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by Professor Elmer Gates, of Washington, on ‘ Im-
mortality from New Standpoints.’

Dr. W. T. Harris (a Philosopher) says: ‘I have
felt as certain about the immortality of the in-
dividual as I have about the truths of mathe-

matics.’

Cardinal Bantandier, of Rome, says that

he has never seen a serious argument used against
the moral argument for a life to come; and the
moral argument is, ‘Every sin deserves a punish-
ment, and every deed of virtue must bear its reward.’

The Reading of Scripfure in (Public Worship.

A CYCLE OF OLD

TESTAMENT

REVELATION.

By TtHE REv. A, NormMaN Rowranp, M.A., LLONDON.

REecENT correspondence in THE EXPosITORY
Tines has revealed a certain dissatisfaction with
the haphazard treatment of the Bible in the public
worship of most of the Nonconformist churches.
The remedy for this, in my judgment, is not a
lectionary, i.e. a set series of /essons, whether arranged
on traditional or more historical lines; but a cycle
of the chief swdjects of revelation with a choice of
illustrative readings.

In the following selection there is an attempt to
provide a scheme which, on the one hand, does
not fetter the freedom of the service or interfere
with the Initiative of the preacher; but, on the
other hand, recognizes the value of the Scriptures
as their own best spokesman, and gives them the
lead, as it were, in setting forth the revelation
of God. It might also be used with advantage
in family worship.

The cycle consists of ten subjects, which fairly
cover the great themes of the Bible so far as they
are given us in the Old Testament, and under each
heading is grouped, on an average, some fourteen
classical passages, drawn from almost all the
canonical books, but most abundantly, of course,
from those that are of greatest devotional value.

It is suggested that for the sake of continuity
these should provide the first morning lesson,
unless there is a special reason for postponing one
or another to the evening service. The ten lessons
would thus account for a quarter of the year,
allowing for occasional absences of the minister.

The benefits to be derived from such a plan are
considerable, as I have found from experience.
It gives to the Scriptures primacy in worship, and
the opportunity, as it were, of unfolding their own
case. There is an assurance, too, that all the
notes of Biblical truth will be sounded, and its

!

spiritual gatholicity represented in spite of the
idiosyncrasy of the preacher.

And from the preacher’s point of view there is
plenty of scope for choice, because it is the subject

and not the lesson that is settled for him.

At the

same time, although there is no necessity for the
selected lesson to dictate the morning text, it very
often affords a welcome suggestion, and saves the
preacher from groping for a clue.

With this brief explanation and apology, I
venture to commend the use of this scheme to my
brethren in the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.

1. T%e traces of God in
Nature.
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2. God's care of His people.

Gn 8. In natural disaster.

5y 24197%, In domestic con-
cerns.
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career.

Ex 147%. The Red Sea.
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people.

Is 451%. Control of events.
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beginning,.

Ps 91. *The shadow of the
Almighty.’
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* Tt is as difficult to class this passage as to characterize

the entire book.
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4. Man’s disobedience and
God’s wrath.
(a) Social—
Ex 3216 1528,
Am 5.
Hos 4112, Ps 1417,
Is 1.
Mic 2111 Pg 1217,
Jer gi-t-10-31,
» S
Hab 21-%,
Is 59.
Mal 277 318,
Ps 10.
(B) Personal—
Gn 3\,
I S 285—‘.‘0 311-(3'
2 S 1213,
1 K 12114,
b 13TV

5y 2110,

5. The mysteries of life.

Gn 40. Our unequal lots.
Ru 1. The pain of parting.
2S5 18%-¥ 1918, Paternal griel.
2 K 2118 The prophet’s
mantle.
Is 389, I's 39. The shadow
of death.
La 1177 1236 319-%6 Forsaken
and fallen.
Est 3111 61112 The wheel of
fortune.
Hal 13- 12-17 3144 The silence
of God.
Job 1. The meaning of trial.
s 7. Our infirmity.
y»» 19. A plea for pity.
»» 23. In the crucible.
Ec 11719 1214, The broken
pitcher.
Ps 42. 43. Remembering
happier things.
s 73. The delay of retribu-
tion.
5» 90. Our transient life.

6. The need of repentance.
2Ks.
Hos 6. 14.
Jer 31154,
Is 55.
1y 631719 64112,

Lzl 18132,

Jon 3. 4. |
Dn gl-lo- 18-,

Ps 32. 130.
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7. God's call to the individual.

Gn 12171517 1710 (Abraham).
, 281019 32231 (Tacob),

Ex 3114 331220 (Moses).

Jos 1 (Joshua).

1 S 3 (Samuel).

1 K 19 (Elijah).

Am 711 (Amos).

Is 61713 1115 (Isaiah).

Jer 1419 13117 (Jeremiah),

Ps 40'!7 (Anon.).

Ezk 1114 2628 51. 2 (Fzekiel).

Ps 36. 23 (Anon.).

Dn 10 (Daniel).

Ps 103 (Anon.).

S. The way of wicarious
sacrifice.

(a) Ceremonial—
Ex 127142,
" 2933—-"5
Lv 162,
Nu 151781,
(3) Personal —
Gn 1816-85,
22
, 22,
Ps 891547,
Ex 3271 205,
Jer 15.
Is 521815 53112,

30141().

9. Mai’s response to God.

‘Ex 17113, Nu 21%? (Moses).
Nu 131+ 2 %8 14110 (Calely).
Jg 6717773 (Gideon).

1S 1% 111115 (Saul),

by 171734 350 (Dayid),

1 K 182-% (Lljjah). *
2 K 68 (Elisha). :

22118 2314 (Tosiah).
Jer 3711-21 38113 (Teremiah).
Ps 25 (Anon.).
Ez 3 (Joshua and Zerubbabel).
Neh 2 (Nehemiah).
Job 29 (Job). I

Ps 27 (Anon.).
Dn 6% (Daniel).
Ps 11619 (Anon.).
s> 119118 (Anon.).
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10. The better time coming, }: 201'1.1, Zeph 317, !
Mic 418 527, ,» 60.
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Aggngf Chapters and Lists in whick they occur,
Gn 11 34 8% 127 15, 17. 188 22% 24° 287 32. 40° 45
Ex 37 128 14° 179 20° 298 30. 32% 337,
Lv 168,
Nu 137 14. 158 21° 325
Dt 6% §* 10° 135, 30% 322
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Je 6.
Ru . 1%,
1S . 37 10" 11. 17" 284 31
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1 Ch 16,
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Ezk . 17 180 330 34° 3770
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Hos . 4% 68 14
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Mal . 3%
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