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Abstract
While publishing articles in all fields of science and research is a common 
practice, it is less common in the area of metadata and data management, 
especially in the DDI community. This can be seen as problematic because 
gained insights tend to disappear after projects are offline and the next 
similar project has to start from the very beginning – which is a common 
(and perhaps preferred) practice for most software engineers.

But: If one would subsume metadata and data management under science, 
sustainable research would look different and last but not least the principle 
“publish or perish” is relevant for many involved experts, too.

This presentation will give an overview of the current status of DDI-related 
publications. Furthermore the ongoing work of a related working group of 
the DDI Alliance will be described.



Why thinking about publications makes sense (at least for me)

• Many research institutions expect from their members, that 

they publish articles.

• Sometimes only presentation slides remain after a 

conference ends. They can disappear just like the presented 

software products.

• Publication system a cornerstone of science: There has to be 

a giant, if one wants to climb a giant’s shoulders.



Publications on Website



1168
Results for search term  "data documentation initiative" on Google Scholar (02.12.2016)

https://scholar.google.de/scholar?as_vis=0&q=%22data+documentation+initiative%22&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5


(Naive) Bibliometrics for Selected Search Terms

• DDI: "data documentation initiative"

• DC: metadata standard "dublin core"

• SDMX: "statistical data and metadata exchange"

• VTL: "validation and transformation language"

• Google scholar, including patents and citations

• Harzing’s  “Publish or Perish”, data source: Google Scholar

• years 1990–2016



Number of papers found for DDI, DC, SDMX, and VTL

Decrease in the recent 
years most likely artifacts. 

Statistical basis:
Google Scholar 
(01.12.2016)



Number of papers and citations found for DDI

Statistical basis:
Harzing’s “Publish or 
Perish”, Data source: 
Google Scholar 
(01.12.2016)



BibSonomy

• Findable: Identifier, 

searchable

• Accessible: multiple 

protocols (webportal, 

REST API ...)

• Interoperable: BibTeX, 

JSON, EndNote ... 

• Reusable: structured 

information
Source: The FAIR Guiding Principles for scientific data 

management and stewardship (doi:10.1038/sdata.2016.18)

https://gitlab.soep.de/kwenzig/ddibiblio
http://doi.org/10.1038/sdata.2016.18


(My) Expectations in Regard to BibSonomy.org

• Database for the (bibliographic metadata of) serveral 

publication lists on the website
• Working papers

• Formal Papers & Articles

• Conference Presentations

• Bibliography (68 items) of relevant literature, which shows 

that it is possible to write and publish DDI related articles

• Collaborative set up (and many scrapers): 

https://www.bibsonomy.org/group/ddialliance

https://www.bibsonomy.org/user/knutwenzig/DDIbibliography?resourcetype=publication
https://www.bibsonomy.org/group/ddialliance
https://www.bibsonomy.org/group/ddialliance


Display Items from BibSonomy.org on Website



RWX: Read-Write-Execute – Regular Column in DDI Directions

● Findable: Identifier, searchable
● Accessible: multiple protocols (portal, REST API ...)
● Interoperable: BibTeX, JSON, EndNote ... 
● Reusable: structured information

Already available:

1. Foundations of DDI in 

Scientific Literature

Next:

2. Highest impact 

contributions

3. New publications in 

DDI Bibliography

https://www.bibsonomy.org/group/ddialliance/RWX072016?resourcetype=publication
https://www.bibsonomy.org/group/ddialliance/RWX072016?resourcetype=publication
https://www.bibsonomy.org/group/ddialliance/RWX072016?resourcetype=publication
https://www.bibsonomy.org/group/ddialliance/RWX072016?resourcetype=publication
https://www.bibsonomy.org/user/knutwenzig/dditopimpact?resourcetype=publication&lang=en
https://www.bibsonomy.org/user/knutwenzig/dditopimpact?resourcetype=publication&lang=en
https://www.bibsonomy.org/user/knutwenzig/dditopimpact?resourcetype=publication&lang=en
https://www.bibsonomy.org/user/knutwenzig/dditopimpact?resourcetype=publication&lang=en


zenodo: Solution for Long-term Archiving of Conference Outcome

• https://zenodo.org/co

mmunities/ddi/

• DOI available

• Easy upload for 

posters and 

presentations

• CC-License needed 

(burden for authors?)

https://zenodo.org/communities/ddi/
https://zenodo.org/communities/ddi/
https://zenodo.org/communities/ddi/


Publications Working Group

• https://ddi-alliance.a

tlassian.net/wiki/disp

lay/DDI4/Publication

s+Working+Group
• Kelly Chatain (Chair)

• Jared Lyle (Chair)

• Knut Wenzig

• Joachim Wackerow

• Barry Radler

• Marcel Hebing

Please feel free to join and contribute 

with your ideas!

https://ddi-alliance.atlassian.net/wiki/display/DDI4/Publications+Working+Group
https://ddi-alliance.atlassian.net/wiki/display/DDI4/Publications+Working+Group
https://ddi-alliance.atlassian.net/wiki/display/DDI4/Publications+Working+Group
https://ddi-alliance.atlassian.net/wiki/display/DDI4/Publications+Working+Group
https://ddi-alliance.atlassian.net/wiki/display/DDI4/Publications+Working+Group


Thank you for your attention.

DIW Berlin — German Institute for Economic Research
(Deutsches Institut für Wirtschaftsforschung e.V. )
Mohrenstraße 58, 10117 Berlin, Germany
www.diw.de

Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP)
www.soep.de

Knut Wenzig, kwenzig@diw.de
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