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LECTURE. 

ON TEE IIISTORY OF TIIE BAYONET.. 

BY C,IITALY SIE SIEEALD DAVID Scorn, Bart., F.S.A. 

I5-i bringing uiidcr notice tlic subject of’ tlic bayonet, I wish to confmc 
myself as strictly as possible to tlic h2tor.y of tliat wvcapon, its risc 
arid progress, withont indulging in any speculations as to its futwc. 
Xor slialI I venture to offer my suggestions for its iniprorcmcnt, 
cithcr. as to construction or maiiagcnicnt. Tlic SUbjCCt under Euch 
treatment must necessarily 1)c dcvoid of any practical ndvantagc ; I’ 
must trust, ilicrcforc, to tlic intcrcst attaclicd to the history of n. 
weapon which hns playcd so conspicuous n part in the nrmics of all 
cidiscd nations, in ordcr to coiiipciisntc for tllis deficiency. 

Thc bzyonct, as a military wenpo~i, was a11 invention, or, morc 
strictly speaking, an atlaptation of tlic 17th ccntury; for after all it is 
iiotliing iiiore tliaii a claggcr; tlic dagger, a p i n ,  is littlc inore tlioii .z 
knife, and that was so nscful and prtablc a xwap011, that undcr tlic 
x-arious designations of knife, dagger, ; miscricordc, or poniard, it wvas 
seldom absent from tlic pcrson. 

Tlic word ‘Ldaggci3’ is mcntioiicd as early as thc 12th ccntury. 
In a Latin statute of TVilliani I. of Scotland, cap.23, n c  find it ciijuiucd 
that ‘c J3rci-y man dial1 have a knife (cu~teMrcni) wliich is called dagger.” 
111 D treatise ciititlcd 6‘ Thc Military Art of Training,” pldishcd in 
1GP2, tlic dagger is strongly rccomiiiciided 3s “ thc iicccssaricst n-capon 
that belongs to a soulrlicl;” for sis special reasons : -“ Ist, for orna- 
ment; hd ly ,  for usc in tlic m&e, that when lie cannot w e  his sword, 
he may doc good with his dawgcr; Srdly, if it should comc to a privatc 
combat, and a sword shou?d break; 4thly, for dcspatcli of tlic 
vanquislied ; 5thly, for tying a horse in an open field, wlicrc t h r c  is  
neither bush nor hedge; slid Gthly, for the puniehruent of offcndcrs, 
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334 ON TIIh IIISTORY OF THE BAYONET. 

for a captain or iiifcrior oficcr that only draws D dagger, may appcasc 
a scdition.” 

Thc question now to bc disposcd of is, \rlien mas this knifc or 
dakgcr first applied to tlic firc-arm, so as riot oiily to givc it a dcfensivc 
cliaractcr, but to  invcst it with a second offciisivc power-probably 
more effective than the first. 

In tlic lGth ccntury tlic musket first appcars. It owcd its intro- 
duction to tlic inconsidcrablc effects produced by picccs of small 
calilrc. It was n long, Iicavy, cumbrous meapo?, carrying balls of 
grcntcr m i g h t  than any otlicr fire-aim tlicn introduced. It was 
invcntcd abroad-in Spain 01’ Italy. The English of mcdimval thies 
wcrc not an invcntive people ; I am not n ~ a r c  of a singlc implement 
in the art military that call be clainicd as R British invcntion. 
Brantome says that tlic Duke of Alva was thc first mlio introduccd 
muskets in tlic armies of tllc Sortli, mhcn lie nssunicd tlic govcrnmcnt 
of the Spanish provinces of tlic Lorn Gountrics in 15G7, and organiscd 
tliosc batids of muskctccrs, who bccamc so tcrriblc to tlic Dutch.* 
With US tlic adoption of them, according to British prcccdcnt, ~ n s  
S O ~ C  timc nftcr their introduction in thc leading forcigi armies. We 
licar of them in 1577, ~vlicn Quccn Elieabctli was at length constraincd 
to despatch an auxiliary forcc to tlic Dutclimcn figlithg obstinately 
for their 1ibcrty.t 

TVc shall scc wliat an cncumbcrcd man tho poor muskctccr T ~ S .  
First of d l ,  thc barrel of his piecc u-as to bc four feet in length, and 
thc bore capablc of rcceivin-g bullets, whercof twelvc mciglicd n 
pound.$ In conscqucncc of its length and wciglit, it could not bc 
fired xitliout a support, and hcncc oiiginatcd tlic rcst, or fourchette, 
which was n staff tlic hciglit of a man’s sliouldcr, with n fork or scrni- 
circle of iron at thc top to rcccirc tlic mnskct, nnd a fcrulc of iron a t  
bottom to ptcndy it in tlic ground. 011 D march, whcn the inuskct 
was shouldcrcd, the rcst was citlicr CniTicd in tlic right hand, or hung 
from the wrist by a loop and trailcd. Then hc carried liis warsc 
powder for loading in n flask, his fine powder in a touch-bos, together 
with moulds, woiins, &crews, rammers, and priming-iron, rvliilc In 111s 
liand mas his burning-match and liis rcst ; aiid aftcr hc liad fired, hc, 
pcrhaps, had to dmm his sword to dcfcnd Jiinisclf. Muskctccrs were, 
ho~vcrcr, rclicvcd from \\*caring dcfcnsirc armour (as they W C ~ C  not 
intcndcd for close fighting) with tlic csccption of an iron Iiclnict, tlic 
mciglit of which alonc ~vonld frighten n modern, even if he had nothing 
clsc to carry. In  fact, i t  rcquircd a strong nian for thc place, and 
thcrcforc Murkliani, n military wi tc r  of thc lGth ccntuiy, ubsci7’Cs, 
tliat “tIic squarcst aiid broadest will bc fit to carry niusqucts ;,t 
nnd another contcmporary author, Sir J. Smith, writes tllat “it dotti 
bcliovc musqncttccrs to be strong and puissant of body, without sick- 
ness, achs, or o t h r  im~’cdimcnts.” Romid about his waist was 
mound his provision of match, which \\-as a thin coil of ropc, made of 

* IIommes illuetrcs et  Gruiids Capi- iUso O1$is’a Life of Sir 
taints Franpia. Walter Raleigh. I. 25. 

5 Bricf lJicco~ws.c of the Spnnidi Dis- 3 ht iUilitaire, by Sir Thom;is KcIlie. 
ciplino in War, by Sir Roger Williams. 

4to. 1590. 

1621. 
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ON THE HISTORY OF THE BAYONET. 335 

cotton or limp, spun slack, and boilcd in a strong sollition of salt- 
pctrc, or in the Ices of wine. Onc can readily imagine tlrc incon- 
rcniencc of having to carry about n coil of rope with both ends i&Fi xd. 
Its propinqnity to the powdcr mas not cncouraging, and wc rcad that 
somctimcs fire-arm men carried their store of pomdcr loosc in tlicir 
pockets." This danger of thc lightcd match did not, howcvcr, always 
csist, for tlic rain and tho damp oftcn cstinguishcd it, arid the mus- 
kctccr, or arqucbusicr, found liiuiself powcrlcss, so that it must oftcii 
have bccomc a question wliicli should go off first, tho mnn or his piece. 

The bullets wcrc kcpt in a bag, arid tlic muskctccr was ordcrcd, 
when in action, to kecp four or firc of thcm in his moutli, SO as to bc 
rcady for loading. Tliis was considcrcd liis propcr s tat us, 60 that i t  
was onc of tlic stipdatcd conditions that troops who had calitulatcd 
should march out with thc honours of war, nadcly, “ with lightcd 
match, bullet in mouth, drums bcating,’’ bc. 

Hot only was thc muskctccr n h c a d y  weighted man, but his 
cncrgics wcrc furtlicr tnscd by an amount of training to wliich the 
niodcrn manual and platoon would bc a. nicre jokc. 

In tho “ Souldicr’s Accidciicc,” it is stated, ‘( tho posturcs wliich 
belong to tlic ninskct arc 40 in iiunibcr, arid arc to bc donc 5 stand- 
ing, 3 marching7 18 charging, and 14 discliarging.” (( And aftcr all,” 
ficnsibly obscr~cs Sir Thoinas Rcllic, (( all tliis iiiiiltitudc of posturcs, 
in scrvicc, arc rcduccd to thrcc : inakc rcndic, prcsciit, and give firc.” 

Althongl~it is not to bc supposed that the niuskctcer wont through 
tlic forty posturcs ia tlic ficld, still, with every cscrtion on his part, 
tlic process of loadin.. was ~icccssarily w r y  slow boforc tlic invcntioii 
of the cartridge. SLmondi says that it took a qiiartcr of an hour to 

It r n ~  txlculatcd that “cvcry archcr might. shoot six arrows within 
the timc of loading onc muskct,” so that taking niorcovcr into con- 
sidcration the wcakncss of tho pon-dcr in thosc days, it was no 
wondcr that  the usq of tho bow and arrow was so loiig prcfcrrcd, and 
tliat tlio adoption of firc-arms mas so tardy. 

Evcr sincc tlic invcntioii of tlic muskct, all sorts of contrirnnccs 
had bccn proposed to dcfcnd tlic muskctccr wliilvt loading. Onc plan 
was to arm tlic rest with D blnclc projccting outwards to ward off tlic 
attack of cavalry ;$ this docs not appear to linvc answcrcd. rhiotlicr, 
and wliich was ndoptcd and used for n long timc, was what was 
cnllcd ‘( Sn-cyncs fcathcrs.” Tlic origin of tlic tcrm is somcwliat 
obscurc ; the defence corisistcd in a couplc of stakes fivo or sis fect 
long, to bc carried by tlic muskctccrs, and to be stuck into thc ground 
in front of thcm, aftcr the manncr of clicvaux-dc-frisc. Gencral 
Xonck, afterwards Duke of Albcmarle, in his obscrmtions upon 
military and political affairs, pfinted in 1671, rccommcnds the arming 
of musketccrs and dragoons with muskets ha\-ing swh-fcathcrs, with 
thc licads of rests fastencd to thcni. 

Dmics. Pub. 1619. 5 ‘firiicr’s Pallas h a t a ,  p 107. 

United Service Institution.) 

charge a musket.$ 

* England’s !l‘raiiiings, by Eclanrd 

t By ;\Lorliliam. (In Librnry of Royal 

3 Hist. drs Rep. It& ix, 31.1. 
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536 ON THE HISTORY OF THE 8BAYON‘FT. 

Tiicsc sbakcs wcrc carricd by muskctbcrs and dmgoons in our 
aimies until the 17th century, in fact, until supcrscdcd )by tlic 
bayonet. dnothcr schcmc was, that thc muskctccr sliould carry a 
pikc in addition to his muskct. Pikes mcrc tlicn 1G fcct long; this 
mas aftcrwads subatitutcd for the half-pike. Thcrc is a specimcn of 
niuskct and pikc combincd in tlic nrnioury of this Institution. It was 
probably an cspcrimcnt only, and not adoptcd in tlic scrvicc. 
In tlie reign of Elizabeth, tlic English infantry was divided into firc- 

firm mcn, arclieix, billmcn, and pilxmcn. We may mark horn gun- 
powder mas, not sz’ZentZy, but gradually ninlriug its may. Thc quota 
of nrchcrs grows smallcr and smaller, and billmen ilisappcar altogother 
aftcr this rcigi. In n lcvy of GOO men, in 1587, ‘‘ diott and pikcs ” 
are only ordered to bc provided. Princc Nauricc of Orange thought 
so highly of tlic pilic, that he dividcrl his nicn lialf into pikcmcn, nnd 
half into muslrctcers. Lord Orrcry, in his “Art8of War,” AD. 1677, 
says, $ 6  our foot arc gencmlly two-thirds shot and one-third pikcs ;r, 
and this l.y;ings us to  tlic pcriod when thc musketecr and pikeninn 
wcrc to bc mergcd into one and thc snine person, and tlic firalock, 
after haring been discharged, was to  do duty for tlic ikc. 

rccorded notice of tlic militaip bayonet. I say militaty bnyonct ad- 
visedly, for reasons which will appear directly. In  chap. .S, on 
“L’ordrc quc doit tonir line Armkc pour passer unc Ririhc,” tlic 
author writcs, ‘‘ WIicn I was in command nt ncrgucs, a t  I r p s ,  Dis- 
murlc, and Lnqucnoc, all tlic parties tliat I sent out, crossed tlic 
canals in this fashion. It is truc that tlic soldiers did not caii-y swords, 
but they had bnyoncttcs with liandlcs one foot long, and tlic 1)lndcs 
of tlic bayoncttcs mcrc as long as tlic l~andlcs, thc cnds of which (Le., 
the hnndlcs) wcrc adapted for putting in tlic bnrrcls of tlic fusils, to 
dcfcnd thcmsclres, wlicii attacked, af tcr having fired.”* This relates 
to tho year 1617. 

Xow, although this mny bc, as far as wc know7 tlic first wiittcn 
account of the bnyonct bcing uscd RS a defence in war, Pngsfgur 
docs not mcntion tho circunistnncc as though thcrc was n complete 
novelty about it. IIc statcs simply, ‘;Lcs soldats nvoient tles 
bayoncttcs.” Tho fact is, that tlic bayonet was not n ifcm inrcntioii 
at that time. In Gotgrave’s Dictionary7 first published in 1611, wc 
find, ‘‘ Bayoncttc, a kind of mal l  flat pocl;ct-tlagger, furnislied with 
knives, or a great knife to hang a t  tlic girdle, like a dnggcr.” In the 
4th volume of ‘‘ Le Pmd et Z‘Arenir rle Z’ArtiZZeric,” (prodnccd by Caloncl 
Fav6, on thc plan of thc Emperor7) there is a transcript of a procla- 
mation of Louis SIV., in 1660, wherein thc King desired to rectify 
certain abuscs in tho carrying of arins, thc preamble contains tile 
following statement :-“La frfqucncc dcs accidcnts qui nrrivont 
journcllcmcnt par l’usnge dcs bai’oncttcs e t  couteaus cn formc de 
poignnrds qui sc mcttcnt au bout dcs fuiZs clc chmse, ou se portcnt 
dnns In pochc, e t  par lc port ct  I’nsage des pistolcts do pochc, nous 
oblige d‘y pourroir,” &c. (p. 1G.) 

In thc memoirs of Dc Puyse‘gur, wc find what, I bn f icvc, is thcfirst 

X6moircs dc Jacques dc Chastenet, Chenlier, Seipcur dc Puzsfgur. Pnris. 1717. 
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ON TIIC IIISTORY OF TEE BAYONET. 337 

Tlius, mc learn that bcforc tlic gcnr lGGO-(and it  may linvc bccn 
rery long bcforc), down to our on-n timcs,“ tlic plng-driggey 113s 
been in use for hunting purposcs. Somc of tlic carlicst plng-daggers, 
nioreovcr, arc of n rich cliarncter, and otlicrs arc ornamcritcd ?v,itli 
Iiinting subjccts; sonic of tliem liarc G saw on onc edgc, very useful 
for forcst arms, but out. of placc for n war bny0nct.i 13uysBgur’s 
soldiers may liaw bccn tlic first who applied i t  to tlic more serious 
oficc of militnry defcncc.# 

XO\v as to its namc. Bayonnc ,was a t  an carly period rcnomcd 
for its iron morkfi and cutlciy. This, &‘first sight, would nppcar thc 
natural sourcc of. its nonicnclaturc, and this has been gcncrally con- 
ccdcd. ?de‘nagcjn his Dictionary, pnblislicd in 1GD4, has, “ B;iyoncttc, 
sortc do poignard, ainsi nppclkc dc In rillc dc naionnc ;” ant1 Voltnirc 
has immortaliscd tlic circumstance, bc it concct or not, in tlic 
( 6  IIcnriadc 2’- 

’“Cetto arxnc, que jailir, pour cle‘pcuplcr IS tcrrc:, 
Dans Bajonnc inwnta Ic demon do la gllerrc. 

But now comcs a difficulty. Cotgravc’s Dictionav, in 1611, gircs 
its, ‘( Bayonnicr, an arbalcsticr, n crossc-bowman, also n crossc-bom- 
makci..” And in thc “ Glossairc dc la Languc Romanc,” of Roqiic- 
fort, tlic word is again csplaincd as across-bornman. I t  is difficult to 
pcrccivc thc affiility bctmccn a cross-bowman and tlic city of Bnyonnc, 
and it docs not sccm likcly that a cross-bowman sliould bc distin- 
guislicd by thc hiifc, nnd not the cross-bow. Tlic word Bnyonnc is 
mid to bc a compound of two Basquc words, Zaia and onn, good bay 
or port. It may bc said that the cross-bowman was armed with n 
knife made a t  Dnyonnc ; tlicn thosc clictionarics shonld liavc stated 
the fact. They appcar to haw bccn puzzlcd about it. ‘( Cc mot,” 
s3ys Blichclct, 6c semi% kcnir dc Gascognc.9 

A lomcr ridge or projecting buttress of tlic Nontagnc d‘drrliunc, 
in tho Pj-rcnccs, is cnllcd ‘‘La Bnyonncttc.” As n mason for this 
namc it is stated that n local tradition exists, that at this spot was 
first cstcmporiscd tlic defcncc of tlic bayonet by some Basqiics, who 
being assnilcd by Spaniards, and lm-ing csliaustcd thcir ammunition, 
seized the idca of thrusting thcir long knircs into tlic muzzlcs bf tlicir 
firc-arms, and by this means dcfcntcd tlicir anta.gonists.ll But VCYC 
this circumstancc authenticated, it would not bring 11s any nearer to 
thc etymology of tho vord. 

* JIr. Akeman states in a uotc to his 
paper ,on bzponcts in tlic Arclircologia 
(~01. srrriii), that M i .  Benihard Smith 
informed him that nlicn Iic nas  at Rome 
in 1S3.5, it was thc fashion to hare plug- 
&aped lmndles for tho hnircs need in 
boar-liunting, EO as to fit into tlic muzzlc 
of the rifle. 
t Specimens of Eomc of these werc 

kindly submittcd for inspection at tho 
Lecture, by Captnip drthur Tuppcr and 
b j  Blr. R. T. l’ritchctt, F.S.A. 

1 3IarL:chd Puj-sL‘gur rccomme~ide, in 
f&t dc 1s Gucm (1, 220), “that all‘ 
Eoldicrs, instcad of sk-ords, sliodd cdry 
coefenux de riusse.” 

5 Diet. dc 1s lsnpc Frailpipe, lt59. 
11 Yldc Esqrisses el CroquisXiIitairPs, 

i r  Bcclicrcllc, 1852. - l l i c  ridge of La 
$ayonadle \va$ stomgc! and carried by 
the Allies in 1813, bcforc they gained 
the Arrhune. 
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338 ON TIIE HISTORY OF TEIE BAYOXET. 

Sotwithstanding tlic oln-ious advantage of tlic bnyolict as a mili- 
tary  capon, it ap1~cai-s for 3 time to liavc bccn uttcrly licglccted. 
Sir Jamcs Turncr, writing in 1~70, thus rccomrncnds its adoption :- ‘( TVlm muskctccrs linvc spcllt their ~~owdcr ,  and conic to blows, thc 
butt-cnd of tlicir muskct may do an cnemy more hurt tliau thosc 
dcspicablc swords which! most muskctccrs wcarl at thck sidcs. hi 
such medleys, kiiivcs whose blades arc onc foot long, madc both 
for cutting and thrusting (the haft bcing made to fit the bore of 
tlic muskct) will do more execution than cithcr sword or butt of 
m~iskct.” 

In it trcatisc on “ Euglisli Military Disciplhc,” published by Iiobcrt 
IIarford, in 1680, we obtain a description of the b~yollct, and also thc 
date of its introduction liere. IIc writes, u Tlic bayonct is much of 
thc snmc length ns tlic poniard (12 or 13 inches) ; it llntli wither 
guard nor handlc, but oncly a haft of R-ood, 8 or 0 inches lorig. 
Tlic bladc is sharp-pointcd and two-cdgcd, 3 foot in Icngth, and a 
large incli in breadth. ‘I’hc bayonct is vcry iiscful to dragoons, fusi- 
licrs, aiid souldicrs t l int  arc often commaiided ont 011 parties ; because 
that, whcn ‘tlicy have fircd tlicir discharges, arid ~ m i t  powdcr aiid 
shot, they put thc haft of it into the moutli of thc barrel of their 
)icccs, arid defend tlicinsclres tlicrcivitli, as mcll as with n part isnu.” 

b e  gocs 011 to observe, that pikenmi arc uaclcss for advanced posts, 
whcrc, in order to girc tlio alarm, it is ncccssary to makc 3 noise. 
6‘ Tliesc rcasons,” lie adds, 6‘ aiid many others, l~nvc  led to thc giving 
this ycnr ( i e . ,  1GSO) to some musquctcers, bayonets to fix in the 
muzzles of tlicir picccs when attacked by c n ~ l r y ,  thus having tlic 
effect of pikes, the use of wliicli will, erc long, no doubt, bc abnndoncd.” 
IVc Iinvc, up to this point, hcard of two descriptious of bnyoncts, 
Puysdgur’s, mhosc blndc and handlc wcrc of equal dinicnsions, cnch a 
foot loiig(P1atcxxxiii. Fig. I), and Harford’s, n4iose bladc mas 12 or 13 
inches, and handlo 8 or 0 inclics long (Fig. 2). In Uallct’s ‘‘ T r a v a ~ ~  
do Mars,” pub. in 1G85 (3 copy of wliich is in tho library of tliis Insti- 
tution) there is an engrayingof thc bayorict tlieii in use, similar to this 
last one. 

In tlic following ycnr, the forin of tho bayonct appears to liavc bccn 
sonicwhst changed, and in this country, at Icast, nn uniform or repi- 
lation pattern to liarc bccn adopted. Thcrc is one preserved iu thc 
Toircr arnioury, wvliicli bcars this inscription oiiits bladc 6‘ GOD . SAVE . 
REG . JAMES . 2 . 1GSG.” A specimen of what was the common plug- 
bayonet (Fig. 3) is in our Nuscum, and ninny arc to bc seen in the Towcr 
armoury, although 2,025 were consunicd in tho fire a t  that fortress 
iril84l.* Many dccoratc tho mnlls of the Guard Cliainbcr n t  St. James’s 
Palace, and at Hampton Court. 

This ncw spccics of arm was found  cry effcctivc, and ultiniatcly put 
pikes hors de combat. It took some years to effect this, so naturally do 
nicn seem aversc to lay wide ari old weapon-in England, perhaps, 
remarkably so-pikes were not discarded from tlic British scrricc 
in 17OG. 

* This inforuntion is derived tlvougli Xr. John Ecwitt, for whoa: rduablc 
nssistanm I foe1 greatly indcbted, 
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ON TEE IIISTORY OF THE BAYONET. 339 

In 1671, a corps tras raised in France, armcd 15-it11 fusils ant1 
bayonets, tlic latter weaponbeing carried for thc first time in a sheatlt 
alongside of tlic sword.* This mas tlic regiment of Fiisilicrs, after- 

called LE EGIMEhT ROYAL D’L~IITILLERIE, nnd tho spccia1 duty 
wIiicli was assigned to it, mas thc protection of thc grins of tlic nrtil- 
Icly. In England, thc cxnmplc of France wns followed, as was our 
wont, but, in this instance, pretty quickly. In  tlic nest year, a marrant 
was issued by Charles tlic Second, the original of which is prescrvcd 
in tlic records at the War Office:- 

‘ 4  Cliarles R. 
(6  Our will and plcasurc is, that a Begimcnt of Dragoons mliicli mo 

I I ~ V C  established, and ordered to bc raised in Twclrc Troopcs of four 
scorc in each besides officers, who arc to be midcr thc coiiirnaiid of 
Oiir most dcnrc and most entirely bclovcd Cousili Priiicc Rnpcrt, shall 
bc nnncd out of Our fitorcs remaining within Our office of tIic Ordinancc. * * The soulilicrs of tlic sc~*eral Troopcs foresoid, arc to 1im-c 
and carry each of them onc match-lockc musquct, with n collar cf ban- 
dnlicis, and also to 11n1-e and cariy onc boynet t  or grecrte knife,” &C. 

Apiil 2, 1C72. 

,‘By IIis 3Iajesty’s Command, 
(Signed) 6’ ARLISGTOS,” 

‘6 To Sir Thomas Chicl~cl~-, i\Iastcr-Gcncral of tlic Ordnnncc.” 

The introduction of a lighter fire-arm, tllc fad, would render thc 
bayonet far more cflcctivc. Thc old iinwieldy musket, cwn when 
arrned with tlic bnyonct, mas rery unequal to cope with tllc compnm- 
t i d y  light spcar or pike. Oiir first regiment of Fiisiliers (tho WI), 
mas not raised till 1G85, and its original special duty mas also-like 
the French onc-the protcctioii of the guns, and it was provided mitli 
bay0ncts.f 

Great as mas thc advantago of being abh to arm the musket or 
fusil ngaiiist a surprise, the loss of its fire, wliilc plugged in tlic 
muzzle by the bayonet, wqs, of course, a scrions one, and this led to 
n contrivance whcrcby thc soldier could discliargc his piece and retain 
his bayonet fiscd. 

The 3fare‘chaI dc Puyse‘gur (son of the YuysEgur mcntioncd bcforc), 
in the u Art dc la G i i c r ~  ” (tome i? p. 220), says that hc ‘6 liad secii 
a regiment, bcforc the pcmc of Nimcgucn, in 1678, which was armed 
with swords without guards, but in lieu tlicrcof a brass ring, aud 
another a t  thc pommel (Fig. 4). Through tliesc tlic barrel of thejfusil 
was passed. This admittcd of thc same cffcct as thc sockct-bayonet 
of the prcscnt time.” 

5 Daniel, I&t. de la Milicc Francpoise, Xritli briglit barrels of 3 feet 8 inches lon 
Tom. 5, p. 427. (Liby. Roj1. Un. Scr. with good swords, cartoucl~-boxes an! 
Ins.) BIOSETTJ.” Ring James II’s order3 for 
t “Our Royal Regiment of Fusiliers arming the Fusi1iers.-Cannon’s 

to linrc Eiinphnnco muzquets, strapt, “Recorde.” 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
L

iv
er

po
ol

] 
at

 1
9:

13
 0

1 
Ja

nu
ar

y 
20

15
 



340 ON TIIE IIISTORY OF THE BAYOSET. 

The imnicdistc~causc of thc loss of the battle of Iiilliccranliic was 
tlic impossibility of %sing thc bayoncts in timc to mcct thc impctuous 
onset of the Higldnndcrs. In Mackay’s Mcmoirs, for thc ,ycnr 1689, 
Iic says, “1111 our officcrs and soldiers xcrc strangers to thc Iligli- 
Iandcrs’ way of fighting mid embattailing, wliicli mainly occasioncd 
tlic constcrnntion many of tlicm m r c  in, wliicli, to rcmedyTor tlic 
ensuing ycar, having talicn noticc on tliis occasion that thc IIigli- 
1andcrs.arc of such a quick motion, that  if n battalion kccp up liis firc 
till tlicy bc near, to make sure of tlicm, thcy arc upon it bcforc our 
mcn can comc to tlicir scconcl dcfencc, viliicli is tlic bayonet in tlic 
muslc of tlic mnskct. I say, thc Gcncrd ( lhg l i  Ifackay) ha\-ing ob- 
scrwd this mctliod of tlic cncmy, hc inrcntcd tlic way to fastcn tlic 
bayonet so to tlic mush without, by two rings, that tlic soldicrs may 
safcly keep tlicir firc till they pour it into tlicir breasts, and then l i a ~ c  
no otlicr motion to mnBc but to push as with n pick.”’ 

The mciit of tliis contrivancc cannot, Iiowevcr, bc clnimcd for 
Gcncral Nackay, as mc ham just  sccn. Tlic pcacc of Nimepicn was 
in 1G78, and the battle of Killiccrank& ~ r a s  fought clcrcn ycars aftcr- 
nanicly, in 1G80. 

Thc cspcricncc *gained of thc cliaractcristic impctnosity of thc 
Highlanclcrs in attacking with tlicir clnyrnorcs was not thrown away ; 
and, in l74G, tlic Dukc of Cunibcrland gaincd much credit by tlic 
siicccss which ,attended tlic instructions wliicli hc issued at Cullodcn, 
that liis soldiers should direct tlicirbayoncts cacli to liis riglit-hand man 
of tlic cncmy. Tlic cffcct was that, when tlic sir-ordsmcn lifted up their 
riglit arms, they laid barc tlicir breasts to tlie bnyoncts. In noticc of 
this dei-ice, a. cotcmporary writcs :-“ Tlic sword and targct vliicli 
thc IIiglilandcrs wcrc uscd to ~ricld and brandisli, with savagc cries, 
liam proved but fccblc arms against thc bq-onct in tlic hands of 
stout and rcsolutc rncn. Tlic instiiiction given to tlic soldicrs n-ill 
doubtlcss bc cntcrcd in tlic books of disciplinc as propcr against sn-orrl 
and target.”+ 

The improvcmcnt of tlic ringed bnyonct was not gcncrally or 
qiiiclilymloptcd; for in an English ninnnal, of 1690, tlic fusil of tlic 
grcnadicr has thc plug-bayonet, as bcforc. Grosc nicntions an ancc- 
dote, mliicli hc states was communicated to,hini by Licutcnant-Colonel 
Chiistoi)hcrnIas~cll, of thc 30th ltcgimcnt of Foot, ~ v h o  had it from his 
pandfathcr, fornicrly Licutcnant-Colonel of tlic 25th Rcginicnt of Foot. 
It is to this cffect :-“Iii onc of thccnmpaigns of King IVillioni III., in 
Flandcrs, in an cngagcmcnt, the namc of wliicli lie had forgottcn, 
tlierc wcrc t lmc Frcncli regiments, n-liosc ba-jancts m-crc madc to fix 
after thc prcscnt fasliion-a contrivancc tlicn unknown in tlic British 
mny. Onc of tiicni adranccd against tlic 25th with fiscd bayoncts. 
Licutcnant-Coloncl Manrcll, r h o  commantlcd it, ordered his mcn to 
screw thcir bayoncts into their muzzles, to rcceir-c thein, thinking t h y  
mcant to dccidc thc affair point to point ; but, to his p e a t  surprisc, 

+: “Ycmoiw of thc Scottish War,” 1’. t Gent. 3Iag.” for Nay, lV . lG,  1-01. 
52. 4to. Edinb., 1533. Sco a120 Mncau- isri, 1’. 21%. 
lay’s IIist. of England, iii, 3il..  
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ON THE ’fIISTORY OF THE BAYONET. 841 

wlicn tlicy canic within n propcr distance, tho French threw in B Itenvy 
fire, ~rliicli for a moment staggcrcd his pcoplc, who by no lncans ex- 
pected sucli n greeting, not conceiriilg it possibIc tllcy-could fire wit11 
jised bayonets. Tlicy ncvertlielcss rccovcrcd thcmselvcs, and drore 
tlie cncmy out of tlic  line."^ 

The story may or may not be true, but, on sucli questionable autho- 
r; y, no reliance can be placed 011 it. I liacc in vain cndcnvourcd to 
tcst its accuracy. The history of ,tile 25th is n wry interesting one. 
It is not publishcd in Cannon’s Records, but I  ha^ had ~ C C C S S  to a 
31s. account of it;  and it appears tliat it mas raised in tn-o hours, in 
1GSS-3, and \FDS shortly afterwards sciit ‘to Flanacrs, where it took 
part in thc cngageiiicnts of the war. No mention, howex-er, is made 
of any affair lilic tliat nbow, nor coiild I find tlic name of Zicutcnnnt- 
Coloncl 1IEnswell as being in conimaiid of tlic regiment. ‘Tho Army 
Lists do not commence earlier than 1741. Tlic name of Christopher 
i\Iasmcll appears in tlic Army List of 1782, having succccdcd to thc 
licutcnant-colonelcy of the 30th in that p a r .  IIc entered that rcgi- 
m n t  as ensign in 1‘755. 

Tlic ringcd bayonets continucil’in r o p c  for a considerable time. Wc 
learn from Grosc that two IIorsc Grcnadicrs rode before tlio coach of 
Quecn Anne, with tlicir bayonets fLxd by menus of rings.t (Fig. 5.)  
Even later than that, a glossary appended to the 3IBmoircs of -the 
BIarquis de Fcuquibre, in 1735, csplains ‘‘ Bqonet, a diort broad 
d igger, ,made with iron handles, aid rings that go over the inuzdc of 
tlic firclock.” 

Tlic ncst and final impromment was the socket .bayonet, and tliis 
time tlic French do not seem to liavc been tlic first to adopt it. Narslial 
Puysc‘pr Says, lC During the mar of 168S, it had been proposed to tlic 
late king (Loiiis SIV.) to .discontinue pikcs and muskcts ; lic even 
tested tlic effects of sockct’bayoncts (Irqonettes 6 cTonillc)  cry similar 
t o  tliosc in prcscnt use, on the muskets of .his OJVII regimcnt ; but as 
tlic bayonets liad not bccn fitted to tlic barrels, idiidi wcrc of different 
sizes, tlicy mere not wry firm, so tlint in the trial which took placc in tlic 
presence of his Xajesty several of tlicm fell off in fiiing, and in otlicrs 
tlic bullct in pnssing out ’broke tlic end, so that tlicy verc rcjccted. 
But n short \vhilc after, o t lm conntrics, with whom we liad been at 
war, laid aside their pikes, and took to fusils and sockct-bayonets, .to 
wliich n-c ‘(rerc obliged to rctnrn.”$ 

This passage is curious, not alone as dcscriljing the first anys of the 
socket-bayonct, but also as showing that el-en in thc Iiing’s ‘rc,kcnt 
tlic arms \\-ere not of uniform pattern. Tlio sockbt-lx-tj-onct vss in 
general use in thc French army in 1703-4.$ (Fig. G.) Fig.2 reprcscnts 
a curious Indian bayonet with locking ring, datc 1SlO.ll 

We linve doubtless often licard the bayonet called bngonct, which 
wc*hnvc consitlcred n vulgarism only to be ridiculed; it appears, horn- 
cwr, to hare bccu so designated by authority about tlic pcriod of its 
introduction hcrc. 3lr. Merman states that in a small US. volmc 

* B!il. Ant. cd. 1811, ~ o l .  i, p. 155. 

t V01.i 156. 

$ Art. dc la Gucrre, i, 148. 
5 Ibd, i, 118. 
11 In tho pozscsaion of Cnpt. !hppcr. 

(Liby. Roy. Un. Scr. hs.) 
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342 ON THE IIISTOBY OF THE BAYONET. 

in his possession, jrrittcn in tlic Iattcrlialf of the I‘itli centtry, entitled 
6‘ Exercise of Dragoons, composed for his Ma‘” Iloyl Rcgiment, by ye 
RlIt HoiPe Louis, Enrle of Fcvcrsham, Coloncll.” Among tlic instruc- 
tions contained in it nrc: 

‘‘ handlc yor baggonet3. 
‘‘ draw out TO’ baggonets. 

“fsten theminto 10 innsselh of your mnsket.” 
mount your buggonetts altogcthcr. 

They are further instructed to 6‘ inarcli througli n towiic with muskctts 
ad\-anccd, and through a quarter wtlr baggonctts in ye inussells of ye 
muskctts.”” 

In February, 168G, the ColdstrcsmGuards mcrc supplied with bnyoiicts 
for thc first time. In  thc contingent disbursemcntsmadc by tlic Rcgi- 
nicntal Quartcrmastcr for tliat ycar is the following item : 

‘‘ For taking out and carrying of the Bcyonets for tlie regiincnt, 

Even so late as 1735, the word was so printed. (‘ Ilcrgoiiet is n short 
broad dagger,” &c., in tho glossaiy bcforc quoted.$ The fact of tho 
baggonet liaviiig bccn originally n simple rluggei*, may hnvc had sonic- 
thing to do mitli tlic corruption, and the practice of drill-instructors, 
as is well known, in all times has bccn to girc that intonation to a word 
of command which is best lieard a t  n distance. 

Tlicrc have been man - modifications in tlie soclrcts of bayoncts ; 
specimens of many of tlidn may be seen in tlic arrnouiy of tlic Iristi- 
tution. At first tlic socket was only held to tlic barrel by n groove, 
wliich r+ over tho sight of tlic firelocli (Platc sssiv., Fig. 1); tlie 
consequcncc was, that, upon bringing the muskets with tlic bayonets 
fkcd from tlic s11oi~Idcr’~ to tlic L6 cliarge,” it frequently linppened 
that tlie bayonets were tlwown off. Moreover, they were liable to 
be pullcd off by the enemy. A remarkable instnncc of this occurred 
so lately as a t  thc bnttlc of Necnnce. I ha\-e it on tlie testimony 
of an ofliccr of H.M.% 22nd Regiment, who i r a s  present in the action. 
Tlic Bcloocli swordsmen engaged tlic 22nd in fair hand-to-hand 
combat. So desperate were thcsc men, that they tore off the bayonets 
from the firelocks. In consequcnce of this, at IIydcrabad nftcrwards, 
the 22nd men, fore-warned by cspcricnce, lashed their bayonets on 
to thc barrels with cord, or anything they could find. 

Tlic following anccdotc of tho above campaign on tlic same nut1iorit.y 
is worth repenting. A Bcloocli, sword in hand, rushed at one of the 
22nd men standing on tlic bnnk of the Pulailce ; the latter, with a 
thrust, rcccived him on thc point of- his bayonet, wliicli the Bcloocli 
seized with his hand, and with the bayonet in his possession rollcd dcnd 
into thc bed of tho river. Upon seeing which, the soldicr-an Irish- 
man-cried out, “ Give nic back m e  baggonit, yc ticf of tlie world!” 

The first improvcment in tlic socket, was the introduction of a short 
spring, screwed on the top of tlic socket, the screw of tlic spring 
serving for a sight when tlic bayonet was fised; tlic spring holding 

$ “ Xdomoirs of thc Mnrquia do Fcu. 
quisre:’ 

&C.”t 

Arclircologin, sxsvii ,  p. 429. 
t Jdackiimon, npp. 110 mid 11% 
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Oh’ THE HISTORY OF THE BAYONET. 343 

011 the siglit of the barrcl as a catch, wliicli WIS tlicrcforc hidden by 
t1.w sockct. 1111 csaniplc of this may bc sccn in tlie Government pattern. 
Land Rcgulars, Gco. IV., in Royl. Un. Scr. Mus. (Plate sssiv, Pig. 2.) 

Tlic motions wcrc shorter, but 
in all cases t h y  \ocrc guided by thc sight. The spring ~ v a s  intro- 
duced undcrucatli, and kept tlic bayonct from moving forward. Tlic 
action of tlic Spring is to prcss tlic bayonct on thc bzrrcl from tlic 
ramrod. Eramplcs : Long sen-scrvicc and Light Companies. Toivcr, 
1839 (Fig: 3). 

Tlic third may bc seen in tlic liiic pattcni, 18k2. Tlic spring is 
under tlic barrcl, its action prcssing to tlic lock-side of thc bnrrcl; as 
tlic sight is rclcnscd from tlie first motion it piislies the sockct into 
the second. Thc band of the bayonet is filed away, so tliat tlic first 
sight is nlways visible at tlic lower ranges. (Fig. 4). 

In tlic pnttcrn of 1853, tlie first motion is longer than tlic prcvious 
ones. No spring is iised, but a locking-ring, wliieli is turned to tlic 
lock-sidc, passes bcliind tlic front sight, arid so fixes tlic bayonet. 
(Fig. G.) Pig. 5 represents sappcrs sword bayoiict, 1Si5, E. I. Scrvicc. 
Fig. 7 sword bayonet of Royal Engineers. Fig. 8, s ~ ~ o r c l  bayonct uscd 
with short Enficld. 

Thc liistorics of modcrn mnipaigns abound with accounts of 
6c splendid bayonct charges,” but it has been seriously doubted 
wlicthcr armies have ercr actually come into positivc collision with 
that mapon. Bodies of infantry havc, without doubt, been protcctcd 
from bcing brokcn by cavalry by forming squares and fixing bayoncts, 
and instanccs of individual attack and dcfcncc with tlic bayonet arc 
numerous.. Narshal Saxe, after describing tlic tactics of his day, and 
informill US in irliat manner battles wcrc opciied, suddenly inquires, 
6 6  iind A a t  linppciis tlicii ~ ~ i y  both sidcs begin to fire, viliicli is a 
miscry to bcliold. At length they ndvancc upon cadi otlicr, and 
gcncrally a t  50 br GO paws, more or lcss, onc or the otlicr breaks arid 
runs. Do you call that attacking?” * 

111 rcply it may bc said, tliat if tlint bc tlic cffcct of tlic bzyonct, it 
is tlic lligliest complinient tlint could bc paid to it. Surely that 
weapon cannot bc incffccti\-c, tlic vcry sight of which scares ail 
ciierny ! The late Colonel Mitclicll, however, an accomplished writer 
on military subjects, altogether rcpndiatcd tlic idea of the bayonct as 
an cffcctivc ivcn xm. In a series of papcrs on Tactics, which he COIL- 
tributcd to tlic dnitcd Service Journal in 1831, Iic says, ‘[ Tlic bayoiict 
may in full truth bc termed the grand niyst$eio. of modern tactics. Let 
any onc hold up a t  arm’s lcngtli a muskct and a bayonet, fccl its 
weight and lfnndiness, oiid look a t  its form; tlie entire of tlic v ic teg  
zi+zug iitstrztmazt measuring from butt to point G feet 2 iiiclies, pro- 
jecting at tlic position of tlic cliargc about 3 feet G inclics from thc 
soldicfs pc~oi i ,  and wcigliiiig 12 Ibs.” “Tlic British :iimy,” says he, 
in nnotlicr place,? 66 dui-iiig tlic Ycninsulnr war cncountcrcd tlic best 
troops of continental Europe, those who a t  lcast had all but conqucrcd 

f ‘I  Thoughts on Tacticq” by Lt..Col. 
Liby. Roy. Un. Scr. Inat.) 

The second was introduced in 1839. 

‘‘ MIenioiro do Conitc do Saw, p. 43. 
Xitclicll, p. 166. 
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344 

Europc. The Frcncli infantry r c r c  always reads pour fnire Ze coup de 
jlisil, but wlio c ~ e r  saw them awnit a bayonet charge?” 

Xr. Gutlirie, tlic eniincnt army surgeon, who accompanied tllc 
army from Eorica to Waterloo,, is an cxccllcnt autliority on tlic 
subjcct. “ h great delusion,” s a p  hc, ‘‘ is clicrislicd in Great Britain 
on thc subjcct of tlic bayonet--n sort of monomania, \-cry gratifying 
to tlic nntional 1-anity, but not quitc in xcordaiicc mitli mnttcr of fact. 
Opposing regiments, wlicn formcd in liic, and cliarging with fiscd 
bayonets, ncvcr mcct, and strugglc hand to  hand and foot to foot, and 
this for tlic very best possiblc rcas011, that onc sidc turns round itnd 
runs a\.vay,as soon as tlic otliersidc: mmes closc c~iougli todo mischief. 
Small parties of nmi may 11n1-c p.crsonaI conflicts nftcr an affair lins 
been decided; or in tlie subseqrfent scufflc; if. t h y  cannot gct out of 
thc may fast enougli.. The bnttlc of. Mdda is usunlly rcferrcd to as 8 
rcnmkable instance of a bayonct figlit ; nercrthelcss, tlic silffercrs, 
wliethcr killcd or wounded, Frcncli or Englisli, suffercd from bullcts, 
not baj-oncts. Woimds from1 bnyoncta m r c  not less rarc in the 
Ecninsulnr war. It may,bc, that all tliosc mho mcrc bayonctcd wcro 
killcd, .yct thcir bodies wcrc seldom found.” 

Thc list of killcd and wounded by bnyoncts may bc small, but no 
onc will qucstion tlic moral effect prodnccd by a bnyonct cliarge, and 
I firmly.bclicvc that instances arc rarc of British irlfnntry “not waiting” 
for it; 

At Pucntcs dc Onoro, in May, 1811, tlic SStli cleared tlic strects, 
and bayonctcd down tlic French Grcnadicrs.. At Ilarossattlic Preiicli 
adranccd in tlieir usual gallant manner of impctuons nttaclr, wliicli 
few nations linvc 1)ccn able to  withstand. Tlic gallant Gralmn, 
althougli left done in tlic pliin, with liis fceblc, starring band,” and 
scarccly liming tinic to form, instantly dcficd tlic Frcncli divisions. 
Thc English linc quietly waited for tlic attack, and tlien lriddled tlic 
licad of tlic column with a deadly fire, .then charged with tlic bayonet, 
and one hour and a-half scttlcd thc affair. Gcneirl Graham (aftcr- 
mards Lord Lyndoch) thought i t  ncccssnry to apologisc for thc rash- 
ncss of attacking with liis Iinndfd two cntirc French divisions. Tlic 
Dukc, hoicvcr, replied, ‘‘ I congratulate yon and tlic braw troops 
under your, command, OIL the signal victory which you gained on tlic 
5th instniit.”t Lord uill at A1maraz (from idiencc oiic of his titles ivas 
dcrircdl, with thc 1st battalion 50th, and onc wing of tlic 71st, 
attac1;cd Port. Kapolcoii, defended by 9 p n s ,  and bct\wcn 400 and 
500 Freiicli troops. Tlic works wcrc cscnhded in tlircc places, and 
tiic garrison mhs driven a t  tlic point of tlic bayonet through tlic 
several intrcnclimcnts, and many lcapt domil into tlic river from sliecr 
panic.$ 

IVc may prcsunic tliat this was wlint tlic Dukc of TVellington 
callcd u bludgcon work.”$ Again, Two British rcgirncnts (27th and 
-18th) fell upon tlic enemy tlircc separate times with thc bayonet, and 

ON TIIE HISTORY OF TIIE BAYONET. 

* ‘I ‘fl~c British 11n~ing becn tn-cnty- 
four hours undcr arms, without food, 
n-cre too crhauetud to pursue.” h’npicr, 
Pen. War, iii, 4-55. 

f Despatclice; rii; 393. 

0 Xnpier, Pcn. War, Ti, 140. 
Ibid, ;S, p p .  1GD,185. 
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bK THE HISTOJXY OF T€lE BAYONET. 345 

lost niorc tlian half thcir ova nunibcrs.”* This mas at tlic fist 
battlc of Saurorcn. Solilt took crcdit for liaving ncnrly dcstroycd 
tlic 20th rcgimcnt at tlic Iiciglits of Panipcluna, ~vlicn only thrcc 
conipnrics wcrc cngagcd. “ Lcurs pcrtcs,” lie reports, ‘: ont dplcmcnt 
JtJ considhblcs, soit h l’attaquc du Lindorcz pnr lc gdnl. Rcdlc oii le 
20mc rQgimcrit a 6th prcsque dEtruic it. la suite d‘iinc. cliargc it 18 
lnyoncttc cJrdcutCc par un bataillon du Gmc lcgcr, soit h h t t q u c  
cl’Altobiscar,”t 11. Gcncral Colc reports, 6‘ Tlic cncniy mcrc pcrccivcrl 
moving iiiscry considcrnblc forcc along tlic ridgc lcadhig to tlic Pucrto 
dc BIcnclicliurri, BI. .General Ross attackcd hini with tlic Bruiiswvick 
company and three comqmiies of tlic 20t11, all lic had tiinc to  form; tlicse 
actually closcd with tlic cncmy, and bnyoncted scvcral in the ranks. 
Tlicy lvcrc, lion-cmr, forccd to yiclcl to su crior numbers."$ 
In Cannoits records tlic affair is t1im rcportcd : cg TL lcft wing (20t1i) 
and n regimcnt of Brimswickers asccndcd to tlic summit, thc light 
coinpany and Brunsmiclicrs taking post in front in skirmisliing ordcr. 
Tlic slrimishcrs \rcrc drircn in by n wry supcrior forcc of tlic cncmy” 
(p. 43). Tlic msualtics in tlic 20th amounted to 3 oficcrs liillcd and 
G woundcd (a largc proportion of oficcrs), 2 scrgcaiits,, 2 corporak3, 
and 10 men Idled, 105 ~~o~indcc l ,  and 12 missing. 

IIfnring unfortunatcly 110 practical cspcricncc of my own on this 
subject, 1 rcfcrrcd to tliosc wliosc scrviccs cntitlcd thcm to bc con- 
sidcrcd authorities, ,and I beg licrc to acknowlcdgc tlic liindncss of 
tl-c communicntions wllich I rcccivcd. Gcncral Sir Dc Lacy Evaus 

ritcs, “1 ccrtainly linrc not’ known any instanccs of armies crossing 
bayuncts. I bclicvc that oiic of tllc partics invarihbly turns tnil. But 
the bayonct is oiic of’tlic most important of all our mapoiis; i t  
coiiibines tlic ancicnt pikc or lancc with thc niodc~n muskct or riflc. 
It incrcnscs thc confidcncc of tlic soldicr, and intiniidatcs liis opponent, 
an 1 of all the soldicrs of Europe, thc British soldicr is thc last to  
resort to tlic turn-tail pmctice, and ncrcr, unlcss undcr tlic imprcssion 
of being extrcmcly out-numbcrcd.” 

Tlic Cliaplain-Gcncral fnvourcd mc with thc following :--“Ah. Guth- 
ric is pcrfcctly riglit. Esccpt iu iiiglit affairs, in thc assault of towns, 
and mlicn troops comc eucldcnly and micspcctcdly togcthcr, I do not 
bclici-c that tlic bayoncts of infantry c w r  cross. h my own cx- 
pericncc, I know of only tlircc such closc cncountcrs. 

Onc occurred during tlic succession of actions, wliicli arc callcil .by 
tlic common titlc of thc battles of tllc Pyrciiccs ; wlicn Captain Gcorgc 
Torcy, at  tlic Iicad of tlic Grcnadicr company of tlic 20th rcghcnt, 
actually cliargcd tlic licad of n Prciick column, and drove it back. IIc 
camc upon the cnciny at once, by rounding tlic corncr of a rock, and 
his mcn did stab the lcnding filcs. Tlic column incltcd nxay fiom the 
rcar, though it  probably numbcrcd S’or 4,000 rncn. 

Tlic sccond was in  tlic assault of Sail Scbastion, when thc Frcncli 
stoo2 on tlic top of thc brcach, till scvcrnl of thcm fcll on tlic bnyoncts 
of our mcn. 

* &pier, Pen. War, d, 139. 
1- Soult to the Miuister of War. Xa- 

$ Gcncral C d o  to hd Wellington. 

pier, AD\>. 1-01, ri. 
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346 ON THE HISTORY OF THE BAYONET. 

Tho third was before Xcr Orlcans, on thc night of tlic 23rd 
Dcccnibcr, 1814; when a body of nmi bclonging to tlic 85th and thc 
IZiflc Brigade, cliargcd thc flanks of an American battalion, and drovc 
it off the ground. I had tlicil n ba>-o-onct in niy own tllroat, of whicli 
I still cm-3- tho niark; I cut down tlic man, wliosc firclock I llad 
scizccl I\-ith my Icft hand. Tlic ilumbcr of combatants on our sidc in 
this affair did not cscccd 40 ; tlic enemy, taken by surprisc, might 
bc 400.” 

A gallant old solclicr, onc of tho Vicc-Prcsidcnts of tliis Institution, 
writes-“ I haw scen many battle-ficlcls, lierc and tlicrc, and obscrvcd 
that one or two filcs liad conic into contact with tlic bnyonct ; but 
that crcn two battalions Iint-c cmr comc into collision, I do not 
bclicvc.”* 

Jomini tcstifics to tlic samc effect :-(< Ce n’est guL:rc quc clans Ies 
villagcs, clans Ics d&filds, quc jai vii dc rn6ldcs rCcllcs cl’infantcric CII 
colonnes, dont lcs tetcs sc clioquaicnt, h la bnyonncttc; cn position 
dc bntaillc je n’ai jamais ricn YU dc scnibIablc.”t 

Grky, 
Poiticrs, and dgincourt wcrc won by tlic superiority of our infantry. 
Wliy was our infantry supcrior? Rccausc, in tliosc days a t  ICOS~, 
thc foot-rldkr i n s  bcttcr treated, socially speaking, in Eiigland than 
elscmhcrc; lic was better paid, and conscqucntly bcttcr fcd. Thc 
scrvice bcing rcniuncrntivc, brought f orward n supcnor class of nicn- 
that  class which is the pridc of our country-tlic ycomcn. drclicry 
mas tlicir pastimc, and butts wcrc sct up in cvcry parisli, as wc may 
hopc to  scc tlicm again. It =as the frcc constitution undcr vliicli they 
l i d ,  that madc tlicm what tlicy were, and what wc arc. No s l a ~ c s  
would have rcsistcd as tliosc nien did. 

Thc bnyonct, although riot in\-cntcd licrc, is rccogniscd as a British 
weapon for tlic samc rcason that tlic long bow was considcrcd the 
English onc, pcrr excellewe, bccausc it rcquirccl n strong aim to  rcndcr 
it effcctirc. In a b u i k h g  strugglc for lifc or death, blood, boiic, wid 
bottom must tcll. A purcly physical supcriority gciicratcs from 
consciousncss of i ts  pomcr, n moral confidencc. Long may we liarc 
rcason to enjoy tlint confidence, so long as we usc our pomer in a 
riglitcous cause, for dcfencc, not aggression ; witliout rain boasting, 
and in firm rcliancc on that Providcncc, which has hitlicrto 60 wonder- 

 ergo qui dcridcrat pnccm, lwzparct bcllum. Qnirictorintll cupit, militcs imbuat 
rliligentcr. Qui sccundos optit cvcntus, dimicct nrtc, noii cam. Xcmo prorocnre, 
ncmo audct offcnderr,”--“ Vcgctius dc Rc B6iL” lib. iii, prolog. 

“The English Infantry,” wrote General Foy, a bittcr dctractorfroni 
tlic merit of tlic sons of Albion, ‘6 is not afraid of clinrgiug tlic cneniy 

Our gca t  battles on land l i r c  becn infantry battle?. 

fully protected us. 

with thc bayonet."# 

* Xajor Loraino White, late Slat 2 ‘I lIistorr of tllePcninsuhr Jltlr,” i, 
Regiment. 197. (Library Roy. United Scrricrt 
t Pdciadc Pdrt dc 1% GUCRC, 11. 570. 

(Library ROT. United Sen-ico Inat.) 
Inet.) 
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ON THE HISTORT OF THE BAYONET. 347 

An important cause of the succcss of the bayonet in thc hands of 
British troops may be found in the fact of their att.wking in extended 
order instead of the column formation. On this point Sir W, Napicr 
cspresscs himself-“ Tlic rapidity with which the French soldiers 
rallied and rccovcred their order after a screrc check was admirable, 
but their habitual method of attacking in column cannot be praised. 
Against tlie Austrians, Russians, and Prussians it may somctimcs be 
successful, bnt against the British i t  must always fail, because tho 
English infantry IS suficicntly firm, intelligent, and well disciplined to  
wait calmly in line for the adversc masscs, and sufficiently bold to 
close upon them with the bayonet.”* 

Tliat the bayonet continues still in actirc operation, we may learn 
from General Forey’s dispatch on the capturc of Pucbla :--“For the 
first time,” writes he, ‘ I  the Mexicans felt -the points of our bayonets. 
They gaw way before the impetuosity of our attack.“ 

The necessity of increasing the efficiency of the soldier by intro- 
ducing a system of athletic exercises lias becn forced upon thc attcn- 
tion of military administrations. In sonlc of the leading amics of the 
Continent, fhc promotion of gymnastics is encouraged by the strongest 
inducements. The practice of the bayonet in attack and defence 
prcscnts a ready means of dcvcloping the qualities of tlie soldier. 
The American General, N~Clcllan, has published n manual (a modified 
translation from the French of 31. Gomard), whose syBtcm, after an 
csamination of those of Sclnmitz, Pincttc, Miiller, &c., appcnred to him 
.&nently superior. Gomard lays i t  down as a principle, that the 
most formidable antagonist an infantry soldicr can encounter is an 
infmtry soldier ; that thc bayonet is morc formidable than either tlie 
lancc or the sabre. ‘‘ This assertion,”.says General M‘Clcllan, ‘6 may 
seem surprising, but trial will convince any one of its truth, and of 
the mnse ucnt fact that an infantry soldier, who can parry the attacks 
of a well- 3 rillcd infantry soldier, has nothing to fear from a cavalry 
soldier, becausc simple variations of thc parries against infantry are 
perfectly effective against the sabre and Inncc; e-g., the parries in 
lii& ticrcc and high quarto. . . . . It will bc proper to remark,” 
he continues, ( 6  that any system of fencing with the bayonet can, in 
service, linre its full and direct clpplication only wlicn the men are 
isolatcd or in very open order. In tlic habitual formation, as infantry 
of tho line, the small internal allowcd each file, and the method of 
action of masses, will prevent the possibility or necessity of the 
employment of much individual address; but even then, in tlie shock 
of n charge, or when awaiting thc attack of cavalry, the men will 
surcly bc more steady and composed, from the consciousness of the 
fact that tlicy canmakc good usc of their bnyoncts, and cnsily protect 
th  -:r persons against everything but balls.” 

One is glad to learn that public attention is drawn to this matter at 
home, and that the cscrcisc is now adopted throughout tlic infantry of 
the British army. A sprins practice bayonet, to cnable ‘‘ loose play,” or 
fencing, to be carried on mth the bayonet in the same manner that tlio 

* ‘i IIktoV Penineulnr Wnr,” i. 265. 
VOL. m. 233 
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548 ON THE HISTORY OF THE BAYONET. 

foil or sin&-stick is uscd to rcprcscnt the rapier or sabrc, has bccn in 
constant use in the 3rd hattalion Grenadicr Guards for ncnrly two 
ycarsj without thc sliglitcs t accident. Simifar ones arc also employed 
n t  Nessrs. Angclo’s, and somc of thc other schools of arms in London. 
Tiic bayonat slidcs frccly down a grove a t  thc sidc of thc barrel, so as 
to rcccdc wlicn it tonchcs tlic advcrsnry in n tlirust. It is fittcdwith a 
smafl indin-rubber spring, qdiicli returns it to  its placc immcdintcl tlic 
prcssurc is rcmovcd. It is the same migLt  and JcngkIi as thc rcguLion 
Enficld ride.+ It can scnrcclybc neccssaryfor mc to mcntion hcrc that 
thc baycdct and rific arc now made cntircly hymnchincry: a t  tlic Royal 
Small Arms Factory, Enficld. Specimcns illustrative of thc formation 
of tlic bq-onct in all its stngcs (and thcrc arc 49), from thc rough 
piccc of metal to t t c  poIisIicd mcnpon, arc to bc sccn in tho Muscum 
of this Institution. 

1 stated a t  thc outset that it mas not my intcntion to spcculatc 
upon tlic futurc of thc bayonet. Of courdc it re 
of yscicnce to pronouncc t l int  in tlic incrcnsc 

longer rangc, nnd the dcstructioii of life Kill bc much more rapid, so 
that whcthcr tlic bnyonct will bc callcd iiito play to dccidc the fate 
of wonvcring battalions, is d$cnlt to nnticipntc. If, lion-crer, in tho 
course of ci cnfs, this kingdom shall again bc plungcd into war, >re 
may hope confidcntly that tiic stout hcart and strong nrm niay still 
bc ours, and that tlicy to whom tho snfcty and honour of our commoii 
country shall bc entrusted, will be found to bc, 3s t h y  hitherto hnrc 
bccn, no dcgcncratc scions of those brave mcn who f.ougIit and con- 
qucrcd, and gnincd impcrishablc glory, OB fhc ancicnt bntflc-ficlds of 
Crecy, Poiticrs and Bgincourt. 

I am indcbtcd to &fr.Lntham, the inmntor of the spring pnctico bayonet 
for tliis inforuaiion, and for producing ,n B rcimen nt the Iccturc. I I ~  tells In? 
that he has slipplied eight of tlicm to tho k n r  Dcpartment, ofid tlint they hare 
bccn rev fdToumbly reported upon. 

an li thc rifling of nll6ozcch,es-d-ferr, thc attack 
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