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Abstract: The paper presents new records for five species of water beetles from the Crimean 
peninsula: Agabus (Agabus) fulvaster Zaitsev, Berosus (Enoplurus) fulvus Kuwert, Cercyon 
(Cercyon) tristis (Illiger), Enochrus (Lumetus) ater (Kuwert) and Limnoxenus niger 
(Gmelin). Three of them are simultaneously new to the fauna of Ukraine. The number of 
species from the family Dytiscidae known from the Crimea is currently 63, and the family of 
Hydrophilidae 62.
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INTRODUCTION

The study of water beetles in Crimea was initiated by Lindeman (1871), and the first 
extensive checklist was published by Zaytsev in 1908. Since that time there have been many 
reports of water beetles from Crimea, enabling that list to be updated. As far as Hydrophilidae 
is concerned, the article by Ryndevich (2007) is of major importance: based on the literature 
and his own research, he demonstrated the occurrence of 57 species from this family. Since 
that time, information on the discovery of a further hydrophilid species (Enochrus halophilus 
Bedel, 1878) from Crimea has been recorded (Ryndevich & Fikaček 2013). In contrast, the 
family Dytiscidae has not yet received similar comprehensive treatment, although Zaytsev 
(1972) gives first records of many such species from Crimea in his fundamental work on 
the Hydradephaga of Russia. A species new to science was described from Crimea in the 
1990 (Bilyashiwsky 1993), but to date only its type specimen is known (Fery 2009). Further 
information on dytiscid beetles new to Crimea is given in Gramma (1998). 

Below I provide data for five water beetle species hitherto not recorded in Crimea; three 
of them are new to Ukraine (indicated by an asterisk).
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RESULTS

Dytiscidae Leach, 1815

*Agabus (Agabus) fulvaster Zaitsev, 1906
Ukraine, Crimea, Batalne (Батальне) [YR00], a shallow, periodic steppe lake, 31.05.2011, 

2 exx., 01.06.2011, 5 exx., leg. Czesław Greń.
This species inhabits steppes and semideserts in south-eastern Europe and Asia (Russia, 

Kazakhstan, Mongolia) (Zaytsev 1972, Nilsson 2003).

Hydrophilidae Latreille, 1802

*Berosus (Enoplurus) fulvus Kuwert, 1888
Ukraine, Crimea, Mizhvodne (Мижводне), Lake Yarylhach (оз. Ярылгач) [VR84], 

15.06.2011, 1 ex., leg. Czesław Greń.
The distribution of this species comprisesthe Palearctic with the exception of the extreme 

north. Is known from Netherlands, Denmark, Great Britain, France, Spain, Germany, Austria, 
Hungary, Turkey (Asian part), Russia (south of European territory, West and East Siberia), 
Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Iran, China and Mongolia. In the north-west it 
is confined to southern Sweden, around Öland and Gottland, with Finland providing its 
northernmost station (Schödl 1991, Fikáček et al. 2015).

Cercyon (Cercyon) tristis (Illiger, 1801)
Ukraine, Crimea, Sokolinoe (Соколиное), River Kokkozka (Река Коккозка) [WQ73], 

13.06.2013, 1 ex., leg. Czesław Greń.
A Transeurasian temperate species (Ryndevich 2013), widespread in almost the whole 

of Europe; in the east, its range extends to Mongolia and the Russian Far East (Fikáček et 
al. 2015). It is found in sand, mud and among decaying organic remains on the shorelines of 
water bodies (Boukal et al. 2007).

*Enochrus (Lumetus) ater (Kuwert, 1888)
Ukraine, Crimea, Batalne (Батальне) [YR00], a shallow, periodic steppe lake, 01.06.2011, 

12 exx., leg. Czesław Greń.
Ukraine, Crimea, Yevpatoriya (Евпатория), Lake Sasyk (оз. Сасык) [WR30], 

12.06.2011, 17 exx., leg. Czesław Greń.
Ukraine, Crimea, Oktyabrske (Октябрьске) [XR42], an irrigation channel, 30.05.2011, 

2 exx., leg. Czesław Greń.
Ukraine, Crimea, Hornostaivka (Горностаивка) [BL81], a saline steppe lake, 31.05.2011, 

1 ex., leg. Czesław Greń.
This species is widespread throughout the Mediterranean region (Egypt, Israel, Spain, 

France, Italy, Bosnia and Hercegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, Greece, Turkey, Algeria), 
and even central Europe (Romania, Austria), and in Western and Central Asia (Iran, Iraq, 
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan (Fikáček et al. 2015). It is present on 
some Mediterranean islands, e.g. the Balearics and Cyprus (Ribera et al. 1997). It is also 
frequent and numerous in Bulgaria (Greń & Lubecki 2018). E. ater is a typical inhabitant of 
all kinds of standing waters and wetlands (Ribera et al. 1997).
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Limnoxenus niger (Gmelin, 1790)
Ukraine, Crimea, Batalne (Батальне) [YR00], a shallow, periodic steppe lake, 01.06.2011, 

5 exx., leg. Czesław Greń.
A western Palearctic species, occurring from the North Africa (Morocco, Algeria) 

through Spain and most European countries as far as the Caucasus; in the south it reaches 
Asia (Iran, Israel, Syria, Turkey, Lebanon) (Fikáček et al. 2015). Also reported from Taman 
by Zaytsev (1908). It inhabits various kinds of eutrophic bodies of standing water with 
abundant aquatic vegetation. It is regarded as a species capable of colonizing brackish waters 
(halophile) (Boukal et al. 2007, Hansen 1987). 

At present the fauna of the family of Dytiscidae of the Crimea includes 63 species and 
the family of Hydrophilidae 62.
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