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known a medical officer to a public institution affirm that it
is not now his business to advise or take any trouble in pre-
venting the spread of infectious diseases, even in the institu-
tion with which he is connected, beyond giving notice to the
medical officer of health. To use your words, it is clear that
‘‘the Notification Act is not going to accomplish the
result of curtailing the proportion of epidemics as has been
expected.”’ .

I am to a certain extent an advocate for isolation hospitals,
but to a certain extent only. In this union, where we are
continvally meeting with diphtheria, scarlet fever, small-
pox, &e., whether imported or from sources which I need
not now enter into, I have for many years adopted a very
simple but at the same time what has proved to be a most
efficacious plan for staying the spread of the disease. It is
that directly notification is received a reliable man is engaged
by the sanitary inspector to act as watcher and messenger
to the inmates of the infected cottage, which is, as it were,
made an isolation hospital for the time being. This messenger
goes to shop, supplies disinfectants, buries dejecta, but never
enters the infected house. Excepting one instance—and I
speak of many hundreds of cases—I have never known the
disease to spread from the infected centre. Experience has
proved that the scheme answers equally well whether it
is in an isolated country cottage or in more populous places. I
am of opinion that if this plan had a fair trial in towns it
would have a far larger share of success than the crowding
together of infectious cases in a hospital. I would limit the
removal of patients to a hospital to those houses occupied by
two or more families, where isolation would be impracticable.
The most difficult of these diseases to stamp out is un-
doubtedly scarlet fever, but I have found that if oiling the
body is only commenced in the early stages and the scheme
suggested rigorously carried out any spread of the complaint
need not be much feared. While disinfecting as much as
possible I have never hesitated to order the burning of
infected articles, and I have never experienced any difficulty
in having the owners allowed for the same or having them
replaced. I am, Sirs, yours truly,

C. J. DENNY,
Medical Officer of Health.

Blackwater, Feb. 6th, 1894.

“OBSTETRIC AND GYNACOLOGICAL
NURSING.”

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

Sirs,—I have no wish to trespass further on your patience
by protracting a controversy with the reviewer of ¢ A Hand-
book of Obstetric and Gyneacological Nursing >’ on a matter
of interest chiefly to myself. Through your courtesy I have
been afforded an opportunity, for which I thank you, of
stating my complaint. To that he has replied and has
reiterated—though, as I venture to think, he has not succeeded
in proving—the accusation of my insufficient recognition of
the importance of asepsis and antiseptics in ordinary mid-
wifery practice. As we each adhere to our own contentions
the matter may, I think, be best left to the impartial judg-
ment of your readers, who have both our statements before
them, I am, Sirs, yours truly,

THos. MORE MADDEN.

Merrion-square, Dublin, Feb. 8rd, 1894.

“OPIUM IN INFLUENZA.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

Sirg,—Dr. Wilks’ letter on the value of opium in in-
fluenza, which appears in the present issue of THE LANCET,
encourages me to speak of ifs very great success in my own
experience. In the early weeks of 1892, when I was treating
about 100 cases a week, and in all the partial epidemics since,
I have uniformly given ften drops of tinct. chlorof. ¢. morph.
every four hours till the pains were gone, and strychnine,
with hydrochloric acid, and a little iron after as a tonic.
This treatment has proved so uniformly successful that I can-
not recall the loss of a single patient from influenza. I had
special opportunities for testing its value in having then
under my care (1891-1892) the employés of two large houses
of business, in neither of which a single life was lost,
whereas deaths occurred in two other houses in the neigh-
bourhood under the same conditions. I shounld not bave
recorded these facts now but that, justified by the experience

of Dr. Wilks, I felt that further practical evidence as to the
value of opium would be of value.
I am, Sirs, yours truly,
A. T. ScHOrIELD, M.D.
Westbourne-terrace, Hyde-park, W., Feb. 5th, 1894,

MANCHESTER.

(FroM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT,)

Ladies’ Health Society.

THE annual meeting of this, one of the oldest and best of al}
the societies for the amelioration of the condition of the poor,
was held on Tuesday last, in the Manchester Town-hall
under the patronage of the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress,
The report, which was presented by the honorary secretaries,
gave evidence of an enormous amount of good work in the
oldest and most crowded districts of the city, and, what is of
great importance, the several lady superintendents gave par.
ticulars of the adverse conditions obtaining in their distriets,
with copious extracts from the reports of their district visitors,
suggesting in each individual case the appropriate remedy. It
is to be hoped that the corporation will take notice of these
reports and that they will take immediate steps to remedy
the scandalous abuses which are therein brought to notice
As is usual with societies of this kind, the annually recuring
difficulty is that of obtaining the necessary funds to carryon
the work. The society consists of about thirty ladies who
work in connexion with the Manchester and Salford Sanitary
Association, on the one hand, and with the medical officer of
health, on the other. It employs fourteen female health
visitors, eight of whom are paid by the society and siz by
the Manchester corporation. It deserves far greater and mor
generous support than it receives, and, as one of the speakers
at last week’s meeting observed, the contribution which i
annually receives from the well-to-do classes of Manchester
is altogether unworthy of this great and opulent community.

The Tramp Question.

The three boards of guardians, whose jurisdictions ae
conterminous, or nearly so, with the enlarged city of Man-
chester, have recently been discussing the terms of the
recommendation first submitted to them by the city councl,
which is to the effect that in the council’s opinion,
at any rate, the present tripartite division of the dity
for Poor-law purposes is an anomaly, and thaf the
three unions ought to be amalgamated so as to fom
one large and strong union for the districts compre
hended within the present city. It will be remembered thet
a few months since two, at least, of these boards were con-
siderably inconvenienced by the difficulty experienced a
that time in providing adequately for the tramps who pe-
sisted in flocking rightly to the wards in great numbers, The
proposal that additional accommodation for the floating
pauper population should be provided mef with but liftle
favour at the time, because it was known that at one of the
workhouses in the city abundant tramp room existed, which
was scarcely ever occupied, and it was therefore held to be
an unnecessary waste of public funds to provide further
accommodation until that which then existed was exhausted
The suggestion of the city council seems to be a wise one,
and it is to be hoped that the boards of guardians concerne
will look carefully into the matter before deciding torejectit

Notification of Measles.

The medical profession of Manchester, as represented by
the Medico-Ethical Society, has had before it the questio
of whether or not certain infectious diseases, not at present
notifiable under the Local Act in force here, should be
reported to the sanitary authority. They have accordingly
suggested that, by way of a beginning, the notification
of all cases of measles should be henceforth required
in Manchester, as is at present the case in Salford.
and they have petitioned the sanitary committes of
the corporation accordingly. There are, of course, many
objections to the application of the Notification Act to sucha
disease as measles. In the first place, not one tithe of the
cases occurring amongst the poor are ever seen by a medigl
man at all, so that only the patients who are carefuly
tended at bome. would be notified, the remainder, whe
form the most dangerous portion of the cases, being left to
spread infection wholesale. It is held by many medical me
of experience that until arrangements are made for the



