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Babylonian. Good. We compare the two. The

resemblances are unmistakable. The source of

both is alike. But the difference is immeasur-

able. Take the narrative of the making of the

gods. Treimat is the Hebrew t~~Irom, the ‘deep’
of Gn i 2. So we read-

When the heaven above was not yet named,
And the land beneath yet bare no namc,-

(While) the abyss, the prim;eval, their begetter.
11’Iummu-tiamat, the mother of them all,
Streamed with their waters commingled together,
When no field had yet been formed, no marsh-reed was yet

to be seen,- <

When of the gods still none had come forth,
No name had yet been named, no destiny yet fixed, <
Then were born the gods [altogether ? ],
Lachmu and Lachamu came forth, .

Long ages passcd,
Anshar and Kishar were born ;
Long were the days,
The gods Anu, [Inlil (i.c. Bel), and Ea were born].

That is the Babylonian ; this is the Hebrew-

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

As mere literature, you say, the Hebrew is the

better. It is terser, grander. But what is it as

righteousness ? You may demand millenniums be-

fore Then were born the gods altogether’ became
’ In the beginning God.’ You are probably right
to demand millenniums. For that is the way God

works. But it is God-that is the point. In the

Hebrew narrative of the Creation there is that

divine spark which we call life, and we know that
in God is life. The Babylonian narratives never
would have formed the sentence ’ In the beginning
God created.’ For they had not the vital spark.
The uniqueness of the Bible lies in that. And

Archaeology has come just at the right moment to
show us that.

Henry Barclay Swete.
BY THE REV. J. H. SRAWLEY, M.A., SELWYN COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE.

THE subject of the present sketch occupies the
chair of the Regius Professorship of Divinity at
Cambridge. Dr. Swete is a biblical scholar and

theologian of whom any university might well be
proud. The extensive range of his biblical and

patristic studies, his careful and exact scholarship,
and the variety of his work have given him an
eminent place among the scholars of to-day, and
have secured for him the attention and respect of
his fellow-labourers in the same fields of study.

It is not the purpose, however, of the writer of
this sketch to attempt to appraise the merits of
Dr. Swete. That is beyond his powers. To
estimate the value of the work of any living man
must always be a difficult and delicate task. Nor
is it the writer’s intention, however much personal
indebtedness might induce him, to attempt any-
thing in the way of a public eulogy, knowing how
distasteful to the subject of this sketch anything of
the kind would be. Accordingly, the present article
will be confined as far as possible to illustrating

the services which Dr. Swete has rendered to

biblical and theological learning, by some account
of his work, together with such personal details of
his life as are likely to interest the reader.

Born in r 5~5, Henry Barclay Swete was educated
at King’s College, London, and Gonville and Caius
College, Cambridge, of which latter foundation he
was a scholar. Among his university distinctions

may be mentioned the Carus Prize in Is5 and
the Members’ Prize in iSS~. In iSSS he graduated
with First Class Honours in the Classical Tripos,
and shortly afterwards was elected a Fellow of his
College. For some years he was engaged in

pastoral work, holding successively the curacies of
Blagdon and All Saints’, Cambridge. From

iS6~-77 he was occupied with College work as
dean, tutor, and theological lecturer at his own

college. It was during this period that his first

great piece of theological work was done. This
consisted of two essays on the history of the

doctrine of the Holy Spirit, published in 1873 and
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1876. From 1877-90 he held the college living
of Ashdon, a small country village in Essex.

It will thus be seen that from the conclusion of
his undergraduate days to the time of his recall to
Cambridge in 1890 to occupy the professorship
which he now holds, Dr. Swete has led a com- /
paratively quiet and uneventful life. Over twenty 

Iyears have been spent in pastoral work, and /
thirteen of these in a country village. During a I

portion of this time, however, from 1882-90, he Ifulfilled the duties of Professor of Pastoral Theology /at King’s College, London, of which he was I
elected a Fellow in 189 r. But the retirement of i
an English country parsonage, in this case as in I
so many others, has been productive of good
results to the cause of scholarship and learning, I
and if circumstances have conspired with Dr.
Swete’s natural shrinking from a life of publicity to
give him sufficient leisure for study and literary
work, the world of scholarship at least has good
cause for gratitude. The somewhat uneventful

course of these years was broken, however,
by occasional travel, generally in search of health,
including a visit to Egypt and Palestine in

r86S-69, and to Asia Minor, Turkey, and Greece
in 1888. More recently, in 1894, a similar cause
led to an interesting visit to North Africa.

Dr. Swete is an indefatigable worker, as is
evidenced by the amount of work which he has
already produced. During his residence at Ash-
don he published the two volumes of his critical
edition of the commentaries of Theodore of ,

Mopsuestia upon the Minor Epistles of St. Paul,
including the Latin version and Greek fragments.
Tie work is prefaced by a lengthy introduction, in
whr.h are discussed the text and history of the
Lati) translation, the exegetical value of the

commentaries and their relation to other ancient
commentaries and, lastly, the doctrinal system of
Theodore A few years later, in 1887, Dr. Swete
made a lirther contribution to the study of this
extremely interesting Father in his article on ,

Theodore in Smith’s Dictionary of Christian

Bio~;yaphy. The whole of this work forms a solid
contribution o patristic learning and a valuable aid
to the studenbf the exegesis of St. Paul’s Epistles.

Within the sme period falls a still more valuable
contribution tothe same Dictionary, the article <

upon the Persol and Work of the Holy Spirit,
which appeared i, 1882 and embodied the results
of his earlier studio The history of the doctrine

of the Holy Spirit is a subject which Dr. Swete
has made quite his own, and it is not too much

to say of this article that it has become the

locus classicus for students of the history of this

portion of Christian doctrine. Quite recently Dr.
Swete has made a further contribution to the

subject by an article in the new Dictionary of
the Bible edited by Dr. Hastings, in which he

deals with the revelation of the Holy Spirit in the
Old and New Testaments and the Apocrypha.

During the same period Dr. Swete began his
work, of which we shall have to speak more fully
later on, of editing a new edition of the Septuagint,
the first volume of which was produced in 1887.
We have as yet said nothing of Dr. Swete’s

connexion with other scholars. In addition to the

privilege of occasional intercourse with Bishops
Lightfoot and ~Vestcott, the friendship of Dr.

Hort, and subsequently the association with him in

theological work at Cambridge, have been especially
fruitful to the cause of scholarship, and have

further helped to identify Dr. Swete with the

traditions and ideas of the Cambridge school of
biblical criticism. It was especially to Dr. Hort’s
help and counsel that much of the plan and work-

ing out of the manual edition of the Cambridge
Septuagint were due.

In 1890 Dr. ZVestcott, the Regius Professor of
Divinity at Cambridge, was consecrated Bishop of
Durham, and Dr. Swete was appointed to succeed
him in his professorial work at Cambridge.
Hitherto his theological studies had been pursued
amid other duties, but this new sphere enabled
him to throw himself exclusively into theological
teaching and work. The nine years which have

elapsed since his appointment have been years of
untiring work, though hampered at times by
indifferent health. In addition to his professorial
lectures, including courses on subjects connected
with New Testament exegesis, Christian doctrine,
and Church history, Dr. Swete has increasingly
devoted himself to the task of arousing among
younger Cambridge men an interest in biblical

and theological studies, and stimulating them to

original work and research. Those who have

been privileged to study under his direction will
not lightly forget his sympathetic and kindly manner,
his readiness to devote time and trouble to aid

those who seek his counsel, and still more his
wide knowledge of the vast field of English and
foreign theological literature. ,
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But more especially has this new sphere of

work set him free for literary labours. Since i 8go
his productions have been numerous, and have

attracted in an increasing degree the attention

of scholars. In 1892 Trinity College, Dublin,
recognised his work by conferring upon him the
honorary degree of Litt. D.
We may select three of his productions as

representative of the variety and quality of Dr. /
Swete’s work. The first is the manual edition of ’~

the Septuagint. The history of this is given in

the introduction to the first volume, which ap- <

peared in 1887. The work arose out of a scheme I
suggested to the Syndics of the University Press
by Dr. Scrivener in 1875. The plan as finally 

&dquo;

adopted by the Committee included the preparation
of two editions, based mainly upon the Vatican n~IS. :
The smaller edition, for which Dr. Swete has i
been responsible, was intended to prepare the way Ifor a larger edition, which is now occupying the
labours of two Cambridge scholars, and which will
include an extensive apparatus crz’tz’cus with Prole-
gomena. This smaller edition gives at the foot I
of the text the variations of a few of the most

important uncial MSS, while appendices at the
end of each volume present minor variations.
The second volume appeared in 1891, and was
followed in 1894 by a third, in which Dr. Swete
received the assistance of two younger Cambridge
scholars. It is easy to see how much the labours
of the scholars who are engaged upon the larger
edition have been lightened by this extensive

piece of work, and the fact that it represents only
one side of the literary activity of its editor, during
the years of its progress, is a testimony to the
variety of his interests and his productive power.
A small book, published in 1894, illustrates an- Iother side of Dr. Swete’s work. It bears the title i

The Apostles’ Creed ill Relation to Primitive

Christianity, and contains a criticism of Dr.
Harnack’s theories upon the Apostles’ Creed,
which had recently been made accessible to the
English public in an article by Mrs. Humphry
Ward in the Nineteenth Cerztnr3~ for July t 893.
This book illustrates in a conspicuous manner
some of the best features of Dr. Swete’s work.
The scholarship is careful and exact, the doctrinal
inferences are drawn in a clear and convincing
manner, and above all there is a crisp, light touch
about the style, which is one of the features of all
Dr. Swete’s literary work. 

’

A third work, which only appeared in the
autumn of last year, reveals Dr. Swete in yet
another aspect, as a biblical commentator. By
his recent edition of St. Mark’s Gospel he has
laid biblical students under a fresh debt of grati-
tude. Hitherto there has been no adequate work
dealing with this Gospel, which probably repre-
sents the most primitive tradition of the Lord’s
earthly life. Dr. Swete’s new book is an instal-

ment towards the supply of this deficiency. That

it is an instalment only is implied in the preface
to the book, in which the author expresses the

hope that it may be possible for him to deal in

a subsequent volume with some of the larger
questions with regard to St. Nlark’s Gospel which
still await further investigation. But within the

limits of the present work he has given to scholars,
meanwhile, a careful exegesis of the text of the

Gospel. As a commentator the author exhibits
the same precise and careful scholarship, and the
same neatness of style, as characterize his other
work. He treats in a broad and liberal spirit
questions of criticism, he brings to bear upon the
interpretation of the text .an extensive knowledge
of the comments of patristic writers, and above all

his treatment is reverent, and lends itself to the

purposes of devotional study. The hasty reader
will not always find a ready-made answer to his

inquiries. The author has written for the better
sort of students, and for them his commentary
will often be found to suggest fresh ideas upon /
familiar passages.

There are, in conclusion, two fields of work iu
which we may with some confidence hope for
further contributions in the future from Dr.

Swete’s pen. The first is, as we have sail, a

treatment of some of the questions arising iut of
St. Mark’s Gospel. The second is the resumption
of his earlier studies upon the doctrine of the

Holy Spirit. But he has already mrre than

deserved our gratitude by the varied anc’extensive
services which he has rendered to bblical and
theological studies.

Besides occasional articles and pmphlets, the
following is a list of Dr. Swete’s nyre important
works :-

1873.-On the Early History q the Doctrine of
the Holy Spirit.

I875.-Theodorus Lascarr’s ~rrr’ou, De Proces-
sio1le Spiritus Sancti Oratio Ap-ogetica.

iS76.-O~z the History of he Doctrine of the
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Procession of the Holy Spirit, from the A~ostolic Age
to the Death of Charlemagne.

W8o-8~.-Theodo~e nfMopszaestia’s Commentary
ort the Epistles of St. Paul.

i8Sa-S7.-rlrticles upon the Holy Spirit’ and
’Theodore of Mopsuestia,’ in Smith’s Dictionary
of Cliristieziz Biograph)’.

1887-94.-The Old Tesfantent in Greek. 2nd

ed., 1895-98.
i89~.-Akhmim Fragntent of the Gospel of Peter.
1894.-Tlze Apostles’ Creed irz Relation to Primi-

tive Christia7iity.

I895.-Faith in Relation to Creed, Tlzought, and
Life.

I896.-Churcll Services and Service Books be.fore
the Reformation.

i8~7.-‘ The O:cyrhynchus Fragment’: a Lecture
delivered at Cambi·idge, in THE EYPOSI1’ORY

TUIEs, September.
I898.-The GosPel accordillg to St. tYlarl: the

Greek Text, with Introduction, Notes, and

Indices.

I899.-Art. ’HOLY SPIRIT,’ in Ilastiiz,,s’ Die-
tionary of the Biblc. 

’

Professor julicher on the Parables of Jesus.1
BY THE REV. DAVID EATON, M.A., GLASGOW.

1 His is the second part of a work on the Yarables,
on which Professor Jiilicher has been engaged for
many years. The first part, which was published
eleven years ago, and of which a second edition is

promised, treated mainly of general principles ; in
the second part we have the detailed exposition in
accordance with these principles. It is neither
I 
a book to be read in the Christian family nor a

practical intepretation of the Parables, but simply
a scientific commentary on all the parabolic
sections of the synoptic Gospels.’ The author’s
aim is to ascertain, in the case of each of these
sections, how the evangelist or evangelists under-
stood it; in the numerous instances where we

have several recensions of the same saying or
discourse, to state the differences with precision,
and, when possible, to explain their origin ; and,
last of all, to find out what our Saviour really said
and taught. He does not attempt a reconstruc-
tion of a Hebrew or Aramaic original form of our
Lord’s sayings; he is satisfied if he can in some

measure ascertain the thoughts and moods of

Jesus.
As indicated in the title, Dr. Jiilicher confines <

himself to the synoptic Gospels. He divides his

treatise into three sections : section 2 treating of
the Parables strictly so called, and section 3 of
i example-narratives ’ (the compassionate Samari-

tan ; the Pharisee and the Publican; the Foolish

Rich Man; the Rich Man and Lazarus). In section

i, which extends to over z5o pages, he deals with

our Lord’s similes (the fig tree as a harbinger;
the servant, who is bound to be always at work;
the playing children ; the blind as a leader of the
blind ; real defilement; the salt; the lamp on the
stand; the city set on a hill ; the eye as the

light of the body; serving two masters; the tree
and its fruits ; the physician and the sick ; the old
garment, the old skins, and the old wine, etc.

etc.).
As the result of his many years study of the

subject, Professor Julicher has produced a work
of very great value. It is not only a great com-
mentary on the Parables, but also an important
contribution to the understanding of the mind of
Jesus. It may safely be pronounced one of the
best scientific commentaries of recent years on any
part of the New Testament.

It is characterized from first to last by great
thoroughness and fulness. Nothing seems to have
been overlooked that could in any way be con-
sidered essential to such a work. BVe have some-

times the feeling that in discussing the meaning of
words, the grammar, etc., it is too full; but the
learned author has always arranged his material in
a very lucid and sometimes even vivid manner.

1 Die Gleichnisreden Jesu. Von D. Adolf J&uuml;licher,
Professor der Theologie in Marburg. Zweiter Theil.

Auslegung der Gleichnisreden der drei ersten Evangelien.
Freiburg i. B., Leipzig und T&uuml;bingen: Verlag von J. C. B.
Mohr; London and Edinburgh: Williams & Norgate,
I899. 8vo, pp. viii, 643. Price M. I2.80.
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