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by Professor Elmer Gates, of Washington, on Im-
mortality from New Standpoints.’

Dr. ~V. T. Harris (a Philosopher) says : ‘ have
felt as certain about the immortality of the in-

dividual as I have about the truths of mathe-

matics.’ Cardinal Bantandier, of Rome, says that
he has never seen a serious argument used against
the moral argument for a life to come; and the
moral argument is, ’ Every sin deserves a punish-
ment, and every deed of virtue must bear its reward.’

The Reading of Scripture in Public Worship.
A CYCLE OF OLD TESTAMENT REVELATION.

BY THE REV. A. NORMAN ROWLAND, M.A., LONDON.

RECENT correspondence in T~3E EXPOSITORY

TiMES has revealed a certain dissatisfaction with
the haphazard treatment of the Bible in the public
worship of most of the Nonconformist churches.
The remedy for this, in my judgment, is not a

lectionary, i.e. a set series of lessoiis, whether arranged
on traditional or more historical lines ; but a cycle
of the chief sul~-ec-ts of revelation with a choice of
illustrative readings.

In the following selection there is an attempt to

provide a scheme which, on the one hand, does
not fetter the freedom of the service or interfere
with the initiative of the preacher ; but, on the

other hand, recognizes the value of the Scriptures
as their own best spokesman, and gives them the
lead, as it were, in setting forth the revelation
of God. It might also be used with advantage
in family worship.
The cycle consists of ten subjects, which fairly

cover the great themes of the Bible so far as they
are given us in the Old Testament, and under each
heading is grouped, on an average, some fourteen
classical passages, drawn from almost all the

canonical books, but most abundantly, of course,
from those that are of greatest devotional value.

It is suggested that for the sake of continuity
these should provide the first morning lesson,
unless there is a special reason for postponing one
or another to the evening service. The ten lessons
would thus account for a quarter of the year,

allowing for occasional absences of the minister.
The benefits to be derived from such a plan are

considerable, as I have found from experience.
It gives to the Scriptures primacy in worship, and
the opportunity, as it were, of unfolding their own
case. There is an assurance, too, that all the

notes of Biblical truth will be sounded, and its

i spiritual catholicity represented in spite of the

I idiosyncrasy of the preacher.And from the preacher’s point of view there is

plenty of scope for choice, because it is the subject
and not the lesson that is settled for him. At the

same time, although there is no necessity for the
selected lesson to dictate the morning text, it very
often affords a welcome suggestion, and saves the
preacher from groping for a clue.

With this brief explanation and apology, I

venture to commend the use of this scheme to my
brethren in the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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* It is as difficult to class this passage as to characterize
the entire bouk.
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