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 1901] MAN. [Nos. 70-71.

 ware, more like the clay of the Keraineikos, one of which showed traces of lustreless
 brown paint; but it was not quite clear to me in some cases whether these had not
 slipped down from the Mykeiiaan layer, where light-coloured a:nd painted fragments of
 various fabrics abouind. The pre-Mykenrean layer yields also fragments of ashes andl
 cinders, and of atnimal bones, together with obsidian flakes, and occasional rubbed
 pebbles, which may have been potter's burnishers. That the pots were made near the
 site is also clear from their compositioD, and from the presenice in one of them of a
 fragment of worked obsidian, which does not occur in situ in the Ilissos valley, or,
 indeed, in Attica at all. Similar very rude pottery is to be found on the surface
 on the east face of the Mouseion Hill, and on the unexcava ted west slope of the
 Akropolis.

 Vessels of "lHissarlik " types are already known from the excavations on the
 Akropolis itself; but it is a distinct point gained to know that in primitive, as in
 Mykenean times, there was a regular settlement under cover of that natural fortress;
 more especially when it is remernbered that the plot of ground in which both have been
 found is commonly identified with the "Pelasgikon " or " prehistoric site " which is
 mentioned by Thucydides (II., 17) as a tabu-plot of uncanny waste in the heart of fifth-
 century Athens. It is, perhaps, wortlh noting furtber that immediately above the best
 preserved bits of Mykenwan wall are the worst ravacges of that "quarrving in the
 Pelasgikon," which had to be forbidden in the fifth century by the well-known
 Eleusinian Psephisma (Dittenberger, Sylloge, 13).

 The photograph shows one of the best-preserved sections of the stratum in
 question. The letter A in thie margin marks the surface of the lhard red rock of the
 Akropolis; B, the upper surface of the pre-MykenDan layer; C, the fragmentary
 Mykernean wall, with bits of Mykenwean pottery in the craunies ; D, the steep face of
 the Akropolis, with the fiftlh century fortress-wall above the Asklepieion, in the
 background. J. L. MYYRES.

 Malta: Prehistoric. Myres.
 Prehistoric Pottery in the Vctlletta Museum in Malta. By John L. Myres, 71
 M.A., F.S.A. II

 The vases which stand prominently in the ceritre of the plhotograph overleaf are
 said to have come from rock-tombs in the Bengemma Hills in the nlorth-west part of
 M1alta. They are composed of at rougLh native clay of dark colour, the result of the
 disintegration of the soft limestone of tne islaind; they are liand-made, and they bear the
 warm red lhematitic surface with bright burniished lustre, which is common to so many
 early fabrics of pottery in the Mediterranean coast-lands.

 The larger vessel, in the lower part of the photograph is comparatively simple in
 form. The body is nearly spherical, slightly flattened for stability below; the neck
 is wide, and slightly expanded above, but without distinct rim: the handles are set ver-
 tically rather low down on the body; and there is a small marnilla oni the shoulder half-

 way between them. The gelleral type is wvell-known among the early Bronize Age
 " red-ware" of Cyprus (Cyprus Museum Catalogue, PI. 11., 194, 200, 206), but the
 particular form' of this vase is not Cypriote: nleither does it occur among the pre-
 dynastic " red-ware " of Egypt (Petrie, NXagada and Ballas, passim), nor among the
 very scanty series from the Tunisian dolmens (Bardo Museum, unpublished), nor in
 the pottery of the Sicilian Bronze Age (Syracuse Museum : cf. Orsi, Quattro Anni di
 Esplorazione Sicule, passimn).

 The composite vase on the upper shelf in the photograph is remarkable first for its
 fine technique and for the perfection of its red surface, and theil for its formn. It consists
 of three high gourd-shaped ressels in contact with each other below, aiid connected also
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