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way to the one main interest-Life. The approach is scientific and
on an evolutionary principle. The writer has imagination and de­
scriptive power and good literary style. His work may well be classed
as a modern essay in natural theology. After four years in the worst
manifestations of war this man of science "can still 'believe in a just
GOd who is not only the First Cause, but also the loving Father of
mankind", and is able to give a reason for the faith that is in hitn.
Other men will be interested in following these reasons.

W. O. CARVER.

Altruism: Its Nature and Varieties. The Ely Lectures tor 1917·18.
By George Herbert Palmer. New York, 1919, Charles Scribner's Sons.
ix--J-l78 pp. $1.25 net.

I dare say that most readers will find this a new, somewhat dis­
turbing and provoking theory of Altruism and its various forms.Be­
ginning on the low plane of manners, the author proceeds to Gifts, the
nature and dangers of which are right fully discussed. In "Mutuality",
he finds the highest form. Here he includes justice and reciprocal feel­
ing and conduct in all the social functions and institutions.

It all magnifies the unselfish life. Love is analyzed in a very cool­
sometimes one feels that it is cold-scientific way, which the more
ardent soul will resent. All the same, such careful study will do a
lot of good. W. O. CARVER.

The Lost Fruits of Waterloo: Views of a League of Nations. By
John Spencer Bassett, Ph.D., LI.,..D., Author of "Life of Andrew Jack­
son", "A Short History of the United States", "The Middle Group of
American Histories", "The Federal System", etc. Second edition,
With a New Introduction. New York, 1919, The Macmillan Company.
xxxi-I--289 pp. $2.00.

With a profound conviction that the world must now adopt the
plan of a League of Nations or go on down the road toward another
war to thwart the ambitious designs of some dynasty or people, Dr.
Bassett undertakes a plea based on historical grounds .and ideal argu­
ments in support of the League.

He begins with conditions a hundred years ago when Europe rid
herself of Napoleon and the France of Napoleon's domination and
then sat down in a too easy security to rest from exhaustion. How a
League of Nations similar to that now proposed might have given­
must indeed have given-an entirely different course to history and
averted the great calamities of a century culminating in the supreme
fallacy of the past five years the book undertakes to show. It is well
done and argues mightily for the League. W. O. CARVER.
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