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The difference between the two tenmperaments is strikingly
epitomized by the songs the soldiers are singing, the
response to " Deutschland uber alles " being " Tipperarv."
The umajority of our own nationality therefore being-
whiat Carlyle delicately hinted at-easily impressed, it
naturally becomes a ready prey to the imposing Teutoni.

Well, Sir, I tllink even Dr. Mercier will agree that now,
at any ratue, tllis Teutonic temperamient lhas given us
sometliing new in the domain of psyclhology-namiely, the
spectacle of a whole nation sufering from a form of
systematized delusional insanity, to whiclh, in their own
inimnitable, hypermethodical, cannot-see-tlhe-wood-for-tlhe-
trees manner, they have given the name of Kt1tutr. The
prognosis and proper treatment of this condition we all
know, and from the letters already puiblished it is a relief
to see that at last suclh a course of treatment is in process
of adoption amongst ouirselves. It is being carried out in
a more active fashion abroad.-I am, etc.,
Stafford,Jan. 4th. B. H. SHAW.

SIR,-Dr. Mercier rejoins that rational argumentn b is
wasted on tllose wlho differ from himn on Freudism. Btit
this is no justification for appealing to the prejudice of
tllose who are still open to conviction. Sinee, lhowever, he
has elected to follow this coUIrse, your readers are left the
clhoice on the one hand of inferring the value lhe sets on
his arguments, on the other of appreciating the coini-
pliment he pays to their intelligence. I amu, etc.,
London, W'., Jan. 5th. DAVID FORSYrII.

ALCOHOL -AND THE WAR.
SIR,-I shoild like to-draw the attention of the profession

to the second resolution moved at tlhe meeting at Caxton
Hall by Sir Tlhomas Barlow (reported in tlle JOURNAL on
November 21st, 1914), callincg upon all classes to lhelp the
empire in its. great struggle by becoming total abstainers
for, at least, the duiration of the war.
The temperance question is no mere case of personal

betterment; it is one of supreme national concern. If it
is bad for tlle soldiers to drink, it is equally bad for the
civilian, and indeed, in some respects worse, because, low
any one can selfislhly indulge hlimself withi alcohol and
then acquiesce in urging what we all know, nanmely, that
the best shot, tlle most enduring, the least complaining
soldier is the total abstainer, passes all understanding.
Yet tlhat is wlhat is going on now, and will continue until
every man in the nation realizes tlhat, since he owes to his
country his resources and hiis services, whether he is in
civilian life or in one of tlle Forces, it his duty to economize
those resources by ceasing to squander his money on hiis
pleasures, and it is lhis duty to make his own work as efficient
as lie can, and that is only done by avoiding alcolhol.
Let us, therefore, instead of merely asking our soldiers

to practise self-restraint and total abstinence, begin our-
selves by taking the pledge for the sake of 'oir country.
Thlat is' the just and patriotic idea of the Archlishop
of Canterbury. Surely the medical profession, more tlhAn
any otlher, should help it forward, and every one set- ani
example personally to his fellow citizens.-I am, etc.,
Birmingham, Jan. 4th. J. FURNEAUX JORDA.N.

THE STOPPAGE OF ALCOHOL IN DELIRIUM1
TREMNIENS.

SIR,-It gives ine great pleasure to see that Dr. J. C.
McWalter -has called attenti6n to the error in your review
on Dr. Mercier's work on Insanity, and to find that at last
it lhas definitely been laid down by sucli an autlhority, tllat
delirium tremens is frequently directly brouglht about by
the sudden witlhdrawal of alcohol, and that many cases
may be, and indeed are, successfully aborted by tlle
judicious use of alcohol, even when symptoms lhave beguLn
to slhow tlhemselves. Not lhaving yet read Dr. Mercier's
book, I am unable to say whether or not lie says so, but it
is nevertheless a fact tllat a skilful tapering-off of the daily
drink-ration in tlle treatmenit of chro'nic alcoholism is an
almost certain safeguard against delirium tremens, whiclh
the sudden suppression of all alcohol in such cases is
extremely liable to result in, even if strong sedation is re-
sorted to, in the occurrence of it. I have stated this
and very emphatically in my book 1 published last year,
Dr. Francis Hare in his,2 and neitlher of us arrived at
our conclusions without abundant clinical evidence.

1 Pathological Inebriety, its Causes a.nd Trcatment. Bailli,&re.
Tinidall and Co.

2 Alcoholism. Dr. Francis Htare. Ch,ircliill.

In my opinion one of the greatest causes, indeed tlle
cause, of the not few cases of delirium tremens tllat we
see in lhospitals, following, npon an injury to a man who,
tlhoughi lhe may be sober at the tinie of injury (many are
drunk), slhows signs of being a lheavy drinkeri, and will, if
questioned, admit to takina a good deal, tlhouigli proba-hy
less tllan hie actually does, is the suidden and complete
withdrawal of all alcolhol immediately on admission. I
had my suspicions of this twlenty-five years ago as house.
surgeoni in a London lhospital. My twelve years of experi-
ence of the treatment of inebriety in a special sanatorium
has convinced mne that those suspicions were justified. In
the interest of these unfortunate patients, many of wlhom
go under wlhen tlleir injuiries, often comparatively trivial,
are complicated by an attack of deliritun tremenes, it is
hligh time that tlle part plaved by tlle sudden suppression
of alcolhol in persons wlho ave drunkards, and in persons
whio, wllile not actually in tlle comiimon acceptation of the
word drunka- is, but very hleavy chronic drinkers, slhoul
be better un,,erstood, alid that the teaclhing of old text-
books slhould be revised on this subject.-I am, etc.,

J. W. ASTLEY COOPER,
Medical Superinitendent, Ghyllwoods Sanatoriumn,

Januiiary 4th. near Cockermouth.

SIR,-I lave for soimie years past lhad the opportunity of
sttudying, tlle treatmi-ent of alcolholism as carried out at the
Norwood Sanatoriuimii. Dr. Francis Have, the able super-
intenidenit, has conclusively slhown that an attack of delivium
tremens miiay be precipitated by suddenly cutting off the
patient's alcolhol; aiid furtlher, tliat it is unwise entirely to
withllold alcolhol during tlle attack.-I am, etc.,
London. WV.. Jan. 3rd. -HARRY CAMPBELL.

URETERIC CATHETERS.
SiR,-I trust that you will not consider mze hlyper-

sensitive if I venture to reply to an inquiry contained in
your very kiind and carefully considered review of my
book on genito-urinary sturgery. The sentence rtuns as
follows: "It woujd be pertinent to inquire wvhy tlhe
ureteric catlheter now generally made by instrument
makers is described in the figuke as the 'author's
catlheter.'"
During 1905 an'd 1906 the ureteric catheters sold in

London were exclusively of foreign manufacture, being
imported from Paris and Berlin. At that time I was pur-
suinIg worlk on tlie renal function, which afterwards
appeared in the form of Huinterian Lectures (1907), and
I entered into communication with catlheter makers in
Paris witlh the object of getting certain muodifications
carried out. The French firm, however, professed theni-
selves satisfied with their article, and I approached Mr.
J. H. Montagne, 69, New Bond Street, W., witlh tlhe idea
of having catheters muade in this country. He tool
endless painis in the matter, and after a number of trials
a catheter, modified in the folloving poinits, was evolved:
It was cut obliquely at the ouLter end, without the trumiipet-
end tllen coiimmonly supplied, the object beincg to allow the
catlieter to slip out of the tunnel oni withldrawing the
cystoscope, anid at tlle same timle pei-mit tlhe easy entrance
of tlle point of a fine-nozzle syringe into tlhe lumen of the
catlheter. It was marlked in half inclhes instead of centi-
metres, and at eaclh six inclhes a niarrow distinguishing
banid was added. Certain otlher points, suclh as a lonlg
gutter leading to tlle eye, anid the use of Albarran's bulbous
tllickenling below the eye to prevenit leakaae alongside of
the catheter, were dropped as experience dictated, and thle
colour-at first black and yellowv-was changed to black
and brown, witlh red.half-foot mnarkinigs.
This catlheter is at present sold by most instrum-lent

makers, but it is not, as yaur reviewer states, '.'generally
made by instrument makers." The manufacture of
ureteric catheters in tllis country is in the hands of one
or two firmns wlio supply them to tlle instrumient makers.

I was unaware of any one else in this country worlking
at the subject at that time, and the miiakers of tlle catheter
did not produce tlle instrumnent on their own initiative.
I tlherefore ventured to designate the article "author's
catheter," under tlle impressioni that I lhad influenced its
evolution in the manner indicated.

I trust this somewlhat lengtlhy explanation may satisfy
your retiewer that the claimi was not mnade in lhaplhazard
fashion. In any case, I remain very deeply in hiis debt for
his careful and indulgent review of tthe book.-I am, etc.
Lonion, W,, Jan. 5thi. J. W. THOMISON WALKER.


