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Abstract: 

         In India typically 83.3 % of the total people of 121 million people live in rural zones, mainly near 

about 70 % of India’s population lives in rural zones. India is democratic country. Where the peoples are 

live collectively .the majority of population of india are located at rural sector .The rural population are 

directly or indirectly engaged on agriculture sector for the livelihood, So the development of rural sector 

,presently government are provides various initiatives for rural and agriculture development .The rural 

development in general are used to denote the actions and initiatives taken to improve the standard of 

living in non- urban areas and villages .It aim at the social and economic development of the areas .Rural 

development policies aim to improve the quality of life in rural areas by addressing various aspects like 

poverty ,infrastructure ,and social well –being .While some policies have achieved success in specific area 

,limitations often arise from inadequate implementations ,insufficient resources ,and lack of holistic 

approaches .The programs are usually top –down from local or regional authorities, regional development 

agencies, NGOs, national governments or international development organisations. 
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Introduction: 

          Rural Development is  the methods of the enhancing the quality of life and financial well- 

being of individuals ,mainly living in populated and remote areas .The rural development was 

centered on the misuse of land –intensive natural recourses such as forestry and agriculture 

,currently ,the increasing urbanisation and the change in global production network have 

transformed the nature of rural areas .It is presently the core of the overall development of the 

country .More than two –third of the country’s people are dependent on agriculture for their 

livelihood, and the one –third of rural India is still below the poverty line .So ,it is crucial for the 

government to be productive and provide enough facilities to upgrade their standard of living 

.The term rural development that concentrate on the actions taken for the development of rural 

areas to improve the economy, So some areas that demand more focused attentions and new 

initiatives are education, Public health and sanitations ,women empowerment ,infrastructure 

development ,agriculture research and development ,availability of credits ,employment 

opportunities.  

 
Quick Response Code: 

 

Website: 

https://jrdrvb.org/ 

 
DOI: 

10.5281/zenodo.16885235 

 

 
 

Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0) 

This is an open access journal, and articles are distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons 

Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International Public License, which allows others to remix, 

tweak, and build upon the work noncommercially, as long as appropriate credit is given and the new 

creations ae licensed under the idential terms. 

Address for correspondence:    
 

  Dr. Ankush A. Motale, Asst. Prof. Dept. of Economics,  Deogiri College Chh. Sambhajinagar 
How to cite this article:  

A. A. Motale. (2025). Rural Development policies, successes and limitations.  Journal of 

Research & Development, 17(9(I)), 16-19 

 

 

Original Article 

https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2230-9578
https://jrdrvb.org/
mailto:amotale31@gmail.com
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2230-9578
https://jrdrvb.org/
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.16885235
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://jrdrvb.org/


 

Journal of Research and Development 
Peer Reviewed International, Open Access Journal. 

ISSN : 2230-9578 |  Website: https://jrdrvb.org  Volume-17, Issue-9(I) | Sept - 2025 
 

17 

The MGNREGA, RSVY, IAY, the Sampporna Gramin Rozgar Yojna, integrated tribal Development Projects and 

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojna were all launched by the government of India complete preparation instruction of 

India to improve rural people’s situations . 

Objectives 

• To eliminate unemployment and significantly reduce underemployment 

• To ensure an improvement in the underprivileged population’s standard of living 

• To meet basic needs such as elementary education, healthcare, clean drinking water,          rural roads, and so on. 

Programs for Rural Development in India  

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) was launched in the year 2000 with the goal of connecting rural areas 

with all-weather roads. Its main purpose is to ensure that even the most remote villages have reliable road access to 

essential services like schools, hospitals, and markets. The government set a target to connect all villages by 2019, but 

around 60,000 villages still remained without proper road access at that time. To achieve this, the government allocates 

a large budget every year under the scheme. Roads are newly built or old, narrow, and kutcha (unsealed) roads are 

upgraded into broad, pucca (paved) roads. These improved roads not only link villages to nearby towns but also 

connect one village to another, making travel and transport much easier. Thanks to PMGSY, farmers can now transport 

their produce to mandis (markets) more quickly and efficiently. Children can attend school regularly, even during the 

rainy season, as roads are less likely to get blocked. In medical emergencies, patients are able to reach hospitals faster, 

saving valuable time and lives. Special focus is given to hilly and remote regions, where the challenges of building 

roads are greater. More funds are assigned to such areas. The scheme also includes the construction of service roads 

along major highways to support rural connectivity. The roads are built according to strict technical standards set by the 

government, and only high-quality materials are used to ensure durability. The progress and quality of road work are 

closely monitored on a regular basis. In short, schemes like PMGSY play a major role in rural development by 

improving basic infrastructure. Roads act as a lifeline for villages, opening the way for better education, healthcare, 

income, and overall growth. The construction of good roads is a powerful step toward building a stronger and more 

connected rural India. 

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana  

             Rural development programmes in India play a vital role in improving the lives of village youth by providing 

them with employment opportunities. One important initiative in this direction is the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen 

Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY). Launched in 2014, this scheme focuses on giving skill-based training to rural youth, 

especially those from Below Poverty Line (BPL) families. The main aim of DDU-GKY is to help rural youth gain the 

right skills and knowledge so that they can get good jobs based on their interests and abilities. The government first 

identifies job roles that are in demand in different industries. Based on this, various training courses are offered in 

sectors like information technology, construction, retail, health care, hospitality, and more. Young people can join 

courses through Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs), apprenticeship programs, and other training centers. The focus is 

on placement-oriented training, which means the goal is not just to teach skills, but to ensure that at least 70% of the 

trained youth get jobs after completing their courses. To make this happen, the scheme also includes post-training 

support such as career guidance, interview preparation, and help with job placements. This ensures that rural youth are 

not only trained but are also able to start earning and build a better future. 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act  

Rural development programmes in India aim to create employment opportunities in villages, especially for the 

poor and unskilled workers. One of the most important schemes in this area is the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), launched in 2005. The main goal of this scheme is to provide at least 100 

days of guaranteed wage employment each year to every rural household that is willing to do unskilled manual work. 

MGNREGA is designed to improve the livelihood of the rural poor by giving them jobs that also help in building 

useful community assets. These include roads, ponds, canals, wells, and water conservation structures, which help in 

the long-term development of villages. All work under the scheme is focused on natural resource management and is 

planned based on the local needs and available resources. Any adult member of a rural household can apply for work 

under this scheme. The central government fully funds MGNREGA, and wages are paid according to the minimum 

wage rates fixed by the respective states. If there is a delay in wage payment, workers are compensated with extra 

wages as a penalty. The scheme has several social inclusion goals as well. At least one-third of the workers must be 
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women, and priority is given to Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), and persons with disabilities, ensuring 

that the most vulnerable groups benefit from the programme. Importantly, the jobs created under MGNREGA should 

not replace existing local labour or reduce wages in the local market. Instead, only those works are taken up where 

additional manpower is required. To ensure transparency and accountability, detailed records (muster rolls) and 

accounts are maintained and made available to the public. The scheme also includes a grievance redressal system, so 

that workers can report any problems and get help when needed. 

Successes: 

Poverty Alleviation: 

The Government of India has launched various initiatives to reduce poverty and unemployment, especially in 

rural areas. One notable programme is the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 

which provides guaranteed wage employment to rural households. This scheme has not only created job opportunities 

but has also helped in increasing the income and financial stability of poor rural families. 

Infrastructure Development:  

To support rural development, investments in infrastructure such as roads, electricity, and sanitation have 

played a crucial role in improving access to basic services and boosting economic activities in rural areas. 

1. Infrastructure Development: The government has made significant investments in rural infrastructure such as 

roads, electricity, clean drinking water, and sanitation. These developments have helped improve access to basic 

services and have supported economic activities by making transportation and communication easier in rural areas. 

2. Social Empowerment: Social development is a major priority for the government. Initiatives focusing on 

education, healthcare, and women’s empowerment have contributed to social progress in villages. These efforts 

have improved the quality of life and helped reduce social inequalities. 

3. Agricultural Development: To strengthen the rural economy, various agriculture-friendly policies have been 

introduced. These policies focus on increasing farm productivity, improving access to markets and credit, and 

ensuring food security. As a result, farm incomes have improved in many parts of the country. 

4. Decentralized Planning: Involving local communities and panchayats in the planning and execution of 

development programmes has led to better targeting of needs and more effective implementation. This approach 

promotes local participation and ownership of projects. 

Challenges and Limitations in Rural Development 

Despite positive efforts, rural development in India faces several challenges: 

Implementation Gaps: Many well-designed policies fail to deliver results due to poor execution, lack of transparency, 

corruption, and weak administrative systems. Resource Constraints: Limited financial resources and a shortage of 

trained human capital often reduce the effectiveness of rural programmes and slow down progress. Lack of Holistic 

Approach: Policies sometimes focus only on individual sectors like agriculture, health, or education, without 

considering their interconnections. This limits the overall impact of development efforts. Dependency on External 

Forces: Some strategies make rural communities over-dependent on external aid or markets, which weakens local self-

reliance and sustainability. Environmental Concerns: In certain cases, development projects have caused environmental 

damage due to unsustainable practices like deforestation or overuse of water resources.  Political Instability: Lack of 

political will, frequent policy changes, or unstable governance can disrupt the continuity and impact of rural 

development programmes.  Lack of Capacity Building: There is insufficient investment in training and empowering 

local institutions and individuals to manage and sustain development activities effectively. Uneven Distribution of 

Benefits: Often, the benefits of development do not reach all sections of rural society equally. This creates inequality 

and leaves behind vulnerable groups such as women, landless labourers, or tribal populations. 

Conclusion: 

The Government of India has launched several rural development programmes to improve the quality of life in 

villages and address the specific challenges faced by rural communities. These programmes aim to reduce poverty and 

unemployment, enhance healthcare and education, and ensure access to basic necessities such as food, shelter, and 

clothing. Many of the government schemes targets different aspects of rural development—employment, housing 

infrastructure, and support for tribal communities. Together, they aim to bridge the gap between rural and urban areas, 

reduce regional inequalities, and accelerate the overall development process in the country. 
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