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This paper sees at how culture shapes human experience in two short stories: Munshi Premchand’s
“The Shroud” from India and Albert Camus’ “The Guest” from Algeria. Both the stories explore the
ISSN: 2230-9578  impact of traditional values and modern challenges on people’s lives. “The Shroud” concentrates on the
struggles of poor villagers in India and their connection to death and social customs. “The Guest” focuses
on a moral conflict during French colonial rule in Algeria, highlighting cultural tensions and personal
Volume 17 responsibility. By comparing these stories, this study considers how culture shapes identity, social values,
and human choices. The paper also discusses the clash between tradition and modernity and how people
search for meaning in changing times.
pp.44-49  Introduction
Literature gives us a way like a window into people’s feelings, ideas, and identities. Through
short stories, we see how people live, think, and interact with the world in life. Literature helps
us understand cultural identity and how people relate to their traditions, values, and
Submitted: 23 Sept, 2025 COMmMunities. It shows how culture shapes choices, relationships, and belonging. Short stories
also reveal what happens when old and new values come into conflict, connecting personal
experiences to larger social and cultural issues. Munshi Premchand and Albert Camus were both
Accepted:15 oct. 2025  influential writers who explored big questions about life, morality, and society, even though
they lived in different times and places. Premchand, writing in early 20th-century India,
mentioned the struggles of ordinary people, especially the poor, as they faced social and
economic challenges. His stories often show real village life, the impact of customs, and the
difficulties brought by modernization. Camus, a French-Algerian writer and philosopher from
the mid-20th century, is known for his ideas about existentialism and the search for meaning in
an indifferent or troubled world. His works often show people facing moral choices during
times of political and cultural conflict. Premchand and Camus came from very different
backgrounds one is from colonial India and another one is from colonial Algeria but their short
stories, "The Shroud" and "The Guest," share similar themes. Both short stories focus on people
caught between old and new ways, cultural conflict, and personal responsibility. In "The
Shroud," Premchand talks about two poor villagers, Ghisu and Madhav, whose attitudes toward
death and social rules highlight the struggles of poverty and tradition. In "The Guest," Camus
writes about Daru, a French schoolteacher in Algeria, who faces a difficult moral and cultural
decision when asked to hand over an Arab prisoner. The story explores the tensions between
colonial authority, personal values, and cultural identity. These stories are useful to compare
because they both show how difficult it is for people to cope with a rapidly changing world.
Premchand and Camus use straightforward but powerful storytelling to show how traditional
ways can clash with modern ideas, leaving people feeling lost and searching for meaning.
Through their characters, they explore what it means to be moral, responsible, and human in
societies divided by class, culture, and politics.
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This paper aims on the main themes in these two short stories: cultural conflict, the tension between tradition and

modernity, and the development of personal identity. It examines how the authors show their characters’ psychological

and moral struggles within changing societies. The comparison will also show how each writer presents the universal
challenge of balancing respect for tradition with the desire for progress and personal freedom in their own cultural
settings.

Thesis Statement:

Munshi Premchand’s "The Shroud" and Albert Camus’s "The Guest" both show the difficulty of balancing
tradition and modern life. The stories reveal how people are torn between cultural expectations and their own sense of
right and wrong. They suggest that finding identity and meaning is especially challenging when social and moral
standards are shifting.

Rationale of the Study

Cultural conflict is important because it affects people everywhere, not just in one place.

Today, many people are trying to keep their old traditions while also living in the modern world.

As the world changes because of things like globalization, new technology, and politics, people often feel confused
about who they are and where they belong. The fight between old ways and modern life can cause problems for people
and for society. Stories and books help us understand these problems. When we read about cultural conflict in fiction,
we can see how people try to change, fight back, or find new ways to be themselves as the world changes.
Munshi Premchand’s “The Shroud” and Albert Camus’ “The Guest” both show this struggle in strong ways.
These stories are not just simple stories; they have deep cultural meaning and ask big moral questions. Premchand
shows the hard life of poor people and how old traditions affect how they live and try to keep their respect in villages of
India. Camus shows, through the characters Daru and the prisoner, the struggle between duty, freedom, and doing what
is right during the time when Algeria was ruled by another country. Both writers use their own life experiences to show
how people make hard moral choices when old rules and beliefs do not help anymore.
This topic is important to me in my personal life and in my studies. | picked these two stories because they come
from very different cultures India and Algeria but they both talk about the same kind of human experiences. Both
stories show how people deal with cultural pressure and not knowing what is right or wrong. Studying them together
shows that the fight between old traditions and modern life happens in many places, even when the languages,
countries, or histories are different. Comparing these stories also helps people understand different cultures and
connects writing from the East and the West. This study also wants to add something new to the work already done in
books and culture. It brings together two writers who are not usually studied side by side. By looking at their stories
together, this paper gives a new way of thinking about how writers from countries that were ruled by others or are
going through change use stories to show resistance, ask moral questions, and search for who they are. It adds to the
conversation about how stories show changes in society and help readers think about the mix of old culture and new
values. In short, this research is important because it shows that cultural conflict is a worldwide issue, and that stories
still help us understand human struggles in a world that keeps changing.

Objectives of the Study

This research aims to understand how cultural conflict, tradition, and modernity appear in Munshi Premchand’s “The

Shroud” and Albert Camus’ “The Guest.” By comparing these stories, the study explores how different societies

handle similar human struggles and moral questions. The main objectives are:

1. To analyze how tradition and modernity are portrayed in both stories.

2. This objective looks at how the writers show traditional values and modern influences. It will examine how
customs, beliefs, and social expectations come into conflict with new ideas and changing moral views in each
story.

3. To explore how cultural conflict affects individual identity.

4. The study will look at how the clash between old and new values shapes the characters’ sense of self. It will
explore how characters like Ghisu, Madhav, and Daru struggle with their roles in society and how cultural
pressures affect their decisions and moral choices.

5. To compare the narrative techniques used by Premchand and Camus.
This objective looks at the storytelling methods each authoThis objective examines the storytelling methods each
author uses to show cultural and moral conflict. It will study their use of setting, tone, symbolism, and characterization,
and how these techniques help express the emotional and philosophical depth of their stories shaping the characters’
choices. The research will look at how the authors” backgrounds and the historical conditions of their societies, such as
colonial India for Premchand and colonial Algeria for Camus, affect the characters’ lives and decisions. It will explore
how issues like poverty, colonialism, and social norms shape the stories. Overall, these objectives aim to showOverall,
these objectives show how both writers use their stories to question traditional beliefs, explore moral dilemmas, and
reveal the universal human struggle to find identity and meaning in a changing world.
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Hypothesis

This study examines how Munshi Premchand’s “The Shroud” and Albert Camus’ “The Guest” both highlight the

tension between tradition and modernity. The characters in each story show how people search for meaning and

identity during times of social and cultural change. The research is guided by these main hypotheses:

The characters in both stories are caught between traditional expectations and modern dilemmas, which leads to

internal and external conflict.

In “The Shroud,” Ghisu and Madhav are expected to follow traditional Indian customs, but their poverty and
disappointment lead them to turn away from these traditions. In “The Guest,” Daru struggles between his own sense of
right and the demands of colonial rule. Both stories show characters facing emotional and ethical struggles as they try
to balance personal values with social expectations.

Cultural identity is shaped and challenged by societal change and personal responsibility.

This study suggests that cultural identity in both stories is always changing, shaped by outside forces like

colonialism, modernization, and new moral ideas. Premchand and Camus show that as societies change, people have to
rethink who they are and what they believe. The choices they make, whether to stick with tradition or follow their own
beliefs, show how closely culture and morality shape who we are. Together, these hypotheses suggest that both stories,
though writtenTaken together, these ideas show that both stories, even though they come from different backgrounds,
share a common theme. They both explore how people try to hold on to their identity and values when old traditions
and new realities collide.
Methodology
This section describes the approach, design, sampling, and tools used in the study. The research uses qualitative and
comparative literary analysis to examine how Munshi Premchand’s “The Shroud” and Albert Camus’ “The Guest”
show the tension between tradition and modernity, and how cultural conflict shapes human identity.
Method
The study uses a qualitative literary analysis, which focuses on understanding meaning, themes, and symbolism within
the texts rather than relying on numerical data. This method allows for an in-depth interpretation of how cultural,
moral, and philosophical elements are represented in both stories.
comparative approach is also applied to examine similarities and differences between the two works. This helps
highlight how Premchand and Camus, despite coming from different cultural and historical backgrounds, address
common issues such as moral responsibility, cultural identity, and social change.
Research Design
The research is designed as a textual analysis of the two short stories. The texts are carefully read and interpreted to
identify patterns, themes, and symbolic elements related to cultural conflict and identity. Next, the study compares
themes and symbols to see how each author presents the clash between tradition and modernity. It looks at key themes
like morality, poverty, colonialism, and personal freedom in relation to the characters and their social settings. The
analysis also examines symbols such as the shroud in Premchand’s story and the journey or prisoner in Camus’ story to
understand their deeper cultural meanings.

Sampling

The study focuses on two short stories: Munshi Premchand’s “The Shroud” and Albert Camus’ “The Guest.”

These teThese texts were chosen for their cultural richness and thematic relevance. Both stories come from societies

facing strong tension between traditional values and modern ideas, specifically colonial India and colonial Algeria.

Both authors use simple storytelling to express deep moral and cultural questions. The selection is justified by the

cultural depth, symbolic complexity, and global relevance of the themes they explore.ls

The analysis makes use of several literary and theoretical tools:

e Literary Criticism: Close reading and interpretation of language, tone, setting, and character development to
uncover deeper meanings within the stories.

Cultural Theory:

o Postcolonial Theory is used to understand how colonial and social structures influence identity and cultural
conflict in both stories.

o Existentialism (particularly in Camus’ work) is applied to study how individuals confront moral dilemmas,
freedom, and responsibility in an uncertain world.

e Scholarly Articles and Historical Context: Academic writings on Premchand, Camus, and their respective
societies are reviewed to support interpretations and provide cultural and historical background. This helps place
each story within its broader social and political context.

Analysis and Data Interpretation

This section compares Munshi Premchand’s “The Shroud” and Albert Camus’ “The Guest.” It looks at how each story

shows cultural conflict, the tension between tradition and modern life, and the search for identity.
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Story Summaries

“The Shroud”

In the story “The Shroud,” two poor men, Ghisu and his son Madhav, live in a village. They are very lazy and

don’t like to work. Madhav’s wife, Budhiya, becomes very sick during childbirth and dies. Ghisu and Madhav do not
cry or feel very sad. Instead, they sit outside and drink. They go to the villagers and ask for money to buy a shroud
(cloth to cover the dead body). But instead of buying the shroud, they use the money to buy more liquor and drink
again. The story shows how poverty has made them lose all feelings and not care about right or wrong. Premchand
wants to show that being very poor can make people forget their duties and not follow traditions.
In the story “The Guest,” which takes place in colonial Algeria, Daru is a French schoolteacher. One day, he is asked to
take an Arab prisoner to the police. Daru feels confused and doesn’t know what the right thing to do is. He doesn’t
want to follow the order, but he also wants to do what feels right. So, he lets the prisoner choose—run away or go to the
police. The prisoner decides to go and turn himself in. Later, Daru finds a message saying he will be punished for
betraying his own people. This shows that Daru is alone and not accepted by anyone. The story talks about how hard it
is to make moral choices and how people can feel lonely when they follow their own beliefs.
Theme: Tradition vs. Modernity
In the story “The Shroud,” tradition is shown through the customs people follow when someone dies. The villagers
think Ghisu and Madhav should do the proper funeral rites for Budhiya. This shows that social rules are very strong.
But Ghisu and Madhav don’t care about these rules. They take the money given for the funeral and spend it on
themselves. Because they are so poor, they stop caring about what is right or wrong. Premchand shows that when
people are struggling to survive, old traditions lose their meaning. Instead of helping, modern life makes people feel
more alone. In “The Guest,” the clash between tradition and modern life is shown through the moral and political
problems in colonial Algeria. Daru works for the French rulers but starts to think about freedom and justice in a new
way. He is stuck between doing what he is told and doing what he feels is right. The story makes us ask if ideas like
freedom and responsibility can truly exist when people live under unfair rule.

In “The Shroud,” the conflict comes from the difference between what society expects and how Ghisu and Madhav

really feel. People think they should cry and follow funeral customs, but the two men are tired of life and don’t care

anymore. Their actions show a quiet protest by the poor against a world that only brings them pain and no support.

In “The Guest,” the conflict is between the colonial rulers and the local people. Daru feels caught in the middle and

does not fully belong to either the French or the Algerians. Because he wants to stay neutral and not take sides, he ends

up feeling lonely and isolated. The story shows how difficult it is to stay neutral and apart when the world around you
is divided. It talks about the struggle between being controlled by others and wanting to belong somewhere.

Identity Formation

In “The Shroud,” Ghisu and Madhav’s actions can be seen as a way of resisting empty traditions. Even though their

laziness and lack of care seem wrong, they also show how they refuse to accept a harsh and unfair society. Their loss of

moral direction shows how cultural values break down in a world full of poverty and hopelessness.

In “The Guest,” Daru’s confusion is like an existential crisis. He tries to find what is right and wrong on his own,

because neither tradition nor authority gives him clear answers. In the end, he is left alone, showing that he doesn’t

belong to either side and must face the consequences of his choices by himself.

Symbolism

e In “The Shroud,” the cloth used to cover the dead is a powerful symbol. It represents death, tradition, and
emptiness. The shroud shows social duty but also how rituals feel useless in a world full of poverty. When Ghisu
and Madhav spend the money meant for the shroud on liquor, it becomes a sign of both their resistance to tradition
and their deep sadness.

e In “The Guest,” the “guest” represents a burden, difficult moral choices, and cultural conflict. The prisoner is a
guest that nobody really wants to take care of, and his presence forces Daru to face his own beliefs. The title also
highlights the idea of hospitality and living together, which becomes impossible in a world divided by fear and
politics.

Narrative Style

Premchand writes in a realistic and critical way. He uses simple, clear language and irony to show the hard
truths of village life. His tone is caring but a bit distant, pointing out social problems while letting readers think and
decide for themselves. Camus writes in an existential and thoughtful style. He uses few words and leaves moral
questions unclear. His work shows that life often has no clear meaning, and people must make choices without certain
answers. This simple style adds emotional and philosophical depth to his stories.

e The main characters are passive or uncertain, reflecting human helplessness in the face of social or moral
challenges.

e Both authors use ordinary situations to raise deep philosophical questions about responsibility, tradition, and
meaning.
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Differences:
1. Premchand’s approach is social realism, focusing on poverty, community, and social injustice in rural India.
2. Camus’ approach is philosophical abstraction, emphasizing existential doubt and personal moral conflict in
colonial Algeria.
3. The settings differ greatly: “The Shroud” is rooted in rural Indian society, while “The Guest” takes place in the
desolate colonial landscape of North Africa.
Conclusion
This study looks at how Munshi Premchand’s “The Shroud” and Albert Camus’ “The Guest” show the
conflict between tradition and modern life, and how this affects people’s behavior, identity, and moral decisions. Even
though the stories come from different cultures and times, they both explore similar struggles faced by people living
through change. The study finds that tradition and modernity strongly influence human choices. In “The Shroud,”
Premchand shows how poverty and social rules push people to question the meaning of old customs. Ghisu and
Madhav’s actions show a world where rituals have lost their value, and surviving becomes more important than
following morals. In “The Guest,” Camus shows a similar moral struggle through Daru, who must choose between
obeying authority and listening to his own conscience. His hesitation represents the confusion and loneliness that
happen when cultural systems clash with personal ethics. These findings support the idea that cultural conflict can
cause identity problems and make moral choices harder. In both stories, characters are torn between old values and new
ideas, duty and freedom, faith and reason. This struggle makes them unsure of where they belong. Ghisu and Madhav
lose their sense of right and wrong as their society falls apart, while Daru ends up alone because he chooses kindness
instead of following orders. Both stories show that when traditions weaken, people must find their own way, often
without clear guidance. The study also shows that the conflict between tradition and modernity is not only found in
India or Algeria but is a challenge for societies everywhere. As the world changes quickly, people from many cultures
face similar tensions between keeping their heritage and accepting new values. Premchand and Camus remind us that
these conflicts are deeply human and timeless, reflecting our shared search for meaning, belonging, and clear morals in
an uncertain world. In conclusion, both “The Shroud” and “The Guest” show that the clash between tradition and
modernity is more than a social issue—it is a deep human experience. Through their characters, the stories reveal how
culture shapes, challenges, and ultimately defines who we are.
Recommendations
This study’s findings lead to several recommendations for future research and teaching. Comparing Munshi
Premchand’s “The Shroud” and Albert Camus’ “The Guest” shows that stories from different times and places can
highlight common human concerns. Here are some suggestions based on these insights:
1. Encourage further comparative studies across cultures.
Researchers are encouraged to keep exploring how writers from different cultures and languages address similar
moral, social, or philosophical questions. This kind of study can help us better understand what people share across
cultures. It also supports dialogue between different literary traditions and helps connect Eastern and Western
perspectives.
2. Suggest using these stories in educational settings to discuss ethics and identity.
Both “The Shroud” and “The Guest” can be valuable teaching materials in courses on literature, cultural studies,
or philosophy. These stories raise important questions about ethics, personal responsibility, and social change,
making them ideal for classroom discussions. Encouraging students to analyze such texts helps them reflect on
moral choices, empathy, and the impact of culture on human behavior.
3. Recommend exploring other works by Premchand and Camus for deeper insights.
To better understand how these authors explore cultural conflict, identity, and morality, researchers should look at
more of their works. Other stories by Premchand, like “Kafan” and “Sadgati,” and Camus’ novels such as “The
Stranger” and “The Plague,” also focus on moral responsibility, freedom, and human suffering. Comparing these
works can offer deeper insight into how each author addresses universal human challenges from different
viewpoints.
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