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Of the investigation would be considerably reduced; the offici-
ousness of unfeeling constables would be entirely set aside;
and, in fine, the confidence of the public would be completely
secured, and its safety fully provided for.

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
H. LETHEBY, M.B.

Medical Officer of Health to the City
of London.

Correspondence.

PROFESSOR GOODSIR ON TUITION.

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In a report by your Edinburgh correspondent, in your
last number, of a meeting lately held by the junior members of
my class, for the purpose of presenting testimonials to Messrs.
Turner, Edwards, and Paull, who had conducted them, during
the session, through a course of tutorial instruction in anatomy,
I am made to say " that self-tuition could not do everything;
and this system (the tutorial) naturally prepared the mind for
the study of anatomy. In other departments his colleagues,
he doubted not, would do the same ; and then the Scottish
’university system would be admirable indeed."
What I did say was to this effect: "The tutorial system,

applied to the study of anatomy, is not to be considered as a
process of ’cramming,’ nor as a substitute for the self-tuition
of the dissecting-room; but as a system of training only to be
employed in the commencement of the study, so as to compel
that continuous methodical application necessary to overcome
those dry and, in themselves, somewhat uninteresting details
of configuration, relation, and nomenclature, absolutely neces-
sary for a systematic knowledge of the subject. Comparatively
few students have determination enough to follow out a course
of this kind for themselves. Under judicious trainers, how-
ever, in classes sufficiently small, with the objects themselves
before them or in their hands, and by attending to the elemen-
tary facts only of the subject, junior students of anatomy,
unprepared in general by suitable previous study for the pro-
secution of this peculiar subject, are gradually, steadily, and
insensibly rendered familiar with the peculiar but necessary
technicalities of anatomical fact and nomenclature. They are
thus enabled to derive more advantage from the equally im-
portant general principles laid down in lectures, and to embody
their actual dissecting-room experience in a more systematic
form. The tutorial system is more particularly applicable to
certain departments of university study, and I have the ap-
proval of my colleagues of the medical faculty in my applica-
tion of it to the subject which I teach. The most efficient
system of university instruction would probably be one which,
while it involved judicious selection of the subjects taught,
would appropriate to each subject a professorial, tutorial, or
mixed method of instruction, according to the nature of the
subject as a department of knowledge, or the object to be
attained by it as an element in the process of education."

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
JOHN GOODSIR,

Professor of Anatomy in the University of Edinburgh.

MR. GRIFFIN AND THE VACCINATION ACT.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;When men engage in public matters they must expect
their conduct to be freely canvassed. I therefore do not com-

plain of the Editorial remarks you made last week, relative to
my advice to the union surgeons, in regard to the Vaccination
Bill now before Parliament. But as I am one of those pachy-
dermatous animals, that cannot easily be made to feel he has
been whipped, you will not be surprised at my returning to
the charge, and quoting from a letter I have received from a
union surgeon in Wales : "The Vaccination Act is an addi-
tional burthen. At 2s. 6d. per case, if successful only, I travel
forty-five miles of road, mountainous and rugged, to visit the
stations, in all weathers. Should there be a case, I have to
double the distance, by inspection ; or should there be no case,
or unsuccessful, which is not unfrequent, I get nothing, of
course, for the forty-five or ninety miles."
The foregoing, I hope you will- think, proves I gave good

advice to the union surgeons, in recommending them to petition I

for mileage in addition to an increased fee. If it be desirable
that a Bill for compulsory vaccination should become the law
of the land,-and no one in his senses can doubt it,-then it is
only fair that the nation at large should pay for it, and not that
the union surgeons, who constitute but a small section of the
community, should be expected to carry out its main principles
for a mere nominal consideration. It is despicable payments,
like these, that have caused the union surgeons to be in the
pitiable condition they now are, and which have lowered them
in the estimation of the public. Notwithstanding your reproof,
I blush not to confess that I drew up a petition to the House
of Commons, and wrote privately to the President of the Board
of Health, and had an interview with one of the members of
this borough, praying that the Bill might be amended. By so
doing I feel that I not only consulted the welfare of the union
surgeon., but also that of the whole profession, as the fixed
union prices have tended to lower the private fees considerably.
By increasing the scale of payment, a speedy annihilation of a
most loathsome disease would be secured, and the public gene-
rally become gainers, as it vrould then be the interest of sur-
geons to seek the unvaccinated; now it is the reverse, as iso-
lated cases, in country districts especially, entail so much toil
Mid yield no profit.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
RICHARD GRIFFIN.

P. S.-In reply to Mr. Carter’s inquiry of last week respecting
the Weymouth and Dorchester Unions, I beg to inform him
that a meeting took place at my house, Dec. 21st, when some
of the officers attended and unanimously declared in favour of
the movement.

ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF RENNET IN
DIABETES.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR ,&mdash;Your correspondent " G. E. D.," of St. Andrew’s, in
reply to your observation of the previous week, has written to
you concerning my connexion with the above subject, and
mentions a memoir by a friend of his, published in 1853. I do
not wish to lessen any honour due to others, and, warned by
recent example, neither will I enter into any personal contro-
versy in your pages, which cannot be interesting to the profes-
sion or the public, who chiefly desire to know the value of this,
that, cr other remedy in a disease usually considered to be
fatal. But I may be permitted to remark that when, in 1852,
I first proposed the treatment in consultation with Edward
Moore, Esq., M.P,,.C.B.,&c., of Hales-Owen, Worcestershire, it
was not as a chance discovery, nor as an empirical specific, for
diabetes; but upon the general principles of rational medicine,
such as I had already enunciated in an opening clinical lecture,
published in 1849, and in the following words: "You will per-
ceive that in this estimate of the importance of medicine I make
no narrow calculation, but give it a very great scope; for, indeed,
our philosophy is of universal application. It is, emphatically,
the science of man in his relation to the external world. It is
under her guidance that he is born, and lives, and enjoys him-
self, and suffers, and dies. Whether he eat, think, act, or
sleep, he is never out of the domain of Physic. It is she that
marks his wondrous structure and functions, and notes how
these are influenced by celestial and telluric agencies. She ob-
serves and demonstrates the exact correspondence between his
physical constitution, and the air and soil from which his
framework is elaborated. More especially, she watches those
lesions of correspondence which are liable to occur between
that framework and the external elements, when either the
necessary matters are withheld, or unwonted and hurtful ones
are accidentally admitted; in which case she has to exert her
healing mission, by ransacking Nature for what is wanting, or
by expelling the foreign matter by something else less hurtful,
or neutralizing its qualities and destroying its essence." At
the same time and place, as on other occasions, I illustrated
the supply of the wants alluded to by speaking of ox-gall, iron,
phosphate of lime, cod-oil, and other direct substitutes for the
natural constituents of the body. And, in fact, my first em.
ployment of the remedy under discussion was not as rennet in
the ordinary sense, but, in accordance with the above principle,
the plain natural gastric-juice, obtained from the recently-
killed sucking calf; while the scraped membranes were made
into pills by the patient himself; and we attended at the same
time to the whole condition of his system. The manufactured
commercial rennet is, doubtless, a great improvement upon
this rough and ready" mode of exhibition; though that
which is now medicinally made as Liquor Pepticu8 Preparatus
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is a still further improvement in point of efficacy and palatable-
ness.

As to the other part of " G. E. D." ’s note, in which he pro-
ceeds dogmatically to assert (ex cathedr&acirc;, as it were) that the
remedy is not of much value, I must observe that he is simply
speaking with rashness upon a subject with which he is obvi-
ously unacquainted; as he will see, when yoa may do me the
honour of publishing the additional cases. But, besides this,
as a stomachic, or digestive, to be used in the vast majority of
cases of dyspepsia,-on which theoretic principle alone I origi-
nally used it, and not, let me repeat, as a specific cure for
diabetes (though that was the result),-I am prepared to assert,
on the basis of a very large experience, that it is, and will
sooner or later be universally acknowledged to be, superior to
every other remedy hitherto employed, and as wonderful for
its power as for its simplicity.

I have not, either before or now, put forth claims to the dis-
covery of any new and previously-unimagined principle in this
matter; I have only, as a practical physician, applied, for the
alleviation of suffering, that natural agency, of the powers of
which Dr. Spallanzani, nearly a century ago, gave clear indi-
cations ; though then, only as a demonstration of chemical and
physiological fact, and not with the view of establishing any
distinct therapeutical doctrine, such as I have here advanced,
and am prepared to prove, I hope, to the satisfaction of the
profession.

I am, Sir, yours most faithfully,
DAVID NELSON, M.D., Edin.

"** We regret that we have hitherto been unable to give
insertion to the article mentioned by Dr. Nelson. It shall be

published at the earliest opportunity. -ED. L.

REMUNERATION OF POOR-LAW SURGEONS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;As there is an important movement just now going on
amongst the Poor-law Medical Officers, and as it has been pro-
posed in certain high quarters to remunerate their services at so
much per case, I beg to forward to you an example of the per-
nicious effects of such a system. The following report is
taken from the Cambridge Independent Press of Saturday, the
15th inst. The remuneration at per case, in my opinion, will
never act harmoniously between the guardians, poor, and
medical officer, for it will be the constant endeavour of the
former, as in the present case, to give as few orders as pos-
sible ; and at the present rate of wages in the County Dis-
trict, it is utterly out of the power of the poor adequately
to remunerate the medical officer for his services, and even
if they could, such is the moral principle, that nine cases out
of ten they would not if they could p:,y, unless compelled by
the county court; and ultimately, directly or indirectly, the
medical officer would be forced to attend those cases for

nothing, or be stigmatised as a cruel, hard-hearted man, and
as such, shunned by all the gentry of the neighbourhood.
Why medical men should be called upon to render services
to the public, which ought to be borne by the whole of the
ratepayers, I never could understand; no other class of the
community are called upon upon to do so, and the sooner a
dead stand is made against it the better. I know full well
that our profession is considered to be a profession of humanity,
and because we do cheerfully, and without any consideration,
ebrvices that neither the church nor the law would do without
being amply rewarded, which frequently lead to a premature
grave, the public thinks that it has a right to impose what-
ever terms it chooses upon us. Now, in my opinion, with a
double income tax, high price of corn, drugs, &c., and, I
trust, a willing House of Commons, is the time to undeceive it,
and if the profession is only true to itself, victory is our own. ’,

A POOR-LAW OFFICER OF FOURTEEN YEARS’ STANDING.

" MELDRETH.&mdash;An inquest was held at Meldreth, on Satur-day last, before F. Barlow, Esq., coroner for the county, on
view of the body of Stephen Giffin, aged six years. From the
evidence, it appeared that the father was in work at 11s. a

week, out of which he had to maintain himself, his wife, and
four children. The whole four children had had the measles,
and an order from the Royston Union had been obtained
for the attendance of the medical officer upon one child only
(the baby). The deceased, who was from his birth a sickly
child, had had no attendance whatever until the day of his
death, when the assistant to the medical officer being at the
house in attendance on the baby, was requested by the mother

to see the deceased, which he most properly did without an
order, and directed that medicine should be supplied, but re-
quired that an order should be obtained from the relieving
officer. The mother obtained the order that afternoon, and
went to the medical officer’s surgery for the medicine, which
was instantly supplied; but on her return, the child would
take but little of it, and died within about two hours after.-
The mother stated that the child had nothing to eat but bread,
and bread and butter, and Mr. Metcalf, surgeon, of Meldreth,
being examined at the inquest, stated his opinion of the cause
of death to be exhaustion after measles, accelerated by want
of proper nourishment. In the Royston Union the per case
system for medical relief exists, and the mother stated that
she could get an order for medical attendance upon only
one child, though all four were suffering from the measles.-
Though there was too much reason to believe that there was
not only bad management in the family, but that much of’
the husband’s earnings was spent at the ale-house, still, with
11,*. a week only to maintain a man, his wife, and four chil-
dren, all that time requiring proper nourishing diet, it would
be preposterous to suppose that it could have been supplied
out of the earnings, and that the parent could pay for inde-
pendent medical attendance upon all but one child."&mdash;Ver-
dict, "Natural causes." 

____

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In the number of THE LANCET for March 15th, you
inserted a letter of mine regarding the duties and remuneration
of the medical officer of the Maryport district of the Cocker-
mouth Union. In confirmation of the assertions contained in
that letter, I beg to forward you a statement of my duties, and
the remuneration I received for the last quarter. During that
time I attended 90 cases of disease, many of them cases of
fever; I made 651 visits ; and travelled 189 miles into the

country: 26 of the above cases being at a distance from the
town, some as far as seven miles from my residence. For these
services I received the sum of &pound;7 10s., with 10s. for attendance
upon a midwifery case, which is at the rate of Is. M. per ease,
and 23/4d. per visit. If I deduct travelling expences from the
above, at the rate of 7d. per mile, which I find it would cost
for horse hire, I shall then have &pound;1 19s. 9d. remaining, with
which I must pay for medicine, instruments, &c., for ninety
patients. After I have done this, I should like the Poor-law
Board to inform me what remuneration I have received for my
services for the past quarter. Yet, in spite of statements such
as these, they tell me in their letter that they have "read and
duly considered the representations" I have submitted to them,
but they " are not prepared to direct that my salary should be
increased;" at the same time they state, that if the guardians
should think that I am not adequately remunerated, " the
Board will give their further consideration to this subject."
Comparing the above statement with the letter of the Poor-
law Board, there are only three conclusions to which I can
arrive :-that they do not believe my statement; that they
have not the power (which the General Consolidated Order
says they have) of increasing the salary without the consent of
the guardians; or that they do not care whether the medical
officer receives any remuneration, so long as the duties are per-
formed and they are not troubled on the subject.
We are often told that, if dissatisfied, we can resign; that

plenty are ready to take office upon the same terms. I am not
at all surprised at this; there are many holding Poor-law ap-
pointments who have not the Apothecaries’ certificate, and
who yet have signed contracts to supply medicine and attend-
ance for a sum of money, thereby rendering themselves liable
to a penalty of &pound;20; for I am not aware that even the Poor-
law Board have any power to dispense with the Apothecaries’
licence in those who take such contracts. The competition,
then, to which the legally-qualified are subjected, is not a fair
one.

I remain. Sir. vour obedient servant.
JOSEPH PEARSON.

HOSPITAL FOR THE CURE OF THE INSANE
POOR.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Should, you consider the following remarks of sufficient
importance, and not altogether foreign to the aim and objects
of a journal such as THE LANCET, I would venture to ask you
to allow them space in an early number.
You will perceive in the columns of 7Vte Times for March,

28th, that the Middlesex magistrates contemplate enlarging


