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V. On the combined.gction o/" tVater and Charcoal in oxblizing 
.Mela:~. 13y ThoMAs GILL, Esq. 

To Mr. Tilloch. 

8 1 r t , ~ A  FAcT stated by D~'. William Henry in the last Num- 
ber of Thompson's Annals, of the oxiding o(a  metal (east iron) 
by the combined actium of charcoal and steam ; brings to my 
mind a similar effect wMeh occm'red to our ingenious acquaint- 
anee Mr. T. T. Hawkins, several years sim-e ; wh% in employing 
powdered charcoal placed between two perfi~rated lea~len plates, 
for the purpose of filtering water, found the water had become 
considerably impregnated with lead, which led him to take the 
filtre to pieces, when it appeared that the joil~t action of the wa- 
ter and charcoal had eom'erted much of the lead into a Mfite 
oxide, which interspersed with the charcoal, oeenpied the en- 
tire space between the plates, and therefore he was under the 
necessity of laying them aside, and substituting others in their 
places not liable to that dei'ect; by which metals he perfectly 
attained his object, that of employing.charcoal as a filtering 
medium~ for which, owing to its great porosit):, it is admirably 
adapted. I am, with much respect, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
No. 8:1, St J,Imes's ,q[veet~ TItOMAS GILL. 

Lomhm~ dm~. 10~ 1,~i5, 

VI. .4cco~Lnl ( f  a F,!l of Uranolvtes (A~roliles) near.,4gen. 
B q M. Dl~ SA~;r A.,,,IA_-:~. 

O s  the 5th of September 1S14, a few minutes before mid-day, 
the wi.qd being northerlv, amt the sky perfectly serene, a violent 
detonation was heard in the eommm~es of Montpezat, Temple, 
Castelmoron, and Montelar, situated in the first, second, and 
fourth arromli~'sernens of tb.e deparOnent of the Lotand Garonne. 
This unusual detonation was immediately followed by three or 
four others at an interval of half a second success[rely; and 
finally, by a rollin~- noise at first resembling a discharge of mus- 
ketry, afterwards the rollin~" of carrk'ges, and finally, that of a 
large building fitlling down. These detonations, which took 
place towards the centre of the departme~xt, were heard with 
more or less inten,~itv within a circle of several leagues. Thus 
at Agen, four lea,gues off, the}, were sufficiently strong to 

* Ann~ths de ( i~i,'nie, t.mt~ x,ii. p. 05. Oct. 181t. 
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