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 aloof from labour controversies, at times actually expelling
 members who took part in them, and encouraging members to fill
 places vacated by strikers. This policy was expected to popularise
 the Order with the railway managers, but it is hardly necessary to
 say that the latter misunderstood the aims of the Order. As
 early as October, 1868, the Superintendent of the Chicago,
 Burlington and Quincy Railroad declared that the influence of
 the "conductors' union" was hurtful, and that conductors who
 did not leave the association would be dismissed from the rail-
 road's service.

 Nevertheless, in spite of suspicion without and the constant
 opposition of an active minority within, the Order long dis-
 countenanced strikes. In 1877 the chief Grand Conductor re-
 ferred to intemperance and strikes as the two great evils of the
 railroad labour world, and five years later the Grand Secretary
 and Treasurer of the Order wrote these words :-"I venture the
 assertion that there is not a striker in the United States that is
 not poorer on account of his connectio:n with a strike."

 When at last, in 1890, the Order found itself compelled to
 adopt a protective policy, it acted with great prudence and con-
 servatism, and as a result the power to strike has been used
 sparingly. The number of members, however, has been more
 thana trebled since that year, and 90 per cent. of all the con-
 ductors in the United States now belong to the Order. This
 increase is partly due to good management and the attractions of
 the Order as a friendly society, but it is also due to the fact that
 conductors appreciate the protection afforded them by the Order.

 E. C. CLEVELAND STEVENS
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