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Spreading the Word on Going Digital in the Lab 
The Electronic Lab Notebook Matrix 
 
The matrix table compares Electronic Lab Notebook (ELN) options,  
helping researchers identify appropriate solutions. We sent a survey 
to 26 vendors, and created a matrix based on the responses. This 
matrix does not recommend any particular solution(s), but serves as 
an educational tool and decision map for librarians and researchers 
alike to navigate the growing ELN market. The group continuously 
processes requests for updates to current matrix information, as well 
as inquiries to add additional ELNs. Mentions of this matrix on 
Twitter, in Nature, and Wikipedia show that the wider community 
welcomes resources that make research data management solutions 
more findable, accessible, interoperable, and reusable (FAIR). 
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The Data Management Working Group 
 
The Harvard Medical School (HMS) Data Management 
Working Group (DMWG) was established in response to 
identified unmet needs in biomedical research in the HMS 
community. One subgroup was created to study and support 
researchers’ interest in and use of Electronic Lab Notebooks 
(ELN). This subgroup seeks to determine use cases for ELNs 
in HMS research labs by evaluating the needs of researchers 
and investigating functionalities available with current 
technologies. This subgroup has produced a web-based guide 
on ELNs, and will enable the DMWG to act as a consultant 
for labs seeking to start or improve their ELN practices. 
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