
SX\’LI.--Oit llie Birds ohserved iiz Ih.e KIJ~U l’etaiiisii/u, 
Hussinn Lapland. Uy I I A R R Y  V. \ \ ’ ITHEKIN,  F.Z.S. 

WITH thc intention of crossing Russian Laplarid mid i i i -  

yestigating the avifaiiria of the district, rtiy frieiitl Mr. A. E. 
Ilamcrtoii antl I set out froin England on Juuc 3rd, lW!). 

On our arriv:il :it Vartlii oil J u u e  14tIi, we found that the 
scason was the latest w i t h i n  the nicmory of thc oldest i t i -  

habitant of that town ; and i n  coiisqueiice wc  had to wait 
several days bcfore a Russian steamer arrived to take us 011 

to Archaiigcl. hiring this cnforccct delay we made a sniall 
collection of birds in the ticiglibourhood of Vardii. Juric 
1‘3th was spent at Petsclicnga, arid i t  was not uiitil we had 
returned home that we found that the Messrs. Pearsoii 
1 ad been i r i  the saiiic placc five days bcfore 11s (see ]his, 
18!)0, p. 522). IJikc Air. l’~wso11, we fouiitl the snow here 
u aist-deep and tlic bare patches round tlic village alive w i t h  
birds. A s  Mr. Pearson lihs already trcated fiilly of the birds 
of this district, I uccd only say that tlic \\’ood-Saiidpiper, 
which does not appear i n  his list, was wry plcntiful here on 
Jiiiie 19th. We a l ~ o  found half-finished ricsts of’ the Hed- 
throated Pipit a i i d  thc h 1 ) h i i d  Uuntiiig, although the few 
small pritclics of grouiid h r c  of snow were piwtic:iIly under 
water j Tcniii1irick’s Stints also were pairiiig. 

\Ye left Petschciiga on J u n e  20tli, in  a ltussiaii steanier 
bound for Archangel, hiit wc wcrc still the victims of‘ delay, 
ice and fog keepiug 11s Iiow to for tour days i i i  the White 
Sea, arid it was not r i u t i l  Jriiie 28th that wc ;irriIed at 
2\rcIiangel. Let nie atlvisc 110 oiic to go to Archangel with 
gutis and cartritlgcs if lie can possibly avoid doing 80. We 
were subjected to an ciiormous aruount of iricoiivenience 
atid considcrablc expense at  the custoins, antl it was only 
by the kind help of’ tlie English vicc-consul, Mr. Henry 
Cooke, as well as by dint of very hard work 0 1 1  our own 
part, that  we werc able to get onr haggage clcared i n  three 
days and so catch tlic nreekly stcanior to Kandalas oil 

.July 1st. Tlic following day w e  ni;idc R stay of some Iiours 
at tlic f i t r - f ; i ld  iiluiia3tery of Solovct.;l<oi, \\ithi11 tlic high 
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walls of this woiiderful monastery hutitlreds of ~Icrriug-C~ulls 
are wont to brcetl. The birds are so tame that any of thein 
will  feed from the hand, and their ticsts are built on the patlis 
and i n  the conrtyards of the nionasterp itself. On the tlatc 
of our visit the majority of the birds liad young ones, and it 
was most i i i t t~cs t j~ ig  to match tlie old birds fccding them, 
qiii tc uiwoiicerned by tlic innumerable pilgrims, many of 
whom lint1 to step asitlc to avoid treading 011 the pOllJig birds 
and heiiig peeked by tlie :idiilts. 011 July 3rd we arrived at 
Kotrdii, where we vcrp luckily picked I I ~  an interprctcr to 
accompany 11s on o w  journey ovcrlniid. Hefore leaving 
h;.land we had supposed that we should find such a inan iii 

hrciiangel, hut a most diligciit search I)roved fruitless, every 
likely nian being eiigaged i n  sonic way w i t h  tlie numhcr of 
ships which had just broken through tlic ire i l l  tlic White 
Xra. 

‘ I ’ h c .  followiiig day (Jiily -1.tli) \ye  arrived at the little village 
of Kaiitlalnx, at  the Iieaci of the G u l f  of that name i i i  thc 
iiortli-wcsterii corner of the White 8 c ~ .  IIere, w i t h  tile aid 
of p:rsses from the Governor of Archaiigel (which, by tlic way, 
are absoliitelp necessary for aiiy travcllcr in  these parts), we 
were i i l ) l t !  to engage carriers to accompaiiy 11s through the 

Alilioiigh more tliaii olive tlioy striick and  rel’iised to pro- 
cccd, tlicse carriers on the wliolc behaved very w l l .  Thcy 
werc, however, most igiiorant ant1 careless, ;ind we were nevcr 
ahlt: to triist them to do tlie siniplcst duties in camp without 
kccpiiig thern under observation. For instaucc, at one 
camping-placc one of‘ the mcti coniplairied of a I‘ very sick 
stoninch.” \Vc discovered that they had been drawiiig all 
the water from a small stagnaiit I)ac.k\vatcr of  the lake where 
thc Lapps threw all their refiise. I V e  duly impressed them 
with the evils that would attend drillking such water, aud 
for two days they rowcd over a niile into the middle of the 
lake to get water for aiiy purpose whatever. n u t  at  the 
nest camping-place they drew the water from tlie most 
eoliveiiielit spot, nliicli was uf coursc a l w  used as a dcposit 
for rcfusc. 

( ’ 0 1  I I \  t ry t 0 Ii ola. 



From liaiitlalas wc followed almost tile same routc taken 
by Mr. Rae, as dcscribcd in his book ‘ ‘l’he white  Sea Penin- 
sula.’ This route is in fact tlie niutcr post-route and the 
only onc possible iri summer, since much of the travelling 
has to be done by water, for which boats are provided a t  
various poirits. Our itinerary was as follows :- 

Kandalax, July 4-6 ; Iiaiidalnx to Zasheecli (Imandra), 
32 versts (3 vcrsts=2 miles), July 7 & 8 ;  Zashetch, July 
9 & 10; Zasheecli to 13ella Guba (Imandra), 42 versts, ,July 
11 j Bella Guba, July 1 2 ;  Uclla Gubn to Raz-Navolok 
([rnandra), 42 versts, July 1 3 ;  Kaz-Navolok, July 1-1-18 ; 
Haz-Navolok to Pulozero, 48 vcrsts, July 19 & 20 ; Pulozero, 
July 21-25 j Pulozero to Kitsa, 35 versts, July 26 ; Kitsa, 
July 27 ; Kitsa to Kola, 31 versts, July 28; Kola, July 29- 
31 ; Ekaterina, Aug. 1-8. 

Our numerous dclays counted nothii~g, for when we arrived 
on July 9th on thc south shorc of tlie Imandra Lake we were 
told that the ice had left it only four days Iieforc, 8 3  that had 
we arrived earlier we could not have proceeded further until 
tlic icc had disappeared. 

The chic€ difficultics duriiig our journey were connected 
with carriers arid food. Of the carriers I have already given 
an idea. 1Sxcrpt for the tish we caught, the few birds we 
shot, aud the supplies of bread which we obtained at  two 
places, there were no provisions to bc had between Kandalax 
and Kola. W’e had taker1 a supply of tiuncd foods from 
ISnglaud and a quantity of bread from Kandalax, and luckily 
fish were plentit’ul all along our routr, so that, with care, we 
nianaged to feed ourselvcs and our iiinc men for three 
wceks. 

About the mosquitocs and tiny dark blood-sucking flies 
I Nil1 say nothing, since no one who has l i d  an experience 
of tliesc interesting diptera in the interior of Lapland caii 
adequately describe them ; while those who have never be-n 
in these regious can nevcr imagine what they have missed. 
I may, however, remark that even when thc light is at its 
best the nearing of a vcil is by iio mcans conducive either to 
eollcctiiig or to good observation. 
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'l'ltc scarcity of birds i t t  this country greatly disappoititctl 
11s. 1)itrittg the first two-thirds of oiir jourricy tho coiiittry 
might be said to cotisist half of' lakes and rivers, and 1t:iIf o f  
pilie-forest, w i t h  here and thcrc a iiiarsli. 'I'hc lakes atitl 
rivers, although ofteii clottctt witti islands, were sittprtlarly 
devoid of l)ir(l-lifc, while thc  interminable p i i i c  forests 
wcre nearly as clestittitc. Eveit tlic iiiarshrs, few ; t i i d  

far hetwceti, were disappointiiig. 
tight milm t o  soitie marsh of which tlie I q p  tiad toltl its, 

;ind after tramping over i t  tlio wliole (lay wottltl scc tiotliing 
1)nt a eouplc o f  \Vhiuihrcsl, R ~~ood-SautlI)i l)cr,  ;iittl perltnps 
;i Grecrtshanli, althoiigli the niatsli looked RS if i t  oiight t o  
be a pcrfect Imadisc for birds. Oitly two of all the maiiy 
niarshcs we exp!orctl merc: ~irodttctive of ;L filir (I:iy's collcctitig. 

The fitrthrr itortlt we provccded tlic thinner thc tilrcsts 
l)ccaiiic, and t1tri.c the hirtls iitcreasctl sonicwhat, lmt they 
wcrc iiowhcre a1)utidant. It ni:iy l x  that  i t i  a itoriiinl SCRSOII 

the c~oitntry coiltailis more hirtls t h i  i t  did in 1899, bu t  i t  
is tlittic.iilt t o  i i t iagitir. that  hirtls are evrr more than thinly 
sc!attcretl orcr tlic interior of' ltussinii L;iplaiitl. 

:\s I h v c  ;ilrcatly nicntioited, the latcricss o f  t l t c  sc:isoii 

ciiitserl us nt;tity delays, ; r t t d  coiiseqiicittly we \ w w  too l a te  
f o r  eggs hy the tiinc wc arrivcd i n  tlic iiitcrior. l!ctort: w i n  

left Kiiglatitl atitl again a t  Viirtl(i wc: debatctl ;is to  \\lit,tlicr 
i t  would riot bc hctter to wvork froni riorth to soiitl i ,  hiit I i ; d  

we tloric so mc slioultl have fitrcd worse ; f i r ,  owing to t l i c -  

deep i i i i t l  soft SIIO\V, the colttitry i i t  tlic: iiortlt is q r t i t v  inipiss- 
ahlc evcii at  tltc end of J u i i c .  l l o w e \ ~ ~ ,  some cwiisolatioti 
t'ur tlic drawbacks of thv scasoii w a s  derived i n  ol)scrviiig 
t tie cf€ects i t  produccd on hirds. 'L'hexe effects were cspcci:illy 
tnarkcd in the north. k'or instaitcc, \Yillow-Gronsc Iintl i i o t  

yet attained full siiinntvr plumage at  t l t ~  very etitl of' J u l y ,  
iliitl f'resti eggs of ittally I)irtls werc to I)(; f'oiiiitl :it tlic IJcgiti- 
itiiig of August, by which  time the riioscliiitocs h;id died, t lw  
berries wcrc r i p ,  iicw srio\v liatl ;ilrcw\y t'allw 011 tlie hills, 
;i i it l  aiiother wiiitcr I i a t l  nlniost cornnicrrcccl. 

.is this p;irtictiI;tr liottiott of 1,:iI)l;itid doc3 i t o t  svciii t o  
tia\(* I)ct:ii vi3itcd I)ct'ut~c I)?  Britisli o r i i i t l i o l o g i ~ t ~ ,  I I r ; i \ . c s  

Often we tritdgcd s ix  
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cvit1c;ivoiircd to niakc the list of the lirtls wc obsrrvctl niorc 
winplete 11y conip:irisoiis with, ant] additions froin, ttw 
volume on birds in the  ‘ BeitrEgc ziir Kentniss des Russ- 
isclien Reichcs ’ by the Russian ornithologist T. Pleskc, 
puldished in 1896. This book deals with the oriiitliology of 
the  whole of’ Russian Lapland, but in the following list only 
those birds arc referrcd to which l’lrskc meiitioiis as occurring 
on our route. Pleske traversed this route ill 1880, and hc 
qiiotcs frcely from tlic o1)scrvations of several otlicr Russian 
as well as Swctlisli aid  k’iiininli ornithologists, who workcd 
in the  same district bctwceii the years 1840 and 1880. 

In  quotiiig from this h o k  I liavc placed in pareiithcses thc  
name of  Pleske’n aiitliority for aiiy record not made hy Iiini- 
selF. I n  all other caws the record is Plcske’s own.  

r ?  1 UHDUS II .I: \CUS. 

‘ r U H D U S  PILAKIS.  

Both liedwings and 1Jicldfarc-s wcrc prcsent along thc 
whole route from Kandalas to Jkatcrina.  ‘I’hcy were, how- 
wer, very iinequally distiilnitetl as regards niinihers, heiiig 
common in somc places and rarc in othcrs. A iicst of the 
Fieldfare on the shores of the Imandra contained young of 
ahoiit a week old on July 12th.  

[ Pleske records Turdus inusicua from K:iiid:ilm aiitl t tic 
Iiiiandra (Mela), a i d  froni Kitsa, iioar Kola (Eiiwald).] 

c I N C L US Y E LA NOQ A STE H. 

-4 pair of Dippers which we supposed to bc of this species 
f iq i icn tcd  thc river a t  Kitra,  iiear Kolii. . l’lc~skc rccords it 
from several localitics on our route. 

S A s I COLA (EN A N T 11 E . 
A Wheatear mas iiot seen until wc rcaclied Piilozcro, 

;,bout 45 miles south of Kola. From l’iilozcro iiortliivard 
these birds became very coniinoii. l’leskc rccortls them as 
very comtnon in all parts. 

1 ~ U T I C I L L A  PHCk;NI(‘CKUS. 

‘ h e  only lktlstarts we saw coiisistccl of’ ii hniily of this 
l’lcskc inti i t ioii~ i t  as spceies a fcw niilcs soiith of l iol;~.  

l’nrc’. 
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c Y I N  E C  u LA su EC I C A .  

The Rluethroat was common in tlie south and the north, 
hut rarc in the centrc, of our route. 

P H Y L L ~ S C ~ P U S  T R O C H I L ~ S .  

Ttic Willow-Wren was common and brccding throughoiit. 
\Vc shot several for idcnti fication, aiid scarched carcfully for 
Pkylloscopus bnreaiis, but could not discover it. A Willow- 
IVrcn’s nest on the south shorc of the Imaridra contained six 
fresh eggs on J u l y  8. 

PARLS CISC‘TUS. 

The Lapp Tit was common throughoiit tlie forest-region 
a i d  was the only Tit we obtainctl or ideritifietl. 

[l’leske records Parus borealis from near Kandalax 
(Lawrow) atitl from the Kola river, while Mr. I’earson 
records 1’. cumlschutkensis from l’etschcriga. (Ibis, 1899, 
p. 525.)] 

R ~ O T A C I L L A  ~ 1 . 1 3 . 4 .  

A few pairs of Ii’hite \Tagtails werc generally to I)c seen 

, \IOTACII.LA V I K I U I S .  

The Grey-headed \Vagtail was very common on many oE 
the marshes in the ccntrc of‘ our routc, but was absctit i i i  tlic 
south and north. 

iicar evcry small Lapp settlement passed on our routc. 

ANTHUS PHATENSIS .  

From the Imandra northward the Meadow-Pipit was  
wry common in suitable localities. I t  \ma especially common 
on  marshcs near the Puloecro. 

hNTIIUS C E H V I N U S .  

We found thc Red-throated Pipit near Ekaterina 011 tlie 
north coast only. Although Rlr. Pearcon took eggs at  
I’etscheuga on Jnrie 22nd, wc fouud rggs only slightly 
iricubated at Ekateriria on August 4th, which points to tlie 
rearing of a second brood notwithstanding the lateness of 
the E C ~ S O I ~ .  

..I N T H U S  T R I V I A L I S .  

O n l ~  oric specimen of the Trce-Pipit was oht;titittl. ‘I’ht. 
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bird was a fcmale, and was shot while singing at the top of 
a pinc-tree near Bella Guba on the shores of the Jmandra. 
Pleske records a few from Kaudalas and the Irnandra. 

LANIUS EXCURITOR.  

The only Shrike sceii was a bird of this specics in some 
birch-scrub w a r  Kola. 

[Pleskc has a few records o f  Ampelis gnwulus froni the 
Imaudra arid from Kaiidalaa.] 

MUSCICAPA ATHICAYILL.\. 

We saw only one pair of Pied Flycatchers, and shot tlie 
female, among some pitic-trees on thc south shore of tlie 
Imandra. 

[Pleske records this specics from the Imandra (Mcla) ; 
also M. grisola from the Iriiandra and Kandalax.] 

CHELI DON u H U I C A .  

One House-Martin was observed at Kandalax, and a good 

COTILE RIPAHIA. 

The only examples of the Sand-Martiu seen wcrc a few 
tiear Kola. 

[Pleske has a record of Chrysornifris spinus from Kitva 
(En w ald) .] 

[According to Plcske, Middendorff, and Lawrow, l’usser 
domesticus is not found i n  Kandalax ; Mela, however, 
observed it there and mentions it as rare. T. NitzCn found 
one specimen in  Kola. We did not see a single Sparrow 
anywhere on our route.] 

FRINGILLA C ~ L E B S .  

One pair only of Ctiaffinches was observed near Kaiidalax. 
Pleske has a doubtful record of F. calebs froin the same 
locality, aud mentions that NitzCn killed a male in Kola. 

PKIN QILL A MO N T I  PHI N O  ILLA. 

The Brambling was common from Kaiidalax to Kola. 
LINOTA LINARIA. 

Mealy Rcdpolls were vcry common among the stuiitod 
birch-trees about Ekaterina. Of three iiests foritid on August 

many at Kola, where they were nesting on the houses. 
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5 t h ,  two cotitaiii.tl fresh cggs and the t l i i i d  threc y ~ t i g  birds, 
,just hatched, a i d  one egg. 0 1 1  one of  tlic nmts with eggs 
wc found the lieii bird dead. ‘l’lic bird Iiml evitleritly died 
“ egg-boiiiid,” which is pro1):il)Iy a rare o c ~ ~ i i r r c ~ i ~ ~ c  i n  wild  
lirtls. 

\Ye noticed ;I very rcniarkahle wriatiou in the s i x  of the 
1)ills ot’ the  birds wc shot. Of two nralcs from the same little 
company, one hat1 it large hill, the othor a small bill. Two 
other m d c s  h l  large bills. Of four fenrnlcs sliot, oiily one 
I d  :I large bill, the others having w r y  siiiall hills, ~rruclr 
sinaller, indred, than the sinallest of tlic innlrs. 

‘J‘licse birds were all shot in t l i e  saiiw locality aiitl wi t l i i i i  

a fvw days of‘ e:ic:Ii other, and the rariatioii i i i  tlic size of tlic 
I)ills woiiltl seem, tticrefore, to be i~idivitliral, : t ! d  not scasoiral 
or (1 irtary. 

IVc obtained a specinieti of 1,. linariu at Klvcnaes on the 
SFd-Varanger in June ; about fiO miles east of this point, a t  
l’etsclrenga, iii July of the same year, Mcssrs. Pearsoii obtained 
L. exiliyes only (Ibis, 1899, 1). c?!?G); alJout 60 miles east of 
1’c:tscliciipa wc obtaiiied in August, a t  Ekateriiia, L. litrarirr 
~ m l y  ; whilc about 150 miles east of 1Skatcrina the Poarsotr 
c,rpc‘ditition i t 1  Jurre 1895 obtained at Ilttke Ukariskoc L. 
(’.I ; l i p s  oiily. 

[ Pleske rccortls l’grrhuia ~ i i u j i ~ t .  from linntlalas ( Mela) .] 
(Ibis, 1896, 1). SOX.) 

1’1 N 1COI.A ES V (‘LEATOR, 

’rhe Pitie-(; ro>bcak was riot coiutiiot1 in the pine-forcsts, 
hut we fouird i t  ~nuclr riiore yl(:ntiful aiiiotig tlir 1 i r c - h  at 
K o l : ~  beymid tlic rcgioii of pine. I ’ l t 4 ~  also found i t  anrong 
tllc hirchcs w a r  Kola as wcll as in tlw pine-forcsts fiirtlicr 
SOIlt l l .  

[Pleske l i n s  rccords of Losiu currirostra :it scverd poitits 
011  our route, and a record of L. ,uit!y~p.viftrrcus from near 
liniidalas (iSuwald) .] 

I < \ l I % E K l Z . 4  C l T K I h :  KLLA. 

‘I’he Y~l low Hunting was fairly conitnoti from Karidalax t o  
Yulozcro, i .  e. within thc pinc-rcgion, north of al i ioh we did 
tiot ol)wrve it. 



I< .\I 13 E R I Z A SC 11 E N  I C L V S  . 
We identified tlic Reed-Biiritiiig tirst at  Raz-Xavolok, near 

From this point to the northern end of tlic Iinnnclra Lake. 
Kola it was nict w i t h  ratlier freqiiciitly. 

YLE(:'l'KOPH ENAS N I V A L I S .  

C A LC A R I  us L A  PYON I c u s . 
Snow-Buiitiiigs and 1,aplarid l3untiligs were SCCII at 

[Plcskc records Alaiidn uriwtisis and Otocorys aIp.9tri-s 
1Skateriiia only, arid \vcr(a very iiiiconiinoii there. 

from near Kola.] 

P E K I SO K E u s I s F A  u ST r s . 
Siberian Jays wc'rc very coi i i i i ioi i  from Kaiitlalas to Kola, 

and usually actcd as oiir scavr~rgc~s,  lioppiiig ahout wtieii 
the camp was asleep and sciziiig upoii any tit-bits to hc foiuitl. 

p 1 C .\ 1( UST I C A .  

\Ve saw two or tlircc Jlagpirs at Kaiid:il:ix, but iiowhero 
f2lh.C. 

C O R V U S  C O K N I X .  

We foritid tlic Hooded Crow nowliere coiiiiiioii, hilt observccl 
;L few from Kauda!ax to the iniddle of the Imaridra atitl aiso 
Ilcar Kiola. 

(:OK\.US C O K A S .  

\Ire saw Kavcris near Ekatcriua oiily. Pleskr: records this 

[ l'leske records Cypselus u p s  from Kandalas (Mcln and 
spccies froin the Triiandra, liolozero, and Kandiilax. 

Enwald).] 

1'1 c o I D E s T H I  D AC TY L u s . 
'l'lie Thrcc-toed Woodpcckcr was wry common from 

Baiidalas to Bola, aiid was thc only \\:oodpcckcr wc saw. 
Twicc we disturbed birds from apparently suitable iiesting- 
holes, but in cacti case there were iieitlier eggs nor young, 
although tlic bird behavcd as if  our discovery of its retreat 
was of some importance. 

[Pleske records Dlyocopiis martius from Kandalax (Mela) ; 
also Picus uziuor, one shot hy Licut. Saiitleberg near Kitsa 
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oti June 3rd, 1877, arid another sliot by J,nwro\v 011 : \ I I ~ .  

1LGtI1, 1880, near Kandalax.] 

CVCIJLL~S CANORUS. 

‘l’he Cuckoo was comnioii from Kairdalax to ??\\lozero. 

SU1tNI.i ULUI,.i.  

The only Owl we saw tliiriiig tlic wliolc of oiir joiirtiey N ~ J  

R single bird which probably belonged to this species. Pleske 
found it common at ltaz-Navolok, 011 tlie Imandra, ar~d north 
of that point. 

[ Pleske records two specimens of Asio /iccipitri/Lt(-s froni 
near Kandalax (Lawrow) ; also Nyc/a la  lenyind/ / i i  atrd I h t h  
ignucus, froin Kandalax (Mclaj.] 

A I1C H I RUT EO LAGOP US. 

The Rough-legged 13uzxard was met wit11 here n~i t l  tliere 
throughout our route. 

H A L I A ~ T U S  ALRICILLA. 

We saw several W hite-tailed Eagles at Kandalas a d  on(: 
at Kkaterina, and climbed up to an immrnsc, IJut empty, 
nest said to belong to this species, at tho top of  a pilic-trec: 
tiear Kaudalax. 

I ~ A L C O  . E S A I . O S .  

A couple of Merlins, flying ahoiit a11 open Iicatliy patcll 
of country near Raz-Navolok, Irnandra, were the only Hawks 
we iclctitified. The scarcity of all FaIconidce was rernarknhle. 

Writing in 1886 
I’lcske considered it a cornniori 1,rceding-bird i n  Kiissiati 
Laplarid, and hiinself observcd it at Kaudahx aud on tho 
Imantlra. 

[ Pleske records the following from the district :-Astur 
yalun~bun’us froin the Imaiidra (S:indeberg), Kiola Bay 
(I’leskci), and Kaiidal:ix (Mela) ; Accipiter nisus from Kaiidalau 
(Saiitleberg) ; and Fdco ,qyrfa/co from Kola.] 

We did not see a s i p  of the Osprey. 

1’14 ALAC ROCORAS C A H R O .  

Fairly coinition on tlic coast, both at  Kanclalax aiitl at 
Some nests in a cliff’ near Ekaterina cont:\iiicd Ekaterina. 

vou11g 011 Allgll*t 4th. 
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[Pleske records Anso segetum and Cypi i is  musicus (Mela) 
from near the Imandra, and was told hy the Lapps that A. 
segetum bred there. We were also told by the Lapps on the 
Imnndra that Gccse were common arid Swans not ram. We 
were guided to a large marsh where these birds were supposed 
to breed, but notwithstanding a careful search we never saw 
a sign of Goose or Swan.] 

QUE RQU E I)U LA c REC c A .  

We saw only one Teal during oiir journey. This bird was 
in a marsh near l’ulozcro, and had some 10 or 12 young ones 
(July 2211d). 

CLANG u LA r. LA L‘ c I ON.  

Golden-eyes were comnion on all the lakes and rivers froiii 

II ARELD A G L A C  I A LI S. 
We saw a few Long-tailed Dricks on the coast a t  Kandalax 

s OM AT E KIA MOLL 1 SS I .\I A. 

Eiders werc fairly coiiiriioii 011 the const at Kaiidalax and 

(FDEMIA YUSCA. 

(EDEMIA N I Q R A .  

The Velvet and Common Scoters were very commnii 
throughout our route. We found nests and eggs of both 
species ; the Velvet Scoter was perhaps the commoner bird. 
We counted 20 males in a flock on a small lake in a marsh 
on July 22nd, arid found one near the edge of the lake. I t  
seems hardly possible that each of the 20 males had a mate 
with a nest in the vicinity. 

Kandalax to Koln. 

and also at  Ekaterina, h i t  iioiie wcre seen inland. 

at Ekaterina. 

MERCUS SERRATOR. 

Mergansers were quite the commoiicst Ducks on all the 
lakes over which which w e  passed. 

[Of Ducks which we did not ohserve, Plcske records Atlas 
boscas (Lawrow, Sahlberg, and Malmberg) from near Kari- 
dalax ; DaJila acuta as fairly common in  all parts ; Mareca 
penelope as common and l~reeding along our route ; Fuligttla 

SEN.  VII.-VOI.. V I .  2 1. 



cristata from Katidalax (Mcla) as well a3 from iiear Kola 
(Plrskr) ; Meryus mergrtnsrr (1,awrow and Mela) arid M e r p s  
a Ibellus (Law ro w ) frorn Kand al a x .] 

TI:\ C 0 P U s A L 11 L'S . 
The IVillow-Groiise was fairly common all along oiir 

roiitc. Two malc birds shot ricar Kola ou Jiily 27th had :L 
riiinihcr of a h i t c  fcathcrs on the iindcrparts, a i d  a few 011 

tlie I)ncli and wing-covcrts. At  this time of year OW would 
cspcct the Willow-Grouse to be attaiiiirig its winter plumage ; 
hiit oil examination the w r y  opposite was foiiud to 1 ) ~  the 
rase with thew two birds, which had riot yct attaiiicd their 
summer plumage. A11 tlic ah i t c  feathers wcrc clearly 
old feathers of th r  winter I)cforc. 111 the far north I 1)clievc 
WiIlo\v-Groiisc often rrtaiii part of their winter plumage 
tliiring the whole summer, h i t  tlirse two birds werc in full 
moult, and thc nc\v feathcrs, which were sproiitiiig :ill over the 
l)od!, w c m  all siiinmcr feathers. Thc tom wcre not  :iltogctlic>r 
bnrc of feathers arid the claws mere c~ccedingly loiig. N o  
doubt thc latciicss of the season accoiiiitcd for the strange 
statc of the plumage of these birds, but how loiig would they 
retain tlicir siimmcr plumagc? A week af t r r  mc shot thcse 
birds I ~ C W  snow had fallcii on the hills : i r id  thc  autiirnn had 
coriiincnccd. 0 1 1  July 2!)th, at Kola, w c  fouiid four broods 
of but a fcw days old. 

[Pleske records Layopu.9 mutus from tlic mountains iiear 
the Imandra (Snhlhcrg and Malmhcrg) and hfiddenclorfl' 
from the iieigh1)ouring districts.] 

BONASA BETULINA. 
Tlic only specimen of tlie Hazel-Grouse we saw was shot 

iiear Bella Guba o i l  thc Irtiaridra. Pleske considered its 
occiirreiice so far north :is the Tmaiitlra :is uncertniii. 

TET R AO u ROG A L 1. zi s . 
Capercaillie wcre coinniori froiii Kantlalax to Pirloxero, 

north of which we did not observe tlieni. W e  foiiucl chicks 
of' a day or two old on Jiily 24th. 

[Pleskc rccords Tetrao f e f r ix  from Iiatitlalax and the 
Tmandra, aiid giws the Iniantlra as the riortliern lituit of 
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the bird, Near Kola I put u p  in t11ic.k birch-scrnb a large 
dark h i d ,  which was certainly not a Capcrcaillie, but by its 
flight and general appearance seemed to hc a Rlackcock.] 

CH A R A  D R I  US PLU v i  A C I  s . 
On all the marshes from the Imandra to Ekaterina the 

Golden Plover was met with, and ofteii very plentifully. 
We found eggs much incuhattd on Jiily 15tli. 

W C  I A LIT I S  H I AT I c c L A .  

Ringed Plovers lwrc fairly common at  Kandnlax, along 
the shores of thc Imandrn, and at Kola. 

E U 1 ) R o M I A S  M 0 R I N E L I . U S .  

There were a few Dottcrcls on the stony hills about 1Skn- 
tcrina, but wc S:LW them uowhere else on our route. Tlic 
yonng of a hood foiind ou August 3rd  ucrc stiil partially 
covered with down a n d  could scarcely f l ~ .  

S TKE PS I I. A S  I s T E IL P it E S. 

A few Turnstoncs iiiliabited the islands in Kandalnx Bay. 
A nest under a stonc a few yards froni the water cont:iined 
four fresh eggs ( i n  .July 6th. We saw a small flock in Kola 
Ray on July 29th. 

€1 ,EM A TOP US OST H.\ I. EG US. 

Oyster-catclicrs were conimon and breeding on tlic islands 
\Ve also saw a fcw on the shores of the iu Kandalax Ray. 

Kola Fjord. 

P H A L A R O P U S  J I  YPE KIIOIIEUS. 

A couple of Red-necked l’halaropcs, shot on July 16th on 
a marsh near Raz-Navolok on the Imaridra, wcre perhaps 
breeding. A f e w  werc also seen i n  Kola Bay. 

GALLINAGO CIXLESTIS. 

A couple of Siiipc which must have belonged to this 
species inhabited a niarsh near Raz-Navolok. We were, 
however, unable either to shoot the birds or to discover their 
cgge or young. 

[Pleskc obiainctl one specimen near Kola, and records it 
from Kandalax (Mcla). J 

2 L  2 
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1, I \I I CO L .4 PI. .4 TI’ K I1 T V C li  A . 
Thc I3road-hillcd Saiitlpiper scrnis to he very raiv 1)etwecii 

Kand:tl:is ant1 1Skateriii:t. l’lcskc h:is 110 record of it. Wc 
foiiiid a pair on a marsh near Raz-Navolok, and shot single 
1~ird.i 011 two iiiarslics near tlie Pulozero. One of tlic. 1:Lttvr 
dlot oii Jiily ?%id, to jiidgc from its actions, certainly h : i d  
eggs or yoiing, aiid an empty ncst in  sonic moss Iiad pcrlinps 
con t niiictl t licrii. 

[ l’leskc records Tringa alpinn from near Kandalax (La\r- 
row) .] 

‘FR I S G A  T E 31 .\I I NC Iz I .  

X niimhor of ‘l’eniiiiinck’s Stints wcre frcquenting a piece 
of marsh? la id  qiiite close to  Kola 011 J ~ l y  28th, a~rtl :L week 
latcr IYC found a few here aiitl t h e  o i l  tlic siiiall iiiarslies 
iicar lkatvriiia. 

31 AC 11 ET ES P C G  S . IS  . 
Rocvcs w r c  corninoil on scveral of the maixhrs near tlic 

Irnaiidra and the P u l u z c ~ ~ ) ,  h i t  wc 1it.itlicr saw nor obtaincd 
it siiigle Ruff. WC iioticetl tli:it the  legs of thc K ~ v c s  
varied considerably i n  colouriug, from greenish-yello\r to 
1) rig 1 i t  1 em o n -! cl 1 ow. 

1 7  1 KINGOIDES HYPOLKUCUS.  

Common Sandpipers were hirly iiiiineroiis oii iicarly ;ill 
the lakes and rivers from Kandalax to within four miles of 
Kola. 

TOTAXUS GIAREOLA.  

On cvcry marsh, and on almost evcrg bit of marshy land, 
hetwcen Kaotlalax aud Kola the \Vood-Sandpiper was to be 
fourid. This hird scemed to  me to take the place of tlie 
Ilcdshank on our home marshes and that of the Stilt i n  tlic 
Spanish marshes, i n  its only too successful cnrlcavours to 
ar:nog the intruder. 

TOTASI‘S CALIDHIS.  

Wc saw a few Cominori Redshanks in  Kola Bay and near 

[Plrske ohserved one specimeii at Zashecch, and saw several 
Ekaterina, but nomherc else 011 our route. 

hroods near Kola.] 
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TOTA N U S  PUSC US.  

A pair of Dusky Kcdshanks on a small niarsh near ILaz- 
Xavolok, 011 July IXth, were the first mct with. We afterwards 
found a good rnany on several marshes iiear the l’ulozero. 
These birds were invariably wild, and all thosc we shot were 
males. 

Doubtlcss we were too late lor eggs, and after prolongcd 
searching we had to rclinqiiish the idea of finding cithcr 
eggs or young. il pair which I watched amid a swarm of 
mosquitoes for ao hour or morc were excerdingly wary. 
Perching on the tops of the pine-trees, tlicy kcpt up an 
iuccssaiit rattle of alarm wheiicver I wiis i i i  view. This 
alarni-cry was coniposed of D single riotc very rapidly and 
loudly repeatcd a Iiutiil)er of timcs, aiid was uttcretl both on 
the w i n g  and wlicii perched. When I was in hiding the 
birds hccanic silent, Init thc slightest movemerit on my part 
was sigrialled by the alarm “ rattle.’’ The call-note of the 
bird is a plaintive pipe, somewhat like that of the Goldcn 
Plover, hut sliarper. 

[Plcskc obtained youiig birds ricar Kola oil August 12th, 
aud saw thrcc birds at Zasheech 011 July lCitti, 1880.1 

TOTANUS CANESCEKS.  

Like the Wood-Sandpiper, thc Grceiishaiik was to he 
fourid, a pair hcrc and thcre, on iicarly cvcry piccc of marsh 
from Kaiitlalax to Kola. The birds wcre itivariably wild 
aiid cscccdiiigly difhciilt to approach. Chicks of ahout a 
~ c c k  old wcrc fouiicl 011 July E l i d  near the l’ulozero. 

LI MOSA L A P P ~ N  ICA. 

A pair or two of Bar-tailed Godwits were found on most 
of the larger marslics ticar thc Truaiidra and the Pulozrro, 
ant1 we also saw a sinall flock of niaturc birds i n  Kola Ray 
on July29th. On Ju ly  1GGh and again oii J u l y  221id w c  found 
broods of four cach, of ahout a weck old. In c d i  case the 
young ones scemed to he attended only by the niale bird, 
which was very bold aiid often swooped straight over our 
heads and tlicn rctiretl to thc top of a piiie, calling loudly all 
the whilc. In  OIW cast thc male bird tried to ciitice us away 
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froin tho youiig, almost exactly after tlic fasliioii of ii ILiiiged 
Plovcr. IJnlike J I r .  Popham, who met with '' no two pairs 
occupying the same district while iicstitig '' (Ibis 1807, 
1). 105),  we found two pairs on the same marsh within 3!)0 
yards of each other. The nestlings, which wcrc covered 
with down, with tile primary-quills jus t  appearing, had tho 
following colooring of the  soft parts :-Logs atid feet light 
slate-blue ; bill dark slate-colour ; iris hazel. The stomachs 
contained small bcctlcs, flies, aid grccu leaves. 

Nu 31 E s I ~1s PII . ~ o  r u s. 
A piir  o r  two of Wliinibrcls wcrc to  be sccii i n  every siiit- 

alilc place from Kiindalax to ISkateriiia, und ou niany of tlic 
niarshrs they wcrc tiunicrous. 

sl' E I1 S A 31 . \C K C; K . \  . 
Tlic Arctic 'l'crii a:is prcseiit oil all thc lakes mid rivers 

froin K:ind:ilax to 1:l;atcriiia. 2 1  coiisiderahlc colony was 
cvitlciitly brccding oii ;in islatiil in a sniirll lnkc oil a rnarsli 
near the Iniandrn. 

L.\IlUS c.\sus. 
( h u i i i o ~ i  Gulls wcrc fairly tiuiuerous iii Kantl:il:is Bay, 

i i i i d  u'c saw :L fCw pairs oil most of tlic l a k t 3  froin tlicrc to 
Kitsa. At Kitsa a single bird freqiieiittd tlic river, ;nid 
t l i c w  w o r ~  ;L fcw i n  the Iiola Fjord. A s t d l  coloii! oii a 
marsli iiear Ekateriiia cvitlctitly 1i;itl youiig. 

1 I A K U S  A I l ( ;  E S TATU S. 

\Ye oliscrved IIerritig-Gulls in L;iiidalax I3ay a i i d  iii the 
Kola Fjord. \Ye also saw a good rnniiy on the Iiiiaiidra, biit 
could not discoicr whctlicr they wcrc brcediui; or iiot. A 
siii;ill colony seemed to be 1)reeditig i i i  conipatiy with the 
previous spwics on a marsh near ISkatrriiia. 

I J A R U S  FUSC'L'S;. 

A few Lcsacr Ul:lck-buclietl Gulls  wcrt! SL'CU 0 1 1  thc Inlall~lra 

; i id  tlic Piilozcro, atid oue at Kitsa, wliilc tlie bird \\us not 
iiiicoininoii in the  Kola Fjord. 

],AHUS h l A t l i N U S .  

'Vltc Grta t  Uilacli-lxdicd Gull was sccu in thc Lola k'jortl. 
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We observed neither this nor the prcceding species i l l  Bau- 
dalax Ray, but Pleskc records both from there. 

LAHUS GLAUCUS. 

We saw two or three of these Gulls i n  Kandalax Bay 011 

July 4th and 5th. We also observed a few of them amollg 
the ice in tlic White Sea near the mouth of the Yoiioi river, 
on the cast coast of Russian Laplaud. 

1tISSA T K l  DACTY LA. 

T h e  Kittiwake was fairly comnion in the Kola Fjord. 

A few Arctic Skuas were seen near Eliaterina. 
STEHCOHAKIUS C H E Y I  DATUS. 

At Vardii 
on June 16th a pair (light male, sooty female),whicI~ had eggs 
on a bare patch of' grourid surroundctl by deep snow, were 
acconipaiiied by a dark bird at  which they were continually 
swooping, as though with the illtention of driviug i t  away. 
We were unable to shoot this third bird, but at Ekateriiia 
011 August 3rd wc fourid two pairs of light-colobred birds, 
each accompaiiied I)y a third dark bird, whicli was trvatcd 
in the same way as thc one at  Vardii. On one of thew 
dark birds beiug shot, it was found to be ail imniaturc bird 
of apparently the year before, siuce i t  still rctaiiicd several 
rufous-edged feathers, had a barred breast and a pointed 
tail. Is  it possible that pairs of Arctic Skuas are somctimes 
accompanied during the breediiig-season by a youug one of 
the year before ? On the other hand, we found ncar Ekaterina 
threc birds of the !car together unaccompanied by any adult 
bird. 

S T E K C o K A K l U S  PAKASITICUS.  

A pair of Long-tailed Skuas, shot near Ekaterina, were 
the ouly ones aceu. Ttie stomach of one contained a inouse ; 
that of the othcr held sccds, probably those of the crowberry. 

Black Guillemots were cornniou i u  Kaudalax Bay and at 

COLYMBUS G L A C I A L I S .  

Ou a sruall lake in a inarsh uear the Imaudra, which we 

U l U A  GKYLLE.  

the mouth of the Kola Fjord. 
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visited on July 15th, we observed ii large Diver, which was 
tlloiight to  belong to  this species. Thc differcncc i n  the size 
of this bird arid two Hlack-throated Divers swimming near 
it a t  ttie saruc time mas remarkable. I t s  bill w:is ccrtaiiily 
black, and therefore thc bird could not haw: heen C. cicfiinisi. 

Pleskc says that Middendorff shot, a spccimcn of' C. ylocialis 
near thc mouth of the Kola Fjord, in Scptctiibcr l t (&O. 

COLY >i BU s A w r  icus. 
CoLYMHUs SEY'rE"rKloNAI.IS. 
'L'lie Black-throated and Red-throated Divers werc perliiLl>s 

e(ludIy cottinion on the siuall lakes from Kaiidalax to Eka- 
teriria. A Xed-throated Diver shot near Ekatcritia froin 
fresh eggs 011 August 1st proved to bc a male, arid altliougli 
IYC hid u p  hear the nest for several liours i n  ttie Iiope of 
gcttiiig the mate, she uever camc back to thc nest, atid oiily 
m c e  flew aiiywhere near us. 

[ Plcske rccords a exittllplcs of Potlicipes yriseigena 
froxu near Kandalax.] 

XS\:III . -VI~ Jurther Colkectivnu of British-E'ast-,-lfricair 
ilirds. By SYUSEY L. HINI)E, M.D. With iVotes hy 
It. B ~ W D L E K  SI~ARPE,  LLD. 

SIXCE niy return to  Uritisli East Africa I Iiave Iwen stiltiollctl 
ill hlasailnnd, either :it "gong, or Nairohi, or o u t  or1 the 
ncighbouriiig plains. I n  these locali ties 1 liavc met with 
craiuples of a few species to he added to niy former list of' 
tlic birds of Macliako's (c j .  Ibis, 1898, 1). S i G ) .  

'l'tic neigltbourt\ood of N'gongo Hngas is hilly, dcnsc bush 
and opcn grasslalid alternating. Tlic station is ahjut  ti000 
feet abovc the sea-lercl. Tlic Athi rivcr, whcrc somc of the 
birds were obtained, crosses a bare plaiii, aid the nearest 
bush-couutry or forest is ahout 20 inilcs away ; [J"tC!lcS of 
mimosa and occxional fig-trccs and rauk grass grow o t i  tlie 
river - bit11 k s . 

1. I ' E H I S S C ) I ~ S I ~  CIRUSCI'LATUF (Vieill.). 
1)ilophu.v cnrtmculatw H i d e ,  Ibis, 18'38, p. 576.  


