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VII• Remarks on Governor Pown all's ConjeSture con-
cerning the Croyland Boundary Stone. By Mr*

a Letter to the Rev. Dr. Milles*

Read May 9, 1776.

DEAR SIR,

T always gives me pleafure when I fee gentlemen of known*
p,arts and learning reviewing any of our national antiquities,

as one has a reafonable expectation of having them better il-
luftrated; for though the modern antiquary may not perhaps be
fuperior to his great predeceffors in point of fubftantial lite*
rature, nor even equal them, yet he is porTerTed of fome very
fingular advantages ; he not'only ftands upon their fhonlders3

but is fure to.be divefted of all local prejudice and perfonal par-
tiality ; he is not to be led away by every idle, perhaps legen-
dary, ftory; nor will he pronounce haftily, without examining
carefully and clofely, by calling to his aid reafon, experience,
and probability; all which he will employ with liberality of
fentiment, as well-as with accuracy of defcription and ex-
preflion*

" T IEREF0RE,

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. INSEAD, on 22 Sep 2018 at 09:24:05, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0261340900014697

https://www.cambridge.org/core
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0261340900014697


102 Mr. PEGGE'S Remarks on the Croyland Boundary.

WHEREFORE, Sir, as I had fomerly feen myfelf the Ter-
minus, or little obelifk, belonging to Croyland Abbey in Lin-
colnmire, I turned with,avidity to Governor PovvnalPs Obfer-
vations upon it, in the third volume of the Archaeologia. And
confidering the fracture at the upper end of the ftone, as repre-
fented in the cut [a], and the hiftory of its original extracted by
the Governor from Ingulphus, his conjecture concerning AIO
and the other founders appeared to me at firft fight to be at-
tended with a very high degree of probability, and I congra-
tulated him in my own mind on the felicity of it. But, upon
fecond thoughts, certain objections againft his hypothefis have
occurred to me, which, with all deference to the Governor's
great learning and fagacity, I will here take the liberty to ftate
;to you, relying on his liberal mind to receive them with the
fame candour with which I mean to propofe them.

T H E Governor fuppofes, that as five monks of •Croyland, of
which AIO is the laft named, fettled the boundaries of the
abbey-lands in the reign of king Edward, about A. D. 94-8, the
infeription is at prefent imperfect, the firft four names being
broken off; and that Alo in the infeription,

Aio bane petram Guthlacus habet fibi metam,

muft mean the lail-mentioned monk, and confequently tbat the
infeription has been hitherto miftranflated by thofe who have
taken it for the verb Aio, or I fay.

M Y firft remark is, that the names of AIO and his com-
panions cannot, with propriety, have any place here, lince the
ftone was not erected by them, but by Turketulus, the abbot,
as is exprefsly afllrtedby the hiftorian [<£]. The five monks

were
[a] See the plate, p. 96. copied from Dr. Stukeley's Itinerar. Curiof.

] Cancellarius Turketulus . . . . jujfit cruces Japideas terminorum innovari.
Again,
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Mr. PEGGE'S Remarks on the Croyland Boundary. 103

were affifting, no doubt, in afcertaining the limits of the abbey-
lands, but the croffes were erected by the authority of the abbot.

I OBSERVE next, that the infcription is evidently intended for
z^Leonine, or rhyming verfe; a fpecies of verification which,
tho' not fo common as afterwards,, was yet not unknown at this
time [c~\. But now, if you detach the word Aio from the reft,
and make it depend upon a former part of the legend now broken
off, you will abiblutely fpoil the verfe; Aio confequently can
never be a proper name. But here it may be afked,. Can this
be a verfe, when fo lame in the metre, 0 in Aio being in fcanning
to be cut off? I reply, It may be an hexameter verfe never-
thelefs, tho' a bad or a faulty one; falfe quantities, and other
offences .again(I rules, and even againit grammar, occurring per-
petually in the miferable productions of the bafer Latinity.
This, however, is no mighty miftake, the like being found in
the bed authors.

I OBJECT further, and lay great ftrefs upon.it, that if you re-
gard the figure of the fnohe as there reprefented,. running taper
to the top, in the nature of a fmall obeliik, there could not be
room for the other four names, Clarenbaldus, Swartingus, Thur-
garus, and Brunus. One cannot imagine, fuppofing any manner

Again,pifuit tune Turketulus crucem lapideam . . . ... et in boreali partc dictac
infulae tune pofuit aHam crucem lapideam; which, it Teems, is tire crofs in queftion.
Once more, ex boreali parte crucis lapideaepsr praediclum Turketulum ibidem affi&ie.

[r.J Zac.Sylvius in Praef. ad Schol. Salemit c i v . fays, orlgo ejus vetus tt.:n-
arta. Seealfo Fabricii Bibl. Lat. ii. p. 538, et iii. in Indice v. Ltonini verfuS;,
and Mr. Warton's Hift. of Engl. Poetry in Differt. ii. The famous Epitaph on
Bedey

Hac funt in folia Bedae venerabilis ofTa,

is probably as old as A. D. 948. Archbifhop Uiher muft therefore be wrong in
thinking the firft extant example was in Gul. Pidavenfis. Ulierii Sylloge Epitt.
Hibern* p. 103. 138.

of.
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104- Mi\ PEGGE'S Remarks on the Croyland Boundary.

of proportion to have been preferved in the original figure,
that more than a third part is broken off, and yet the loft
letter*, upon the Governor's hypothefis, are more in number
than thofe which now remain on the bale, or broadeft part,
of the (lone [d]. Certainly, confidering ;the contracted fpaee
in the upper part, the pillar mud have been of a mod difpro-
portionate length,'of a height very' inconfiftent with the nature
cf a terminus, and, I may add, of a weight ill-adapted to the
foftnefs of the foil here [e]9 to receive 37 letters more than- thofe
we now read.

T H I S lad: obfervation, Sir, is founded on the figure of theftone
in the Governor's cut, and is intended to mow,'that even under
the broken and tapering form there given, we cannot receive
his interpretation. But to come to the truth of things: the ori-
ginal ftone has been lately viiited by our worthy member John
Lloyd, Efq; F. R. S. who made afacjimile of it:; and in his draught
here annext, Plate VI. the ftone is complete^' having never been
longer than it is at prefent, and is in facl: a parallelogram. And
therefore though upon Stukeley's reprefentatio.il.,one mightreafon-
ably imagine a portion of it to have been broken off, yet now
we can be fure there never were any more letters upon it than
thofe which now appear. A conclude, that though it is indeed
a (ingularand moft extraordinary incident, that the name of the
monk lait-mentioned fhould coincide with the flrft word of the

• • V

infcription, and the Governor's conjecture grounded upon it

[d] The prefent infcription confifts, in his type, of 35 or 36 letters, but there
are 37 loft. ,1 have prefumed, in making the computation, that the names were
latinized, the reft of the infcription being in that language.

|>] Turketulus ordered his croffes " in proxima folida terra infigl, ne forte
lapfu temporis per aquarum alluvionem in jlumina corruer&nf, prout antiquae crilees

,57 Ingulphust• •

was
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Mr, PEGGE'S Remarks on the Cjroyland Boundary, I
was doubtlefs very acute and ingenious, yet it comes out at laft,
that the legend having been never larger than at prefent, our
antiquaries have heretofore rightly interpreted it, and we con-
fequently have no reafon to defert them.

I am, SIR,

Your moft obedient fervatit,

SAMUEL PEGGE

VOL. V. P VIII. 03-
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