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HI § 29 ut vid., B (immort. FP) \\ 25 potest om. P ||
nullum aeternvim—igitur omne animal (y.
27) in ras. A'2 || 26 ad accipiendam—omne
animal om. Bx II fruendam A-B^MV1

ferendam A3V2 \\ 27 dissoluibi**li A1 dissolui-
bile A2B1CPV1 || necesse—enim] necesset
enim B1 II

P . SCHWENKE.
(Continuabitur.)

BURY'S NEMEAX ODES OF PINDAR.

The Nemean Odes of Pindar, edited with
Introductions and Commentary, by J. B.
BURY, M.A , Fellow of Trinity College,
Dublin. London; Macmillan and Co.
1890. 12s.

THE editor of this volume exhibits in a
singular degree the originality and the
versatility that we so often find in the fore-
most scholars of the University of Dublin.
He has already made his mark as the his-
torian of the later Roman Empire from
Arcadius to Irene, but instead of resting on
the reputation he has attained in that
department of study, he now appears in a
new light as an editor of Pindar. There is
hardly a page of his work on the Nemean
Odes which does not give proof of critical
acumen, scholarly insight and literary skill;
and, if we sometimes feel that he has
strayed too far into the domain of fancy
instead of keeping within the borders of
fact, we can almost forgive the fault (if
fault it be), in our gratitude for the fresh
interest with which he has handled many a
familiar problem of Pindaric interpreta-
tion.

Nevertheless, we feel bound to admit that
a continuation of Professor Gildersleeve's
admirable commentary, or an edition of
the Nemeans and Isthmians on the same
general lines as that scholar's edition of the
Olympian and Pythian Odes, would have
been still more welcome. The editor appears
to have taken no notice of Professor Sey-
mour's Selected Odes of Pindar (1882), or
Croiset's La Poesie de Pindare (1886), while
the way in which he mentions Cookesley's
edition in the Preface leaves on the reader's
mind the erroneous impression that it was
confined to the Olympian and Pythian Odes.

As regards his relation to his other prede-
cessors, he justly acknowledges the merit of
Dr. Fennell's ' sound work ' as an editor of
Pindar, while he also pays a special tribute
to the value of his ' learned essay on the
pentathlon.' He rejects the theory of West-

phal, that the poems of Pindar are framed
on the lines of the nomos of Terpander.
This theory was accepted and worked out in
elaborate detail by Mezger in the com-
mentary which he published in 1880. Mez-
ger's own contribution to the investigation
of the structure of the Pindaric ode was
the discovery of the poet's practice of re-
peating ' some particular word in the same
verse and foot of different strophes' or
epodes, and of indicating thereby ' some
connexion in thought between two separated
parts of the ode.' This law of verbal
responsions is accepted without reserve by
Mr. Bury, who has carried the principle still
further by showing that, besides these for-
mal and emphatic responsions, the poet often
indicates the train of his thoughts by verbal
echoes in any portion of his poem inde-
pendently of the metre-. The habit of
listening for these echoes has apparently
produced in Pindar's latest interpreter an
almost undue susceptibility to the effects of
sound, even in cases where the sound is sug-
gestive of something completely outside the
poem itself. Thus in a passage in the
Eighth Pythian, written in honour of an
Aeginetan, soon after the conquest of Aegina
by Athens (B.C. 457), he finds what he
describes as ' an interesting instance of
an etymological allusion.'

The victor who had won his laurel wreath in
wrestling had thrown four competitors ; and of these
defeated men it is said that they did not return home
to be welcomed by the smiles of their mothers, KOTOI
\a v pa s x°P®v andopot nrwGffovTt (rvfj.<t>op(£ SeSay-
fitvoi, ' they cower aloof from dances, in lanes.' The
expression is strange ; but it wins significance if we
suppose that one at least of the wrestlers was an
Athenian, and that Xavpas alludes to the silver mines
of Laurium—Aavpiov being really a diminutive of
\avpa. The suggestion, then, covertly expressed is
this : an Aeginetan has vanquished an Athenian in
wrestling; well, let the the Athenian skulk in those
mines, the source of the strength of his country-
men.'

Now, there is nothing to prove that there
was a single Athenian competing in this
particular contest. But, even assuming
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there was, there is something exceedingly
odd in the notion of the Athenians hiding
themselves in their silver-mines in their
mortification at an Aeginetan victory.
Again the mines were worked by slaves.
Why should the defeated competitors (who
were necessarily free men),—why should
their friends or countrymen, ' skulk in the
mines' t And how can Laurium be ' a
diminutive of \avpa' 1 A hillside pierced by
a multitude of shafts and passages cannot
be described with accuracy as a little \avpa.
And, lastly, why should the Greek for
Laurium be printed Aavpiov, instead of
Aavpiov or (better still) Aavpeiov %

Similarly, in N. ii 14, "Exi-top AtavTos
aKovcmv is fancifully interpreted : heard Ajax
like a rushing wind ; Aias by virtue of his
name being conceived as a blast (OLTJ/JLL)', and
tbis although Pindar elsewhere finds in Atas
an echo of CUCTOS. In the present passage,
though the editor believes &KOVO-£V to be
sound, he suggests tKovaev ( = iKmj(Tev from
KOS> = alcrOdvo/jLai). Aga in , in iT. vi , we a r e
told that Pindar is playing upon the names
of epa and cua, that ipard and epvta have a
mysterious connexion with epa, and that
even Sacr/aois contains the Earth-omen of Da
or Damater (Demeter). So also, in J\̂ . vii
37, in the description of the return of
Neoptolemus, ' he missed Scyrus strongly
suggests deviation from a paved road, a
68os <r K v p <o T a ' !

The Introduction is divided into three
chapters, (1) The Interpretation of Pindar,
(2) The Construction of the Pindaric Ode, and
(3) The Text. At the end of the first chap-
ter, we have a striking description of the
Hellenic spirit as embodied in the poems of
Pindar:—

A divinity crowned vrith flowers is a happy image
for the spirit which presided over ' the delightful things
in Hellas' and illuminated Pindar's imagination.
By the shores of the midland sea, not yet ' dolorous,'
were raised, under a really benignant breath, palaces
of music, shining afar, and statues of ivory and gold.
Haggard forlorn faces, wizened forms did not haunt
the soul, nor were there any yearniugs to heavenward,
Grace, which maketh the ways of men soft, (0. i 30)
being arbitress there with undivided right and
' crowned with flowers ' in those bright pagan
borders.

Such a trivial word as ' really' (a word
that occurs far too frequently in this book)
is perhaps out of place in such a context ;
and the description as a whole is not dis-
tinctively suggestive of the spirit of Pindar.
It recalls far more the general tone and even
some of the phrases of Schiller's Gb'tter
Griechenlands, e.g.

' Schdne Welt, wo bist du ? Kehre wieder,
Holdtis Bliituenaller der Natur.'&c.

The chapter On the Text incidentally
describes Moschopulos and Triclinius as
' students of the fifteenth century.' It
would be more correct to place them in the
early part of the fourteenth century.
Manuel Moschopulos, a pupil and friend of
Maximus Planudes, and a contemporary of
Thomas Magister, lived under the second
Emperor in the dynasty of the Palaeologi,
Andronicus II (1282—1328); similarly
Demetrius Triclinius who lived (probably at
Constantinople) in the beginning of the
fourteenth century, was one of the most
eminent scholars in the age of the earlier
Palaeologi. Mr. Bury has apparently con-
founded the date when these scholars
actually lived with the century in which
most of the extant MSS of the ' Triclinian'
and ' Moschopulean ' recension were copied.
Towards the close of the same chapter, the
study of Pindar's verbal responsions sug-
gests to the editor an alteration in the
Tenth Pythian, 1. 38, MoTcra 8' OVK arc-oSa/tei
rpoVois iirl (r<f>i.Tf.pouTi. rpoVois is here
altered into irpdVois, ' echoed in irpe-n-ei (1. 67).
irpoVos is formed from irpiirw, as rpoVos from
Tpe?r(o.' irpoVois is interpreted to mean rites
or solemnities. The word is not to be found
in any of the lexicons,—not even in Hesy-
chius. A propos of this rash innovation, the
editor discusses the principles underlying all
such proposals for the correction of ancient
texts, and sums up in favour of this par-
ticular suggestion; but he frankly admits
that different minds will always estimate
differently the amount of evidence required
to render such a conjecture probable.

Mr. Bury has introduced not a few con-
jectures of his own in the text of this
edition. It is only fair to say that in tex-
tual criticism he resolutely sets his face
against merely plausible guesses which fail
to explain the origin of the corruption.
Accordingly many of his emendations, even
when they fail to command our consent, are
instructive as examples of a generally sound
critical method. The principal alterations
which I have observed are the following.

In N. i 48, he proposes e« 8' ap arkarov
•JTEXOS (for /3e'Aos or 8tos) irXa^e yuvaiKas.
7T<EAOS is ' re la ted t o -n-iXiap', and Hesych ius has
ire\os- [liya, TzpdtTTiov. I n 1. 66, TTIXKTUV
(Aeolic for Ttlativ) fnopov, instead of 8aio-eiv,
' would give many of them a draught of
direst doom to drink.' In 1. 46, accepting a
conjecture by Schmidt, he prints dŷ o/icVois
Se ^pdju.05 (for xpo^Ov ^v\^ <x7re7ri'euo*€v /xcAcwv
acfxxTuiv, ' as they were throttled, the breath
of life left their unutterable limbs in a
gurgling hiss.' ' For p̂o/AO9 see Hesychius.'
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As it is not likely that any large number of
those who use this edition will have Hesy-
chius at hand, his evidence (such as it is)
should have been set forth in full thus :

op/irj, 6pd(ro<s.

8e

/
In iii 56, he reads dyXaoKpavov p

Ovyarpa (for dyXaoKoXirov or ayXaoKapirov),
three MSS having dyXaoKapvov.

In iv 65-68, the marriage of Peleus and
Thetis is thus described :
lya/tev tyiOpovwv fiiav N?7p€i8(ov
tTSev 8' CVKVKXOV cSpav,
Tas ovpavov /?aa"iA,»}es TTOVTOV T l<j>e£6[ji.evoi
S5pa Kal /cpaYos i£v<f>avav (for )

yy
(' wove, as their gifts, a web of sovereignty
to devolve upon his race ').

Mr. Bury might have defended his in-
genious proposal by quoting Catullus 64, 303
where the gods are similarly described as
taking their seats at this marriage, niveis
Jlexerunt sedibus artus, while the Parcae spin
the thread of destiny (cf. i£v<j>avav) for
Peleus and Thetis, singing as the refrain of
their song : currite ducentes subtemina, currite
fusi.

I n iv 93 , h e p r i n t s rbv Euc£dV>?s iOeXwv
ye/MuosxpoTrdYtop | dei(reTai(p8ifiivoii{io{ whom
E. will be full fain to sing to the dead '),
instead of the unmetrical line 6 o-os aeia-erai,
irai. In 1. 91 Ta 8' avros av TIS lay (subj. of
l<Tafii), ins tead of av TIS TVXV-

I n v 43 , t he MSS. have : rp-oi fierai^avTa KOX
vvv reos /ictrpios dydXXei KCLVOV ofiocnropov ZOvos
UvOeas. Mr . Bury ' s t e x t is : 'Ia-0/j.ol T
ai'£as avra' Kal vvv reos yuaTpcas dydXXd Ktivov
o[t.6<riropov Wvo<;, HvOia.

I n vi 6, for iroTjiios avriv' typatf/e p /
-irorl CTTaO/iav, Mr. Bury pr in t s 7rdr/x.os a
TLV eypaif/e KTX. I n 1. 18 tpvea
<tTo<T(rev> air* 'AX<j>eov. I n 1. 50
'A^iXei><s <t>ave ^afia^e <ca/3as a<$> apfidrwy. I n
1. 64 to"ov criroi/ju (for €iiroi/xC).

In vii 19, 6avd.rov Trapos a-fia (for Trapa
(Tafia) veovrai, ' hie together to the presence
of death.' 1. 22 Trorara <'ym£i> iux\ava (for
re or ye). In 1. 31, a difficult passage is
thus punctuated and translated : riixa. Si
yivtrai, S>v Otbs afipbv av£u Xoyov reOvaKOTiov
fioaOotov, TOI irapa fniyav o/j.<paXbv ivpvKoXwov
fxoXov X#OJ/OS, ' but those have honour, whose
fame a god causes to wax fair and fine, even
the dead warriors, who came to the great
navel of large-bosomed earth.' 1. 36,
IKOVTO 8' t i s 'E(j>vpav irXay e v r e s ( 2 a o r . of

irXd£<o), 'driven from their course.' 1. 68,

fiaOiov Se TIS dv e pel (for av kpel), el Trap'
fieXos €p^o/xat xj/ a y i o v oapov kvveirtov.

Ew£cvt'8a TraTpoOe Stoycycs, vito^ivvta
fir] rkp/xa Trpojias OLKOVO' &T€ xaXKOTrdpaov opaat
#oav yXGxraav, os k K cr eir e/jn[/ ev (for
e^eTT€fx,ij/ev) TraXaLcr/xdnov
av^eva /cat crOevos dSiavrov, aW<»va irpiv deXtta

yvlov kfureo-elv (vii. 70).
This difficult passage is translated and

explained as follows: ' Sogenes, of
Euxenid clan, I swear that I overstepped
not the line when I propelled thy swift
tongue like a bronze-tipped spear which
released thy neck and thews from the sweat
of the wrestling-bouts, ere thy body met
the rays of the burning sun'. . .' An
opponent of Sogenes transgressed the line
beyond which he should have stood and was
disqualified from event, in which perhaps
he hoped to win. He consequently retired
from the competition and Sogenes was
released from the necessity of contending
with an additional adversary, probably a
dangerous adversary, in the wrestling.'

In 1. 85, Mr. Bury proposes era for k/jux.
I n viii 2, Trapdevrjiois veois for are Trap$evrfCoi<s.
lb. 40 <os ore 8ev8peov oivas (for d'to~crei). I n
ix 24, (r^t(rats-..Kpvi/'' av8p' aft UTTTOIS (for
Kpv\j/ev 8' a/J.' tTTTrois). I n ix 47 ov Tropcrio
<.tropoli TIS>- for ovKeri (or !<rn) Trdpcru.

x 5, TroAAa 8' AlyvTTTti) ' I o) KTi<rev (for
KaTiOKuroev) acrrr]. 1. ol, t<perrei l o r eirerai.
1. 4 1 , viKa<j)Opiais yap irais Upocroio TOS'
hnroTpo<f>ov OLCTTV 8dXrj<rev for v. y. ocrats 'nrrro-
Tporpov acrrv TO Upoira. 1. 48, Trap Aios 6rJKe
86iiua (for 8p6/juo). 1. 60, dica for al)(fia. 1.
75, OepfJia. rkyytov Sdxpv' 3,/j.a trvoi/a^ats for
Oepfta. 8e riyywv Sa/cpva (rrova^ais. 1. 84,
avros oiKelv alros OiXvfnrov OeXeis for OVTOS
"OXvfjurov iOeXeis. I n xi 13, Trepafievaerai
(for Trapafitvarerai, and ib. 17, kiraweliOai for
alvexuOai. I t is impossible to discuss all
these suggestions in the present notice, but
some of them deserve the careful considera-
tion of all who are interested in the restora-
tion of the poet's text.

In an author like Pindar, the criticism of
the text and the interpretation and illustra-
tion of its meaning are almost inextricably
intermingled, and the present editor has
wisely made no attempt to separate these
two elements in his commentary. I t would
be easy to quote from his pages numerous
examples of perspicuous translation as well as
of lucid exposition, e.g. the note on N. i 24,
XeXoy^e Se /xe/x</>oyu.evois kaOXovs vStop Kairvw
(pepeiv, ' But he hath won good friends to
quell as with water the smoke of envious
cavillers ' ; also that on vii 93, «m Terpdo-
poionv S>@' apfidriav ijryols kv Te/xifeacn 86jJ.ov
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^ Ttaiis, a/iupoTepas liav ^cipos, ' Fo r he h a t h
his house at the precincts of thy temples,
which face him, like the yoke-arms of a
four-horsed chariot, on either hand as he
goeth forth.' In ii 10, Icrn 8' eoucos opeiav
ye ILe\eia8(i>v fir) TT]X69ev 'Oap tW aveifrOai ( ' I t
is meet that the Mountaineer (Orion) should
rise at no long distance from the Mountain
Maids, the Peleiads'), the mention of the
Pleiads is ingeniously explained as an allu-
sion to the seven victories won by the
Timodemidae at Nemea. The parallel pas-
sages quoted in the commentary are judici-
ously selected and are generally sufficient
for their purpose. But on If. iv 18,
kiirapav—'A0avav, one misses a reference to
the well-known fragment of Pindar pre-
served in the scholia on Aristophanes : S> ral
Xurapal Kal iooTe<£avoi Kal aoiSifioi, 'EAAaSos
ipuo-fw., fcAewat 'A0avai. Again, the twice-
repeated comparison between families that
are distinguished in alternate generations
and fields that are productive in alternate
periods of time (JV. vi 9 and xi 40),
might have been illustrated by a somewhat
less familiar passage in the Rhetoric of
Aristotle, ii 15 § 3, <f>opa ydp TIS i<mv ev
TOIS yivecnv avhpSnv wcnrep iv rots Kara j^copag
yiyvofiivoK, Kal iviore av y ayaOov TO yevos,
iyyivovrai. 8ia TWOS xpovov aVSpes irepmoi,
KOLiriUTa iraKiv ava$i8a>Giv.

Mr. Bury's first thoughts are sometimes
better than his second, \j/€vSa yap fjirivoia
TTJV yvi>p.rjv. Thus in N. i 13, trireipi vvv
ayXa'tav Tiva vd<r<o, oTreipciv is naturally under-
stood as spargere and the line is thus trans-
lated : ' fling then something of beauty over
the island.' In an additional note it is
suggested at some length that a-ireipetv may
originally have meant ' to set in order, to
range' and we thus get a new rendering :
' twine a bright wreath of song for the
island.' But by the time the editor reaches
1. 18 iroWiov €Tr€J3av Kaipbv ov ij/tv8ei /SaAcov,
which he interprets, ' I have found meet
matter for many praises without flinging one
false word,' he has his misgivings as to his
' somewhat bold explanation of a-irelpe,' and
virtually withdraws it,—(at yap rptVat irou
<j>povTi8es (ro^xoraxai). It would surely have
been better to strike out the additional note
altogether. It ends with a misprint, eipe for
tlpe. Such misprints, however, are exceed-
ingly few, as the book has been printed
with commendable care by the Cambridge
press. The only slips worth noticing are on
N. x 29 (p. 203) tenere (for temere) precor as

a translation of irapaireio-ftu, and on the
very next page : ' Dissen owns that iireo-Oai
with a dative verisimile non est.' Either
' dative ' is a mere slip of the pen for ' accu-
sative,' or it may be conjectured that the
original note in Mr. Bury's manuscript ran
as follows: ' Dissen owns that hrtcrOai
<with an accusative, in the same sense
as iireir6ai> with a dative, verisimile non
est.' If so, this is an interesting instance of
' parablepsia' on the part of a modern com-
positor, who is apt to make mistakes that
are sometimes analogous to those of an
ancient copyist.

It is a matter of surprise that an editor
of the Nernean Odes should have not thought
it worth while to supply us with an intro-
ductory account of the Nemean Games. He
says nothing of the scene of the contest,
which is so admirably described in Clark's
Peloponnesus (pp. 60—64). He never dis-
cusses the ^identification of the plant which
supplied the victor's crown. He i9 content
to render <re\ivov by the customary and
merely conventional equivalent, ' parsley '
(petroselinon sativum) ; whereas there is
every reason to believe that it is the ' wild
celery' (apium graveolens). Both plants
belong to the same tribe, the umbelliferae ;
' parsley ' and ' celery ' are both derived
ultimately from criXivov; but any one who
examines the coins of Selinus, as figured in
Imhoof-Blumer's Tier und PfianzenbiUer ix
9—12, vi 8, and elsewhere, will recognise
that it is the ' wild celery,' with its leaves
parted into three portions with irregularly
serrated edges, that most closely resembles
the plant on the coins.

These, however, are unimportant omissions
in a work that, in spite of many extrava-
gancies of fancy, attains on the whole, a high
standard of completeness. At the close of
the Ninth Nemean the poet prays that ' by
the aid of the Graces, he may shoot very
near to the mark of the Muses.' We may
be permitted to borrow the language of the
editor's criticism on this passage when we
add that it appears to be characteristic of
Pindar's latest exponent, to desire, like
Pindar himself, ' not perfection, but only a
close approach thereto ; yet if we judge that '
in a work of undoubtedly lofty aim he has
shot very near to the mark, ' we shall hardly
transgress seriously the limit of even Greek
moderation' (p. 106).

J. E. SANDYS.


