

“111 tlic opcn tlicrc arc tlirec forms of attack : (1) Attack on n win-. This 
is tlic c.isicst. If tlic dank is  corered bj- n wood it doesn’t matter. Y& cm’t 
pas n. rivcr, but you Gin pxis orcr every kiiid of eutrenclinieiit ; (2) Attnck 
on tlic cciitre. This is not advantagcons cscept for cavalry. You must cut 
tlieni in picccg or they nil1 crush you ; (3) Attack from the rcar. Very 
good against n small M y  one‘ cin t u n  ; i n  tlie opcn ficld against regulzr 
troops vigoron. charges arc rcquired. 
“ Agaiiist tlic Turks form sqnares The French arc light-licnded people 

who doil’t tliink of God. I f  w e  crcr  haw to fight them, w c  must attack 
thcni iii colnniiis. 

“Attack of field cntrcncliments. The ditch is nercr deep, the pirapct never 
high. Throw pourselves into the ditch, climb orcr tlic parapet. Work with 
the bnyonct, run tlicni tlirougli, brcnk tlicm, ninko prisoners If cavalry be 
prescnt, ninke surc of cutting it to pieces. 

“ I n  tlic .asiult of a fortress, brcak.donn tlie ohtaclca, run ns fast as 
possible, jump orcr tho pnlisadcs, tlirow your f q o t s  into tlic ditch : fire ! 
C m s s  tlic rampart, dcrour tlic eiieiiiy in rcar. estend your liiic, place n. guard 
on the po\v(ler magazine, opcn tlic gates for the c~~alry to enter, turn tlic 
cannon against tlie ciieniy. Iiecp up a n p i d  and sustnincd fire into the 
streets. When tlic order ia 
gii\-cii to entcr the town, kill tlie eiiciny in tlic strccts, aiitl let the cavalry 
snbrc tlicni. Don’t enter tlie Iiouscs, attkck tho enemy in tlic open places 
w-lierc lie is nsscmblirin. Form a strong pickct Iicrc, and otlien at tho @cs 
of tlic iiingnziiies. JV%xi the ciieniy snrrendcrs givc liiiii qtiartcr. ll%en 
thc interior ~ v a l b  arc occupied, off and pilla 

“Tiicrc aro tliree rnilitxy qualities : (1) &ic cozy 8a;il. Idani 11ow to  1n.y 
out a camp. Learn to march and attack. 1,cnrn to pursuo and beat tho 
eiieniy; (2) x u  idity.” &re Souvorov gocs into details, so that his 
‘‘ cliildrcii” may&e as littlc fatigued as pussiblc. “Tlic eneniy,” he coutinues, 
“docs iiot cspect 11s ; be bclicres 11s to be 100, 200, pcrlinps 300 rerstes off. 
l ire  a11 fall 011 him togetlier likc snow upon tlie head. Uis brain rccls. 
Attack him on tho spot with my troops to liand, with all that God sends US 

3 c 2  

Do not offend penccnblc inhbitants. 

This k not tho tiine to rusli on tlic cnciiiy. 

! 
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9 ti4 11USSMN ISk’ASTRT TAICTICS. 

cavalry begirts tltc work a t  oiicc. l’icrec ;11111 lmnk thcrn ! 
tllerii iii pieccs ! Don’t i \ c  tlicm n uiouictit’s pcnce ! (3 )  L’nergy. ollc 

‘rile enemy ltns Itaittls too, Init. ltc clocsu’t know tlic ltiissiaii bnyonct. Fornl 
liiic a t  oncc. Tile c . I w I ~ ~  arrives ; coninioiily it 
~iiakcs thc first attack, aiicl tlic infaiitry follows. 111 genenl, thc cI\-alry 
illlist attack likc iiifniitry csccpt in  niaisliy ground ; then t h y  inast lead 
their Itoises by the bridle. Tlic Co.isncka will pass eveiy-\vlicrc. Wlieti tIie 
brittle is won, tlie cx\-:iIry ~ i i i i s i i c s  antl silrcs the ciieitiy, aticl the infantr;)- 
iitii~t not IIC left kltintl.:’ TLcn follow sonic cscellciit siiiitnry rulcs. 

h t , ”  coiitiiiues Soiivorov, “tlierc is n grcnter enemy tl inii  tlic liospitnl, 
tlic dctcstnble ‘ I don’t know.’ Tiitlecisioti, coti’cetiire, lies, fmiid, equirocl- 
tion, false tlelicncy, niitl tltc :iIi.siirt1ity of tlie 1 1  doli t  kiioi\.; arc t ~ t c  soiirce of 
:I tliortsnntl ills. I t  is sliniitcfiil to sputter or to niincc onc’s words. A soldier 
must bc Iiealthy, Lixvc, firm, tlecitled, tritc, honoiiixblc. pray to God 1 
Froni n i m  conie victories nittl niirncles. Got1 lcntls u s  ! Got1 is oiir Gcncrnl ! 

Instriictioii is light, want of 
iiistriictioii tlnrkiics. If tltc peasxiit tlocs not 
ktio\r how to dig, corii will iiot coiue. A wise man is worth tlirec fools, aitd 
cveri tlircc fools arc little. Give 11s ten, ant1 :L lcwe lnil will beat thciii all, 
topple tlieni over, ntnkct tlicni prisoiiers. 111 tltc 1 s t  cini nigit, tlie eiicrny 
lost i r i , O o o  iiieit, 1)erIiaps iiot iiiiicli rtiiclcr 100,ooO. He foil& well, aiicl yit l1 
the coui:igc of dcqnir, niid \vc did not l o x  10,OOO men. Childreti, you sce 
the elrcct of military iiistriictioii ! 

Siicli \vns the iintiirc of tlic instriictioiis Souvorov issiiid, ;iitcl iiiorc \\-orlclly 
\vi.icloni iiitderlieu tlicac ciiriaiis plir;lscs mid cjnculntions tltnii liis cotitenq~- 
nries  wcrc ~ire~i:irul to ;itliiiit. Alniost every plinsc in this curious order 
iiiiglit IIC t:ikcn :is a ninsiui 011 ~vliicli to  foiintl a military css;~y, aiid one can 
riiitlerstniitl nftcr rcntlitig it, why the Frericli itever quote it at length. 

Wit11 this ortlcr rend, it will be iiitilcrstootl tlint to attribute to Souvorov 
the i c h  of ntxkiiig Iwit t t !  forcc, rcpresciitcd by the Lnyo~ict, the solc nicaiij 
of piiiiitg victories ivorild Lc ciitirely to ntisiiitrrpret the rrltole tradition Itis 

W i n t  is niwt intprtniit to realize is tlint the 
Cxyonet, of w ~ i i c ~ i  wc ~te:irt~ so niiicli i t i  tlie Crimci, is iii re:ility nti eiiib~cni 
of tltnt cityrgy : \ i t t1  rapidity which fortii two of tlic tlirrc p e n t  ittilitary 

W t e n  tlie teacltiip of tlic iiinster’s 
3isciples arc noticc(1, t1ti3 fact will nplwnr more l-ivit~y. 
To iiiiliress ltis t r 3 o p  with tlic coiivictioii tlint they werc iiiviitciblc a t  close 

qiinrtcrs was to Sorirorov tlic most certain way of ltasteiiing ail attack, ;ind 
o f  nroicliiig tliosc Iiesitntiiig tendeiicics, those loiig skiriiiisltiii~ which SCI 

often foriii t~ ic  prc~iic~c to it total ccssntion of morcnient. N: c~oii~tt, ~ ind  
Sauroror been a German pedant, and his soldiers 1tigIily-due.ted I’ooriie- 
m t i n t i ~ ,  Iic woiiltl lix\-c iiiiprcssetl iipon tlteni the “tlefeii4i~e-offensi~c ” or 
the “liiirc offciisivc,:’ 01’ sonic other c n i i t  ~ I ~ K L S C  by wlticli tlie German 
iiiilitary critic cltaiactcrizcs tlic tliKerciit kinds of forward tactics. ]hit as 
Soii\-oror was I:O ~rclniit, niitl liis men oiily illitentc! Russians, ltc took parti- 
cular Inins to iticiilcntc It? Itorncly ~iliinscs, a i d  lty esliressions \diicIi 
nplicalcd to tlic poorcst iiitcllcct, tltnt devouriiig activity a i d  tlnritig which 
eoiisuiitcd Iiiiii, nntl tltc 1es.soiis Itc tniiglit arc iii fact i ioi ic other tlinii tltc wry 
best of tltc Gerninii rcconinieiidntioits clntl iii a more lionicly garb, niiil 
tlirestetl of all ncntlciiiic:il ciiiLroitlery. I t  wns the Soiivorovian idea that 
conqrieretl Cciitr;il Asin for 1liissi.z : that iiiidouLtiiig, uttltesitnting, clieerfitl 
ncceptniiec of events, tlint clasliitig valoiir regardless of iiiiiiiLers that plnccs 
tlie deeds of tlic Ariiiy of Ttirkestnn 011 n Icrel with those of Yerinak and 
the k g e i i d n ~  licrocs of ltiissinti antiqiiity. It iiiny be finid that i t  was the 
Souroroviaii idca t1i:it lost iuaiiy 3ssnults in thc war in Bulgaria in 1877, and 

Cut and slnslt ! 

leg helps the otlicr, oiic Ii;iii( f -  strengtlieiis the other. Ry fire many arc killetl. 

Attack with tlic colt1 stccl. 

‘LFoi* the ‘I  don’t kiiow’ arrest for Ofliccrj. 
‘J’ltc work kntnvs its master. 

Gcntlenieri, ~vliat a triiintpli !” 

crsoiinlity rcprciciits. 

unlitics of Soiivorov’s citecltisii~. 
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l~USsI . \S  ISl~hSTlIT T.\CTICS. OG3 
tliij f;ict was proclniniecl from the Iiouse-top by tlic 111n1iy enti-iintioiin] writcm 
lv110 rnndc tlicir roiccs Iic;ird fiaiii tlic tiriie of the failiirc of thc first nttack 
oll plcvlia, as well as by tliorc ciustic Gcrninii critics ~ r l j o  s c ~ c ~ o ~  lose ;, 
cliaricc of sowiiig cliscouiqwiiiciit in tlic i:iiil:s,of their IIOSS~LIC aiitngoiiists. 

Diit, as ~ouvorov ~iiiiiseT‘f wrote, 1 6  Iiistriictioii is Iiglit, \v;uit of iilstriictioli 
clarkiies~ ;” i f  lcssoiis arc iiiisrcail or iuisiiiti*rl)rc‘tetl, i f  the Ic;i(lillg is L:ltl, 
diS:istciY m w t  eiisiic no iiinttcr wlint iinturc of tactics :ire nilol,tcd. 

“Tliis is not tlic time to riisli on the enemy,” rc1ii:irks Soilroro\-, \vlieli tilc 
ollter h i e  of rampart of n fortress is c?ptiirtxl. If lie coulcl 11a\-c lii-cd to 
SCC rne clevelopiiieiits of iiiilitnry scicncc in tlicse 1:iter days, and ~la,-c Seell 
TurkixIi nriiiy surrounding itself with ditch mid Inrapt ,  vowiiig itself to 
a certniii dcstructioii, iioiie tlic less thorough becnusc i t  \vns do\\-, lie wonltl 
liavc rcpentetl the same ~III;LSC, n ~ i t l  ~ ~ l l l c l  not I I ~ V C  mid that tIie tillbe lint1 
nrrivetl to “work with tlic l ~ ~ o i i c t . ”  1\11 dcpc1ds 011 1~~tlcrsIiili;  i f  tllia 
is wiiitiiig, su criority of I I I I ~ I ~ C I . ~ ,  perfection of nriii:inieiit, escc~~cllcc of 
nintcrinl arc n f  uscless. 

It is a fact that liefore tlic w:ir of l 8 i i  tlic military iiistrnctioil of tllc 
Itnssinii infniitry w.as nt n low clib ; linrracl: :iccoiiinidntioii was very tIeficicllt, 
the sjsterii of training \vns iiot on a lcvcl with tlic rvquirciiiciits of tllc sitiia- 
tion, fcw oplmrtuiiitics cxistccl for the nssc~iibly atid mnuacuvriiig of 811 ;LrIliy, 
the true comipdcsliip of Lnttle did not esist, n pent  nanilcr of 0 1 t i c e ~  
not the traiiiiiig or intelligciicc! dciii:iiitlctl by tlic iucrensing iiuportailcc of 
iiitlirichial initiative. 

Aftcr tlic discour;~..ciiiciits niid wimigliiigs cnuscd by tlic I:ussiaii diAistcl:s 
tlierc was a time wLii i t  sccniccl nliiiost IiroL:iLlc tliat t ~ i e  iiiiti-iintioiia1 
school would Iircs-ail, tlint So~ivorov’x iiiciiiory wo~iltl IIC relegatcd to ollivioii, 
that l o ~ g - r m ~ w  firc, n filittcriiig aiicl usclcs civalry, with iiistiiiction bnscil 
tipon n r/ctiui& of I~rniico-(;crriiaii rcgulntions, would be foisteel 111mn tlic 
Itusinn huiy ,  ;uid that the Tszr‘v lcnions \rould b notliiiig but a tliinl-rate 
copy of tlie  erni inn pattern. But, aKer n brief iiiterra~, tlie iintioii;il voice 
*.,- . ~ ~ u n i e d  its lirotestntioiis, and, guided by n few ~iicn of talent, oliiiiioii bcgm 
to ncccpt oiico ninrc the spirit of Souvorov’s tcacliing, iiiditictl m i l  trails- 
fornicd so ns to bc ncccptnllc in all thc varying coiitlitioiis of tlic iiif:uitr - 
figlit. It is Gciiernl Dragoniirov lvlio is niniiily rcspoiisiblc for turiiiug h ic t  
the ciirreiit of oliiiiioii into its former cliaii~icls. It is true that Russia lins ninny 
niiotlicr nl~lc  military writcr : Gcncrnla Lccr, Lcvitrki, Gourko, linulb;irs, 
Zddcler, ‘l’ocllchn, and iuniiy otlicrs ; but Dmgoiiiiiw, by the brilliailcy of 
his w i t i i m ,  by the great coninion sense that pervades all his Fork, niid tlic 
iiitcnscly Ptussian rein of liis liuniour, by t ~ i c  mnsterly mnnncr in wliicli lie 
11.2s explnined and clcrcloptl Souvorovk tencliiiig~, nppcnrs to be not only 
the Lcst of tlic Russi:iii iiiilitnry writcrs, Init :L iiiaii iiiisiirpxwd in the 
diflicult task of military criticism niid csplniiation. “ Ecrivniii original,” 
wrote of him tlic Ilcrtts X2itnirc d c  PErranqcr, L‘plei~i cl’liunieur, 81nv 
rcriforcl., le Gl.nSrn1 Dragomirov est liieii le digiie tlisciplc tlc celiii qu’il n 
pis  pour maltre, tI’iIIustrc Souvorov,’ Ic coryplii.~, lc ~iorte-parole clc ccttc 
&ole nationale par ciccllciicc qui n tontes lcs synipnthics ilc 1’1\riui.e Itusse, 
l w c  u’elle liii r 6 p n d  h scs nspirntions lcs plus irri.sistibles.” Severely 
woii3cd a t  Sliipkn, I)ngoiiiiro\- nlrcntly notable ns n iiinii w ~ i o  cnnibineti in a 
1i;ippy iiianiicr tlie best linbita oi tlioiiglit niid of action, was on Iiis return to 
:ictivc life placed iii coiiiriiniid of tlie Staff Acndciiiy, :uid lins, Ly liis iulliiciicc 
tipon military training and thouGIit, done more for tlic Ilussin‘n Amy tlia~i 
m y  other ninn in Iiistory, esccptiiig Peter, Sou\-orov, nnd 31ilutiiic. 

‘I‘liat Souvorov is fircat, nut1 tlint 1)n~oiiiirov is liiv proplict, suius up tlie 
opiuioii of ninc-tciitlw of tliiiikiiig Itussiniis, niid it  Lcconics of the grcntcst 
iiiiportnnce to know lion- this writer contrives to  slinpe tlie teacliings of liiy 
master into linrmoiiy with modern coliclitions of war. 
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9GG RUSSIAX I s F , w r r n -  TACTICS. 

It 113s beell irninrkctl tlint i t  is pci-fcctly ncclcsi to nttenipt to gat]lcr 
illforlnntiofi from Russinii tlrill-l~oksJ wliicli arc conccivctl iii the wqlnl 
forrllnl stylc, nntl only nffortl ccrtniii gciicrnl indimtioiis, ant1 give rccOILI- 
Inciidntions nnt l  csniuplcs that arc tlic tinily Lrcntl of cvcry wcll-tliscil)liuc,l 
force. 

Rut Gcnernl Dmgoniirov, forcsceinz that this Icvelliiig of nll  iiltlivitliin~ity 
and iiiitintivc n-oiiltl iricritnlily lower tlic Army to the sninc crniil;cr:ol,le 
nincliinc which i t  lins Lccii rcdacccl to at acwml periotls of its Iiistory w~le l l  
guit!d by inmlnblc Iiands, deterniincd to  (lo his utmost to foitcr Iinbita of 
mitinti\-c in all mnks, nntl to this effect brought out liis “ Mniiunl for tllc 
Prcpnration of T r o o p  for Ibttlc,” n series of instructions \vcll wortliy of 
close nt tent ion. 

It is iiiiiiwesmry to sny that tlic Gcncrnl lins witten mu el^ \-nliinblc tt-ork 
of ercry kind, but, likc Snii\-ornr, his iiinin efforts linrc h e i i  tlircctctl to 
train and improw the iiifiuitry first and foremost, n~itl if it  is rcqiiired t o  
undcrstniitl n l i : i t  arc probnbly thc true tciitleiicics of tlic 1:iissinn iiif:iiitry, 
the apstcrii Iic inculcntes must bc cwcfully coiisidcrctl, sincc i t  is n systeill 
wnrnily ;uid fnnnticnlly ndoptctl l)y tlic Army, showing liow tlcc1)ly 
Souvororinn tradition lins toitclictl tlic licnrts of Ruasinn soltlici.~. 

I n  tliesc works it  will nppenr inorc clenrly Iiow bnselcs is tlic jiciierdly 
ncccptctl itlcn t1i:it Ihssinli iiifriiitry tactics niitl tmiiiiiig consist of untlilutctl 
cold steel, invigol-ntinn tonic tliorigli stccl way bc. 

firore ;tnnlyziiig t 8 s  \-nIiinblc work i t  is u c c c m r y  to notice n. few of tlie 
sdient p i i i t s  of tlic rcgulntious for infantry tactics which Drygalski* nnt1 
others Iinrc fully descrihd, and to sec how bir they harmonize or coiitnst 
with thc tcncliirigs of tlic Iintioiinl writcis. 

TIIF. XORIIAL ATTACK FOI:X.~TIOS. 

Xnny csjcnti;il cliaivw took plxo in tlic 1:uasinn field escrcim in 18c9, 
1874, niitl 1873, wliilc h l y  tlic liirdicr committee on tlic orpiii7:itioii niid 
instnictioii of t roop took tlic vi1ioL subject iii Ii:uitl ngniii :ifti% t ~ i c  ww, 
ant1 clnbocitcd nil ciitircly new p r o g ~ n ~ i i i c  by thc liglit of thc cspericnccs of 
that arduous c~nipainn. 

T I ~ C  rcgiilntions &r tlic instruction of tlio conipnnj-. n i i c ~  bnttnlioii in 
extentled ortlcr begin 1)y noticing tlint tlic conipnny is forn~ccl iu 9 linlf com- 
rn ics ,  4 scctiouq and 8 grotips or squnds (iii pncc), 1G iu war (rid: Fig. 1). 

f the 1:nttnlion is tlrnwi up in two lines, encli c,f 2 conipiiics, tlic closed part 
of the fiist linc forms tlic conipniiy reserrcs or slipports of the *!;irniisliiiig 
linc and the second liiic forrii9 tlic bnttnlion rcscrve. Forincrly tlic firing 
linc nns split up iiito group of 4 u e n ,  but these Iinvc bceii i inw siilqwcssctlJ 
nnd tlic squat1 iundc the lowcst tinit, wliilc it i3 lnitl tloivii t1i:it tlic scctioiis arc 
to bc kc r united ns long as possible. Two sections pcr corupniiy nrc iisunlly 
c r t c n d ‘  for attack. \i\‘lien tlic cliniu is rcinforcecl tlie supportiiig frnctioii 
zrrircs if p s i b l c  on n flank, nnd a t  all creiits keeps grouped togetlier uiidcr 
n siiiglc, coiitrol. Tlicrc is no nttenipt to  ninkc men in tlic firing liiic “close 
to  n flnnk,” perlinps the most nl)surcl nntl peniicious of all pixctices. Pntrnls 
p a d  the flaiiks during nil nttnck. 13i14c sounds can only be ordered by tlic 
bnttnlion cliief, cxccpt the “clinrgc:’ an9 tlic ‘I I)reF~rctorc\~--nlry.:’ ~i-~i is t lcs  
.arc used to givc \rnrninm of nn order or siginl. The compiiiy chief lins four 
intclligcnt mcn nttnelic8 to liis pcmn as a guard arid to mrry nidcrs. 

Regnrtling tlic fire discipline of the clinin, the rc,“ulntions s ly  tlint tlic riflc 

“ Die Xcu-Rrrssische Taktik, lSS0, Drygdski ; llusslands lITclrkraft, 1SS7, 
E.S. ; Tactics of tho Hiisiixi I n h t T , ”  Uurop. 
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FIG. 2. BATTALION ATTACK FORMATION. 
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RUSSIIS ISFalSTRP TACTICS. 9 G7 

IIOIV used Iins p e a t  recisioii, niid allo\vs of r:ipitl firc a t  grcat distnncce, ant1 
tllnt i t  is iiiiIisliciisiLc to niitleixtnuil at \vlint nioineiit nnc~ iiiitlcr \vlint cir- 
c1mstnnccs i t  is coiiveiiiciit to use OIIC  or nliotlicr of tlicsc pco1it:rtic-s. 
prccisioii of tlic arm is only v:ilurhlc wlicn tlic diiiiciisioiis of tllc lllnrk 
clioscn arc in proportioii to thc clistnncc. Ilnpid loading is profitccl by ill 
order to gain a ccrt:iiii dcfiiiitc result iii a short sl)acc' of tinic, ns ~ 1 1 ~ 1 1  a 
fresh Loily of troops nppcnrs uncspcctcdl - just as a bayonet clinrgc is about 
to tnkc placc. 6' ~mig-migc firing Ji i l iJ t  Lc isortctl to wit11 grcit prtitlcllce ; 
it  is only useful niid atlvaiitngeous \vlicu the mnrks ntlinit of rcsnlts cqiiivalellt 
to the ii~uiiLcr of rountls riscd : short-miigc firc nlonc Iins rcnl ~CCIII:~CJ-:~ 
In tlic firing linc iiitlivitlunl or vollcy firiiig cin LC used, or :L nnnicd iiiiiliLcr 
of rounds a n  be fired. 

At 150 to 200 paccs the clinin bcgins nipid firing, niicl tlic conipnny rcscrre 
11ian-s near iiiidcr co-icr of this, nntl in coiijunction with tlie c h i n  clclivciu 
tlic assnult ; if t!!c rcscrvc hns been iiicrgcd into tlic c h i n  Lr rciiiforcing 
diiring the attack, i t  is for tlic 1ntt:ilion !cscrvcs to give tlic tinnl iiulictiis. 
Tlic iiormnl front of a battnlioii attacking i s  520 1i:iccs. 

Tlirouglioiit d l  rcgulntioiis niicl commeiits the atlv:iiicc of tlic rcsci~cs, Ly 
wliatcvcr i ~ i m c  and in wliatever foimiatioiis, is lookcd upon with rcnsoii ns 
one of tlic most difticult and importaiit iiinttcrs to bring to Iicrfcctioii. On 
this subject tlicrc iii:~y Lc rcrld with iutcrcs: an ncco~iiit of nil cxl>criniciit 
condiictctl by Gcncml Uiqpniirov n aliort tinic ago, in onlcr to illustrate 
ccrtniii tlicorics on this Iicncl. 

oiic Lattalion oii tliis occasion occupicil iiu ciitrcnclimciit, niit~ xvns nttackcd 
by aiiotlier ; it wm piircly n frontal :itt:ick, nindc to bring out tlic various 
strip of tlic .assault on a field work. Starting :it a distnncc of 1,OOO ~ C C S ,  
tlic firing liiic of !!ic attack w;Ls iiitcntlc(l to  cross as npi(1ly ns I)oJ.sidc t):e 
first 600 1)aec's. llic battalion rcscrvcs :dlo\vcd tlic cliniii to gain 500 to 
600 pccs, and tlieii ntl\-aiicctl i-npidly 400 to 500 paces. A t  COO /.nccs. from 
tlic work t h y  \wrc only 50 paccs i i i  rear of the chin.  Tlic ittci now 
crosscd rxpitlly tlic i1ist;uicc Lcttvecii 600 aiitl 200 paccs, tlircn- tlicinwlvcs 
domi, mid bcgm a slinrp fire ; tlic rcserrcs now cimc up, pnsscd tliroiigli tlic 
first liuc, ant1 threw tiiciiixlws into the tlitcli of tlic work ; pmtccted by tlic 
firc of the cliniii rimniuiiig in position, t l q -  took Lrcnth and tlircw tlicni- 
sclves into tlic work, tlic cliaiii dasliiiig forward to particilntc i n  t l x  fiii:il 
action. Without reprcswting finality in :my way, niid iii fact bciiig o l m i  to 
criticisiu in a t  least two pnrticulars, this ex eriment is not without intcrcst. 

For botiies Inrgcr t~inii tlic bntt;ilioii tlic ituaaiaii rcgu1:rtious vi.iacly nbstniii 
froni laying do\~i i  iioriiinl fornis of attack. W i c n  "ninny bnttalions" arc on 
the grountl i t  is rcconiniendcd that tlicy shoriltl be dmvn up in onc, two, or 
tlil'cc lines, 400 to 500 paces npnrt. 

Tux SurrLr OF AXWXITIOS IS TIIF. FIELD. 
Fcw qucstions nrcct niorc vitally tlic cflicicncy of iiifniitiy in battle t1i:in 

tlic sound orgmiizntioii of tlic suliply of ammunition. During tlic war of 
1677 neither tlic rcgiiucntnl Girts nor tlic flying urks coiild be cIe1)ciitlctl on to 
rep!ciiis1i r q i i i ~ ~ y  tlic amniuiiitioii cnrricti by tlic men, nnt~ iii conscqiicncc 
from 90 to 105 rounds wcrc scrvctl out bcforc an action, this too for nien 
:inned witha short cingin:,. \vcnpoii :iiid trained to rescrvc tlicir tire. Skobelcv 
was even iii fxrour of a Inrger iiumkr, aiid c1ccl:ircd tlint 130 roiiiitls wcrc 
iiccessory to kccp up n figlit. Tlic tliicstioii attiacted much attciitioii iii 
Russin .as clacwlcre after tlic last war, and dividetl :iutlioritics into two 
opposing camps. .The first, Iicndcd by the Skobeler, wished to iiinkc tlic 
N C ~  themselves carry tlic iiccdcd supply for :action ; tlic other, with Gcnci-nl 
Zeddeler as cliicf cxpouciit, 1~x3 nnsious to li.$itcu thc burdcii of the soldicr 
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9G8 RUSSIAS ISI'.\STRY TACTICS. 

ns iiiucli as Imssiblc, but to plncc nii niiiple siipply of niiimutiition witliiii liij 
rcncli by sountl orgmiiziitioii of trniisport, niitl by iiictliotlicnl tlistribntio~l 
diiriiig n figlit. The lnttcr views prcvnilecl, iior docs tlierc scciii iuiicli do&t 
that the esentinl tliiiig iiow i3 to ovgaiiirc thc niiiiituiiitioii coluniiis witll 
cnrc, so that wlint they coiitniii, wlictlicr 20, 40, or 100 rounds n ium, may 
be rentlily nccessiblc nnd witltiii rcncli of troops; tliie is tlic innin poilit : 
tlic iiurnbcr of roiiiitls cnrrictl by tlic wngona is nlniost a secondary considen- 
tioii. I n  onler tlieii to iiinkc surc of success iii n inntter where fnrnierly 
failure lint1 bccii tlic rule, n nuniber of cslinustivc csperinieiits were uiidcr. 
tnkeii with a vclrict of cnrts mi11 \vagoiis proposed for rcgiiiiciitnl supply, 
w1iilc scveial mettiocC prolmsed to meet tlie tlitticultics of clistribiition \vcrC 
tried in tlic field. Without entering into cletnile of tliesc trials, tlic eiielal 
coiiclusioii iiiny 11c mcntioiiecl, iinniely, tlint two-wliecle(1 carts foini tYic liest 
nieniis of transport, niitl tlint tlicsc slioiiltl lx supplernciitccl by pack mini& 
in Iiilly coiiiitry. AR for tlic distribution. tlierc was n gciier:il eoiisensus 
of opinion that no systciii could ro\ c ~t i s fnc tory  unlcss itieti \vci'c rcnulnrly 
trniiiecl to tlic work, nnd the Xity-cst:iblialictl on n regular bnsig, IiIe nny 
otlicr service. Tlic instructions di:iivii up after tlicsc cspcriinents Instcql 
for soiiic tiiuc, until tlicy wcre nidilicd by tlic regiilatioiis of Jutic, 1 8 s ~ ~  
nbout to be de+dJed. 

Iii nccortl:uicc with tlic rccciit orgniiiaitioii of tlic regitiiciital train, the 
siipply of nriiiuuiiition of an iiifantry regiiiiciit, in nclclitioii to the roiiiids 
c:irricel by the meit, ninouiits t o  153,504 roiiiids, or 46 i-outids pi- iii:iii for 
tlic 3,500 nieii iii the rcgiiiiciit nmied with rilles. Tlicse are coiitniiicd by 
553 ziiic-liiietl c.ascs, wliicli arc arriecl iti 3.3 two-wliceletl cnrts, iiniucly, 
1G conip:iii aid  17 rcgiiiicntnl cnrtA Tlic rcgiiuciitnl ti-niti forms two gm~ips, 
of wliicli t i c  first iitnrc1te.s ininiedintely iii rear of tltc iigliting body, :iiid tlie 
reinniiitlcr nt tlic tnil of the coluiuii ; 8 conipaiiy cnrts iiinrcli i n  tlic first 
gi-oiip, niid tlic rest with tlic rcginicutnl rcwrve. 

The regiilntiiiiis of June, 1866, begin by iioticinn tlie forinations nssnrned 
by tlic carts w~icn trosps leave tlic coluiitii of ninrc5i. It is Inid i~oivii tliat in  
this cisc tlic fiist group of c u t s  should form up iii oiic or two lines, 20 pnccs 
iu  mar of their troop. 

When tlie troop p n s  from rceerw to figliting formntioiis the Oflicers 
coiiininiitliiig tlic scvci-nl iiiiits give gcKixl 'iiistructioris witli regard to the 
positioiis aiid moveiiiciit~ of tlic a r t s ,  iii nccortl:iiicc with coritlitioiis of 
ground niicl the esigeiicics of tlic figlit. Iii open groiiiitl tlic a r t s  must 
itot Ix! iitorc d i s h i t  tlinii tlic regiiiieiitnl rcscrye or tliird liiic of troops; 
if there is cover they iiiny conic up to the bnttnlions iii kecoiitl line, or 
ercti in rear of tlic conipiiiies of tlic 1ntt;dioir reserve iii fiist line. Tlic 
ariiis Ofliccr is rcqoird to keel' his a r t  as iiiucli as l m i b l c  out of fire wliilc 
follorritig out his instnictiotis ; hc kccps his chief iiiforiiictl of his iiiovcinents 
and positioii, aricl this Ofliccr informs in tiirii Itis subordinntca. Tlie carts 
Itnvc to follow tlic c lb  and flow of tlic figlit, niid the nrtiis Olliccr is ofteti 
called upon to take iniportniit clccisioiis upon his sole rcspnsibility. \Vlieii 
tlie cirts nrc tlistri1)ittctl niiioiig tlic compnnies, n X.C.U. is in chnrgc of cncli 
sectioii of cnrts ; tlic p i t i o i l  of the mrts is rtinrkctl by a red fl:ig in the day 
niitl B grccii lniitern at ninlit 

If aiiimiitiitioii cniiriot Ze brouglit up duriiig mi action froiii any cwse, tlic 
troops iiiny call upon ilieir sultlsrts iii rcnr for n fresh supply, niitl tlicse 
iii turn II  KIII tlic rcscrvcs; rounds of killed nitd wouiided are also collectetl. 
A lmly o/ troops requiring il frcsli supply miids two or t1in.c iiicn to tlic 
cliicf of the uiiit from diicli niiiiiiitiiitioii is deiiiniidetl ; linlf the supply 
of the latter is givcu over arid iueii told off to carry it. If tlic supply 
is clmwi froiu tbc a r t s  it is a r r ied  up either .in tlie ziiic-lined cases 
or in bJ@, which f o m  part of the equipmriit of the carts. Every request 
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I1USSIAS IXFASTRT T,\CTICS. 0 GO 
for aniniuiiitioii is to bc iiuiiicdiately complied with, froni whatever M y  
of troops i t  may come. Thc carts arc filIcd iqi from thc sccoiid group 
of carts, a t  tlic head of wliicli march tlic eiglit reiiiaiiiiiig rniiq)nny carts. 
This group is supl’osd to form UIJ 500 IXICCS iii 1vnr of tlic fiist group, but it 
1viIl probnbly Lc seldom able to do so. I~xperieiice sliow that oncc an animu- 
llitioii coluiiiii is sepnrntetl from its fighting troops by kiug placed, as tlic 
Russian sccoiid m u p  of conipiiy carts niid rcgiiiieiitn~ rcscrve arc placed, a t  
tlie tail of n coPumii, tlie c1i:inccs arc npins t  tlic ~ a p p y  discovery of tliis 
siipplv by tlic troops coiiceriied a t  tlic crisis of the action ; tlic train is lookctl 
111’011 as so iiiiicli liimbcr by aiixioiis conibatants 11rcssiiig 011 to tlic front; it 
gets liiislictl on one side, niitl as every roxl is covercd i v i t l i  ninrcliing coluiiina, 
ttic ctiniices are tlecitlctlly :igaiiist tlic rcscrvc ammunition rcncliing the troops 
for wlioni it is iiitciidcd. 

n o . \  zisc R I ~1.~25.  

In one way tlic questioii of ammunition affects Russia less vital1 . tliaii lier 

following the lead set by Cierninny. 1hssi:i has weiglity I’~:ISOIIS for this 
clcteriiiiiiatioii, niitl oiic ciniiot but :idmit that lier rcfusnl to abaiidon n riflc 
of provcd use on tlie h-tttlelicltl for :iu untricd arui notoriously defcctive in 
iuany tecliuicd details, is a dccisioii to lx trentetl with rcspcct. 

Siiice, oil the otlier hand, tlic grcat riiilitnry ~i(~igliloiir of Russia has 
clcliiiitcly acloptecl tlic repeating riflc, kiiowii as the 1871-8.1 

conscquencca of its atloptiou will te ,  and wliat reasons, otlier 
finaiici:il ones, the Russians cnii adduce in support of their coiiscrv:itism. 

It niny bc mid t1i:it tlic IICW Gcrruaii rillei is es~iitially n ciiiiibroos arm, as 
niiyoiic cnii jutlgc for liiinwlf by iiispectiiig tlic intteni a t .  tlic lloyal Unitcd 
scrvicc Iistitiitioii, aiicl, :i~tlioiigli 1 1 0  pnrts of t L  o~ rille cmi be usc(1 in  its 
niaiiiifactiire, the uc\v wcc~lioii i3 still esscutinlly tlie 1871 riflc-~ieitlicr the 
ballistic virtues noi* tlic wigl i t  of the aiiiiiiuiiitiori being cliniigccl :. tlic arm 
bciiig iurrcly iiiotlifictl iii :I few (1et:iils ant1 provided with a ningaziiie. Tlic 
infailtry liclcl csercisc book lins bccii w r y  sliglitl altcrctl to suit the ~ i e u -  
arm, mid the o l t~  rcgulatioii, iiniiic~y, tliat 6‘ in adrolleys, iiiorc iiiiportniicc 
IIIIISI Le ;ittaclictl 10 tr;iiiqirillit~nnircool~ic~s t l i m  l o  r;ll)itlitrof fire,” is innin- 
tniiietl in all its force, hiiig, i n  fact, interplnted after tlic iicw instriictions 
on the use of thc iiingaziiic, aid  so nctiug as a counterpoise to tlic iiew 
tciideiiciez. 

Fresh instructions for tlic tninirig of the battalion in Germany codify all 
tlint em Le said in favour of the ~-cpcn:ci*. “Tlic inagazine nrni,” I Y L ~  tlicsc 
iiistriictors, “gives tlic rjoldicr n coiitiniinl reserw of ani~iiunitio~i, nntl, tlinnks 
to this, Iic ciii be alaays ready to deliver his fire. This rcscrvc cin be 
always assur~~l ,  providcd that n ctiscrcct mid judicious iisc be mnde of it, mid 
that nll occisions for reiicwiiig it  arc profited by. The firer nirist iiever forget 
tlint tlic new ariii iucrenses the need for tlic most nbsolutc fire discipliiic, and 
tlint it  is destiuecl to 1iralucc not asuperficinlly acceleratcd but a ILIOIY? cflicwious 
fire. Ofliccrs and noii-couimisioiied ofliccm will, tlicrefore, be cnrrfiil tlint 
tlic mngnzinc storc is circfully liusbandcd, and only cmptietl a t  tlic decisive 
riioineiit. A t  long and medium miines fire rouiid by rouiitl is eiioiigli. As n 
gcucral priiiciplc tlic repenting nc141oii will oii~y ~c eiiip~oycc~ a t  t ~ i c  wry 
sliortcst distaiiccs. I t  is only iii csceptioiial ciscs that it can bc uscful 
bctwe?ii 300 and 800 yards, to profit by the rnomcntnry apparition of g o d  

For n dcrcription ond platc, scc thc “ Recue Yililaire de I‘L’hnger,” 15th 

iiciglihuiu, for iii tlic mattcr of rcpenting- rifles Itusin I ini ip i nck froiii 

l~ccoiucs a matter of iiitcrest to i i i t  uirc what this riflc is, what 

BIorcli, I=;. 
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0 i 0  RUSSWN ISFASTRP TACTICS. 

marks, rrhicli for tactical rcnsons i t  iii:iy bc dcsircd to COICT with a riolcllt 
fire.” 

Xow, it  is pcrfcctly well known that tlic fiindnuciitnl principle of & r 1 1 1 ~ ~ ~  
tactics is to seck out tlic decision by :L vigoroils olrciisive. Tlic wcnkcst 
portion of tlic Arniy begins tlic nctioii :it tliosc iiictliiiiii ri~iges xlicrc fire is 
ollicxious, ant1 mniiitniiis tlic frontal cr so-o?lled dciiioiisti’Rtioii-figlit. JIcnll- 
wliilo tlie iiiniii h l y  or rcscrvca arc collcctctl iii compnct ordcr, all irregn- 
lnrities of grouiid being profited by, so tlint thcsc iiinsscs cm npproncli closely 
the decisive and cffcctivc poiiit with ns little loss ns possible. 

Ncitlier in priiiciplc nor in npplicntion lins tlik gcncnl iiictlioil Leen 
clinnged. 

It mny bc atliiiittctl nt oiicc tlint, viewing tlic qucstion of rcpcntiiig rifle3 
in tlic abstract, if nn iiifnntry iiinkc.;r lip its miiid tlint it  finins n real 
supcriority by ndoptinz thc ningnziiic, it  woiiltl be folly to clcprivc it of suclI 
a gnrcnt iuornl Icvcnge 111 action. Eut riciviiig tlic IK1-8 I rifle, tlic adopted 
cliild of the Gcriiinii Army, it hns becn sccii tlint it  is only clesigiietl to utilize 
it3 fire for tlie finnl dcstriictivc lend-pnipiiig process prccctliiig tlic ;:ssniilt, 
niid )lacing ouisclvcs 011 tlic R i i ~ i i n i i  st:iiidpoint, i t  is ~iccc.ijnry to X S ~  
rrlicthcr tlic expcctntioiis foriiict~ of tlic iiriii will rcnlizcil,  nu^ if so, 
nlictlcr tlicy must pcrforcc be dcchivc. 

Some lierctics tlierc arc ivho doubt this, cvcu iii Gcriiiniiy, for n vritcr ill 
tlic 3filit;ir l l ’ o c l t c i ~ l k c t ~ ~  r:itlier sliglitiiigly rcmnrks tlint if tlic iicw arm gives 
a rcscrw of fire nt tlic opprtuiie iuoiiieiit it  is far from gunrniit~~iiiy this 
rescrvc iu n siirc fashion.” 

T I ~ C  adoption of \vlint arc cuplicmisticilly CTIM quick-toartiiig iiistcntl of 
quick-firiiigritlcs iu ordcr to lay strcs.3 011 :I tlistiiictioii with n tlitterciice, is, i i i  
rcnlity, opposed to all thc bcst tcitlitioiiu of Gcrninii fiir: discipliiic, :uid it  is 
not surprising tlint tlic oppoiicnts of tlic stcp :ire iiiiiucrous, iior ’ngniu that 
Russia stnrida riricont-iiiccd. 

It is \-cry riglit, 110 doubt, to say tlint tlic iungnziiic is oiily to bc nscd a t  
the olpr tunc  ” or “tlecisiro ” ~iioiiieut, but  wlicn thc iaiiks arc fillet1 with 
rescrvists who Iiavc lost tlic linbit of fire discipline, the tc~~cleiicj will 1iroL;ibIj- 
bc to euipty tlie ningnziuc bforc, tlic tiiiic, for iiiitler tlic wcsciit coiiditioiis 
of the iiifnutrj coriibnt onc ciiiiiot cspcct iiicu to :t~wnys jiictgc for tlicnisclvcs 
wlicii tlie I‘ psjcliologicnl iiioiiient ” Iixs arrivcd, nor ciii t l icj  aI\\-:i)-s have n t  
hniid niorc intclligc~it 1c:ulcis-b iiiforiii tlieiii. The instiiict of sclf-prcocr\-n- 
tion scizcs tlie iiiost inipressionnblc IUCII, wliilc the rest nrc iiot slow to ui:ikc 
the bcst of occasions tlint n-ill perpctiinlly I>rc‘wiit tliciiixlvcs for mikiiig iiic 
of their new weapon. I n  short, w h t .  tlic Riissiniis cxpcct, wlint liostilc 
German opiiiioii espectz, irr tlint tlierc ki l l  bc :L p a t  wmtc of nnimuiiition, 
niid t lnt  tlic ningnziuc will la emptictl beforc tlic riglit iuoriieiit. ‘fo preach 
pcncc ctlur-ition nntl to mctisc fire discipliiie is, 110 doubt, s~~iiictliiiig, but 
Trill not tliis tliscipliiie pnte bcforc tlic irresistible cmotions of tlic figlit 1 

Admitting, liowever, tlint iiicu ariiicd with rcl‘cntiiig riflca arrive within 
300 yards of it position with mnpzinrs full, ant1 h g i n  a violcut firc, 
will this bc siircly dccisivc? IIostilc opiiiion says not ; first, Lccniise tlic 
vnliic of fire tliniiiiislics rritli its iiitciisity ; nntl next, bccniisc tlic reserves of 
the cneiuy nrc partly slicltcrcd fiom this lcndcii Iinil, niicl rciiinin iiicrc or less 
nt clisposil for tlic crisis. In fact, tlic supcriority of iiiiiii1)eix at tlic dccisiw 
point will ah-nys liirc to be ncqiiircd, ns Lcfore, to tlislotlge n tlctcrmincd 
foc. Even on tlie dcfcusivc tlic new nriii will iiot givc ;in iiicoiitcstnblc 
advautagc : bcforc Plcviin the 64th Ilussiiiu regiiiieiit ciptured two rctloulits, 
which were held by Turks nrmcd with IVinchcslcr rcpc:itiiig rifles, although 

1 2nd “ Ucihcfl,” 16S8, p. 36 r f  sg. 
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RUSSIAN ISFASTRT TACTICS. 971 

tlic ad\-niicc vas mndc from 2,000 pnccs in  wry vulncrnblc formations, .ud 
the attack itself took plncc from 800 paces 

Tlic new nrniamciit of tlic Ceriiiaii iufaiitry will Iinrtlly praiiicc a tactical 
revolution : its ciuplojnicut \vill iiicrcxw tlic ucccl for a strict fire discipline, 
nud will oblige ~ C S ~ T T C S  to LC 1iusLnndctl iiiorc cnrcfiilly for tlic decisive 
moiiiciit. But tlic nrigiii:il cleploymeiit and covcriiiG of tlic troop, tlic advnilcc 
of the fiixt troops ant1 of tlic rcsen-es, a11 tlic tnctiml inctlids in fact wIiicIi 
werc indificd, not to sly proforuitlly altcrctl, by tlic iiitrwluctioii of tlic 
brcccli-loader, rcmnin tlic smnc to-day ns yesterday. Tlic adoption of this 
rifle cnn nnly be regasnrclctl .as tmiuitory iiicxsiirc until a good s~nall cnlilmc 
re watiiig ride is invciitcd. 

{Vitli all tlicsc coiisitlerntions licltl in view, tlic position wliieli tile r\ansinns 
llnvc tnken up, even if it  niiglit not bc expcctctl froni the g e n c ~ d  tciitlency of 
opinion in tlint coiiiitry, cmi bc rentlily iiiidcrstood. Tlierc rcmnins then, 
apart from tlic ( ucstioii of solid rensonin?, tlic question of seiitiincnt, of 
fceling among’soldici tlint tlicy arc les3 \wl?arm~xl than tlicir foes. If this 
feeling esists, it  lins bccn.alrcntly iioticccl that  it \vooltl bc preferable to aim 
them \\-it11 pitchforks iatlicr tliaii ab:iiitldii tlic nt1v;uitnge confcrrcd by tlic 
feeling of iiiornl siqmioritJ-. But tlic Russians qiiitc uiidclstand this, aiitl 
haw tricd to sliapc opinion to accord with tlicir conservative dccisioiis 
Thus, Gcncral voii ltoop, lioldiiig tlic iiiiportnnt command of tlic Odcssn 

Nilitnry District, addrcsscd nii ordcr to liis troolis concerning tlic question of 
rcpc:it iiig ri Ilcs. 

“Jlost of tlic nriiiics of Eiiropc,” remarks the Gciicid, “ l i n ~ c  lattcr!y be-iiii 
to adopt thc rcpcntiiiy rifle iii order to iiicrcxc tlic mpidity of fire of t h r  
irifmtry as nincli ns possible. Tlic i icws of this transformation, wlicii pro- 
lxigatcd in  tlic r:iiiks of our Ariiiy, may iiiducc iiicn to tliiiik that tlic rcpcat- 
iiig :irni is superior to tlie ordiiiary riilc. (huscqiicntly, I 1iave niade it iiiy 
dutT to have tlic question stndied by specialists, and I now liriiig for inid 
their conclusiou for tlic iiifomatioii of thc troops placcd uutlcr my 
coiiirnnnd. 

*‘ Cnui~xirLwns made bct\\-ccn thc two systems linvc cnnblcd 11s to  concliidc 
that the typcs of repenting rifles a t  prssclit iiivriitctl aucl pnrtinlly ado ted 
by foreign armies 1i:iw very consitlentblc (lcfccts. ~ o n d d  wit11 311 tyieir 
c:irtritlges, tliesc wen ous licco~nc Iiiucli Iicnvier tlinn the ordinary rille ; tlic 
mccliaiiiarii of tlic r ornicr is also n!ore, coinplic?tetl ant1 more casily dis- 
organized thaii that of tlic latter. Passing from rcpcatiug fire to firc round 
by roiintl, necesnrily iueaiis 1053 of tinic. Aftcr prolonged firc with thc 
magazine tlic rille barrel grovis hot, soiuctiiucs aliiioat red-liot, niitl tlie ras t  
amount of smoke prcvciits any csnct aim h i n g  givcu to tlic firc. Iastly, tlie 
centre of gravity of thc arni changes as tlic mngaziiic is empticcl, wliicli t1oc.s 
1i:wiii to tlie precision of the firing. Tlicru is c w r  - reason to serioiisly doubt 
w~ict~icr  tlic solc ntlvaiitngc of npiciity of firc iii:ikcs up for n11 tliesc incon- 
.veniences and dcfccts. 1s i t  not better to  wait pnticntly for r? prohblc 
perfection of the repeating riflc iustcad of conclcn~ning an arm tlint Iias sliowii 
its 11owcrs ninny a time in action? 
“ Evcn tliosc wlio nrc prejiitliced in favour of tlic new systcm recognize 

qnitc u-ell thnt in an ciiconntcr between two adversaries, onc LciiigaJiiictl with 
any knorrn yt tc r i i  of tlic rc miter, :lid tlic otlicr with thc 0rcliii:iry rille, 
victor nil! hot actimlly dcpcnci ii]ioii the quality of the riflc in onc SjStCN 01‘ 
tlic otici, but citlicr upon tlie ability displnycd iii tlie i i x  of tlie arm, upon 
supcriority of iilstriiction, ant1 first and forcmort, iipon tlic worth of tlic 
troops. The order addrcssctl to the Guard Corps, on tlic 28th Augiist, 1657, 
before tlie last mmpaign, containc? the following pasmge :-‘It is iieitlier by 
superiority of ~iiiri~bcn nor of arruameiit, nor by the p ~ c r  of clcfciisive 
positions, that o w  valiniit leadcrs in thc past linvc rcudcrcd their I ~ M U C Y  
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9 i 2  RUSSIIS ISFASTRS TACTICS. 

iinmortal in tlicir victories ovcr tlic foe, but rqtlicr by tlieir spirit of 
iiiitiative, by tlicir ability iii directing iiiovcmeiits, :iud by tlic \-dour of tllc 
soltlicrs' 'I'licsc words Iiavc bccn justifictl o i i  tlie bnttleficld. L t  115, tIicrc. 
fore, hcoiuc iiuliressccl with the coiivictioii tlint tlic tiiiic Iins not yet nrril-cd 
lo clinnge the nrniameut of our forces, niitl tlint wliilc wc rctniii the Iiijtoric 
cnlour of oiir troops, we sball liiivc iiotliiiig to fear with our iiingiiificcnt 
&mlails, no uintter what arm our enemies iiiny linvc iii tlicir Iinnds." 

DR.\GOII I ROY'S A K ~ s t - a r s .  
I n  liia introduction to thc Company 1\1niiiinl &?iiernl Dngomiror clearly 

Tllesc 
h e r ,  l i c  mys, togctlicr wit11 iristriietioiis nliicli ~ i a w  equal wig1it: oilly 
ticternmine the ninrcli of iiistructioii with rcgnrd to encli sepnrntc object of 
military etliimtion, but tlic gcneixl fusion of tliis ec1uc:itioii niid of tlicsc rnriolls 
elenients, dcniniicled in tlieir pncticnl npplimtioii, is iiot niid miiiiot be tlieaim 
of any re-ulntioii. IIc tlieii deriinnds tliat tlic spirit ant1 iiot tlic letterof tIie 
J ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ I  si'iould be followed, gmlwill and Iiersoii31 intelligence being preferable 
to plngiarism. Thc tliiiig is worth the troiilile, lie ndds, for tlic fatc of tliou. 
siiitls of people, victory or dcfcnt, glory or dialioiiour, tlelicnd upon tlic ~iiorc 
or lcss judicious inniiiier iii which tlic cducitioii of t roop is 1)mctiscd. 
Siieeess of iiistructioii depeiids iipon tlic clinracter of tlic cducitioii of tIie 
soldier, tliat is to say, upoii tlic esteiit to wliicli lie is pnctratcd by the coil- 
victioii of Iiis tliity : it is cdiicitioii t ln t  doiuiii:itcs cvcrytliiiig. 

It is not imctiable to give iu ful l  tlic iiistructioiis aucl siqestions coil- 
t n i n d  iii tiiese ~ ~ a i i u n ~ s  ; but tlieir spirit a i l  be coiiiprcliciicrCtl by rcndiiig 
n certniii number of extracts froiii tliosc Iinr:igr:qilis \vliicli nppcnr to disclosc 
most clearly tlie system puixucd niid tlic iiicniis recoiiiiiieridcd for ensuring 

EDC~~TIO:;. 

1. L' The co>iipj?I/ chief i s  re.yonsibIe that a good direction Ce yireir to the 
education of the meit and all the cadre3 of his conipni~y:~ lie lias tlic duty of 
niakiiig siirc that cncli xiiaii kiiows his work, a i d  of tnkiiig iiie.?siires to tiinkc 
good any deficiciicies lie iiiny cliscover. unfortuiintc Iinbit, jicrpctiintctl 
from the time when the Ofticcr n.ns still 'your csccllciicy ' for the soldiers, 
places tlic coinpiiy chiefs ii 1011 n iiiisiiiitlerstoocl footiiig of cqunlity with 
tlieir snbnlteriis, iiinkiiig i t  hifiiciilt for tlieiii to conipletc aiic~ rerify tlic 
instruction of tliese yoiiiig gentlemen. It is high time to girc up tliesc 
errors. ! h e  comi;ldesliip, worthy of iiicu wlio respect tliemselvcs, is not 
esclusivc of the obligations of tlie Service, on tlic coiitrnry i t  presupposes 
tliciii. Ire \vho 1i:is the nritliority arid tlie duty to tcncli iiic tlic Iinainess on 
wliieli my futurc dcpeuds, niitl wlio clix\vs Lnck from tlic tnsk by n false 
feeling of delicacy, is no trJc coiiinde. Awiii, conirnclesliip is so far frorii 
1)eiiig iiieoiiipntib1c ai t l i  the esiwucics of tlie Service tlint, i i i  faet, it 
cniaiintcs clircctly froiii it. 111 rcniity i t  is familiarity tliat is iiintiniissible in 
tlic Serriee, becnusc i t  is coiitnry to tlie interests of tlic Service." 

0. '' JYlicn i t  is n question of tlic private soldier we iiiiist remember before all 
else tlint (luring tlie tiglit it  is not by virtac of tlie tniiiiiig we give liini tlint liis 
legs carry liirii oil with inore or less intrepidity, niid tlint liis niiiis work iu a 
more or lcss sciisililc iiiniiucr. Irere eyer *tliing dcl~eucls iii tlic tirst iiistaiice 
upoil tlic m y  tlie lieart beats nut1 t1ieIienci)rensons. It  is, tlicrcforc, 11cnd ant1 
licnrt wemust h n r  in mind before all else wlieii we think of making soltlicm. 
Tlie time wlieii it  w.u iiiingiiied that by addrcssiiig ourselves to legs and 

1 The italics nre in all ciscs from tkc tcrt. 

oints out to \dint esteiit his writiiigs enii suppleiiiciit the regulations. 

sI1cccs. 
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RUSSTAS TSFA\\STRP TACTICS. 973 

nl7US oiic also ntltlrcs~ctl .Iicntl niitl lirnrt is  pnst i i cwr  to rctnni. No tlorlbt 
lunny ~icoplc [lo iiot tliiiik so, but  this is iiicvitxblc wlicii old ciistoiiis 
tlctliroiicd by n e w  i d e m  Brit e ~ c i i  tlicsc 1icoplc beconic npostntcs little by 
littlc. 

\Villingly or uinvilliiigly riflctl nrnis coiiipcl tlicni thy by t lni  and by 
slow degrees to  nccclit iiiniiy itlcns which nlilic:ir to  tliriii rcvoltiiig lieresics 
bcforc. 

It is iiicoiitestnllc: tlint tlirnugli lcgs niitl xni3  oiic rnii inniingc to tIri\-e 
n littlc soiiictliiiig into tlic Iicnd, b u t  to begin witli this sonictliiiig is l i n t  
c~iougli fnr n mnii who is cnllcd oii to give his life for his country, nnd i i i  
tlic secoiitl plncc \-cry ofteii wc ncliicvc tlic xilost iilicspcctctl rcsii l t~,  directly 
opposctl to tliosc wc Iinvc in vicw. It is, tlirrcforc, n great mistake iu  a 
c.niiipnny cliicf to iiiinginc tlint by tcncliing his iiieii bnynnct work, musketry, 
cvoliitioiis, nnd w c  of groiiiitl, tlint lie lins tloiic nll tlint is iicrrzsnry, nlid t ha t  
tlic rest will coiiie in tlic onlilinry roiiixc. Ouc mny IJC cvcr so coliipetciit nt  
bnyoiict prncticc niitl muskctry without linvin,n niiy itlms of niilitnry duty. 
Scck, tlicn, bcforc nll clsc to  engraft in the  sdtlicr‘s henrttliesciisc of military 
duty, tlcvclop iii liis Iicntl idcns of Iioiioiir niitl Iioncsty, streligtlicn ;iiitI 
clcrnte his Iicnrt, nnd i t  i3 tlic rcst tlint will conic ii:itiidly.” 

3. ‘I Our t:wk Iixs iio\v become \-cry tliflicult ; sticccss is only possible aiidcr 
tlic cs I I C , ~  coiiditioiis : (1) tlint tlic work is rrgulsted coiifnruinbly with 
tlic ciirls’ih’vicw ; (2 )  tlint n iiictliotl i3  ntloIitc(1 c : i p n ~ ~ c  of giving ns solid 
nntl quick r c t u r u  ns 1iossible.” 

Tlic first poiiit tlciiiniitls (1) tlint n r~?tionnllr  cl:iborntd plnii slinll giiitlc 
all iiistriictioii, for if lint sotiictliiiig iiiny bc oiuittcd or Iicrlinps tinic m:iy IJC 
givcii up to tlilYcrciit brniiclics of the instruction out of Iiroportioii to  tlic 
rchtivc iiiiportniicc of rncli ; (2) tlint tlic coiiiliniiy chief tlioroiiglily iinder- 
staiirls tlic par t  of instruction wliicli clcvol\-c~ upoii liiiii, nntl tlint which is 
t he  Iiiisiiierj of subnltcru Ofliccrs, iioii-coiiiriiissioiird ofliccrs, nnd ilistructors.” 

Tlic Iirn.qr:’:iiniiir i j  iiow rcgiilntctl for all tlic nrmy undcr olficinl riihs, 
but  i t  is iiot wnstc of tiiiic t o  lay stress upon this poiiit.” 

4. “It  is kiio\vn tha t  tlic prcp:irntioii of t r o o p  lins two tlistiiict br:i1iclic3, 
cducntion niid iiistriiction. It iq thc coinymiy did ulto cimf 1tritlcrtctA.c tltc 
tnrk o f c o ~ i / f r ~ ~ i i ~ i g  rrcriiitn i ~ i  t lrcj irst of thcsc brarlcltcr, tha t  is to  ST i n  tlic 
obligations rntlicr tlinii tlic tlutics of cseciitioii. ~ ~ i e  ccrenioninPcvi bc 
taught by instructors, the conipniiy cliicf verif~irig tlic work of his 
nsiistniits.’- 

8. ‘I Tlic method cm bc forluiilntctl iii two \vartls : prcfcr ocular ~ ~ J ~ I O J I -  
stration to  rcrbal c r y h a t i o n  in  rill c a m  rrltcre it is possible. It is bcttcr to 
show once tlinn eqilniii tweiity tinics.” 

Nevcr forgct tlint yoii ntldrcsi coninion soldieiu, niitl t ha t  i t  is  neccs- 
wry (1) iicvcr to give tlicni niorc than OIIC or two itlens at  n time, nrid to 
reqiiirc tlint tliey repent nt  mice \\-lint is toltl tlicni ; 110 discussions witli tlic 
soldicr ; (2) avoid wortls only c~iiploycd in laoks ; (3) tcncli only wlint is  
iiirlispciis~llc ; (5) scizc every occ-sion for ocular denionstrntion nntl use ns 
few wortla ns j>.os.siblc.” 

8. L‘Tlic rcciuit join3 his regiment tlisposctl to olcdiciicc, or what conics 
t o  tlie s-me thing-to excciitc ortlcm rcccivctl. For from his irifnncy Iic 
Iixs obeytl tlie iientl of tlic fniiiily niitl, wlicii n iunn, tlic rcprcsentatircs of 
authority \rho arc iii iuiiiictliatc contact witli the pens-nt. This faculty Iins, 
thcrcforc, oiily to be spccinliscd.” 

11, ortler to  cnrry out  niilitnry duties we rcquirc pllJlCttlalif~ nntl 
promptitiidc iii tlie escciitiori of ortlcrs, b s c d  tipon 3 boilMlleJJ Jcrotioli, nut1 
sustniiicrl Iiy tlic nctirc ubrkiny o j  tltc iiitclligcricc. All tliesc cod i t ions  arc 
indispcnsnblc in wnr, siiicc siiccess in th i s  depcnds II 1011 tlic unniiinious 
action of 2iIasjcs in nccortlniicc will tlie will of a singkc J i r i c l i l a l .  

6. 

9. 
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3 74 RUSSLiX LYI.'AL\iTRT TACTICS. 

"\\'c 111ust not forget tltnt niir mission id to killby gctting killed. This is 
Iioiiit u p t i  wlticli wc itiiist IIC\-CP shiit 0111' eyes. TO ninkc \\-nr niid kill witli- 
out bciiig killctl is n cliitticrn ; to tunltc w i r  :uitl vet killctl witliout killiiir. is 
Stiiliidity. 11-c must t ~ i c n  know lton- to kill wliilc Litig rc:idy to pcrisli. ';llc 
Nn11 \v11o vo\vs l t inidf  to Ciciitli is tcrriblc. Sotliiug will stop liini frou, 
w:tcIiitig liia god uiilcss n foolisli bullct I I ~ O I V S  him CIOIYI~ 011 liis way ; Lilt if 
oiie cnii kill n iiinn oiic cnii't kill n wliolc cortipniiy. In coiiseqiiciicc tllc 
rolrlicr iiiust ~unkc  111) Itis ruitid not to fcnr dentli nliile Icnrniti~ tlic nrt of 
~clling his skin (lend)-. For this tlevotioii niitl intcllijicticc nrc required ; to 
nit1 tltc lnttcr i t  is iiccessnry to givc tlic soldicr xs well ns tlic Ofliccr :I well- 
rcxsoiietl nntl stiitlicd itistriictioii in nll tlint coiistitutcs their speciality. 
Self-tlciiinl is strciintlicnctl in n soldier chiefly Ly rducntion, wliilc tlic 
tlcvclopniciit of intelligcncc iii tIic setisc of wnrlikc iisc is iiinitily acquired 
by instriiction. 

'I Ittstricctioti iciil coiitribittc so niitclr thc viorc fJ confirnt tAc rcsitlts of cduccc- 
( ~ I L  as thcc.rrljcncics of this i,istri!ction a r c  in Itnriiioiijy icitlr thc  end7 in ricic." 

10. I t  It must not bc thought tlint scvcrc Iiiiiiislitiicnts c:in coii tr ihtc to 
nccclcrntc niid perfect tlic soltIici.'s etliimtioti. Xotltiitg of tltc kiiid. The 
best sJ-steni of uliicntioti is to Lc nl\vnys iiiflcsiLlc :itid uiic1i:uycnlilc in tlic 
deniniitls iitntlc of tlic soldier froiii tlic first. Let  h i u  know tltnt nlint is told 
lt i i i i  oiicc lins to Lc dotic nlwnys; tlint crrtniit ncts  will iiifnllil)ly product ccrtniti 
pitiiirliiiicnts. In n wor~l, let Iiiiii sec that Itis tlutiea arc thc tiiriic gestcitln), 
to-thy, niid to-niorron-. Tlicn Iic will train Itinisclf to tlic f;titliful csccutioii 
of Itis duties, wliiclt will Lecotiic for Iiim uicrc routiiic, tlint is to sxy sccoiitl 
iintiirc.:' 

Tlic iicrt qucstioii Gciici-nl Drngoniirov dkciisscs is tlint of the ordinnry 
routiiic of scrvicc. Tlic basts of this, lie says, rest on four prccclits : 
(1) OLcy ortlcrs ; (2) n c w r  nbsciit yoitrsclf witliout Ic:ivc ; (3) if niiytliittg 
out of tlic \vny Iinppeiis report to your iriiiiicdintr sii icrior ; (4) tnkc cnrc of 
your nrtiis, ~ o c ~ y ,  nri t~  clotliitig. A soldicr who tlioroug~i~y iinclcistaiids 
tliric prcccpts is n xunu oiiwlioni oiic cnii couiit. 

The Gcneial tlicii Iny-s do\rn tlie iiccil for reciprocity iti Iinyiiig attention 
t o  iiinrks of resp'ect, and justly csclnitiis agninst tltc stioLLisliticz3 of sottie 
Ofliccrs wlio fail to rcturii siliitcr, sliowiiig tlicrcliy tlint tlicy arc Ips \vcll 
Iiroit4it up tlinii tlicir iiicii. nnd giving n InnientnLlc csntii dc of iirglcct of 
rcgiiritioiis. \ ~ i c n ,  ~ i c  n t ~ t ~ a ,  oiic t~ocs not cscciitc oiic'a oblrntioiis, oiie iins 
no riglit of itiilircssiiig tliid cluty upoii otlicts. ~ ~ t c  ~etter:iT i3 very scvcrc 
upon tli JC vlto follnw the lcttcr iiistcntl of tlic spirit of rc,nulntioiis, niid 
rccounts?lie story of tlic nttcrn )tctl nsanssitintioii of Gctieinl Loris-?cIcliko\-, 
w ~ t o  Itiniself scizctl tlic w0u1t1-L ninlcfnctor, w ~ i i ~ c  tlic gciitlnriiic on cliity 
stood liy nt nttciitioii in n rigid nttitudc with his 1i;ind to his cip. H e  snj-s 
tltnt it is tlic conipniiy cliief nlonc d i n  cnn inculcnte tlic triic seiise of duty 
to  liis mcii ; it is no use, Itc snys, to confitlc tltis riinttcr to tlie iioii-couiiiiis- 
sioitcd ofliccrs of tlic coritpnuy ; with tlic nctunl tliirntioii of colour scrricc i t  
is qiiitc cnougli to cspcct tlic lnttcr to carry oiit tlicir own dutics untl supcr- 
visc tlie way in \rliicli the rniik nnd file cnrry out tlieiis. KO doubt, Iic 
: i t I t l ~ ,  tlierc nrc esceptions, Ltit IYC arc not coiiccrtictl with csceptioiirr. By 
1inssitig d l  tlic coiitiiigciits tliroiigli his ltniitls tlic c:iptniti gets to know 111s 
riicii tlioroiiglily nnd to Lc kiiown by tlicni, n condition of tlic utmost ini- 
portniicc in ttansforming tltc company from n nicrc ngccloiucmtion of iiieii 
to  n compact orgniiimi wltosc licntl is tlic gnnic conipnny.cliief. 

Tiirtiiitg nest to gii:irtI rlutics Gciiernl 1)r:igoiiiirov lioiiits out tlic 
ciioriiioiis iuportnncc of this first stcp in tlic soldicr's rcslioiisillc service. 

L'.I.lic lifc nnd dentli of liis fcllow-Leiu.c.p arc now left to tlic dirccriinic~it 
of the sentry, witliout any giiitlc n t  Itis clLow to direct him ; to fulfil this 
riiost diflicult ntid tlioruy tnsk all tlic Lest qiinlitica nre required. Every 
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RUSSIlS  ISFXSTRY TACTICS. 9 i 5  

rccriiit without csccptioii must bc tlinroiiglily tmiiied to this duty, for if i t  
is collfitlctl at n critic91 nionient to ninii wlio lias not bccii tliorougllly 
trniilccl the pc:itcst ruisfortoiics iiiny rcsiilt.” 

‘rllc Gciicrnl then ndviscs that iiicii sliolild bc posted, nnd that nfter their 
(1iitics llnrc bccii fully cxplniiictl to tliciii cfi’orts slioiiltl Lc iiintle to gct 
cnuntcrsixii frniii tliciu, to nct t!iciii to give up their rillcs, &c. If they fail to fall 
illto tlic ~ r n p  tlicy sliould P,c gi\wi soliic nionc to S I ~ O ~ V  qqircciatiou of tlieir 
clcrcriiess ; if tlicy accept tliis tlicy slioiiltl t c  toltl t1i:it i t  is slinnicfl1l to 
nccclit iiicucy wlicii on seiitrj. Agniii, nicii must refuse to bc relicrctl 
c x q t  by the corlin~“1 who Ins lilncctl tliciii, niitl ntteiiipts niust be nin& to 
Cntmp tlicm ngniii iii this ninttcr. Oiicc 111nil 113s LCCII t:tketi iii and give11 
3 good tnlkiiig to, say’s tlie Gciiernl, Iic will iiot err again. 

ISDIVIDCAL ISSTIXXTIOS. 
Tlte Geiiernl strongly ntlriscs miiskctry nnd bnyoiict practice bcforc 

m n n i d  cscrciscs. Iic rcconiiucnds tlic \vcll-kiiowii p x n p ~ b ,  p~lisitles, niid 
ctitcticr of tlic Gci7iia11 out-door gymnastic clrill, niitl stroitgly urges tlic 
ilcccssity for plcnty of gviuiinstics iii gciicrnl. Xot less docs Iic p r w j  tlic 
iiiiportnucc of roulc-ninrciics iii f i iII  iiinrcliing ordcr, niid sags tlint infailtry 
cnii call itsclf n good ~iinrcliing lid) wlicii it cnii cover stngcs of 30 kilo- 
111Ctrcs for scrcixl days ill succcssioii, niid ouly Icnvc R fcw stragglers. To 
cffi.ct this, a rigorous progrcsioii iii tlic iiicrcnsc of wciglit niitl distalice 
is esjciitinl. 

To nccristoni men to uinkc skilful iisc of tlic 
h jo i ic t  in  Ixittlc tlic followiiig mist be frcqiiciitly practised : I n  exercises 
:igiiist clumniy fgurcs great nttciitioii must Lc p i d  to tlic vigour nntl prcci- 
sioii of tlic thrusts ; tlint is to sly, tlint lcss nttciitioii iniist bc p:iid to pcrfcc- 
tion of pnradc niovciiieiits nil11 iiiorc to Vigorous liloivs wcll :iiiirctl nt tlic 
pnrt of tlie tliiiiiiiiy clcsignntccl. Ihyonet tlumniics arc clic:iply r u d e  with 
xtiaw :ind \\-001, &c. X c i i  ~iiiist tliriist with tlie bnyonct as tlicy run with- 
oiit Icsmiiiig tlic lcnst iii tlie world tlicir p c c  a t  the monicnt tlicy tlirust. 
Wiis is tlic only nicnns of acciistomiiig tlieni to n-itlicIi:iw the Iinpoiict 
~~roiii l it ly nftcr :I Glow-. A s  n good trniiiiiig for tlic cyc it is ii.scfril to tcncli 
I I I C I I  to run tlirougli tliiniiiiies which :ire wnvetl about a t  tlic ciid of n ropc.” 

‘ t  111 Lnyoiict practice of two iiicii togctlicr tlic chief tliitig is to develop in 
tlic two ntlvermrics the rcrdoitr ( ( i d  coiiuiafion 01 tho figAt to tlrcir wtniost 
liniit, nnd coiiseqiictitly not ntt:icli too niucli iiuportniicc to tlic Iictlnntic 
rxccution of tlie rule ‘lJnrry Gist nnd tlieil tllrust’ ! This nilc is chiefly gn~d 
for meii of calm tenipenment niicl wlio osses g c a t  skill iii tlie a r t  wliicli 
cniiiiot Lc nttniiictl iii-tlic iiistriictioii oP tlie mas. OKliiinry pco >1c will 
oiily succecc~ in giving souiit~ blow iii bnttlc if tliey ~ i n v c  bccn we11 tanglit 
not to pay iiiricli attention to’tlicir own dcfcnec. To give tlic riglit sort of 
tlirust tlic m-cnpnii niust be wicltletl u-itli both liniitls, niitl must iicverj bc 
quite Ict go wit11 tlic lcft liniid when R blow is delirered with tlic riglit. 
l\t tlic sniuc tiiiic it iiiust be csplniiicd to tlic men tlint the artifices employed 
by nicn in practice pitted one qviiist nnoflicr arc nut of plncc on tlie h t t l c -  
field iii tlte sliock of ninscs d i e r e  n stnightforward tlirust iii o d  enriicst 
:uid with Loth liniicls is \ d i n t  we wniit. This is’ why i t  ia n u s c f j  prncticc to 
d n \ v  up iiicii iii siiiglc r;iiik opposite :I row of duniniics, to uinkc tliciii clinrgc 
at, n good fast riiu froiii tlic tlistniicc tlic nnsnult is usunlly’gi\-cii, and tlieii to 
tliriist straight to their front up to tlic hilt. Tlicrc arc iio iiictliotlicnl rules 
to bc positively ~irrscribctl for this npprenticcsliip. To iiitrducc rulcs for 
this kiiid of busiiics \voulil bc to prow tlint tlie wliolc cssciicc of tlic affair 
is ruisuiidcistood. Eut special nttciitioii must be paid to tlic pro1xpt tcilk- 
drccicccl of the bayoiist iiwicdiatcly tXc bloio is dc[iccrctl.” 

10. “ILiyoiiet pixticc. 
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376 RUSS1.W ISFASTRT TACTICS. 

Tlie General nes t  orScs the iiecesity of ncquiririg a firm, free step nl1(j 
1,cnrilig before niiy clrcs~iijg is ~ ~ i i g l i t  for, niid ii i  coiiiicctioii with this liieiitionH 
3 Siyiiig of Souvorov’s at a time wlicii the pace \CZS retlitcetl from nit amljiilc 
to tllree-quirtem. “TIE pnce 11~s h ~ i i  ~ l i i c ~ d  by 3 quarter, so tlint \vlicll 
\ve iunrcli ngniiist the eiiciiiy we oiily (lo oiir 30 veixtcs iii place of 40.’) 

In the liest two p i ~ g i ~ p l i s  wc fiiitl tlic whole CSCIICC of the firc disci lille 
iriciilcntcu~ by tlie iiatioiinl sc~iool, niic~ tlic ideas foriuulntctl ou t1ii3 ~icnJ’ are 
worth nttcntion. 
23. “ Ever since breech-loaders r e r e  ndoptctl it lins hccoiiic iiitlispeiisal,le 

for all ieo ile to liccoiiic coiivincccl of tlic triitli of the nxioni ‘Fire slowly but 
siircly! dtnrtiiin froni tliis oiic s ~ i o u ~ ~  iiinkc it tlie rille in pcncc to restrict 
as mucli as ssielo tliose practices most c7pablc of tlevclopiiil; iii tlie soldier 
the habit oRimii ig  cnrrlessly niid firing linstily, alloniiig 111111 to p i n  t l~e  
belief tlint lie 1i.u tlic right of frcelj tlisposing. of liis firr, not on1 iii open 
ortlcr, but eveit in close orclcr too. ~o i i srq i i c i i t~ j  it  is ncccscnry (13’ to avoit1 
blniik firing, wliicli aids in ngitatiiig the soldicr, aiitl mnkcs liiiii aim mrelcesly 
nntl fire Iinstily. (2.) To kccp the coiitrol of fire in the liands of tlie proper 
chiefs, lint oiily iii close orclcr, but also pnrtially iii opcii oidcr. Tlie \vlioIe 
iiinrcli of iiistructioii slioitltl coiitribiitc to ciigrnft iii tlic soldier tlic coiivictiori 
that oiily co~vnrds arc in n Iriirry to firc, iiiid tliiit :i soltlicr wlio respects him- 
self sliould nlwys wait for tlic word of coiiininiitl. A iiiaii wlio fircs \ v i t l i o ~ ~ t  
word of coriiiriniitl iii close ortler is griilty of tlie crinic of disobcdiciicc to his 
siipwior. 111 open ortlcr the cliicfs, wlictlicr Oiliccr~, iioii-comiaissioiiei~ 
oflicers, or elioscii mcn, do not nl1vny3 clctcriiiiiic the inoniciit for firing, biti 
they slioirld guide the rlirci&hers i j i  their selection of (1 mirk, c o i t l  order t h 0 i b  
to ccnsc fire irhencrcr tltc adrniitagca that may be gciinctl by fire trill ti& k IiMj 
to corrc.*pnd to fhc probublc coiisi;itiption of uiiini~oiitioii.” 

Alwnjs fire Iiy volle~-s in closed ranks, 
nncl the smic for clioicc iii olxii ortlcr, cq‘ccially if the distniice is orer 
800 ~nce%. \‘ollc s arc bcttcr tlinii iiidivitlual lirc. Pire rciiiniiis wider 
coiittol ; tlic sniolc does not iiiterfere witli tlie aim, tlic mint of i m p c t  of  
tlie bullets cwi ~c noticetl. Firing iiiiist tnkc plnce trniiqui~\y, agniiist a clcnrly 
tlefirietl mark, niitl bc csccri;ctl with tlic g!c:!tcst possiLle c:ire. Rapid firiiig 
01it:iiiictl nt tlic c x ~ ~ c i ~ s c  of cnrc given to n i i i i i i i ~  iiicrcnscu the espciiclitiirc of 
nuiniiuiitioii, niitl cliniiiiislies tlic cliniices of Iiittiiig. 

“Chiefs of sqiintls, iiistc:itl of wntcliiiim iiieii to we that the sights arc 
nltrretl, tlint firing ia ordcrly, that all wor3s of eonimniid arc c7rrietl out, niiil 
t h t  wnriiiiigs arc paid ntteiitioii to, nre otteii scizccl wit11 nil uiircnwiiing 
agitation, niitl miioc a lot of ponder to be wnstetl nt nhiirtl marks. Tlicsc must 
be tniiglit to do their ditty quietly nncl sensibly, niid witliout slioiiting. It is 
the first shots tlint prochi& the .pentest impression lipon tlic ndrenary. This 
is the renwi that they FIIOUI~I  be well nimetl, for hntlly-aimed sltots only 
cmboIcleii a fnc, siiicc they tencli Iiini.to believe tliat our fire is wort11 little.:’ 

2.7. “Iit.nll distances it is best to aim a t  the foot of the object ; a ricocliet 
is north niorc tlinii n shot wliicli flies overlientl. Oli thc fidtl of Lnttlc tlic 
follorrinn must be cnrcfrilly avoided : (1.) \'alley firing with several sights, 
for tl ie cC.spci.jioii of the b i t ~ e t s  is quitc eiioug~i evcn wlien 311 men take tlic 
snme clevntioii. (2.) Firing with n iinmctl nuiiibct of roiintls ns w l l  n~ rapid 
fire, sincc both oiie niicl the other e;lsily ilegcnentc into irregiilar firing, wliicli 
is very dillieiilt to rjtop.” 

In some furtlicr reiiiarku u mi this question, General D n p m i r o r ,  after 
sliowiiig tlint it is not wortli t t e  trouble to fire at single men owr 300 pcerl, 
stntcs flint volley firing nt long distanccs willbc nrc,  niicl geiienlly spenking, 
tlint an eflincioria or \vcll-nimecl fire cuiiiot h npid. An;liu, lie says, fire 
must not rapid, bcciiisc i t  is only ~ty  coiitro~ing ttie G n g  tlint men cm 
Lc kept i i i  Iinutl, and be preventcd froiu csciting tliernselves to such a state 

!! 1. ‘‘ JIusbaiitl joiir c:irtritlgcs. 
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RUSSIAS ISFA\STRY TACTICS. 977 
of fever that the s1iootiiig bccoiiics wild. This, lie adds, is why m-0 a l ~ a ~ ~  
cenie hick to the apliorism ‘‘ Fire  lowly but siirely,” and i t  is a niist&c to 
Gill nur present W ~ ~ J I O I I  a quick-firing arm, i t  is only 3 quick-IomIing arm. 

“Tlie experience of tlic last war iiispirecl a number of soldiem with the 
corivirtion tliat \-alley firing aid  the mining o f  lead iipnii ccrtaiii ZOIlC3 iiiigllt 
& of re+ advaiitnge even :it tlie loiigcst distalices ‘ I l ie Tiirks firctl witllont 
tlkiiig nim : tlirre wis practicilly no limit to tlicir snpply of amniiiiiitioll, 
since they rnrely nttnckctl, iiiicl (lid iiotliiiiq but liass tlicir time in 1lositioiis 
prelxircd bcforcliaiitl, w~icrc boxes of cnrtridgcs were freely distribiitcd. If 
we also renicnilcr tlic absence of iristriiction in ind ie try  of the iliajnrity, 
this r i l l  be enough to make i t  clcar tlint tlicir fire was iiothiiig more than a 
disorderly wutiiig of aiuiiirinitioii, and that it  ~ o u l d  bc a qucer iiotiolr 
to iuake this piactice an object of iiistrrictinn when it conies so naturally 
to any army forniml of semi-trained Icvieu. But a discipliiied a i d  instructccl 
army miist not Inre  recourse to this, for in such an army tlie soltlicr slioiild 
~ I C  iiubucvl with tlic coiivictioii that efficiency of fire depends iipori the accu- 
racy, and not u p n  the late of tiring, nnd that a round fired on tlio ofi 
ch;ince ;it a long distance is a round lost for close qii:irtem. It is true that 
closed bodies may now aid agniii appear, to Lc salutcd with clistiuit rolleyj, 
biit this fire is mtlier the liii~iiiesa of the artillerx. If, again, tlic enemy’s 
reserve sliow ti ) I,,YJO to 0,000 1 ~ c c 3  cliataiit, it nicans that his first h i e  is 
facc to face with us. Our infantry in tlie figliting line will ~ i n v c  eiioug~i to 
do \ritIiout troullling itself aborit tlic rcscrves. Long tlistaiicc lcad ~iiiupiiig 
is rntioiinl if the supply of nillinuiiitioii is quite iiicxliau~tiblr, and if tlic 
ariuy ninkiiig usc of i t  is so igiiorant that iio otlier kiiitl of fire can bc 
employed. Uiit ns for scciii‘t iii this kiiitl of h n t i i i x  a new o~iciiiiw for file 
tncticj aiid infantry, sue11 aiPit1ca is altogctlicr absuix~ and iiiaduisit1c.V 

ISSTRUCTIOS OF THE COXP,\S~. 
“Thc well-rc;lsoiid ircpration of the compmy forms the base of all the 

niilitary etlucatioii of J ic  infantry. It ttic cnropaiiics are g00cl tlie hittalion 
will & gwl too. Tlie progmriinic of iiistriictioii of the couqiiiiiy is dctcr- 
iuiiicd by tlic division of the fipnlit into two periods, that of fire or prepnntioii, 
iuid that of tlic bnyoiict or decision ; the latter ~lioirs which of tlie two:dver- 
snries is worthy of victory. Comp:iiiy instruction tlius falls into tlircc 
lmnclies- 

“(1.) Applimtioii of lnarclicsaud formations in a11 kinds of ground witliout 
firing. 

“(2. The sniiie with ball Girtridge. 
‘.‘(3] P r c p n t i o d o f  tlie’conipmg for the bayonet attack.” 
20. A l l  the,te exerci.rv must be mnditctnl in a wnnner to imptea  u p n  fhe 

soldier an3 the c h i g  the kiioulc~qe of what each will Irctre to do in k t t l c ?  an3 
at the sume t i m  to iiicrcase thc sd’confkle~icc of all, so that no)ie of the nethi- 
tudes of tlte fiyht may sicrprisc either sddier  or dig, or take them at a dkaii- 
rantn.7e.” 

Qiiotiiig Snuvorov’s cxamplc, Gcncrd Dm,”oinirov.atlviscs Oliiccn to liave 
fmquciit convcis3tioiis with tlieir ineii on suhjects coiinectcd with tlieir pr9- 
fusion. ‘I Geiitlcrucii,“ lie says, “do not refuse to enter into explaiiatioiir with 
your men about yonr coninmi tlritirs iii battle. Great actioiis and the ar t  of 
rettiiig out of the iirost difficult situatioiis ale oiily possible for liini who 

L o w s  t ~ i e  soldicr, and wtoni 011 tiis side t t c  soldier Eno\vu niid iiiidcntands.” 
Ceneial Dngoniirov ncst sliowa at length how- to apply tlie regulations 

for conipnytlrill. Iii this lie tikcs for liis air wiiient N ~ J I O ~ C O I I ’ ~  atlvicc, that 
oiic s ~ i o u ~ c ~  coiistaiitly tliiuk wliat oiic wnultl t o  if t ~ i e  ciiciiig wcn: to appear 
ouddeiily iii front, rear, or 011 tlie flanks, and with any arm of the Service. 
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O i S  RUSSIbS ISFASTRT TACTICS. 

‘M&g a riuiiibcr ‘of csn~uplcs, tlic Gciicrnl then sliow I i c o v  to apldy r/ ,o  
~ c g l [ ~ a ~ ; o J l s .  Tlicsc cx:iiuples iiced not be cliscusscd ; they RI’C iiiteiidrtl to 
tAin OIIiccrs and nien to meet calnilg tlic most critical dacgerq ant1 to 
ovcxolile tlic p o s t  yicspctcd clifliciiltics. 

~ ! I U O I I ~  various pieces of advicc it. iiiay be Iricntioned that ngninst ca\-nlry 
the Gencrnl recoriinientls forniatioiis wliicli bring ,w iii:iiiy riflcs as possiLIc to 
k i r ,  while only rxp~~sing iiiiiiicdintely to tlie liostile blow the sniaIIcst 
possilde niiinLer of men. Cavalry will always, lie bclieren, J im* tlirougll tile 
intervals, if iiitcn-als arc left for tlieiii. I le  rcninrks upon the great import. 
ance of reducing to a miniiiium tlic tinie of nll  forinntioris against cavalry, 
and of gettirig men in Iinnd, pcrfectly a l r u  aiid stcmly bcfore the blow f;ills, 
eccn a; the saer i jk  of the VdlC?/. 

TACTICAL I~ERCISFS. 

The Gcnenl rccoiiiinentls tlint the tinie wanted on the march to and froill 
ninnwivres, muslictry, kc., slioiiltl IE bcttcr ciiiployeyecl. 
. In his observat.ioiis ou iuanmuvring witliiii the iniie of fire, lie has nii ic~~ 

to say of interest. It is neccssnry,” Iic says, ‘I to slio\r h r c  o m  hgoiiiy, niltl 
w h j  oitc isqoi~tg,  :in11 oiily secondly uAeJr, n ~ i d  i i i  tdul  orthrone i s  p i n g .  The 
two first objects, dircctive and objective, cin only be erprcasetl by means of 
orders : tliese iiiust Le clear, coiicisc, aiid cuergctic. It is a great art to give 
tliesc orilers, niitl only acquired by 1011: practice. Gciitleiiiei~, givc >-our 
whole attention to this art, and do not fall back on drum or bugle ; neither of 
these are Iwossiblc on tlie field of Little?’ 
(is. I‘ I I X o i  the C I I C J J I ~  i s  6 r  om’s frOJlt it is itcces.uiry, before e rcry th i~ i~  e I q  

(iiduluay.t, to tItiJik ~ o t o  onc can take “p IRC position most CalctIotcd to cfo hi)!& 
hnriir. It h o d y  ujtcr rcali:iny this coildilion that oiic ?nay t h i d  of corcriug 
O?ICSCl/.” 

GS. “Startinn froin this, n rifleman, taken singly, is wcll posted (1) if 
btwccri liiniseff mid tlic enemy them is no objcct concealing tlie position of 
tlie latter ; (.?) if there is a rest for tlie rifle ; and (3) if tlierc is more or lesq 
protection at  tlic sniiie tittle.” 

In disciis~iiig tlic dutics of tlic firing line tlie Genenl sliows that its chief 
duties are tolemil: (1) how to outflank tlic eiicm>’R liric; (8) ho\v to rciiiforce 
pirt or d l  its line ; (3) liow to resist a cavalry attack ; and cl) how to make 
the find nssmlt. 

\Vlint the Lullct cinuot do, lic sip, tlic linyonet will : and this is tlic rensoii 
why, when once an attack Iizs k~ii  lau~icliecl, i t  niust In? cwriirl tlirougli to 
the eiitl, t l int  is.ito say to blood. No eneniy lires rlio can stand firm 
in front of soldiers with a t x t e  for the bnyoiiet, ant1 nlile to use it. Only we 
must not Iiniiimcr tlic eiieniy in a clisortlerly and dispcwetl mob, but by 
niaszes ; tlirust with a yill, and disengngo conir;itles in dniigcr. 

Short riislies of tlic coinpity supports arc coiitleriinecl. I n  open groiinil it  
is rccomuientld to get nliat cover is amilnble, and then advance by 300 to 
-100 pnccs nt a tinic. Tlie Gciiernl consitlen tlint thc firing ljiie l i n t  a light 
job to ntlvnnco compnrcd with tlic iiiarcli of the closed bodies 111 renr. 

One oi the peculinritieri of the training of Russinli infantry and cavalry 
is rliat we ning cdl their traversing attacks-a s;ysteiii of field excrcisc only 
partially -I p l i d  to tlie Gerriinri and -4iistrian cavalry, but unkiiown clse- 
wliere. X c  principle is tliat a11 t r o o p  nttncking s ~ i o u ~ d  bc uintlc to c o i e  to 
closc qumters, wlietlier infantry against infmitry, cavalry npins t  cavalry, or 
infantry arminst cavalry, niid by pisin: tliiwugli cacli otlier‘s nnks, bcco~iio. 
accustorne;l to tlirow tlieusclves v$oroiis~y ulmi a liostile ~ c d y  of troop. 
111 this action the pace I I M  to bc r a p t 1  wlieii the moment for closing arrives; 
as a rulc, wlicii tlii8 is prxtised iu tlic compaiiy, I i d f  awaits tlic attack, tlia 
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IlUSSIhS ISFASTRP T-ICTICS. !) 7 9 
other half mpidly advaiiccs to thc attack up to witliiii 250 or 300 pacts ; I i c ~ ~  
a lialt is made to lire volleys, antl tlic ads-nnce is coiitinited ; a t  nlwiit 
100 paces the tlriirns begin to bcat the  clinrgc, at  50 the a.<~~iIniit.j 
c l lar~~c  bnyoiicts, aiitl a t  20 or 30 raise a sliout, awl throw tlicmsclvcs tIu.ougli 
tlic Gitert-a~s of tlieir opl’oiiciit’s r:iiiks ; at the uonieiit of coiltact artiis arc 
filopcd. The defciitlcru’nrt! :itlvisctl to actit1 a few vo!lcys wIlc11 tile cllclily is 
200 ~ C C S  OK, niitl tlicii to w a i t  tlic iiioriieiit \Then he is 50 ~ I C C S  off, 
tliat all nny pass witli cnliii.” Order lias to be imnictlintc~y rc-esi;\l,li.jllctl. 
\VIien ca:lmlry attacks infniitry, nncl ricc rcrstl, it  is l~clicvccl that g o w ~  is clollc. 
~)y acciistoniiii~ men to tlie ini1mc”sioii produced by a line of Iiorsctnell, \s+iIe 
it tenc~ies tlic Eorscs to nfiiwit iiifniitry fire wit~iout fear. 

Gciicral Drngoiniror sip tlint no peace pixt ice  is brttcr tlinu tl1e.q for~lls 
of cxcreisc to caiiipletc thc cdiicitioii of the infantry in tlic matter of c:lln1. 
iicsj, firiiiiiesr, iiitrc itlity, niitl tlctcriiiiiiatioii. UIiei i  opposeil to cavfilry 
the files arc cxtenclesat 5 pace* interval. Often tlie lines arc Imltwl iii frolit 
of one nnotlicr. The iiicii “ make ~i i t ic l i  of the Iiorscs,” nntl tlic tIriiili.q nn(1 
b~iglcs souiicl vi~*orousl~, or the i i~ai iud exercisc is golie tlirawli. 111 this 
;itlvoiice, as in ali ;idvances, nicii arc told to mnrcIi, not 6‘ by t~iePr riglit, left, 
or cciitre,’: but “ by the foreriiost iiicn.” i t  is fiirtlier bclievbtl t1i:it tliij pro- 
cedure trains infantry to cstiriinte the moment wlieit vollcys against av;ilry 
slioiild be beguii, aud the Ixttcr wlteii they s l io~ ld  hgiii the c1i:irgc. Llcci- 
tleiits no doubt occasionally iuxy liappe~i, s a p  the Geiieriil, but they mill h 
\-cry ixre, antl troops trailled in tliie g;?y will iicver Le takcn a t  R dis?dvnrl- 
t q e  iii the fight. l i e  quotes tlic figlit at  IAXCO, iii 1799, wlicro Frciicll 
cav;iIry penetrated a 1tusi:ui Iritt:ilioti forriietl in colu~iiii, but ncvcr mule out 
agaiii ; this i3 what we gct by our t.rnvc‘rsiiig attacks, Iic s:iys. 

I n  the prt!pzratioii of targets for field 1iriitK i t  is rccoiuiiiciitlcd to dis- 
tribute thc cluiiiiui~ ;it one spot wide apirt, niid at :iiiotlier closu ta,nctlicr, in 
ortler to t n i u  tlic subort1iii:ite 1e:itles to poiiit a t  tlic iiiost f w o i i r d h  targets ; 
trill sliots, to cleteriiiiiic tho elistatice, are o1.w advised. Field firing contirriis 
ineii iii tlic Iinliit of, scekiiip a sup mrt for tlicir rifle, a iiinttcr tliat iiirist be 
I::ft to ttieir persoii:il s.ig:icitj- : xq lor single nieii taking cover, tliis is of Ies3 
i~ulmrtancs than tliat they slioultl get iiito R Imitiou wliere tlioy ciii use their 
:im with clfcct. 

I n  the a thck  during field firing, marks rcpresenting oavalry ore plnced on 
tIie 11niiks or iii other positions, liitltleri a t  tlie bc;iiiiiiri,n froiii the att:cck, aiitl 
q u d a  arc trniiiecl to  rim togctlier :intl fire rnpitlly a t  tlicae iig they disclose 
tlimsclres : again, turning nioreinents of tlie deteiiders afc slio\rii by lines 
of dummies, con3cnlcd up to R lntc iiioiiient, antl thc awdnnts  nro forcccl to 
throw forn-art1 fresh t roop  to opposc dieso. “fliis,” s a p  Dngoiiiiror, “is 
a iisefiil mcans for traiiiiiig troops to oppo~c rcntlily iiiovemcnts of this ii;itnrc 
i i i  the field.” 

TLcrc ia iiotliing very novel in this exercise, since the srstcm was fist 
tried nt Sjiaiitli~~ xnniiy yexrs ago, and 1i.u Leen gciicixlly atloptetl iii 
Germanr ; but it is R proof of tlic carefill attcntioii bestorred upon iufantry 
training in Russin. 

W11cn the company is bcing trained for clefelisire action, i t  i s  pirticiilarly 
h id  down that i t  xilust be cnrcfiilly irnprcssetl 011 all tliat one must defcltd 
o,ieJc<f by attucl.ing. A scrics of 601ilid p m c t i d  rulcs follows, aiitl it  
is nrticularly iirgcd that superiors must not usurp the ftuictioiis of tlieir 
sulordinatcs, biit mis t  rectify errors tliroiig~i tlie rcspoiisib~c suborclinntcs. 
hlorc particularly i t  is recommended tlint the flanks uiust bc ctrefullg 
guarded, since it is tlic surprise i d l e r  tlian tlic fact of a flniik attack that 
is daiigerous : it  is thc Layonct aiid not tlie rclativo positioii ot the two 
,odvciscu.ics t h t  cleciclcs tlie \-ictoT. 

126. ‘“l‘kc iuost ellicieiit stiiiiulnnt to rcuder Officers clcsr lieadcd is to 
3 6 2  
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980 RUS..I.\S ISFASTRT TACTICS. 

rc;lil nit11 iiitelligeiice h e n  written by men who Iiare lint1 a f i i i p .  
. For Ofliccrs deroted to their profes1011, 

ISSTRCCTlOS OF TIIE BATTALIOS. 
I n  his Ihttilioii IZaiiual tlie General lays strew, a t  tlie outset, ripoil 1Ii.q 

aliiiiion tliat rcplations are merely n collcctioii of typical mid funilamental 
formations only, aiitl tliat it is allo\vablc and even obligatory to modify tileu 
iii npplicAon, amnli i in  to tlie grotoid, tlie occurion, nncl the enemy. 

After cliscussiiim the Juties of t ~ i e  Iin?talioii ciiief, wliich, ~ i c  says, are tlicfie 
ratlier of a coiitroYler tiinn :i Gnininiider, tlic Ccuenl points out tliat tlie rge 
of the compny ill tlic 1)attcilioii is like that of R rifleman in a sqiiacl : in close 
onler the iiitlelxmlence dis?prmrs, wlieii estentletl, all is left to tlie iiitlivitinnl 
iiiitiative ; but comrades mwt, in all C ~ S C S ,  Lc closely supportccl, ~l le t l ie r  
tlicy bclong to the tiinie or otlier Inttnlions. 

1G. “The r6le of the bittalion, and tlie compniiie.9 in action, i.q esplained as 
follow :-(I.) Tiic battalion clricf giws notico of the aini to wliicli all efforts 
mist  be clircctcd : each company cliief riiiist give liis aid to tlic geircrnl 
succw by a11 possible nie:iiis, witlioiit Lt?iiig tlistractcrl by pii-tial and seduc- 
tire secondary oljjects. (2.) Tlie battnlion cliief fixerr tlic genenl order of 
battle of his n~i~iiuaud. that is to sly, iiiiiiiber of conilxiiiim in tlie firiu.. line 
niitl rcscrt-u : tliij o d e r  ie  obIiptory, niicl evcry teiiiprary iiifraction 04 tliij 
ortlcr niust cease .a3 ~ o o n  ns n ch:ui~c of circuiiistauccs allosv~.” 

fhmark.-*‘It was noticed iii tlie 1st  m r  that the coinlnnies in second 
line, or 1);ittnlioii rcservcs, jched the firing line witlioiit oIdeI*. This innst 
iievcr be allowed, for in t h e  way inen get out of Iiaiid, tlie dircctim of the 
fight Iiccoiuej in1 osible, niid succcs c1el)ciirls on cliaiicc. This premature 
iiitriisioii upon tfie fi.glitiiig liiic is erplnincd ~ ) y  tlic instinct wliicli irn els 
iiirii to give up iiiactioii, so diilicult to bear untlcr tire ; but triie discipliie 
coiisists prcciscly in iiot nllowiiig nien to be cirricd away 1,)- tlicir instincts, 
: i d  iii obligiiig them to act as siicecss demaudfi aiitl as they are orderd. 
Tliis prcinature atlc?iice into tlie fiditiiig line is like the nctioii of a nervous 
nian, alio fires awa a round wi8iout a moment.8 tlioiiglit w1ietIitr it  liav 
tlie ]cast cli:iiicc of htt iug nnytliing, or of n cliief deficieiit in m o ~ n c s ,  w ~ i o  
1;icinclics liis t r o o p  to i n  :is~itilt wit!iuut iioticiiig that tlie distance from the 
objective is still too  rea at" 

1G. ‘‘ If the bntkihoii chief ‘yes the sinnal or order to attack, erery mzn of 
the Inffnlion nitid march to I F IC assnitlt, rsiless, of coiime. the cliief on len  n 
frnction to linlt in a favourable positioii to  aid s i i e e e ~ ~  by fire. This bei1i.g 
settled : (1) tile company cliief is fully ninstcr of tlie form of attack for his 
iiidiviilual conipniiy ; (2) lie must not trouble his Iiend to preserve any 
regulation tlistniicc Letwccn tlie front line niid the resen-e ; if lie sees that 
the losses will be less by elosin,o up with, or even joining, tliu :idvaiicctl line, 
he niuy uitd nutst allolc this adrancc. Ihit lie must iicvcr stay beliind, even 
to spire liia eonipaiiy, sincc lie inust nlways bc able to support tlie nclvance 
before tlie eiiciay’s rcscn-es a n  attack i t  ; it is tliiscantlition tlint cleterinines 
tlie iiinxiiiiuni distance that  the reserve cin remain in rear. (3.) Tiic coni- 
1xiiiy cliief must not attempt. to seek for n p l a n t i c  aliwnieiit with the 
caiiilniiics iii scconcl line witli liini ; (4) ~ i c  is free to aicl tfle figlitiiig line ns 
circumstniices dciiiaiid, .as well as comrades riglit and left, niicl rlietlier by 
tire or bayonet.” 

In cliaiiges of front tlie General exclaims against tlic “lialf riglit,” and 80 
forth, nntl ti~p tliat all cliaiiws of froiit sliould tnkc place with res ect to 
snnie visible object ; in tlic L I ~ ,  Iic siys, tlirection does not r1eperiJ u))oii 
tlic aiiglc of tlic cliange of froiit ; but tlic latter docs dcliciid on tlic dircctiou. 
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RUSSIAS ISFA\STRT TACTICS. 9s 1 

Examples tlieii follow as for the coiii]iaiiy, to iinpress lipon all tlic convic- 
tioii that t h y  mist be ready to coiifroiit every ciiicrgeiicy, Iiowcver cliirereilt 
from aiiytliiiig laid clowii I J ~  !lie rrgnlxtioiis ; in a11 GLSCS i t  is urgecl t1i:ct 
the object of the riioveiiient must bc briefly piutctl out to tile i t ie~ i ,  siiicc 
~linny disxters occur in actioii from tlic igiionncc of sulonlii~ates of t]lc 
object iii view. “lie majority of Geuernl L)riigoniirov’s exalii1)lcs clelii;tiltl 
sonic foriiintiaii in I.clicloii, of wliich the writer seenis foiitl. 

The follo\viiig pnragnpli slio~vs clearly in d i n t  iiiaiiner the General ailtl 
his scliool r c g d  tlic ( ucstioii of tlic attack. 
48. ILTlie company !ins hcoiiie a tactical unit, r l i i c l i  must, in certnill C ~ S ~ S  

only, be lost to view in tlie mass of the larger Lnttalioii unit. Tliis cvoliitioii 
is chiefly due to tlic perfection of tirenriiirr. Tlic incrcnsed ncciirncy :Illrl 
range have ninde it eseeiitinl to fiiid Icssviiliienble fornintioriu. It is n1.w tliin 
fact ~vliicli 1 i u  equally iiiotlilietl the rile of tlie cliain in tlic coiiteruponry 
attack fortratioii. Formerly the cliicf tliity of tlic chin,  l ~ ~ t l i  in attnck aiid 
clefelice, was to cover the hnttnlion IIIJ to tlic moineiit of tlie sliock ; Lilt now 
tliu cnpitnl cliity of the defenders is to riiniiitaiii tlie position of their firing 
liiic ; coiiseqiieiitly, iii the first pnrt of t1:c action all the Lusiiiess has to IJc 
done by the ~Iiaiii, and tlic L:itt;ilioii is notliiiig Iiiore tlinii a support to the 
chain. “lie iiecessity of supportiiig tlie cliaiii 011 oiic L;iiitl, aii t l  011 tlie otlier 
of a\-oitliiig losses, lins let1 to tlic Inttxlioii Leiiw brokai 1111, so as to form 
scctioiis, in em11 of wliicli tlie cliaiii lias an iiiiiiieaiate sapport or a rescrvc, 
while coiiilmiies are ciinl~lctl to iiidivid~inlly utilize corer, which, from its 
clinieiisions, would be lost to tlie lnttalioii. Tliis dirpsitioli is all the easier, 
siiice. tliniiks to tlie improvement in mils, tlic coiiipniiics coiitiiiue to riiutually 
assist oiic niiotlier b . tlicir: fire, tliiis n c s x  \ iiig their uiiion, in spite of tlic 
corn mntively ColisiJerablc ciiataiiees t\i:;t‘trin). scpiixte t~ieiii.“  tic ~ ; e i i c i . a ~  tlieii eiiiiiiiccitcs a11 tlie niniiy atlvniitngea of tlie conipnriy- 
furnintioii, aiid fiiially shows IJOW, Ly liolcli~ig a loiig sleiidcr line, n weak 
force I I L ~ ~  create tlic rcqiiiral iniprcssioii of rcat streli-rli. “But,” lie says, 
$ 6  tlic eiicuiy imy p~ay us tlic siiiic game, ailti how s l i n ~ ~ w e  know tlic trutli I 
There is oiily one way-the lxnyoiiet.” 

Fire tells us little ; ten httalioiis can skirmish wit11 oiie for wliole lioiiia 
without tli.wlosin,q aiiytliiiig, while the bnyoiict will disclose tlic trutli i i i  :i 
momeiit. Before i t  fall i i i  a riioiiieiit all aliaiiis. Of coiiise one niay ruii one’n 
head against superior fnrcz, aiitl receive a check, but, at all cveiita, in this rase, 
one kii0n.s \rIiat i3 iii o i i t ’ ~  front, aiid ;f o m  11x9 iiot been nLIc to work for 
oneself, this r i l l  ;&st one’s coniradcs, and, conaqcentIy, tlic object is gained. 
Uctweeri two situatioiis, that of allowiiig the eiieniy to show oiio innii for ten, 
aiid that of seizing tlic trutli, even at the price of a clriilbi~ig, i t  is tho latter 
tlint is alwaye the most Iioiiounlilr and tlie most useful. One miinot always 
win, and tlierc is no dislioiiour iii pnjiiig tlie piper wlicii oiic gets liammerctl 
by superior forces, pi-ovidctl tlint one lins cleared up the situation for the 
detaclinieiit of aliicli tlie battalion forms part. I repetit it  again, oiic iiiiist 
always renicniber i i i  wnr that ccrtaiii inforiiintion can oiily lie gaiiied for tlic 
most pnrt by taking nii occasional tlimliiiig.” 

111 clcfensivc positions 1tnssi:m troops arc tniiglit to fire slowly a i d  
;icCurately ; to give a last rolle * ulien the assailant rcnches GO paces dktaiicc, 
and tlieii attack hiin with tlie &oiict. 
47. EveryLotly kiiows that 1iif;iiitry cffccti\-es iii peace are rniicli below 

the riuiiilnw iii war ; tlic clitfereiice Lct\\-ccii coiiiinnliding R coiiipny uf 
t\vcnty-four files, a i d  nnotlicr of, kny eighty, is very great. Tlic saruc lioltls 
good for tlie otlicr sulnlivisioiis of tlic coiiili;iiiy.” 

“For this mnsoii the h t t d i o n  chief iiiiist cniise a iituuler of coiii]i:i~iy 
mnnwiivrcs to be executed with iiitnibeis rcprcseiitiiig the war footing.” 

Tlie Gciieial a d v i w  that troops tiliould be pi.actisut1 i i i  atlmiciiig t l i r o ~ g l ~  
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98.’ RUSSIAS ISFASTRT T’iCTICS. 

\\-oods and. uiitlergro41, niid tlic grentcst nttciitioii bc ~ n i d  to the general 
:ilipinieiit ; i t  is not a very ~ i ~ b t l e  ~iimiuwvre, lie WJS, but i t  is eniilieiltly 
llscfiil, niid lie iirgcs :dl Oflicciv to have coiiip:is~cs, since thcsc arc very oftell 
tlic only iiieaiis for kcepiiig the riglit direction. 

r\riioiig geiieriil I.ecoiiiriieiitl:ctioiis iuay bc iiicntioiicd oiic tlint occiirs several 
t i i i i w ,  ii;iiiieIy, that ns n rulc, iiifniitry iienr a battery-the lattcr iiieniiiilrr 
any i~uiiibcr of giiiis riiiitctl for :L spccial pi. )osc-Iinm the duty of guardill: 
the battery niitl of \vntcliiiig its u~iprotecte~/ flank. For this 1111r1iose R C O I ~ ~ .  
pariy is :itlriscd to h k e  up the cliity a t  oiicc, if it  :11i1w:irs iiccess:iry, witliout 
waiting to consiilt the battalioii cliicf. 

General Dciwiirirov is a grcat I)rc:idicr of conindrsliip iii the figlit : all 
delleiiils iipoii t i i s  iii war, ~ i c  says : wit1i i t  iiotliiiig is iiiqmsib~c, without it 
even e.=y inatters become iiiipossible. 

63. ‘‘‘i’lie greatest nttciitioii iiiust bc paid to the tlifference betwccn the 
sigtial to ntlvaricc and that to nttnck. The tint niny cmry 113 011 for  mile^, 
but tlie sccoiid is tlie ~-nri i i i ig  of a li:iiid-tn-li:~iid tlcntli struggle. 
rwsoii for not nlueiii:: it ; clrii~iis niust bent rnrc‘ly, iiiid ucvcr begiii nt :I 
grc:itcr tliatniice t1i:iii 100 y:irda froiii tlic yoiiit of nttnck. 111 ordiuiry drill 
it  is better not to 115c tlicui :it ;ill ; this is the Lest way to Iiiishiid the ill). 
pression tlicy arc iiieuit to ~ircnliicc.” 
 lie attack,” writes niiotlier Riissiari nritliority, Gciicrnl Lcvitzky, “is 

close mid iiiipetuous bayoiict cliargc, nud clilfcrs froni tlic nclrance in tlint, 
once bc-gun, t roop  iiiovc rapidly without tlisgiiisiii~ their intention, without 
cliaiigi~ig foriiiatiu~i, without tiring, niitl try to join ~isiie with tlie hyoiiet a 
swii as possible. For tlie attack to ~iicccctl tlicrc iuiist be a settled dccision 
to close with tlic? eiiciiiy : the iiieii iiiiist bc kcpt jii g o d  wind, tnuglit to  act 
by ;i siiilileii niiil proiiipt oiisI;~uglit, niid lastly, close up nt the nionieiit of 
shock. ‘l’lic ~ l ~ l i  :uitl escitciiiciit 111 tlie nttnck crcatca :I iiior:il crisis, wliicli 
tloes not Inbt, but pmses qiiickly, niitl cniiscqiieiitly tlic ntt:ick mist Lc: 
proiuptl - nnd rnpitlly tel-iiiiiintetl ; a rqiid :idv;iiicc, ~vlici i  proloiigcd, csliausts 

0 1 1  the tlcfe~isivc~, the advice given by General Di;lgoiiiirov is, that a bolcl 
:isA?il:iiit will riot bc diecoiingecl Iiy oiie or two failures, aiid that it  uiust iiot 
Lc i~iiiigiiicd tliat lie will be repulscd for good aiid all in a nioiiient. Heiicc a 
tletiiiite resniiiptioii af the offciisive, after liaviiig repulwd an attack, signifies 
t1i:it uiie ~ ~ I I ~ I I I I C L S  tho ndvaiitages of one’s positioii. \ C‘oiiceriiiiig field days, flying colu~i~~is ,  niid ereirises of minor tactics, there 
are soiiie very apposite reiiiarks : siicli ~iianwi~vrea arc gml c ice, niitl 
tlcvelop initiative, bnt tliey do notlting for  will, niiil iiiay, iiiA’zd: liavc a 
Iicriiicioris iiifliieiicc iipoii it iiiilcs~ corrcctivrs arc introclitced. The Gciienl 
frnis ineii iii:iy losc couingc by being pcrpetunlly told that snch nnd such nii 
:ittack is dnnwxous, niitl that iiotliiiig reiii:iiiis lmt retreat if n tlaiik i3 
tiiriird, kc. %int n wit~e fie~t~,” ~ i c  Cajs, 1‘011 w~iicli to iilwt aiici orcrturii 
tliose nioril bnscs UINJll wliicli rcst tlic iunnifestntioii of will during tlic 
Little-ii~diniited aiidacity, rapid decision, c i i e r , ~ ~ ,  cleteniiiii:~tiori. I\“i 
veidict in tlie de:isioii of the nfLir nirist ever bc ,‘iveii ; wliere tlierc is u(! 
figlit there nix no victoix.” 

7.1. “ 111 ‘ geiicinl icle:is’ for ninnceiivres a11 finessing mnst bc avoided, 
the great tliiiig is to make tliciii as simple as possible. It niiist be reniem- 
h i e d  that tlie objects of a figlit, be tliey iierer so vnriablc, U I I  be :ittniiieil 
by two iiieaiis oiily. either by attack or by dcfeiice; coiiscquciitly, in vicw of 
battle, tlicrc arc only two tliiii**s to Icarn-to attack with detenninatioii, 
nudncity, and skill, n i id  to clefen8 oiiesclf i i i  the snnie way.” 

“ Tlic detacliiiieiit 011 the defeiisive’niitl that of tlic attack uiiist Lc of equal 
strengtli, for to hiiicy tli;it tlic :issailnut iuuat bc iicccsnrily siipcrior iii 
~ I I I I I I L C I )  as tlic Gcruaii ‘mauawvrists’ do, is coiitiary to reality, siricc iii 

This is 

illell n11d Lre:1ku the lxllks:’ 
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RUSSIAS ISIrhSTRS TACTICS. 9s3 
.real business onc attacks and fights iiot only with equal forces, h i t  oftell 
with sniallcr iiiinthrs ; it is, in fact, to iuakc inaiicciivres iiot nii iiistructiotl, 
1,Iit a gaiiie of conquerors mid coiiqiierctl. It is to sprcnd abroad coil- 
\-iction that the offciisirc is only possible with superiority of i i u n t k ~ . ”  

“Cliicfs mist  not fenr to mako fniilts, for it is this fear wliieli 1e:ltls to 
unfortunate habits of licsitntioii aiid iiitlccisioii. Faults must LC ccillilly 
discitssetl, not as a reprininiid, Lilt as aclrice to do better.” 

Tlie Geticral recoiitiueiids, as a vnri:itiait in uinncciivrcs, tlint infnlltry 
tauglit to get over ground qiiickly by holding on to the stirrup Icatllers of 
cimlry, or liy mounting in rear of the trooper ; this nrcd iiot in? a rcgu1.w 
practice, lie adds, biit it is good to unc1erst;iiid tlie iiictliod. 

The outpost yneticc advised is as follows : “011e conipaiiy is posted over- 
night near mot  icr ; each foriiis n large circle of doulde sciitries some 2s to 
50 n c e ~  nlnrt. I n  the centre of the circles so fortncd D few stny objects, 
siicl ns bayonetv, cirtritlgu-poitclirv, tte., nro 1JlnCcd, aild men arc told off to 
try and crcep into tlic eirclcs tluriiig tlic night, and nbstcict the nrticler. 
( k c  mujt lie taken that this exercise docs iiot fire risc to clisputcs, or its iise 
will vnitisli ; our objcet is to iii:ike iisc of wlint we lemii ngiiiiiat our eiiciiiim. 
Xiglit tlutics, p.itrols, mid patrol-niiibusltcs arc also recoiiiriicndcd for  
iiierenscd vigilniice.” 

111 liia coiiclusioti to tlie I‘ Bittalion 3Iaiiual,” Genenl Dragoitiirov rernnrks 
thnt ’ “ w e  live iii n ditlicult tiiiic wlicn iiinny 1iroLlciiis of dcstiiiy arc 
beiiic tlecitled, probleiiis wliicli arise oftcii iiiicspeetdly. To solre such 
I ) I V ~ C N J  wit11 sttcceri~, n ltiiig pc;ice prc ixiatioii i3 rquirrcl, togctlicr wit11 
lard IaLoiir, atid iiiauy sacrifices. ~ i i e  does not know wlicli tlic crisis will 

arise, niicl this is tlic rtxison that oiic alioiiltl always Lc rcady to face i t  with 
quiet iuiud aiicl trnnqiiil spirit, satisfied iti corueiciiec that otie lias neglected 
iiotliiiig to tlcscrre victory.” 
“ Otticers ! ’ I  lie adds, LLyou niust, first niid foremost, know how to hold your 

~ n c n  tliorou,nlily uiidcr conininiiil, aud this ntlier liy force of will tliaii Ly 
pliy&d constraint ; to so eoiiiiiiniid tlteiii that t l i q  kiiovi 110 voice h i t  
yours ; tli;it iii all tlifliciilt cirerinistnriccs tlicir eyes niitl tlioiiglits turii 
iiistinctiwly towards you to  ask wlint is to be done. ~ h e i i ,  you will form 
with them a siiiglc body and n siiiglc soiil. For this it is Iiecesary tlint the 
solilierj htcrc $ t i t  L in p i  as :L stirc piitlo : i d  true chief ; t!icii the!/ will 

gained by iiioral aiid iiitellcctiinl superiority iirer nteii \vliosc lives are confitlcul 
to you on the field of battle. If it1 all situations they see in you n nieiitor 
who iiiitlershitla iiintters h t t e r  aiitl morc tlinn t h y  do, if they see in yon a 
iiian rently to be tlic first to (lo all you deniniicl of t h o ,  they will follow oii 
uiicoiiditionnlly niitl iiii~icsitnting~y wlierever you niay lent1 t~icin, aiid tEey 
will get tlieiiiselvcs killcd rntlier tlim give u p  the job you have set thein 
to do.” 

“CO~1sidcr the soltlicr .as a younger nieniber of the g e n t  niilitnry f;imily, 
niid as aii integral part of this f:uiiily ; do not forget tlie si iii; of Peter the 
Qreat tlint ‘tlie iiniiic of soldier is R geiicial niitl Iioiiouml~c title ; tlint tlie 
Iiigliest cliicf and the lnst trooper nre eqiinlly cdlcd soldier.’ I n  the nnnie of 
the family take cire of tlic soldier, but do iiot spoil him ; be attciitivc to his 
siuallest nee& (not for slio\v, but for good) ; hut eliastise tniisgressoiu wlia 
tlislionoiir the iiiilitniy fmterriity with tlie iiiflexilh nrni of thc law. Keep 
n firni Iiniitl. Learn to tlo our duty, niid not argue about i t  ; oiic docs not 

‘I Serve as a itioclcl to the soldier iti evcrytliing ; lie will then become tlie 
incnriintion of puiictunlity wlicii 011 duty, wlietlier iii siglit or out of siglit of 
Itis eliiefs.” 
As for field fortifications, General Dragomirov says that in reality tlicsc 

iorc you, niid nat 1 iiiig will Lc itirlmssible to our soldiers. l’liis eiid will Lc 

beat tlic enemy by plirases. 2. 
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98 I RUSSIAS ISFASTRT TACTICS. 

can bc neither regular nor shapely on t he  battlefield, and tha t  they all clepcn(l 
upon two leading ~~rii iciplea:  d u k e  the Jriug liiic nt right atrglcs to the 
tlirtctiotr you U U J l f  to  cottiniund most eflcictitly; se? thnt t i e  eiicm,y ia una& to 
ort?Iurfc this liiie. “All fortilicition,” says tlic GCI ICI~I ,  “ is cont:iinccl in tllCdc 
t\\.o priiicipIcs ; no specialist wiII discover a third for you. 1Yorks of tllis 
kind niust be limited to  wli:it is strictly ncccssnry ; tlicy fatigue tlic men, 
n i i t l  obstruct niorenient.” 

“All this,” says tlie writer, “an io~in ts  to  a go011 tleal, arltl all the finme i t  is 
not ciiougli ; the most couplcte and dctniled instructions a rc  lialilc to  nijs- 
coiistriiction, and present g a p  ; this is  why i t  is impossible t o  limit oneself 
to  the learning of iiistriictioiis niid rcgiilntions, a i d  tha t  i t  is iiitlispensable 
t o  reail, read, read, for clioicc the iiiost clctailcd works of military Iiistov, 
a i d  the iiarr;itivrs of men who not oiily h v e  waged war, biit Iiare \vritten 
nboiit it. In particular, p l u i i p  deeply into tlie inasterpieces of oiir immortal 
tearhem, Souvorov atid 1hige:riid ; i t  is oiily by iluprcguatiiig your xuirid wit11 
tlicir spirit t ha t  you will gain tlic art of talking siniply to tl!e soldier in 
fmnk and  c~mprchciisible uanncr.  But,  whatever you re:itl, and wl ioerc~  
is  the author, ncccpt nothing as an article of faith. S e v e r  give iii to the 
ide.1 tha t  ‘So-and-so says this, so i t  niiist bc right,’ bu t  mtlier ask yoiirself, 
‘1\‘1ij- did lie ~.iy it!’ If you discover tliia ‘wLy,’ or  if tlic author gives i t  
to  you 11y dcductions, you may surrciider, and his idea beconies l-oiiix, for 
you will liavc trarersetl tlie mnic road as the  nutlior iii reacliirig your con- 
hiisions. n u t  if you do not discover the ‘ wIiy,’ r e f u x  to LcIievc what tlie 
autlior sap,  cvcii if i t  is Na~ioleoii Iiiiiisclf. linowlctlgc a i d  cyiacity give 
self-coiifidciicc on thc  lnttlefield ; coiifitlencc gives strength t o  decide nipidly 
without liesitation, and to  excciite impetuously without lookiiig Lick.” 

In aiiotlicr xork ,  General Dixgoniirov s : ip  iii c f h t  : Give iiic soldierr 
who tloii’t care for their  skins, a1111 I will Iirouise you ood tactics. JI;iii, 
iiiaii, always inaii-t1ii.s is  tlic first of a11 iiistiumcatu for h c .  o u r  niodcrii 
tlicorists, lie siys, forgct this too oftcii, niid too willingly ; the soldier iii 
battle is gnidetl by two instincts, oiie of duty, tlic otlier of sclf-l.rcscrvntioi1, 
the  firjt of these is represented by tlic b:iyoiict, niid tlic sccoid by tlic bullet. 
Bu t  to-day one licars iiotliiiig spoken of but tlic progress of mcclniiics, aiitl 
tLc uurdcrous effect of modern weapons. Scieiice in a pickrlkaube 1i:u taken 
iossession of the  field of h t t l e ,  nrirl all who tio not prostrate tlicmaclves 

b o r e  tliis iiiol of the day arc  rlmtioiinrics, narrow-spirited, and bcliiiid tlic 
age. fitit a11 tliesc iicw incarnations of the god of \Ynr only end liy killin. 
people, wliicli is nil art tliat dates from caiii, mid witti ~ I I  your scieiice ail3 
iiiveiitioii you ciii’t kill more than oiicc. I t  is not those why kilo\\- lion- to 
kill, biit those d i o k n o s  how- to  Iw killed tha t  firrve 11s iii a cnsis. You talk, 
lie  say^, of nothing bu t  losses, bu t  i t  is  not tliosc who rcin:iiii 011 the grouiid 
who ciicliaiii victory to  our staiidarda, bu t  tliosc brave lads dasliiiirr on 
i~u~ictuously with sound wind mid limbs. Tlierefore, if yon must c:n-e 
motliticitioiis aiitl tmiisfonnatioris, SO be it, h t  revoliitioris never ! T1:ere is 
nothing to  make siicli a fuss nboiit i n  all your prcteiided revelatioils of the 
sciciicc of war. Alodrm tactics rcmaiu sobstantially what t h y  were in the 
days of Sapoleon. Napoleonic tactics rest 011 n firm b.ui.s, siiice they coiisist 
of priiiciplcs xliicli cmi never be :iffectctl by cli:uiges of aimnmcnt. 

I t  is licre oiily tlint we firid a true liartiioiiy LEL\VCCII the action of closed 
rzliiks a i d  open ordcr formations, bct\vccn colhniiis mid skirinislieis, bctween 
fire aiirl bayonet, n system large and elastic ciioiigli to  enable leadem to  act 
accoriliiig to tlicir discretioii a i d  the circiimstaiices of each u s e .  

Gemxi1 Dmgoinirov accuscs GcIiuaii writcrs of drawing geiier-1 con- 
rlusioiis from iso1:ite.d instances, and ciiergeticnlly rrclainis tha t  if we nre to  
quail before the daiigem of the  front attack, a e  sliall end by uiidertakiiig 
nothing. “Tlic fact is,” lie add3, ‘’ t ha t  the eiitLusiasiii of iiia~iy inoderii 
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RUSSI-iS ISI.’.\SfRY TACTICS. 985 

niilita~y writen arises froni their not rcgarcling siifficientl , ant1 froni every 
!mint of view, tlte first ittstriinicnt of Inttlc--luau, nnt~  t L t  in coiisequcIicc 
tlley bow clowi before secoiidiiry ittstrunients \diiisc nctioti lias most itiilircssetl 
tlieni dur iw rccctit evelits. As tliese idols of the nionieiit ;ire cast dow11 OIIC 
by one, so t%e religion of tlieir worshiplms is  clistiiiguislied by its instability. 
To-day it is the hiyonet and dccp forinations that are cvcrytliing, wit1 fire 
tiotliiiig ; tomorrow fire aiid oyicn ortlcr, niitl tlie linyoiict iiotliiitn. Some, 
too, liare fallen (~owii bcforc tlie spide, n~iicli tlicy lace on a ~ r v e f  wit11 tlte 
liflc. There arc fc\\-\vIio, like Genenil IAcr and KanCi)linl Y. Wi~lilcrn, remcnl- 
bcr that tlicsc idols of tlie thy arc only and iiot tlic wliolc, requiring 
attention-fire, hiyo~iet, spade, and all r:i:hioiis required in and out of 
battle.” 

“Tlte prcsent a r m  are R novelty, but so is the system of short service, the 
latter bcing a far more co~iiplctc rcrolutio~i iii the drill and training of 
soldiers than tnattcrs relating to fire and olwn order which prnvokc so Iiiiicli 
discussion. But docs tliis miirk a ncw cpocli in tactics 1 X o  1 the principles 
of regulatio~is Iiave not cli;ingetl, atid a mere perfection of their procedure in 
applicltioii mnnot niake an el‘ocli.” 

After saying tltat cicli new p r o g ~ ~ s s  iii the mniiufacture of small-arms Itas 
bccn coincident with tlie recrudescence of defensive tactics nud tlie a r t  of 
self-prcscrvntioit, tlic Cciici-nl snye that I‘ these institicts give rise to tliosc 
attempts made iu war to recich the goal witbout iiiinicdiate danger. But,” 
110 says, “only tliosc who arc rcsoliitely set ulmu joiiiiw ism? with tltc 
cneniy will jolfully ;ipIiroac~i witliiii closc riiiigc ; tlie s o h r  wlio tliiuks 
that a bullet is etiougli to rid Itilusclf of a foe, is already iiiczpible of 
a t tack iy  with tlic biyonet. 1\11 new forms,” lie urges, “iiiiist aim a t  
iuprovnig tlic m m  ; the mciral and iiitellcctunl siclc of the contlntaut must 
bc pit1 atteiitioti to, so that lie can ~vitltstaud victoriously tltosc suddeii 
emotions ~vlticlt disturb aud pnmlyzc action ; the ntant  ititelligcncc aid 
spirit of initiative niust be developed, so tliat lie ntay uewr be at a loss in 
case of surprises niid uiieslicctcd cvetits. Coolncrs and self-poscrsioii arc 
the chief qualities, :ind tlicu supple~ics~, arid the rcsoiirces of iritclligcucc.” 

Genenl Dngouirov tlicii urges that tlic danger in tactics siiicc tlie d y s  
of Na~~olcon arc of quantity, niid not of quality; the battalion is now fornirtl 
by coupaiiies, nut1 tlie c1t:iiii 1i;ls greater iuijtortaiicc. Those wlto fouiid 
their teaclii~igs i i p u  tIic columns of \Vagrm~ and Waterloo Itavc recoume to 
tlie ItnLitual m e t i i d  of people who wislt to justify their illusions, namcly, c i f  
trustiiig to excelitions. 

Tlie works of ninny writers, siicli as ~ o ~ u s l i w s k y ,  Weclin~ar, and 
skuprcvsky, try to prore tltat,tlic disperrrecl oJcr  is tlic sole Little forma- 
tion for infantry. Cuiiilmcd with the Napolconic epoch this foriiiatioti 
u-oultl be no lougcr a progress but a clcc~tlcncc. The liil~al attack dcmantls 
great cohcsioii in crery kiiitl of grouitd ; it denialids close order iniperioiisly : 
and by close onler is iiot incant formations froni the drill-book only, litit all 

roupings, niore or less dctisr, wliicli so oftcn toke place iintler fire. ‘IIf the 
brux~i:iitu,:’ cxcliiin~s Genernl Dmgoniirov, “did not make a practice of 
nttrcking in close onler. this does not prove sncli 311 attack impoxd)le of 
execution, niitl the conclusions of the Priissiaiis iiiust not be applietl to our 
iucn, wlio are well kiiowti to prefer figlttiiig slioultlcr to slioultlcr. If a g y i t  
iirinikr of l’russinu writcrs pretatd that it is impossible to avoid disjmsioii 
under fire, this is their a f h r  : the ltavc their own reasous for si1iug so, 
siitce to rccogiiize tlte liossibi~ity orretaining xiicn iu liaud under fire,  out^ 
that those who Itnvc h c n  unable to do so are \vauting iii coolnesv : i d  iuoril 
~mungc, is all om. \i%o would iiiakc such a confession 1 Success ltav 
crowiicd their efforts. It is iigrccd, tlwy are Iicrocs-ud what is im- 
possible for lierots is in tunl ly  iupojsible for the rest of the world !” 
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986 .RUSSMX ISFASTllY TACTICS. 

“ It is n principle of wise criticism,” rcninrks tlic General, ‘I only to use, 
with nII clue reserve. tlie testiiiioiiy of people who liaw played tlie part 
of nctois in events ; but our iiioclerii writem tliiiik (Iifrereiitly. Tile 
p11isinii, they my, lins spoken ; what further iise ia tlicrc of tliicussioll Z It 
I m s t  :ill be good and be:iiitiful. Wc liavc k e n  tnuglit 1iy tlic l i p  of mastela 
nlltl-&fsltr P’ 

Tliat s:tvngW, 
nrnictl with lance3 ant1 swortle, slioiiltl break infantry squares-spares of 
L’ritish injuifr.y, too, 1y y o u  plcusc ?”  “Ihit,” 110 ntlds, “ tlic iiireiitors ,,f 
corn licitcd rifle sights will not irntlerstnnd the lesson : ocrlos huI,ent ci 
r i d o n t .  ~ l i e y  will coiitiiiuc to tencli tlint modern iiifniitry is riiinssiilable 
in front, tlint s11(:1i acts arc only nllown1)le for savages, niitl tlint we nre llot 
s ~ r a g c ~  It  will not occiir to tlicni a.3 i t  docs to otliem, that to 1ire:ik squnrcs 
i t  will, perlia s, IIC advisilde to  beconie s a y s .  Tliis is the ntlricc I give, 
liowerer, a n 1  tlie only conccssioii I n ~ o w  is, tliat tliey nizy take rifles in 
1,lace of swords, and iieed iiot paiiit their skim black.” 

The Soutlnn fights uusccl General Dmgoniirov to czcl:iioi, 

TIIE COMIL\D€SIIIP OF BATTLE. 

I n  the third a i d  1.ut pnrt of his Manual, Gcrirral Dngomiror discusscj 
the “Prelinratioii of tkc ‘l‘liree Ariiis for the Co~~mtlcsliip of I3;ittle.” 

“Cornradesliip, in face of daiigcr,“ he sij-s, “ is tlic i i id i sp idAe and 
suprcruc condition for the success of niiy uiidertnkiiig in war. 1\11 t1i:it troo N 
arc! tnught lias n siiiglc object, iinniely, to prepare iiitlivi(~iin~s, :is wcll as the 
varioiis units, to mutu:illy wsist one :uiotlier with absolute devotion niid a 
j u s t  uut1etst:iiitliiig of tlie nccds of the situation. Military cducntioii teadies 
the mass to obey n single inipulsc. 111 war we Iiinrcli scpiately but fight 
riiiitctl-for iliutunl assistniice : it  i3 coiiimtlesliip which innkc w at one 
iiioinciit iiinrcli to tlic cniiiioii niicl nt another not iunrcli to it.” 

2. “ A  singlo ninu points out the olijcct to be :ithiucd, mid tliie object wit,! 
bc athiiictl if the mass lina Lccii fasliioiicd so as to strirc nftcr i t  liken 
single iiiaii, without 1iesit:itiona or rescrvatioiis. A check iniplies that the 
eiiciii . h:~$  shown uorc uiiniiiiiiity t1i:iri we, but wlio cnii we blaiuc but ourselves 1:’ 
“ ‘Forget youtself, rhd Four comrades will think of you.’ II‘Lcrcvcr this 

saviiirr is acted ou tlic ~ i inss  will act like o w  iu:ui. aiicl 3 ninii for \rhoin 

perish, Iiiit you ;\-ill perish with t h n - ;  for if j o u  on11 think df yotiwelf, who 
tlic devil will troiil~le liiniself about you 1” 
“ Instrntl of n liviiig orgniiisrii \re should get iiotliirig but n decomposing 

corpse, which would Lo iiisultcd with iinl~iinity by nlL” 
3. ,‘A iiinn of seii.se does not liesitate to swrifice nrni or leg to a w e  his 

life. So, too, a soldier, if properly eclucitcd, docs riot liesitatc to sicrificc his 
skin for the snfcty of liis coiiiradcs, nnd of tlir! nriiiy to which he bc1onb.s. 
Wliocvcr loves liiniself better tliaii liis corn iny is  unworthy of liis cornpiny ; 
wliocvcr ~orcs  liis conipaiiy better tlinn k s  LatLilion is unwortliy of his 
batta!ion, nnd so on to tlic IiigIiest iiriits” 

4. L‘Cliiefs must know how to p lxe  individu:il combatants, nnd fighting 
iiiiits, of no iiiatter what strciigtli, in a fiitiintioii where t h y  ciii render one 
nuotlier iiiutuil assistaiice, and never risk irnlierillii~g t L k  Hi:reiii lies tlie 
secret of all tactics in time of war, niid the aiiii OF all iiiilitiry exerciser in 
tirile of peace.” 
. ti. “ W e  shall not be in a position to fiilfil all the obXgatioiis iniposecl by 
coniradcsliip uiilcss, Ififore all else, n-o do not fcw death ; uulcs  we liare 
trust i i i  our cornlades aid  love tlieiii.” 
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.RUSSI,\h’ ISFASTRT TACTJCS. 987 

G. “ I n  ordcr not to fear dcnth we uiust bc ~ircpnred for it, nnd never Icxre 
out of sight tlieobject of oiir iiiissioii : to kill :iiitl to die. Lct us oftcii reell1 
tlie fact tlint wc arc tnortnl, nnd tlint tlcntli seizes 11s wlicii we think of it 
least. How iiiniiy people coiiie out of the hottest business safe nild ~ ~ 1 1 ,  
wliile otlicra bid f:tre~vcll to life fcr n siiiglc false step 7 I t  i.9 by subjecting 
ouiselvcs to n moral discipliiie of this nntiiiz tlint w-e slip11 iiot be taktu 1 1 ~  
surprise, cvcn nfter n Ioiig pencc, by the ncccsity of confroiitirig tlcntll. Ire 
who ncglects this esseiitinl ptiiiit of the lPrep:irntioii’ Inys 1111 for liiiiiaelf tllc 
bitterest illusioiis. Encli year the tlnily rouritl of 
niniiocuvres, musketry, ninrclies Ant1 thrn oiic fiiic clay, paf ! biill~ts, 
slie113, and bayonets. m l i n t  n cC$c ! nerein lies tlie clangcr of nttncliing 
oneself to spccinlities, wlieii i t  is R qiicstioii of wnr, for lietwceii these elements 
of the thing nnd tlic figlit itsclf, tnkcu as n WIIOIC, wlint a wide giilf is fired ! I’ 

7. &‘TO triist our conimdea we must, begill by knowing tlicni, and we slinll 
love tlieiii nfterwnrils if they tlescrve it. Wlieri n-e t i t i  iiot kiion- people, IIOW 
cnii we give tliein our confitleiicc, still Ips9 nffcctioii 1” 

8. l lThu~l  the l in t  step is coiilidcnce : it xncnns knowlctlgc, biit intimate 
:ind thorougli kuowlcdge, wliich cm only Lc ncquircd o n  tltc ground : it is 
riecrssnry to kiion- rrhot encli ninn cin do for the coiiinioii safety, niid Aolo lie 
can do it. A tliorniigli knn\vledge of riieii’a clinr:ictcrs is iiccesary in ordcr 
to avoid ii p e n t  irisfurtuiie, ii:uiicly, t h t  of iiiutu;d iiitcrfcrciicr, wliicli will 
otlierwise certniiily couc about iii spitc of tlic Lest iiitcntioiis to do \vcll.” 
“In slienkiiig of tlie procrdurc of the cliffereiit nrnis tliere ciii only Lc 

qiicstioii of tlieir true battle tactic% niitl not of those eiigciidrrcd liy pe;icc 
iiiaiiwuvres. Tliesc latter often destroy rnthcr tliaii prqiirc true couir;itle- 
ship.” 

ronierintlcs riglit np to tlie line of 
skirriiisliers, w ~ i i ~ e  in ~ i n t t ~ c  i t  will be Y i e ~  ~ n c k  n iiii~e or mire iii renr : n 
tiiie way this of rcassuriiig the infniitry \vho, a t  tlic first encouutcr, will f:iiicy 
tlint tlie a r n l r y  113s nb~utloiictl tlicui to tlicir iiiilinppy fntc. Yet, in rcnl 
biisiiicss, tlie c~\-nlry ciniiot Lcttcr serve the interest of the iiifnntry : if i t  
tli:iivs bnck, it is lint only to nroid useless losses, biit to get elliaw room nntl n 
fair firld, for if it is clcsirons of dcnling its lilow ou n lcvcl with tlic first 
iiifniitry liiie, cimlry iiiust kccp well Lack, tlint is to say, oii n lercl with tlic 
11ivisir~ii:il reserve?; iinlesj an exccptinnnlly fiiroiimble jiiece of corer ia nvnil- 
able. Aiiotlicr cxniriple : A battery coiiics into :iction ; i t  sccs iiifnritry 
nloii4dc niid tliickcts iu ~driiiicc, but sees iio oiic iii tlic tliickrts : it fiucics 
itsel? cs~ioscd, linibeiv iip, niitl retires. llccnuse i t  lins iiot 
ncqtiirctl confidence in the infniitry, brci,?usc it is igiiornnt of its ways, nud 
does  not uiidarstnnd tlint, ‘since clo~etl bodies of infniitry are nloiigside, there 
will iiif:illihly lie skirrnisliem orit iii froiit coiiccnled Ly the thicketrr.” 
D. I‘ I<iiowlctlgc ins iircs coiiliilc~icc, coufidciice affection and tlic true feeling 

of comrntlcsliip, wliicfi iiidiicca meii not to slinrc tlicnisclves. This fecling is 
so iiiilinrtniit tli:it the most sacred duty of chiefs is to mfcgunrtl i t  nrr the 
nliplc of the cgc. No efforts riiust be spired to kccp iip niid fortify tliis 
rirtiie.” 

I t  is ns well to p i l i t  out, nmong other dniigers, tlint of linrpinf on tlic 
tune of rivnlry niid sclf-lore. Sny to your fiiilortliiinte, ‘This is bnil, ~ i i d  
that good ; this is an oiiiisjioii.’ h’ever sny, lSo-nii~l-sotloes this Iict.ter tli:iii 
you.’ For w i t h  auch rcmnrks you will so011 dcstroy all comrndcsliili, niid 
iiispire n sentiment of hostility, all the deeper bccwise it will Lc coiicenletl, 
agaiiist the iiinii wlio I i m  met with your n p ~ i r o ~ d . ”  

l ’ S o ~ e  cliicfs 1iavc niiotlier fnsliioii of sliccu1;itiiig 111ioii tlie fmilty of Luninn 
nntrire : tlieytell each oneof tlicir subordinntcs in turn  (confitlentinlly,of coiirsc,) 
that no oiie does so w-ell M lie in tlie reginleiit This is of no iise either, f u r  
the t iuc  a l w a ) ~  cuiucs \vlieii siibordiiiates coiii lnie iiotcr, niid tLcu they fiiid 

Is it uot inevitnLlc 7 

I~snin~i le  : “ A t  nianocurrcs czvnlry 

Rctircs-why 1 

11 
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988 RUSSI.\S ISFASTRT T.\CTICS. 

1 tllat all do bcst !’ Coiifidciicc in tlic cliicf’s word is lost for ercr, wliercas it 
filiolild 113vc tlie streiigth of tlic Ixw. St:irting from this I mi1 incliiie(1 to 
tliiilk that a11 clnsAicition, after the iiiniiiier of elenieiitary ~c1ion1s, tlocJ 
lliore Jianii than good wlicii applictl iri the Service : i t  will ilillaine the Iie;lds 
of sonie with an a v e r  desire to bc first, but i t  coiitributcs not a jot to justif,. 
true coiiiradcsliip.*J’ 

10. “Tlie aid of one’s own pcoplc on a battlcfieltl is a very coniplcx matter 
to insure, aid it  CIU only be tlioroiiglily gi~ariuitrrd by successive stnges of pre. 
Inration and by tinic. It is precisely this coniplicition of the busiiicss, and tlie 
leiiL$ of h i e  that Iias to be given up to it durinn pence, that caiiscs men to lose 
si4it of the coiiinclesliip of hittle, that finay and supreme end to a tb in  
&ch all efforts niiist Lc clirectetl. To begin with, it is iiidisperisnble to 
r:itionally apportion tlic idea of iiiutunl nssistnrice into elementary parts : tllc 
iiistruction iiiust not leave on one side any of tliese elements, .as Iiappellq 
occxionally. We go to work as if it was iiot a soldicr that we wonted for 
battle, but an nutomatoil or a mnrksmnii, Cc The more pissioiiately fervent 
the disciples of these falsc gods, the greatcr the liann done. Do not deceive 
yourselves : i t  is not bnd ucii wlio usually fall iiito tliesc errom, but  the bcst 
~iiies. Aiid the deeper t h y  pliiiigc into a spcciality, the niorc everytliing else 
diminislies in vnluu in their eyes. Then comes n-m, and i t  appcan as clear as 
~ioonday that men are iiicompletely iiistructetl : wry good, pcrhyis, in the 
sccoiidary busiiiess, but ignoixut of what is iiiost irnport.int.” 

Ariucd with the crpcriencc of our forcruniicrs, enligliteriecl conccrniiig 
certain nbcrratioiis, and knowing the iiiiicr causes of unii’s powcrlcssness t~ 
resist them, \re still may be iiiiablc to avoid frcsli mistakes. But, nt all 
ereiits, it  is possible to  avoid :L repetition of tlie old errors, on the following 
conditions :- 

1st. Tlie whole siibjcct matter must be rationally divicletl into elenients : 
in other worils, tnctics iiiiist be parcelled out into n series of mct icd escr- 
ciaes susceptible of Lciiig learnt on tlic groiiiitl, :tiit1 not oiily I,. leaflets-iii 
short, tnctics niiist be tniiglit by exaiuplc, :lid iiot by verlhil explanntioiis. 

“2ud. Tile idativc iniprtance of each of tLc elements iiiust be hrnc ill 
niind, and tlic time niust b nllowed to emli in proportion to its relative 
degree of importance. 

3rd. Oricc learnt sepnratt$y tlic elenleiits iiiiist bc grouped togetlier in n 
regular progressive series of iii~tructions, without sudtlcu lea is from tlic 
simple to tlie diflicult. iningined t i n t  a solc~ier 
who lias lenmt to shot,  clrill, tliriist, and nsault, will be nble to conibiiie 
naturally all tliesc I)r;lctices. Once for 311 i t  is iiidispnsible to reriiemher 
t I in t  encli combination of tliis nature is n new tniicli of instriiction, ant1 tlint 
it  is not io&lile to neglect any of tlie special crcrciscs deni:intled by it  if i t  
is desired to obtain R sensible and orderly execution frce froiii precqiitatioii 
and disorder. 

In riot tlie same procedure followed in achild’s education? To teach n cliilcl 
to  read, wonls are siilwliritled into sounds and lettcm, aiid to teach writing 
letters tlieniselves into potlionka nnd Iiangers. But tlic cliilil cinnot rend 
alieii it know its letters, nor write when lie cnii deal with potliooks aid  
Iiangcrs. I t  l ins  to b taaglit to coinline the letters into sonnds and worth, 
and pothooks aiid Iiangeis iiita lcttcis. What will be the result if we stop 
short when tlic cliild has :icquired the a r t  of writing, aiid oiily continue ta 
teach ciligtxpliy ; what will liappen if, instead of texlriiig liiiu tlint writing 
1i.u Lccu taiiglit him in order that Iic uiay express his thoughts, we coiisirlcr 
wri t iw as aii ciid, mid not m a means 1 Wc sliall turn out a public writer, a 
a cop$st, an autonntoii, all the more incapable of exlirrssi~ig his ow11 ideas 
by witiiig as lie is more skilled iu xuouldiiig fo rm of writing in the absence 

11. 

For instance, i t  mist not 

of dl tllougllt.” 
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RUSI. \S  ISFASTRT TXCTICS. 989 

14. . . . . Now, a11 elementary bniiclics of instruction are succes- 
sively tmght  in the re iiirecl proportioil. . . . . 

18.1~‘ But i t  is quite niti‘ereiit :IS regarcla titcticd i n k c t i o n .  I n  this matter 
tile Iiecessity of a progressive coiiibiiiatioii of tlir! various elenleiits i j  not yet 
comlilctcly recoriiized. It is only lately that tlie iicccssity of combining 
evolutions and 1m11 pnictice I i u  l ieei i  brou,olit Iiome to all, h i t  the siillc tliiiig 
Jots not rule concernin,o tmvcrsiiig attacks and applied rcgulntioiis. It is 
tile sanie with other esercisus wliicli arc qiiitc ~9 iiidispen~ible, siicli as those 
for faiiiilinrizing the cliffereiit anns with tlicir reciprocil oldiptioiis, two by 
two, before tlie ni:intcuvreq and of beginning to practise the coiiiniaiid of 
tllc t h e  arms coni1,iiiecl in n lower milk to what is the ride a t  prcsciit.” 

1.1. “ I n  my opinioii i t  is oiily oii coiiditioii of iiialiiqg good tliese clefectq 
that uIaii(cuvres cm produce good results. The reason is fellows Diirinn 
nianmrivrcs ninrcliea take plncc! xq iii wai, I J u t  in ortler to cnrry tlicni out n-efi 
it  is iiitlispeiisnlilc to learn Iimv they arc to bc cnrrietl orit before the maiimiivres 
tnkc plncc. Iiifailtry ngniii 1i:is to fncc civalry sliargcs ; to do so properly i t  
niust learn before the mniiwuvrcs hon to act iii.  siicli a case. Cnv;ilry has to 
:ittack iiifaiitry, niiotlier ni:ittcr wliicli must be lenriit bcforc the niniia’iivrcs. 
Iiifantry and cavalry Iiave oecnsioii to :ittack aid support artillery ; all this 
iiiust be 1e:iriit h fore  tlic iiinriwiivrcs. Artillcry lins to take up aiid shift its 
position in accordaiice with tlic forniations of iiifautry and ,cavalry ; this 
again is n matter that must bc taught before tlie nianrciirres, otlicrwise the 
three arnis, iiisteatl of aiding eacli other, will mutu:illy interfere oiie with 
:iiiotlier.” 

Shrtiii.g then with this gciieral itlca, Geiicnl Dngoniirov kcgins tlie tliird 
pnrt of 111s manna1 by a L?ble, setting out syioptimlly tlie various elcriieiits of 
iiiititnry edumtioii, together with their grmliinl :lid Irogrestive coiiibiiiatioii 
into tlie most coiiijwsite iiiovciiieiits of a11 ariiis cotiiliiied. 11e attirnin tli;ct 
tlic filial rcsult of this system will bc a statc of tliorougli )repitxtioii, which 
will enable any cletacliniciit of tIic tliree arms to  tiioiiJit 6’ fit for n ~ t  tlic 
iii:iiiifestations of coinnilesliip in battle.” that is to R1), tlioroiiglily inibuecl 
with its spirit and ci1~dile of deployiiig all its msourcc~ uiitler tlie coiitlitioii~ 
iiiost favour,rble for s~~cccss-. 

It is nnnecessnry to dn-ell upon the elementary pnrt of tlie proposcd mum ; 
the geiiecil id a.3 iilmn this 1ir;ul have beeii d r a t l y  given. Ily far tlie iiiost 
iiuportaut part of ttic work now wider discussioii relatcs to the 1‘ clemonstra- 
tioii on the krouiid of tlie reciprocal obliptioiis betwccii troops of cliffereiit 
:miis.” 

Before arriving at this st:ige, horerer, Gcnenl Dragoiiiiror lias miiclr 
souiid practicrl nclrire to give coiiccrniiig the prcpnratioii of tlie rcgiincnt. 

.The duties of tlie chief of tlic reginxiit and tlic: adjutant are set forth as 
follo\rs :- 

1. “The chief of the regiment is D great personage ; lie drives the concli 
Iiut does not tlng it. His action is felt tlirougli tlie intermediaryof tlic Ixitta- 
lion cliicfv a i d  adjutants as coiiccriis the pcnoiiiicl, tlirougli tlic major iii 
administration, aiid throunli the surgeon in sniiitnrj iiiattcm.” 

2. L‘IIe is the chief oF the reginlent, tlie Iiend of tlie fnriiily, the most 
zralons supporter of good coinratlcsliip, of l o r e  ant1 resliect for a profcssioii 
which tlciiiands tlic Krc:ttest sicrificc for tlie s?ke of one’s country. Ilc 
neighs the valiic of each subordinate ; lie iutercedcs with higher autlioritics 
for any of his faiiiily s l io  have got into a scnpe, if tlwy arc wortli the 
trouble” 
3. “ His word is law to the regiment. For this rezwii he nerer throws a 

respoiisibilit upaii liis inferiors, bat takes it iipnn h u  owii slioultlers, reniam- 
beriiig that l e  is tlie liead aiid rcspoiisible chief of thc corps for bettcr or for 
WOISC.” 
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000 RUSSIhN ISF‘lSTRT T-ICTICS. 

. 4. “Ire tnkcs prticiilnr a r e  of the hcaltli of mcii .plnccd under llis 
g:nnrdinnsliil~.” 

.j. 6‘ In rill 1u:itters i t  is for him to fix tlre object to be nttained, to watCll 
cc.zselessly the efforts ~i iadc to reach it, ant1 to  iiisist i i p n  the rcnIizItiol1 of 
Ilia wisliea. Ire tnkcs a r c  that nll is tloiic well aiitl opportiineIy, nnrl 
that nll occu~iations march abreast. tliat is to STY that those that arc Inoht 
pleasant clo not receive more attention t h i l  tllc rcst. If lic demands any 
iioreky lie inust llimself stion- how it is to be done. Iris action is felt in tile 
corn iiiiics tlimii=li the 1ntt;ilion chiefs, but he niust nercr usurp the fiiilctions 
of th‘e latter, still lcss mrist he take 11110ii liiiiisclf the rue of c o n i p ~ n j  chief. . . . . 111 rcgimcntnl work to pws over tlic heads of aiihonlinnte clliefs 
is a grnss niistake. It arimbccausc i t  a pear3 in p~acc  that 110 ii~convcnie~lc~ 
13 cnusetl by it. I t  iiiny be so in pence, Llit it is tlifferciit in war. Tlieri it 
will be too late to cxpcct from your siilmrdinntcs that initiative nnd seiisc of 
rcqniisibi1it)- wliicli you have f:iilcil to clcvelop in peace.” 

“Tlic rcgirnentnl cliicf must tnkc specinl pains in tlie choice of his stan; 
more articiilarly as rcgnrds the ndjiitniit. A g d  adjutant niiist IN neitllcr 
l,artiaf nor nn iiitrigcr. I I ~  milet be iiitelligcirt, ~ I I  edumtd ,  ant1 activ‘h. 
He niiist h on good t e r m  with tlic St-ttf of the dirkion ; lie mus! re- 
meiiiber everything, but not drowii liinisclf in trivid nintters. Tlic Iinppiiiu., 
of tlic rcgimeiital fmiily clcpciids greatly ~ 1 1 o i i  tlic :idjutaiiL’s tack:’ 

Gcncrd Dr:igoniirov iicrt takes tlie rcgiiiicnt iu rcutlezvous forinntion, 311,1 
set3 it s e v e ~ i l  problenis, siicli NI an. attack by cavalry 1,000, 200 pices 
distant iii front, in rsm, froin the riglit or left ; tlic sinie by infmtry ailt1 
artillery at varjiiig dist:iiiccs niicl clirectioiis 111 cacli O L S ~  lie gives wliat Ile 
considcrs the lxst i~~ea i i s  of dealing witli each c x e  in succession. 

Tlie next point dealt with is t1:c order of hittle in tlie first stngcs of 

enough to obtain this result at ;L single point, i t  beconies clear that o ucw 
prcoccupitioii wises. Tliis i3 to render easy :in11 proiu t tlie concciitmtion 
of forces at tlic point n-liere tlie sliock will take place. pt is for this piirpse 
that the sccoiid aud other liuca are kcyt together ~9 the geneml reserce, 6iiice 
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RUSSIAS ISFAX rny TACTICS: 0‘31 

i t  is ensier wltcii~tltey are kept togctlicr to wrry tlieni to m y  required poitit. . . . . Victory is not to ltirti who isstronger tltaultis foe in tliesiiiu total 
of soldiem, Lut to ltitu who knows 110w to be strougest solely at the p i t i t  of 
illlp:iCt, aiid a t  the iiioniciit wlieii tlic shock takes p l ~ c .  Strongest, not oiily 
i l l  iiunibcrs but in worth ; in0 clctcrrititietl iiieii niq- often put to rout 
t~~oiisnuda of ~iiilitinmcii. Succcss or failurc de1)ctids much i t p n  prccoii- 
ccire-etl opinion, aid  ;ti war every effort must be r i d e  to nmke the first aff:iiru 
turn out farounblc.” 
11. 6 ‘ .  . . . . Rewrres cnly exist t o  join the line of battle sooner or 

later. It is riot by tlicir iunctiw presence only on a Lnttlefield t h t  rcservm 
insure SIICCCSS.” 

1G. Final siiccess remains with the side diicli can bring iip the I x t  
reserve nt tlie ciitl vf tlic Ixittlc. The economy of te.wrcs must tlicrcforc be 
;L c:i bitril prcoccitpntioi~ of tltc coniniaiidcr.” 

1‘ but tltis is a clonble-dged blade ; if one delays too ~ong tlie morneiit for 
emplojing a rewrve, the line of battle niny give way, and the reserve may 
only be able to re-cstallisli iiiatters. If only pnrt is employed a new clicck 
11i:iy rcault. UX the ctid of tlic ch:ilitcr d l  the reserves Iiave perlinpe bccti 
frittered a ~ a y  uselessly, and Itavc not Lccii cniployctl to p i t i  a sitccess. Too 
ruucli lt,?jte in reinforcing a line is no better ; oiicc all fresh troopis are gotic 
tiotliiug cnii be rt*pinetl. T~OOIIS eiiiployecl no loiiger bcloiig to you, attcl 
the tlircction of tlic figlit Itas gone with the last reserve.” 

1;. ‘‘Tlte qiiestion of kiiowirtg \ v I i w  to let slip nilti wlteii to Itold back 
reserves i3 one of the niojt kttotty poiitts to solve. Tlie greatest ttt:tstera i n  
the art of \v:m IIRYC uot al\v:iys tlotic i t  in  a sitisfactory mairiicr. During 
~ ~ c n c c  crcrciscs tlic questioii rsci1)cs solutioii, niid even fails to attract attcti- 
tion. It is, tlierefore, all tltc uiorc iicccssnr to prelxirc the tttititls of troops 
and chiefs, ereii iiiiperfect1y. for faciug witiout surprise tlie fatal ciiletiinia 
wlieti it arises i i i  all its gravity iniplac;ible a9 destiny.” 

be tr.liticd to 
tile couvictiou tliat only tliosc wlio ctidurc to tlie eiitl slinii be sivcd, niic~ 
that all troops OIICC engaged in a$yXl rcuiaiir in it till the lasiiiers is over, thut 
tAey may hope to  be supported, but nerer to b re dated. Tltis is the sole possible 
guaraiitce for assuriiig tltat troo )s tli+:iy :id tlie energy aiicl c~ctcrtiiiiintioti 
t i f  wliicIi tliey arc c i p n ~ ~ e .  If tliia is tlic c s c ,  a single one of mir units xuny 
sonietitnes get to the bottom of two or tlirce l~cloitgiiig to tlic ntlvetxiry, aid 
then the prc iidcrame in fresh troops for the elid vf the Lusiiiess uill be 
naliirully o i i G r  sicie? 

Geucrnl l)ngoiitiror nest spenks of orders of battle during tlie second 
riod of tLe action. Hc sip that a t  the ttioineitt of impact the orclcr of 

Kt t le  &comes nn ikregitlar line, brand at tile poitit of nttnr! nntl tliin else- 
rliere. The lendem: clown to the wry lowest grades, acqutrc nti inittietisc 
iiiiportnuce, coiiqxinieu, batt:ilioiis, niitl regiments become inevitibly uiivctl 
up, but sectioiis ntid squads may keep togetlter if they are well led. 

’ 20. Cnrdry ant1 artillery Iwitlt p w s q  the sinte propertim as tile iiif:mtry, 
but puslicd to aii cztrciiic clcvcloptticitt, ant1 con~e~iieiitly tlicir ortlcru of 
battle are only apci:il instatices of iiifniitry cxnttiIhz. ’l‘lic ~iiuperties of 
cl\-alty are ixpicltty of niovement, momcittary clt:inicter of tlie ettcouiiter, 
vulnernbility of flnitks, cold steel. Tlie momentary nnturc of tlie figlit makes 
it usel- to tLiiik of supports coniiii~~ frorti lieliind, tlte vuliierability of tlic 
flanks rcnders tlieir constniit rotcci’ioii iudispeiisnble, loci1 rwcrres, there- 
fore, beconic tniisformeii into h e ~ o n s  in rcir of tltc flatilis.  lie cold fiteel 
~~ttposcs tlic i i ~ d  of beiug able to repent the blows, t h t  i3 to siy of ;I wticral 
rcscrte. ~ ~ i c  line of battic t1tus lieconics a continuous liuc of batt’7e wit11 
Cclielon~ iii re.u of tlle&dis and with a rcscrw in rear.” 

18. “Troops must coiistiiitlyy, petsisteiitlg, nittl iiicessnntl 

IIc then proceetls to  peak of the onlers of Little of tltc other arms. 

. .  
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3!)2 RUSSIAN ISFASTRT TACTICS. 

‘I The properties of nrtillery arc long niigc and powerful firc, iilmpcitY 
for self-tlcfeiice aiitl for :ictiiig:iloiie ; tlic Iirotcctinii of the flniiks of Iintterics 
dcvolver u~toii tlie iiifaiitry aiid cavalry ; tllesc 1i:ive also tlic tank of secillg 
tlic uiis snfely tliroiigli the liiisiiicss iii cisc  of nttnek.” 

After sniuc rcrnartis itboiit cliniigp of frolit, i~us t ra tc t~  ~ i y  examples, tile 
Geiieral plnps h i s e l f  in tlie psitioil of R Colorid addrcsilig his O&cers 
iii froiit of tlie rcgiiiient, and woceetls as follows : .- 

33. a &  Y O ~  arc aware, gcntlenieii, tlint lateral movements in sight of the 
enemy are liiglilp incoiiveiiieiit, siiicc (luring tlie aliolc of tlic niovpnlellt 
there is no fiaction avail;tblc to repulse aii attack. The iiiovcmeiit itself, 
with tlic flank presentccl to the ciieniy, exercises R bnd effect iipoii Inell. 
Tliis is not all, for Interid nioveiiiciits arc seen by the cncniy a.. R O O I ~  as bcgIll,, 
aiicl conseqneiitly they c q m c  our iiitciitioiip too ~ 0 0 1 1 .  Kow, iii general, 
I Iieg yo11 will reiiiciiibcr tliiz, gentlemen, tlie longer yon can coiicenl your 
iiitciition from the eiiemy the better you will RIICCCC~. The best u-ay to 
succeed, therefore, is to j”110iig tlir liiiu in tlic requirctl dircctioiis by fr;lc. 

tioiis drn\vii froiii tlie NWXW.” 
Exnniples of this action follow, togctlier with advice to pixctisc the with. 

clrnwal of fcictioiis of tlic froiit line iii ciise of overcro\rding, or mtlirr over- 
lapping, during nn ads-mice, .as ae l l  ,as the filliiig up of. gip u~iard  daring 
siinilnr niorenieiit. 

The Geiieral iiext mxccd3 to sl’cnk of reiiifoi&f the attack, and restoring 
onler after tlic assault. 

3G. la Oeiitlenien, oiie scldoni clislojgcs with R single blow an ai1verm-y w-110 
lins made 1111 liis tiiiiitl to defeiid liiiiisclf : oiicc riiust rctiirii to the cliarge 
mice, twicc, three tiiiics, or iuorc, iiiitil oiic has y incd  one’s object. 111 this 
iiiatter all dcpiids upoii pencrcriiiice. So soon t ieii as the attacking t roop 
Ii:rve been checked, f+t bd ic3  iiiust be tlirowi forwnrcl from tlie rcscrrc. 
It  is a risiiig tide whose waves iiiust siicceetl oiie aiiotlier wittinut intenup- 
tion. As a general rule, gei~tlcuien, oiicc the first blow 1i.w \iccii given oiie 
mist  strike, strike, niid strike again, blow upoii blow, in ortlcr to give tlie 
atlvcranry 110 tiiiic to recover. . . . A s  R general rille, upoii the order tu 
attack, tlie foremost lilies ninrcli straight to their froiit witliout :ittcntling to 
sigids. niit today wlieri I souiitl LInlt,’ tlic froiit liiic will staid fast until the 
second liiic coiiies up. I slinll souiid tlie 
‘ LInlt’ nsiiti ; tlie atlvaiiced liiic will agnili wait until the tliirtl line joins it, 
;tiid tlieii all will nilvaiice togdiet-. Your iiieii uiist riiarch slioiilder to 
Alioiilder iii enrilest, tlint is to KL , cnine l i p  bctwcen tlic files of the units in 
froiit of tlirm, so tlint tlie IJ* attackiiig forins n cornpnet I i iwa .  ~ ) i r  
assault must take plnec a t  n nipid lxicc ; iii aii attack tliere must ~c iio iro- 
iiienn[lc or iiroecssioii. After tl ic attack makc no ittteni t to restore order ; 
I s l i n ~  put out tlie markers aiit~ soiiiitl tlin 6 Assembly‘; we S M I  see tlien 
whether nieii have tlirir wita nborit tlierii.” 
37. a a I ~ i  ortler to give cvcrybaly nil iden of wlint prcceilcu i t  is quite 

enoiigli to allow R siiinlc drill during the summer. Wc must beware of the 
tentleiicy wliicli imp& 11s to seek perfection, niitl allat is ci l iet i  1 piirity of 
execution.’ Tlie field cxcreises, if tlioroiiglily sel l  known, tlint is to my, if 
all nioreineuts nrc ruadc with order niid prxisioii, furiiisli the iiccwary 
iiieaiis for executing tlic drill iii question’ with all tluc correctiicsj. 

‘I It is also ntxeswry to keep watch anaiiist sucli misemllc little prnetices 
as tint of seckiiig :it liow niiiii pees Jistmice, or nt w1i:it pnrticii1;ir p in t ,  
niicli aiit~ siic~i uorellreiit sLoudLCt begun iii orcler to obtiiii a 6 purer execu- 

1 Errcpt tlie shoulder to rlioulder of the attack. IIcrc it is nbwlutel~ iicvcrznry 
to tleiiiniiil con~p~cnctnc~s in t l ie mass and tlie intcrmingling of units, siiice tLid ir 
iiirvitablc in rditj.-Sofe by Qcrcral Dragomiror. 

Both will tlieii ii~l\-filiCC togetlier. 
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IlUSSIhS ISE'ASTRT TACTICS. 993 

tion.! It is j u t  this t l i n t  ru ins  tlic whole thing, for the attention of men is 
tlircctcd not to the thing itself, but ratlicr to tlic scnlcd pnttcrii iiietlid of 
(1oiiig it, n;.Iccab!c to tlic C ~ C  in pcacc but iiinIipliciblc iii war.:' 

Tllc (;cner:il tlicii eschiniv ngaiiist the practicc of rcquiriiig rigid forilia. 
tioils for supports of the ntktck, turning tlie nttciitioii of the IcatIers frolu 
tllcir cliicf duties, wliicli are :-(1) TO kecp their iucn uiidcr cover, a i d  (2) to 
bc a l ~ n y s  in a position to support tlic froiit h e .  Xatnre, Iic s.iys, d o e j  llot 
take circ to clevisc sliclten for us nlwajs ~)xmllcl to our front. To clcriland 
nligipicnt for tlic eliniii, for tho supports, a~ id  the rcscr'ves is a basckss lire- 
tenqoii ; tlie pnnllel diwction of fronts nlonc is obligatory. 

T:ikiiig a.5 liis tes t  Sourorov's sxj-in," that " Each sohlier tliust undcrs.t.tnnd 
llis mnncciivrc,:' General Dngoniirov nest proceeds to direct nttcritioil to 
tllc imjxwltincc of n q i i i r i ~ i g  the habit of g i v i ~ i y ,  t r a ~ i s n i t l t i ~ ~ g ,  and rccciri~ig 
or(!crs i ir  11 popcrf"shto)i." . 

.lo. '' Th c h i d  mttst girc short, clear, a ~ i d  e,icrrJetic orders, foIIoiriiig t h  
hierurchic scnlc, co~d indicating the o@et to LC citltiiticd ? c ; f h t l  entcriil.7 ;:it0 
ft i iri~ite tlrtails of c.rectitioii. TIIS OjiccrJ clrccrgcd icith tRc tri~)rsinisaio~i o/ thcsc 
0rilcr.c niust Lc pcrsonnlly LJIOZC), to his icitticdiutt suGordi);atcs. '' xvcry Ofliccr who is'givcii an order for transmission slioiild write it, doivii 
word for wort1 niitl rcpcat it. If tlicrc is.soiiictliiiig lie fails to uiiclerstaiid 
Ilc slioiiltf rcquirc an csplanatiori. 111 case of doubt a b u t  thc bearer of a11 
order Iic should be detniiied until the poilit is clcired up. The OIIicer 
wlio rcccives nil order must rcinclubcr that iii c x c  'of a niisiiiitlerstaiitlitig Iic 
wiII not bc nblc to justify liiniself by siyiiig that lie lim o h j c d  nii order 
unlesJ Iic is i n  a psition to indicate the iiaiiic of thc Lcnmr." 

41. " I t  isthus impossible to procecd iiljtantnneous~y with thc csecution 
of nil ortler, ns of :I coiiiiuaud ; tlic habit of gitiiig, sendiiig, niic! rccciviiig 
ortlcrs rcquiren circful nttciitioii; it  id tlifliciilt to forrii ;my itlea of tlic 
iiinuiiicr;tb!e iiiistnkcs wliicli arise iii wnr fro111 neglect of this iiinttcr;' 

Gciicr:il L)r;igoiiiirov adrises Inyiiig tr:i IS for the uiiwnry iii this Iiutter a.5 
i i i  OtllCrd. ' ~ c  suggests tli:it an iiicomprchcnsiblc order s l i o u ~  be givcii to a 
qIlojK?r with cvcry s i p  of iuipaticiice if n rcpctitioii of tlic order Lc 

fl'cinnn(Icc1. If tlic er reren-s l i i j  deimiiitl for csplnriatioiis lie kiiors 
liis busiiicss, if not liis c s ucition i j  not coluplctc ; i t  may, itidccd, prow :in 
litter iiicilncity for transniitting orders. 111 tlie same way i t  is suggcstctl 
that :iu order slioiild be scut to a conipiiiy chief, without coiisiileriii,n tlic 
6' ilsunl cliniir CIS," aiid i t  should b observed \vhctlicr tlic Oliiccr in question 
ncts upon t d  orilcr or not. 

Geiienl Di-npiiirov next spenk3 of tlic niritunl obliptioiis of tlic different 
arms, niitl Iilncing himself in tho Imsitioi! of the director of an csercise 
ntldrcssing the Ojficers of au infaiitry rcgiment mid R battery, proceeds ny 
follo\\-s :-- 

" You arc awnrc, gcntlcmcn, tlint artillcry callnot dcfciid iteclf nloiic, znd 
tiint the circ of its tlcfeiicc is tlic sacred duty of troops near to it. The com- 
I-ndcsIiip of the figlit dcninnds it. It is in  tlie name of this coriiradcsliip 
that artillery opciis tlic way for you, wlietlicr tlirougli living anl l s  or n-dls 
of stone. 111 oiir turn r e  must do soiuctliiiig for it, for it is only oil this con- 
dition tlint i t  will dare to occup a t  n e d  the most risky positions in aid of 
illfantry, since it will b siirc o f  iicvcr remaining unsupported a i d  without 
protection. Tlic duties of the support arc :~9 follows:-\\'lien a h t t e r y  
L Y ) I ~ C S  into action, the skirmishers clear its front, and tnkc Inst right arid 
left far eiioiigli hi ndrniice to prevent the hostile skinuislieis from killing 
incn a id  Iioises in tlie battery. . . . \\'lien a battery conies into action 
oii the ilaiik of :I liiic, tlic compnriy in reserve of the nearest bnttdioii covers 
tlie exterior flniik of the battery ; if tlic ricnrcst i~ifaiitry is in closcd iniiks 
the liearcst coiiipiiy tnkcs iip tlic dutr. If a bnttcry clianps front tho 

Tot. XZSII. 3 T  
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9‘34 IIUSSLiS ISFhh’TRT TICTICS. 

infantry follows suit, sending skirmislicr3 in  tlie iicw directioii. . . . The 
reSers-0 of tLc troops siipportiiig tltc battery 1 1 3 ~  tllc clt1ty of witcliing for 
any  los stilt? :ittempt 11 1011 thc battcry, nucl of reprilsiug ally such attack. It 
nlay llnppen tlint tlie Lest position to take 111) is it1 renr of tlie ixittcry, for it 
is OtiIy prejudice wliicli repeats tlic formula tlint this niust not done ; tlie 
iniportniit matter is not to kcep a vaciiit space in rear of the guiis, but to 
see that projectiles directed on the battery (lo J l O t  f d l  among the infantry.” 

“If thc proper conditions of eowr are realized in rear of tlie battery, take 
up your position there 1))- all mains ; soeh position will give you tlic advan. 
tngc of Icing able to figlit lietweeii tlic guns if tlie battery be attaekcrl. 1 1 ~  
general one company for a group of two batteries may IC considercd R fair 
allowance ; it is needless to say that a battery reiiiaining \veil in renr of our 
lighting line needs 110 irtimetliatc support.” 

After various recommeiit1:itions for the action of tlie siipport iii msc of 
ad\-ancc or retreat of the guns, Genem! Dcngomiror coiitinues : ‘ I  Do not 
forget, witlenien, that the loss of a gun 1s an iioiiour for artillery, bemuse it 
s~ lows  t i a t  tile Inttery 112s renininctl in action to tlie lnst extremity, nrid 11x. 
dolie di its duty. Ihit i t  is a clinlionoiir for the support, becitlsc i t  proves 
that it has allowccl its conimlcs to be sxrificcd. 111 addition, gentlcmen, let 
ine reiiiind you nlmya to give placc to tlie pnp ,  lccnusc artillery is liiore 
dcpciidciit upon -roiiiid tlian n-c arc. L d y ,  I niiist beg infailtry chiefs who 
~iavc to couiuaiiiT tletacltnients wliicli iiicludc artillery to liniit tlieir ordelr 
to  this arm to tlic deterrniiiation of the point tlicy desire to makc an 
iiii iiessioii U ~ O I I ,  and of tlic 1iuii1bcr of pni~iis they require for the front line 
a n i  DO not trouble yourselves about tlic artillcry positions, nor 
changes of position-tliis is tlie business of tlic guliiiers. The morc clearly 
you point out tlic object yoti wish to attain. tlic inorc you abta in  from inter- 
fering in detnils of execution, tlic better off you wit1 bc. I h t  tlte rescrvatioil 
of part of your fire, and thc entry into actioii of this rescrve, rtiiist remaill 
absnlutcly in your Iiantls. In R word, no gun mist  quit tlic line of baltlc 
without your ordcrs, any liiorc tila11 OW of p u r  com!):iiiies.” Addresing 
next tlie gunners, tltc Geiienl says :- 

‘lGciitleiiitii, yon liave no nieniis of persoiial dcfcnec; it is a matter, 
tlierefore, a b u t  wliicli you need not coiieerii yoiiixlves, and you must draw 
froiii this incapacity to dcfeiitl yourselves, tlic resoliitioii necessary to plant 
yoiirsel\-e3 clown in tlic most crposcd sitrintions ~vr.hciicvcr tlte mfety of your 
own wople, or the clestniction of tlic cneniy, tlemnntls i t ;  iu s u d i  n asc, your 
frienas will look after you. The battle is 1111 aKair nlierc SUCCCSY is only 
pssiblc for 1 i h  wlio does not fcir death. Don’t be afraid of losing gioa ; 
those who lose guns are the nien alio reniniu iii msitioii to tlic last estreniit 
nntl sicrifice themselrcs for tlic sifety of tlic inlmtry. y o u  arc coiiipletel);: 
frce iii your manmuvres . . . . 1)uring an ofhs ivc  march you may 
ciinngc position or not, at your goodwill ant1 pleasure, and I only ninke one 
reservatioq which is that on flat qouiid you arc not more tliaii 200 yards in 
rear of the fighting line. In adv;inciiig, do not nceesarily restrict youmlree 
to a ~erpentlicnlar direction, as we fiiitl so often and wrongly recommended, 
but \mr on to  a flank it an advantageous position o 5 i m  . . . . 11-0 
siiigle i c n  siztst bc brought Ttp from fhc rcscrre to fhe ps i f io t i  uitkoiit o r d m  
from t f e  chief, and, morc ini ortaiit still, N O  single gun m u s f  bc uithdrauiijtmm 
the position to thc rcscrw. $hh i.j ono of tlie exigencies of subordination in 
battle, that is to say, the direction by a siiigle will without wliicli siiccetm 
heotues im sible. A battery which abnndoii.s the figlitiiig line without 
o r d m  is tlisiPoiioured as niucb as 3 body of infailtry daring to  do tho same. 
No pretest can justify such action. Arc your projectiles all spent, yo“ 
guns dismouiitcd, mid gunners killed-no matter, stand fast. Can you fire 
no longer-no matter. For i t  is ouly you xlio h o w  tkc cause of your 

reserw. 
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c1lforccti silciicc ; tlic cneiiiy is igormit  of it. llciii;iiii, tlicrcforc, in position 
to kccp tip tlic niornl courngc of your pcoplc, nntl inspire the ciieiiiy Kith a 
sn1iit:iry prutlciicc. 

~ l l c  Gencrnl liest ndviscs that tlie infniitry regiiiiciit should inspcct tlio 
artillcry iuatcrinl on tho grniind--csnuiiue the liarncss, a ~ i d  1iietliocl of 
lilubcring niitl unliiiibcriug, of layiiim R pu”, and firing. V’.irioas cvcrciscs 
are thcu prolmoscci to  tencli tlic mutuaTobligations of tlie two ariiis. 

111 much the siinc innnncr, and in the same familiar stmiii, Gcnenl D ~ W O -  
lllirov offers ntlrice to infiiutry acting with cal-;ilry. He begins by p1acC1g 
tllc latter a iiiile in rcnr of tlic infantry, ant1 reqiiests both arms to train 
tlleir eyes to jiitlge this clistnncc, and LO look upon i t  ns tlic prnpcr position for 
c%valry iii open ground. Tlie lace for cm 1 with a small force is, he 
tllinks, in rcnr of tlie ccntre, wit P i eyes on hot: Xiika, tliat is to  say, Oiiicers’ 
patrols rcndy to cd l  up the cm-alry if an occasion offers. Infantry, lic ndds, 
lllust ninke romi for civalry as for artillery. The iicrt pamgcipli, although 
referring solely to cavalry, is too remarkable to  be omitted. 

55. “You are aware, gentlenien tlint tho walk points of caralr - arc the 
flnnks : trx tlien to reduce, insteaci of to incrcxse, tile nniiiber of tiese. If, 
with two squadrons :ighst two, you dctacli one to outflank the cncmy, you 
will liarc foiir t l d i s  iustcad of two, and yo11 pro mtioiintcly incre;sc j-our 
cllnuce of bc iw turned in cletai1,quito apmt from tlic‘fact tliat ouce you 11at-e 
given tlic wor8yoii will fiiitl it  clifticcilt to regain control over your detach- 
iiicnt. Ucsidcs, by siicli nu act, ou C X ~ ~ ~ S C  your nie too soon. Keep, on 
tlir contrary, a11 your forces w e i  in liand, avoid K i n g  turned bx i.clielons, 
nud work round on the enemy’s flaiih \vitliont his pcrcciving it. If you 
S L I C C ~ C ~ ,  sp;ii!g upon Iiini like a cat upon its prcy, and evcrytliing \rill p 
well. Don t imnginc that you absolutcly must cLnrgc l~~miise you arc viitliin 
cliargiiig distaucc, but, on tlic contrary, givc your ciicuy rope ; lie will 
probnbly expose a flank, or niake some mistdo-then make your spring in 
*rood earnest. In R word, take the cat fnr your rnodcl-I don’t h o w  n h t t c r  
Tor tlic cavalry figlit. 111 rccoiiiinissince, on tlie other 1iniit1, act like a fly, if 
joii  arc bruslictl :i\v;ty froni tlic iiosc, buzz round tlic ear, if bruslicd away 
from thc cnr, scttlc 011 tlic torchend, &c.” 

It is then rccoiiiniciided, ns before, tlint tlie mixed tlctncliinciit should forin 
acqiiaint:iiice by iiiutunlly trnvening cncli other’s ra~iks. Aftcr this the drills 
begin, and various cscrcises arc proposed, the iiinin object bciiin to iiisure 
tti;it in cncli inovcnicnt tlie tlircc arms not only work ixdiuidna& WII, but 
work ill. coiGwicfioi i ,  niutunlly aiding niid assistiiig oiic aiiotlier. Gcneixl 
Dmgoriiirov is of opinioii tlint cavalry rcgulatious as npplicd in lwacc do not 
oblige the eye to appreciate considenble distnnccs, since tlie necessity only 
nrices d i e n  acting conjointly with iiifniitry, and that, in conscqucnce, i t  is 
intlisliclisablc bcforc attemptinn mnnmurres to point out the rcciprocil 
rclntions of the t h e e  arms witgout troubliiig oneself about a t n c t i d  iderL 
Scpnrntc esercises of camlry; lie ~ y a ,  clevclop in tlic win tlic linbit of 
relying in all tliings i i p n  itsclf, until it is b no mcans rnrc to scc cwalry 
acting on foot in prcscncc or in face of rea f N~SSCS of infantry ; in such a 
CLSC, an infantry company coiild do more good tlinn R aliole mmlry regiment. 
I n  consequence lie tlrinks that cavalry never c q r c t s  aid from tlio infantry, 
nor ttiinks mucii a b u t  giving it. 

Exainplcs are ncxt Given of R mnrcli csccutcd b n detacluncnt of thc 
tlirec a r u q  in es ctntion of an encounter. It is alvised that tlie Officers 
sliould be nssembEi &fore tlio operation, in  order tliat tlic general idex may 
be tlioroaglily impressed upon nll by the aid of erplanatioilu and map. 

Placing liiluself again in tlie position of director of the cscrcisc, General 
Dngomirov givej various piecm of advice about the execution of the p l a ~  
Among other points, he touches on mrcli-discipline : “Leaving thc rauh is 

3 T 2  

Avoid cliaiigcs of liositioi~ under 400-500 yards.:’ 
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not 3 ncccssity, but n bad Iinbit. It is c~ir io~is  tlint n soldicr cvlio will not 
drcnni of quittiiig the Inilks dnriiig tlic lotigcst stcntly tlrill, v i l l  fall out 
(luriiig 2\11 this is 
n ninttcr of Iiabit, nnd cnu tc nroitlctl. All tlicsc lialts clcstrny ortler, nlltl 
arc bad for tlic soldirr, siiicc while Iic linlts his coiiipniiy linvc I J ~ I I ~ ~ ~ , ~  
ndrnncecl 100 or 200 yartls, niid the iiinii lins to ilonble to rcjoiii tIic1n- 
notliiiig fatiyea n foot soldier likc an niieren pncc iii n ~i in i~ l i .  111 onlcr to 
piit nil ericl to this pernicious custom, I ntlvisc a linlt of from teii to tiftecll 
inintites for every Iioiir‘s iiinrcli ; you cm tlicn clcninntl that no oiic sliall I c ~ \ - ~  
tlic rniiks on tlic imrcli. Warn your ~iicii, and see to this. I t  is tlic coinp~ll,- 
Oflicers only who can niniinge this. - It is they \rho arc tlic f ~ i i i t l ~ i i i i ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~  
pivots for tlic niniiitciinnco of order. Aiiotlier bad hnbit is tlint of doiiblil1g 
up nftcr tixrcrsiiig n iinrron- defile ; if this dcp1ornl)le error is iiiatle four try 
fivc times iliiriiig a mnrcli, tlic stroiiwst nien will lmomc stragglers. Tilc 
iiiost rigorous equality of pncc must %e niniiit:iiuct~ in :L ninrcli. \~icr iever  
such n C;ISO OCCII~S as tlic 1nSSnoC of R iinrrow tlcfilc, tlic Iirntl of tlic coliinill 
should bc Iinlted, i i i  order to &e tlic rcst tinie to close up without i~icrcnsill~ 
the pncc. I ndvix tlic snnic priiiciplc to be :irloptctl iu nn nttnck tliroug]l 
cover. It may SCCN to roinc that by follo\viiig out this riictliotl tlic ninrcIl 
will bc slo\vcr. Xo doubt it will, but tlic qiicjtioii is to kiiow wlint rcsiilt 
obtniii. I t  is iiecc.isrg iii this iiinttcr to L c x  i i i  iiiintl ivlint \vc want to o h i l l ,  
aiitl nt wlint sacrifice. In tlic ninttcr of ~ii;ircIic~, it is iicccssiry to nrr iw :is 
sooti M p o ~ d d c ,  to prcservc ortlcr, niid to Iiusbniitl tlic strciigtli of tlic nicll. 
\\‘lint would Ii:ippcii if we oiil tlioiifilit of tlic qucs.tioii of spcctl, and nLa11- 
cloiiet~ tlio pncc of n league nu Lour coiisccixtcd by Fecu~nr cxpcrieiicc for ill- 
fiuitry iiinrcl~cs, niid iiicrcnscd it to G vcrstcs nii Iinur, for iiistniicc ? Wc slioiiltl 
iiiiii our IUCII, aiitl ouly ninrcli 18 vcrstcs iii tlic (lay, ~ I d c  wit11 n riinrcli of 
4 vcrstcs nn lioiir \vc cm mnrcli 26 to 30 e:isily. In tlic metliocl I ntlvise, t l ~ c  
delays coiisist, litst, in tlic linlt i f tcr  evciy liour for n qiinrtcr of aii Iiour, niid, 
secondlyy iii tlic l d t s  of tlic heads of colunins nftcr tlic pnssnw of n clcfilc. 
Let us scc lion- this will sliorteri n iiinrcli of, eny, 30 vcrstes wit% four tlciilcr, 
atluiitting that we diridc tLc niarcli liy n lotiger link iiftcr iiiarcliitig 
18 vcntes. Tlicsc 18 rerstcs will take 4; hours ; four linlts of :I c uni tc~  of 
nn Iiour cncli mnke ariotlicr liour, or, not countiiig tlic rcp~nt ioi i  t i n i  s k i  
Lftcr starting, tlircc-quarters of nn hour. Diiriiig tlic sccotid half of tlic 
iiiarcli tlic snnie linlts take half nii hour-total for a 30-rcmt iiinrcli, 1.1 lionis 
for the Iioiirly Iinlts. Tlic sacrifice, to niy Iiiiiid, is nothirig if order duriiig 
the riiarcli can be obtniiictl nt the price.” 

“NOIT, lct 11s sce’wlint clclnp n c  get b 1inltii)g thc lientl of tlic column, iii 
orcler to ablisli tile iiicvitablc tailiiix. E tlic tniliiig of a Ilnttnlioti tlirniir~~i 
n iinrron way ccliin1s its lcii-th, ttint is ta S I ~ ,  tliat iiistcxl of covcri;lg 
350 pccs, it  corcis im, it  is crew tlint uiilcss t ~ i c  1iex1 l i n ~ t a  tlic tnil iuwt 
c~oi i t~c  for 3: niitiirtes. If t i le l icnt~ 1in1tsJ t ~ i c  tail closes r i p  iii n.\ niiiiutes. 1s 
i t  rcnsoiinb~e, in order to gnin 800 pcc3, to ninkc tired iiicn cloubIo iii flit1 
~iinrcliing order 1 Ylic sick mid stragglers iiicrc:Icc pcntlg by such nctioii. IL 
is tnic tlint with n re-iiiieiit tltc delay bccoiiics 16 iiiitiutes, niid with n 
clirision nil ~ioar, but t?iis oii~y provcu th:it we sliould try ni i t~  olirintc ~ I I  
caiiscs of tniling.” 

Tlic Ociiernl tlicn uotes the importance of coiitiiiuoiis niiil ncctiixte rcports 
from the lirnd of the coluniii. ‘‘ For tlie low of God, gcutlenien, doii’t bc afraid of ninkiiig iiiiahkcs, niitl, 
a b \ - c  all, decide \vitliout Iiesitatioii. Wc are Iiere for iiistructioii-it is 
inipossible not to go w a n g  soiiictimcs, but lie who fc:m to ninkc n f:wlt will 
ncwr  lenrri. Faults liave their vnluc, siiicc they provoke esplniintions, niid 
are conscqncntly more iiistructive tIin!i corrcct ~oliitioii~.” 

General Dtxpiiiroor iicst pivcs :I ~ J I ~ C J  of ndvic? to tlic Uinl~irc-it:.C‘liiL.:. 

rn:iirli to nrrniigc his gaitcr, or for sonic otlier piirpnsc. 

L d y ,  lie s.ys :- 
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111 all reiiinrks niid advicc, qicik ns follow : ‘ \-cs, it is iiot Lid ; Lilt if 
goii lint1 tn lmi  into neeowit this ant1 tlint, p i  iiiiglit Iinvc dotic so-mil-so.’ 
Sever  my, ‘You clid qiiite i~i-oiig; d i n t  yoii clid was coittairy to coniiiioii- 
S ~ I ~ P C . ’  IVitlt tIic first IiistIiod, OIIiccrs get to like the Iiusiticss, atir~, little by 
1ittI.q gct as kccii ns possible ; \vi.ith tlic sccoiid iiictliod, tlicy go about tlicir 
Lusiiic.:s iii :L 1i:ilf-licnrtcd way, secretly clctcstiiig the wliolc’ afbir, siiicc a t  
cncli nionicnt they espcct disngrernble coiiseqiirnccs.” 

‘I This iiictltotl, skilfiilly eiiiployctl, in:ikes lieoplc very fond of tnctical 
cscrciscs. ICvcrymc lullst uiidcrjtnntl tliat thcsc o1)scrratioii.s nrc oi~Iy in 
pcazoii diiriiig nii ncmlemiml diicusiioii : that oii the groiind iio tliscussioii is 
1i0.4ble : lterc tlierc is oiily oiic law, ‘Obey itty bntl iiiyhntioii, not’ your 

Tlic iiest 1imcticd escrcisc rcconimcndcd rcfcn to scald orders. 
A coluiiiti ninrclics : its comninnder rrceivcs scaled ordcw, wlticli are only 

to IIC opctid wlicn tlic coliiiiiii renclies n iinmcd Iwiiit. Tliis order, for 
instance, savs that sonic britlgc oil the line of ~iinrcli is brokeii, atid tleniaiids 
\\.lint dislm-itioiis tlic conini:iiidcr will make. Otlicr cominiinicitioiis of tlie 
snttie iiature state that various uiiplc.xant things have lia )piicd, aiitl ask 
siiiii~;irly wlint (lispsitinns tlic conininnder of tlie column will make. 

Oii tho siiljcct of itinrclies of several coIuiiiii.s, tlie. iniportniico of reports, 
s!ntittg tltc psitioris of the coliitnii during the iiiarcli, is fiilly Lroiiyltt out. 

“1 nlso Leg of you, gcutlcinctt, to rcturiukr tbn siyiiig of Jlcrrclc lo  lltc 
cu>i>ion.’ This is obligatory ~i)ioii the chief of cwr)’ coliiniii, iiiilcss cii&?getl 
in soiiic sliccin~ iiiissioii, but I t  is ob~igntory iii n jutlicioua :iiitl iiitclligciit 
sciiec. If ;I dctncliiiicut is iiinrcliiitg iii tlircc coluiiitis, niid thc battle bcgiiis 
on tlic left, iiiust tlic cciitrc coliiiiiii :it once mnrcli to  the c~iiiioii 1 X o  ; 
Lcciuse this woiiltl con1 iletely isolate the riglit coliiinii nnd espoic it  to tho 
risk of being bc:itcii iii detail. . . .  o ow ever niuc~i  oiie niny be aiiiiiintcd 
witli :L siiiccic tlcsirc to t1:uli off to tlic nit1 of a coittmdc, one ninst not 
:ib:iitdoii oiic’s tlirtxtioib linstily. If m e  does this tlic sliglltcst ‘arlvniicecl 
guard skirmish will ~ I W C  ;L cliangc of dircctioii, niitl iu the ciid exlaitst 
lncll.:’ 

Spcakiiig iicrt of tlie “geiie1a1 idens” of inniimuvreq General Dmgoinirov 
offers sonic very soiiiid atlvicc. 

so. llSiiiiplicityl iii tlic gciienl iclen, is dciiiauded for tlic sake of the 
troops nu11 for tlie iiioml hygiene of the leaders. A man who is accustomcd 
in ~ ~ c n c c  to coiisidcr complic:itetl ntid subtle coiiiliitatioits as the Lest, will also 
be temptctl in anr to prefer tlieiii to  siniple plans. This is n iiiost clnnwrous 
tendcttcy,for in war aittl in 1JRttlC a11 is clone simply, niid coniplicntetl sc?temes 
geiicrnlly breed failure. It is oiily iinturnl tlint it sliould Lc so, for tLc more 
corii1)lic~tc.d n p h i  the grentcr the probnbility of someonc or otlicr runkiitg 
a ~iistakr a h i i t  it, niitl uiiniiiriiity of nctioii vnnis1ic.s. Tlic csecutioii of a 
coiiiplirxtctl ylaii is ~inrticiilnrly csposcd, by its very coiiiplimtioit, to tlir 
t ln i ige i~  of t ic uiiforesccn. The tendency to coniplicntcd plniis slio\vs an 
;iLscnce of real jiidgniciit in n nim, since i t  proves tlint lie espccts succcss 
froni his coiiipliaitctl colwbiiin!ions, niicl yet aiiccess depiitla wholly cipoii two 
coiitlitioiis. nnincly, the resolutioii of the troops to s.~cri~icc tlicmsclves, ant1 
the clcar idea t h y  have p i n e d  of the nislies of their leadcr.” 

It is recoiitiiteiitlctl that all chiefs, down to corup9ny aud squadron leadem, 
should bo cdlcd together atid ninde to relienrsc, 011 n ~ m n l l  sale, the general 
iden l i ropcd ,  so ,as to tlierougltly iitsurc un:iiiimity aid a correct aplireciatic~ii 
1.f tlic niaiimuvrc. These clticfs liavc tlicii to explain tlic plan to tlic uon- 
.conimissioncd officers, and tlie latter to the men, since it is oiily possible to 
execate well what is well iititlcistood, and the Inbit of explaiiiiitg aii impelid- 
i i iR inaiimuvrc iicccsitntes Iicncticc. 

‘furiiiiig next to manmuvrcs in gcncnl, i t  is laid down that these should 

gOM1 OIIC.’ 
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ainl a t  iiiciilcntiiig soilnil ~ i a ~ i t s  nud not a t  ercntiiig n Lilitnry paiiornllln- 
( 4  TIlcrc can be no question of victory nor of clefeat ; where tlierc lins Lecll 
110 coiitcst there cnii bc no victorics.” 
90. ‘(The first thing that the chief of n detachment sliould do is to pass 

~ ~ O U F  the ranks arid rcccive from thc troops tlic Iioiioiirs cliic to liis gratlc 
this IS nccessnry in order that every nian niay sec wlio is the chief.” 

97. “Onierlics must bc chosen from tlic troops, SO tliat the cliicf nIay 
cliangc his mition as little .as posible during an affair : this is oiie of tllc 
tundamcnd conditions for maintaining union of action.” 

102. “ During nianmuvres artillcry mid iii?:intry nirist never fire on the OK- 
clinnce : sliells nud bullets must bc husbn~dcd. Infantry i nu st h a r  iii nliud 
that vollcys bcyond 300 or 400 pacej arc so much shooting into thc lJllle, ant1 
that it is only in tlie pursuit tliat rolleys may Ite fired up to GOO pnccs. No 
soldier mnst fire n round without calculating tlie distniicc, ixising the sigllt, 
ant1 taking mreful aim.” 

106. “ l n  battalion exerciscs i t  is as well to know all tliat is o i i i ~ o 1 1 ~  
mile o~ on tlic flanks: in  regimental exercises tliis will lx 2 rnifes : If 
act like this there will bc no surprises.” 

107. “It is foolish and uiireasoiiablc to  gct iii n fluster, because of n turn- 
ing niovciueiit. It is not the turning movement tliat is to bc fcnrcd, but tllc 
surprisc, and this Gin bc looked to, first by flankers, and r e s t  by nnkiilg 8 
careful estimate of the enemy’s uiinibers.” 

108. “To be Iicver too early mid i ic~cr  too late is n great qunlity, but it is 
particularly iniportant iu tliosc \die disposc of tlie wcll-LuSng of ~ i ~ i ~ l y  
tliousmds of men. This quality is n professioiinl duty for chiefs to  acquire, 
and can be only learnt by accustoming oiicself to eract punctualitly.” 

After advising Officers to take noto of tlie nplwnniice, onlcr of battle, 3lld 
probible i i u n i h ~  of an opImirig force, the General sap  :- 

120. (‘It may sccui that, sincc thc strength of each side i3 kiiowii, therc is 
110 need for making calculations. Brit, on tlic contram, oiic G ~ I I  only Icwii 
with tlic data before one, ancl what is necessnry to be able to appreciatc, isiict 
the ConiIiositioii and strength of tlic ciicuiy’s forces, Lilt tlic iriiIiressioii wliicli 
troops of n given cffcctivc strengJli producc upon thc cye. I t  is only Ly 
takiiig tlic troublc to analyze this impression that one acquircs the faciilty of 
solving the opposite probleni when i t  presents itself, namely, of estini:itiii,n 
the streiigtli of n force by tlic inilircssioii produced upon the eye, as wcll ,u 
tlic iiiteutions of thc cuciiiy by the groupiiig of his forces. Tlic Inttcr data 
can only be learnt by coiistniit nud pcrscvcring practice.” 

Tile Geiierd liest discusses alarms, falac and rcd, arid s m k s  of tlic ucctl 
for calmness instend ef aqitatioii : among other picccs of airice, lie proposer 
tliat tlie ~ U A I C  soiiiiiI of the “Alert sIiouItI not be a sudtlen blast, of a iiature 
to  excite men’s niinds, but sometliiiig of :i sootliirig nature. 

On tlic subject of night marclies thcrc arc a few rciunrks tleserviiig of 
attention. 

12-1. ‘(On tlic offensive, night marches ennblc one to  approach n foe in 
secret : during n rctrcat they allow one to retire at leisure : niglit nctione 
Impmc oil an cnctuy by the surprise tlicy miisc ; tlicy dcprive liini of the 
possibilit of judging of thc nunicricnl streiiStli of tlic attacking force, aiid 
entircly Se, *troy the etticncy of his fire. This is the reason why great tliiiins 
cnii be done by night with n Iiandful of men, nntl why tlie practice of niarci- 
iiig and acting by iiiglit will gain. in iiiijmrtnnce as fireornis beconie iiiorc 
pcrfcctcd. But night marches arc Iiamidous : i t  is easy to lose oiic’s way and 
.mistake friends for enemies :‘the sniallest obstacle bcconies ail i rnpsnble  
Inrrier, since tlic iiiLq+iatioii is ensily escitcb For this renson it IS intlis- 
pensdile to rnctisc night marclics, so that incn iiiay learn by enperieliec the 
-diflicultics or tlic operation, and get accustomed to oi-cTcoIric tlieni quietly 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
Su

ss
ex

 L
ib

ra
ry

] 
at

 0
9:

28
 1

8 
Ja

nu
ar

y 
20

15
 



RUSSIAN ISFASTRY TACTICS. 090 
witlioiit losing their lieads 111 this matter Llic niost tletnilccl prcscriptiolls 
are usclcs-5 witlioat p-nctice. It is :dvi.~?blc for each iiiiit, bcgiiiiling wit11 
tlic smallest, to practisc tlih kind of mnrcli niiiiunlly, and tlieii later 011, ifi 
concert with tlic other arnis, up to tlie largest units.” 

Tlic following slioiild b p r t  of tlic onliiiary routinc iii iiiglit iiinrclla :- 
(1.) JIen sliould be left at a11 cross-roads, to  y i n t  out the road take11 by 

tllc lieail of tlic columii. Each larger unit takcs orward the party left by tile 
preceding coltinm, niitl d r o p  one in turn. Chiefs of iiiiits must liiion- cxact?y 
the onler of riinrcli of the coliinin, and of otlicr eoliimiirr riglit ant1 left.’ 

(f.) Men iiiust Lc tlioroiiglily tauglit b iucilns of repeated verbal esplnnn- 
tipiis, arid tlien by trnps lnitl  for them, t$nt i t  is a criiiiinal actioii to fire a t  
night, not only tliiriiig a mnrcli but also i i i  an action ; wlintcrer I iapp11~ tllc 
inarch must be Eileiitly cirrictl out straight to tlic froiit, ant1 if the encrliy is 
cncoiintcrcd, only the La onet must bc uscd. 

I n  atlditioil 
to the regulation clistnnccsbtwceii battnlions, some 10 1):tccs clistniice betneeell 
compnriies sliould Lc kept, 60 tlint a11 uiicxpcctcd dicck in front niay not bc 
felt too suddeuly tliroiigliont the columii. 

‘“l‘lic service of sccurity durinaa mnrcli is cirrietl on by parties a t  110 p a t  
distniice, and solely on the roads ; the parties are alwys  coiriliosctl of scvcral 
mcii. When tlie nttnck begins the gciieid dircctioii sliould bc ortlercd townrtls 
Eoiiic tlistiiict object, if such cnists. In coiiscqucncc, i t  is advisablc to avoid 
iitcli-dark iiiglits, whilst it  is also advisible :on Clem iiiglits to approach Iiy 

Iceping in tlie vallelys:’ 
“III ail attncli carn~rynnc~ ar t i~~erys i iou~c~ h nt t l k  tail of tlic coliiiiin ; iii n. 

retreat they slioultl be at the head. In nriaugiug for ail attack i t  is Ixst, 
wlieii circumstances allo\v it, to regulate tlic marell so M to fall oii the ci ic iq 
-ust h forc  dmu. If oiily siiiall uumbetx nix? avai1al)le for the attack, it is 
Lest to  fall iipoii tlie eucniy in the mi t~ t l~e  of tlic iiiglit:’ 

“A11 this :idvice, lio\revcr, is wortlilere witliout tlic iinbit of. iuarchiiig at  
ninlit, niid tlicrcforc lily ntlvicc is pixctisc ! pinctisc I practise 1” 

cl’lic I u t  rccommeiidatioiu iveii by Geiieral Dngoniirov refer to a special 
nature of training origiiiatc<l t y  tlie ~ e i i e r a ~  ~iiriise~f. 

146. “Tlie present work would be iiicouiplcte without n few words on Iiow 
to  train men to stand fire, but the system I advise a n  only be a plied by 
p r m h i o u  of the autlioritics. It is incontestably easier to t e x t  men to  
tire than to keep command over tliemsclvcs uiidcr fire. It is iiecesiry, tlicre- 
fore, tlint nien eliould acquire the habit of facing danger iiiifli~~cliiiigly. This 
can be clonc as o~lows :-A mnn stnnds iii froiit of a caiiynrt target ; a good shot 

four roiinds into the t q c t  riglit aiid left of the mnn stniitlirig in front of it. 
This crercisc sliould bc proposccl as n volriiitnry giiiiie of h l t l i i e ~ ,  niitl must 
iiot b condiclercd an obligatory test.” 

“The aiinii:il prncticc of artillery ciu be utilized by making infantry nnd 
cavalr~clrill in the zone htwecn the httcricsand tlie targetsj taking care, of 
couwc, tlint the projcctilcs fl Tlie 
snnic system can IJe a n i d  out by two opposing artilleries, cacli firing at 
tarqcts lxyoiid tlic otlier.” 

Iliis ropmd raised aii oiitcry agaiiist tlic Gcncral wlicii lie bcgan it by 
1inviun [is owti sillioiicttc iicatly executed upon n. target duriiig liis commarid 
of n crivisioii bcforc t ~ i c  last war. ~ ~ i e  fact is that tliis IiroIiosi1, altliougk 
tlieorctically excellent, cannot lie curid out oii n Iargc s d e  without acci- 
dents, :uid that the foirc of IiuLlic oi)iuioii, cvcii iii Itusia, woulil oblige tlie 
nbalidoiimcut of such a practice after the first misliap. 

(3.1 perfect silence a n i n o  smoking mnst kcome a matter of routine. 
(1.) The most riqorous onler must Lc kept in each corn~any. 

with pleiity o f nen-e shoots from n rest 50 yards distant, and fires tlircc or 

so far overliead that there is no danger. 
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1000 RUSSXAS ISH.\STRY TACTICS. 

Siicli tlicii arc tlic teacliiiigs of tlic Itussian iiational sclinol : ably c ~ p o ~ ~ ~ ~ j ~ ~ ~  
Ity this arigiiial aud cnergctic writer, they coiitaiu advicc ou alllost tilc 
mlioIe duty of tlic soldier ; they are reniarknble for clenriicrr and ~Ol,lmoll 
6C]l jC, niicl they appeal -directly to tho bcst seiitiriieiits of tllc ~lunlal, 
lieart. 

General Dr:igouiirov forszkcs the beatcri paths of Gcrriini~ lllilitary 
,cdniitry, aiitl kikee m:iiuly into :iccoutit the first iiistriiriieiit of l ~ ~ t t ~ ~ - n l a l , ~  

\Ie stciciies ~iriiiiaii nature, the motires tliat sriav men's iiiiiic~s, tlic weak 
strong points of the Russian cliaracter, and, alter strcngtliciiirig the lllonl 
fibre of tlic indiriclunl soldier, attempts to  establisli on a 611rO foliildation a 
truly natioiinl school of tactics. Bo 
worthily rcprcscnts, prencli a bliiicl obcdieiicc to cold steel or niitiqunted 
iiiet1ids of attack in Iieavy coluiiiiis ; on tlie other Iiantl, they cliiig tens. 
ciously to tactics of dccisioii, and by idealiziilg tho bayoiiet, IJJ- traiiiiilg nlell 
practicnlly to wicltl it  wit11 rigour, ant1 by inq~ressiiig up011 tlie~ii the convie. 
tioil tlint at close quartem nothing ciu stand before tliem, they so far to 
shorten and abridge the initial st;igcs of an infnntr n!tnck, n ~ i d  hurry Incll 
forward to that crisis of the athir in nliicli they in\c a l t v q x  becii taugl,t 
tliat they arc inviiiciblc. 

It must be repeated that to tIii3 scliool tlic bqonet  is not a god but all 
eniblem : nil out\vard nnd vis i lh  sign of that vigour nntl ciiergy inqxirtctl lo 
his troolis by the ini1ietuous S o u v o r o ~  ; thnt tlic liiics of thought niid nctioll 
adopted el0 not iicccss~rily iiupose 11ea~y coliiiiiii~, a ~ i d  t h t  the Iiccessitiej 
irnpsecl by mdcrri iufaiitry fire arc fully u~idc~stood. 

It 1 1 s  been a great misfortiiiie that cvcr siiicc tlie war of 18iO-71, IiotIiiiip" 
11s h c l i  acceptable to the military world, dietlier iii orgmiizition, in drill, 
in tactics, or even iii tliouglit, uiilcss clael iii Gcruiaii garb, aud bcnriiy tlic 
c&ct of Geriiiaii origin. If this be tlie usunl rcsult of silcccssful war, tlicli 
victory briiigs with i t  a far wider cqniisc of conquered territory a i d  
subjczt ~iationalities than are trdtlcn uiider heel by the coriqiici-in,n bath- 
lioiij But i t  is time to  ask, Is German orpiiz1tioli suited to our socicll, 
political, and geograpliical position 1 Is the Ocruiau gallcy slnrc drjll of R 
iiatu+rc to Lc appccciatcd by a voluntccr arnyl Arc Gcrinnn tlieorics con- 
ccriiiiig tactics Iiccesj.vily infallible Itemuse they are Gerniari ? Arc the liim 
of German tlioiiglit, clo,niuaticilly expounded in the dull monotoily of the 
Eirgerjcliule, followed up in the universities, aud carried out in tlie army 
suited to a nntioii witli tlie iiiestiina~lc advnutage of a nicntnl :ind pliysicii 
tmiiiiii: far uiorc cipable of combiuiiig in its greatest inen the best habits of 
tliouglit niid actiou 1 

Certninly it is equally futile to take Dragomiroob teacliin and apply i t  
literally, since the ~vliole nature, education, nncl surrouiicliiigs o ti our men a i d  
tlie Russians nrc widely different. Biit Dngoniirov's writinns are refreshing 
to tliosc wlio liarc long groaned in  tlio tymuiiy of G e r n i a n ~ o i ~ t l ~ ,  aritl Iiarc 
rcfuscd to h w  tlie knee before the Ocrinan fetish, since tliey airii a t  re ilaci~ig 
this uncongenial religion by n national propqplda fouiidcd on ttie tCst 
instincts nntl traditions of o great army. No one murc than General 
1)mgomirov himself rronld probably nckriowledne the escclleiit qtinlitics of 
the Gerninn Arniy, its tliorougliness, rcninrknbfe 0rgaiii7~~tio11, and s Icndid 
vitality; but an attempt to engrdt  Gcruiaii military custoiils, \vay$ an x mcm3 
upon another Intioiiality ditferitig in  a11 coiditioiis of cxistcncc, $little less 
titali D crime, since i t  acknowledges that this nationality has o barren IhUt, 
a hopeless present, and a future without issue. 
Thc Russian school prcnclics above all else the 'natioiial ide? iii Iai~guage 

, coinprelieiisible to thc kumblcst soldier ; i t  treats with coiiteIupt the tloctriiic 
of forms, distances, and inter\-nl3, so dear to sowc tacticiaus. To tliosc 
whose whole soiil is absorbed in contemplation of distnncea and i n t e n d s  

Nor tloes Dr:igouirov, or the scliool 
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