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cases which he would have done better to let alone. I do not deny that such 
operations may be sometimes required under circumstances which 1 will imme¬ 
diately point out; but the great majority require nothing but a bag truss.” (pp. 
839-40.) 

The operation of Mr. H. Lee (compression between two needles and subcu¬ 
taneous division of the veins) which he commends, we do not believe to be so 
simple and so innocuous as the procedure we have always followed of simply 
passing a loop of silver wire around the veins, twisting it subcutaneously, cut¬ 
ting it off short and allowing it to remain in the scrotum. There is no hemor¬ 
rhage, the inflammation i3 slight, and no ill-results follow the retention of the 

wire. 
The theoretical part of the work in general is good.thongh too little attention 

is given to pathological anutomy—the basis of all onr rational modes oT treat¬ 
ment. The doctrine of inflammation as viewed by the modern school of patholo¬ 
gists is unhesitatingly adopted in a very short statement of the main facts on 
which it is based. Be admits the “Sarcomatous Tumours” os an intermediate 
class between the “innocent” and the “carcinomatous,” although he regards 
this classification ns neither good nor likely to be permanent, “ but, as it has 
lately come much into vogue, it seems better for the present to adhere to it." 
The whole chapter on tumours (pp. 346-37G), while it deals very briefly— 
indeed too briefly—with their pathology, is an excellent practical compend of 
their clinical characters and treatment. This practical characteristic is seen 

again in his judgment on Lister’s “Antiseptic method.” While careful not to 

commit himseir to the germ theory on which it is based, he yet favours the method 

for the results achieved by it 
Some parts of the work seem decidedly disproportionate in elaboration and 

Importance. Thus, in the chapter on ulcers, twenty different kinds are enume¬ 
rated in seven pages, while the consideration of the general subject of disloca¬ 
tions is most unsatisfactorily discussed in less than two pages, and the treat¬ 
ment of fracture of the neck or the femur is disposed of in a half page. He is a 
strong advocate of the, to us, rather antiquated Desault’s or lister's long splint 
in fractures of the femur, though be alludes to the anterior wire splint and to 
Buck’s apparatus. In the latter, both in the text and the illustration, the 

counter extension he recommends is by means of a perineal band; this is very 

rarely needed, if the foot of the bed be raised a Tew inches. The mechanical 
conveniences attained by this procedure render it very important. 

A number of omissions of some importance should be pointed out, although 
in a work including the whole field of surgery they are not to be wondered at 
Thus, under hemorrhage no allusion is made to Spiers’ valuable needle. Sir 
James Y. Simpson is not named, either in connection with chloroform (the 
index reference to which is wrong), or with acupressure, nor is the aspirator 
spoken of in paracentesis pericardii. We were also somewhat surprised to see 
no allusion to Dr. Marion Sims, in the article on Vaginal Fistulae, nor to Dr. S. 
Weir Mitchell, either in the chapter on Snake-bites or Nerve-wounds, while, 

excepting a foot-note of two lines and a half on page 345, the whole results of 

our late war as embodied in the unrivalled volumes and circulars of the Surgeon 
General’s office, are entirely ignored. Some of the illustrations, especially of 
pathological specimens, are obscure as drawings, and only moderately good as 
engravings. W. W. K. 


