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 ences to "taskwork." The constant struggles to prevent men
 working for two masters, and to force them to work in their
 master's shop only (e.g., skinners, p. 63, sadlers, p. 89: both
 sets of ordinances undated), show how difficult it was to maintain
 what are usually called "typical gild conditions," and how easily
 the hired man might become a home-worker if gild rules were
 relaxed. In the fifteenth century we get the skinner's " servand"
 "that wyrkys a penyworth work for a penny, and wyll noght
 be governed at the serchyng of hys work be the serchours and
 maisters," who is to be fined. He is surely either a home-
 worker or a short-hired man like those Norwich "servants " in the
 early fourteenth century Book of Customs, for whom " there
 masters are not answerable . . . for that they are not of their
 mainpast because they receive a penny a day for a penny of
 work."

 There is no evidence of permanent journeymen's organisa-
 tions, but the cordwainers, about 1435, complain that certain
 servants-inspired by aliens and other outsiders-"sine causa
 justa recusant gubernari per statuta et antiquam regulam -artis
 predicte," and "faciunt conventicula et congregaciones illicitas
 et confederacionies prohibitas . . . in numero magno, contra
 magistros suos quibus servirent, contra bonum usum civitatis
 hujus, et in contemptu regis " (p. 191).

 The documents contain abundant information on other points
 of special interest to the mediawval economic historian, but of less
 interest to the modern economist-such as the gradual dissolu-
 tion of the merchant gild, the economic position of women in the
 mediaval town, "overlap" disputes among gilds, the admission
 of strange craftsmen to gild privileges, the policy of the city
 towards runaway villains and aliens, and the close connection
 between gild life and pageantry. The modern economist may not
 even care to know that the saucemakers and sellers of Paris
 candles were specially interested in that pageant "in qua repre-
 sentatur quod Judas Scarioth se suspendit et crepuit medius"
 (p. 155). The mediaevalist, on the other hand, will note with
 interest that there was not at York that concentration of traders
 in Poultries, Milk Streets, and Ironmonger Lanes which one finds
 in so many greater media3val cities. There were, in any case,
 few trades in York big enough to dominate a whole street.

 - Profound gratitude to the Editor is linked with a little regret
 at her insistence on dividing principal sentences by commas.
 "Certain boroughs, however, as early as the reign of Henry II.,
 had obtained the right to treat freehold property in the same way
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 as personal, York was one of these, it became a matter of first
 importance that a good title should be secured," &c. There are
 many such sentences. The Index is not quite perfect, as it should
 be in a book of this kind. There are two mistakes in the five
 entries under "Clapham." But there is no reason to think that
 this is an average proportion of error, and one of the mistakes
 is only the still very common confusion of Claphams with
 Chapmen.

 J. H. CLAPHAM

 Weibliche Dienstboten und Dienstbotenhaltung in England. By
 DR. LISA Ross. (Tilbingen: J. C. B. Mohr. 1912. Pp.
 viii+ 99. 3 marks.)

 THIs little book describes the conditions of female domestic
 service in England, institutes a comparison with Germany in
 this respect, and draws some general inferences. It makes no
 claim to solve the servant problem, and very little attempt to
 forecast the future.

 The writer examines the motives underlying the practice of
 keeping domestic servants, and finds four factors at work. The
 housewife may help her husband in breadwinning, and employ
 a servant to replace her in the home. Or she may delegate her
 household duties in order to devote her time to the education of
 her children, to social work, or merely to culture and recreation.
 Again, the mistress of a house may employ a servant, or a given
 number of servants, simply to conform to the standard adopted
 by her class. Lastly, she may keep any number of servants as a
 mere matter of luxury. Between the motives at work in the last
 two cases it is; not easy to draw a definite line.

 It is clear that the practice first mentioned is economically
 productive, and directly so. The second, in the majority of
 cases, is indirectly productive, and therefore economically sound.
 In the third class of cases we are dealing with conventions which
 it is difficult to criticise. The fourth must be unconditionally
 condemned. Where the energies of women are set free for no
 useful purpose, we can only get national waste.

 Dr. Ross is of opinion that the second factor is the more
 predominant in Germany, while the third operates more strongly
 in England. She supports this view by the fact that technical
 improvements and labour-saving appliances in the home are
 immediately followed by a reduction in the number of servants
 in German households; while in England the correspondence

This content downloaded from 128.197.26.12 on Sun, 26 Jun 2016 23:10:11 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms


	Contents
	p. 278
	p. 279
	p. 280

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Economic Journal, Vol. 23, No. 90 (Jun., 1913) pp. 165-328
	Front Matter [pp. ]
	Comparative Economic History and the English Landlord [pp. 165-181]
	Dumping and the Tinplate Industry [pp. 182-193]
	The Incidence of Increment Duties [pp. 194-205]
	Contributions to the Theory of Railway Rates.-IV [pp. 206-226]
	Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 227-233]
	Review: untitled [pp. 233-239]
	Review: untitled [pp. 239-241]
	Review: untitled [pp. 241-246]
	Review: untitled [pp. 246-249]
	Review: untitled [pp. 249-252]
	Review: untitled [pp. 252-255]
	Review: untitled [pp. 255-259]
	Review: untitled [pp. 260-263]
	Review: untitled [pp. 263-265]
	Review: untitled [pp. 265]
	Review: untitled [pp. 265-267]
	Review: untitled [pp. 267-268]
	Review: untitled [pp. 268-269]
	Review: untitled [pp. 269-271]
	Review: untitled [pp. 271-272]
	Review: untitled [pp. 272-275]
	Review: untitled [pp. 276-277]
	Review: untitled [pp. 277-278]
	Review: untitled [pp. 278-280]
	Review: untitled [pp. 280-281]
	Review: untitled [pp. 281-283]

	Notes and Memoranda
	The Depreciation of British Home Investments-II [pp. 284-290]
	American Agricultural Commission [pp. 291-293]
	The General Strike in Belgium [pp. 294-297]
	The Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1913 [pp. 298-299]
	A Reply to Mr. Acworth's Review of Professor C. L. Raper's "Railway Transportation" [pp. 299-304]
	Official Papers [pp. 304-312]
	Current Topics [pp. 312-318]

	Recent Periodicals and New Books [pp. 319-328]



