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The context
ECOSYSTEM AND BIODIVERSITY

Long Term Ecological Research network (LTER-Italy) www.lteritalia.it
LTER-Europe www.lter-europe.net
LTER-International www.ilternet.edu/

E-Science European Infrastructure for Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Research
http://www.servicecentrelifewatch.eu/home

http://www.lteritaly.it/
http://www.lter-europe.net/
http://www.ilternet.edu/
http://www.servicecentrelifewatch.eu/home
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As Ecologists today we are privileged to be able to indulge our passions for science 

and simultaneously to provide something useful to society

MOTIVATION
WHAT IS LTER-ITALY DOING TO COMMUNICATE THE EXISTENCE, AIMS AND 

ACTIVITIES OF THE NETWORK AT A WIDE AUDIENCE?

 Need to fill the gap of communication, making people aware of the socio-ecological
relevance of LTER sites and of their biodiversity, increase the awareness on key 
environmental problems

 Need to change the quality of science communication (not only “transmission” of 
scientific contents but overcome separation and activate empathy)

Public Participation in Scientific Research (PPSR)



THE INITIATIVE - CAMMINI

In 2015 LTE researchers started a process of informal public science 
communication, through walking and cycling (kayaking, etc..) together with 

citizens along itineraries connecting a number of LTER sites

A sort of laic “Camino de Santiago” of ecological research where scientists 
become a kind of storytellers on the road



CAMMINI - 2015 and 2016
KEY PLAYERS

7 and 9 LTER-Italy sites, 
more than 20 researchers, 
10 and 15 institutions, 
3 projects/initiatives, 
2 scientific societies, 
more than 30 partners and sponsors for each trail

3 and 4 TRAILS 



1.  MESOTHALASSIA

2. THE BIODIVERSITY ADVENTURE

3. PINK, BLUE, GREEN 

CAMMINI  2015



1.  TERRAMARE1

4. THE BIODIVERSITY ADVENTURE

2. TERRAMARE2

CAMMINI  2016

3.  TERRAMARE3



a bird covered in oil from the enourmous BP 

disaster in the Gulf of Mexico

RESULTS…



RESULTS…the impact on scientists

Analysis on qualitative video-interviews 
with the scientists and other participants 

and on the analysis of formal and informal 
material

Three main themes:

 Beyond deficit to dialogue
 Sharing identity and community
 Sensorial experience and emotions



CAMMINI 2017
focus on Public engagement

1. Sea FuturingTours: Immaginare il futuro del mare a Napoli e a 
Taranto nel 2040 

The Sea Futuring Tours is an activity of public engagement based on an 
“experiential” mode of engaging, noticing and anticipating the future

semi-guided walking tours re-imagining the future



As Ecologists today we are privileged to be able to indulge our passions for science 

and simultaneously to provide something useful to society

3. CAMMINI aims at stimulating Citizen Science within LTER Italy

Volunteer Geographic Informations Apps (VGI Apps) 

During the trails, a set of tools for the collection of scientific data are made 
available to the citizens, which are able to use them on smartphones and tablets. 

EpiCollect

2. Ecologia di lungo termine, un gioco per grandi e piccini



CAMMINI 2017

Biodiversità in azione sull'Appennino
20-23 luglio

Dal Gran Sasso alla Majella 

Antropica - Ecosistemi, risorse ambientali 
e impatto dell'uomo

30 settembre - 7 ottobre
Dal Golfo di Napoli al Mar Piccolo di Taranto



CAMMINI crossed the national boundaries, becoming in 2016 the International 

initiative “TRAIL”, selected and launched by the International Long-Term 

Ecological Research Network (ILTER). 

The future…

ILTER 1st Open Science 
Meeting 2016 - Skukuza, 

South Africa
NEW INITIATIVES - New 

global scientific initiatives
of ILTER



Alba L’Astorina

RICERCARE E COMUNICARE

THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

.. ALSO ON BEHALF OF MANY OTHER COLLEAGUES INVOLVED SINCE 2015 IN THIS 
ADVENTURE!

THANKS FOR ATTENTION!!
lteritaly@gmail.com

www.lteritalia.it

mailto:lteritaly@gmail.com
http://www.lteritalia.it/

