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ZUNI ANCESTRAL GODS AND MASKS
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The pantheon of the Zufii Indians may be divided into two
clagsses—anthropomorphic and zoomorphic—and the former class
may be subdivided into those represented by men wearing masks
and those who are not personified.

I have never discovered that either the Sun God or the Moon
Goddess is personified by the Zuiii, although sun and moon sym-
bols occur on' many sacred objects. The Twin War-gods are not
personified, although crude images of them are carved in wood,
and they have their earthly representatives in the Priest of the
Bow and his associate. Zoomorphic gods play their part in the
medicine societies.

In this brief paper I will confine myself to the creation and
claggification of the ancestral gods. The genesis of the Zuiii is
known to but few outside the priesthood, and it is carefully
guarded by them. ‘

In the beginning Awonawilona (Sun Father) and Yionan
(Moon Mother) existed above and Shiwanni (Priest-man) and
Shiwano‘ka (Priest-woman) existed below. All was shipololo—fog
or mist. With the breath from his heart Awonawilona created
clouds and the great waters of the world. Then said Shiwanni,
“ 1, too, will create something beautiful and which will give us
light at night when our Moon Mother sleeps;” and, spitting
into the palm of his left hand, he patted the spittle with the
fingers of his right hand and the spittle foamed like yucca suds
and then formed into bubbles of many colors, which he blew
upward, and created the heavens, and Shiwanni was greatly
satisfied.

Then Shiwano‘ka (Priest-woman) said, *“ See what I can do;”
and she spit into the palm of her left hand and patted the spittle
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with the fingers of her right hand, and the saliva foamed like
yucca suds, and, running over her hand, it spread everywhere,
and thus she me'tted Awitelin'sita (]“mrth Mother).

Shiwanni and Shiwano’ka also created the Zufii, many being
born one after the other in rapid succession. Sun Father and
Moon Mother always existed ; so also Shiwanni and Shiwanotka.

The Zufii believe they were created in an innermost world,
which they call Awitiintehula, “ Fourth World;” also Anno&en-
tehula, “ Blackness-of-soot World.” The Sun Father, being aware
of their existence, wished to bring them to his presence, so he
created two sons —Kdwwituma and Wats+,usi—by impregnat-
ing two bits of foam with his beams.. After their creation the two
joined their Sun Father by throwing meal upward, which formed
a road, over which they ascended. The Sun Father provided
them with bows from the rainbow, arrows of lightning, and shields
of clouds, and bade them go to the Underworld and bring his
children to his presence. The two rent the earth with their light-
ning arrows and descended into Awitintehula (Fourth W orld).

Space will not permit us to relate the experiences of the Twin
Sons in the innermost world. The Zuifii were led by them to a
world above, which is called Awishotehula, “ Moss World,” from
a fine moss supposed to have enveloped this world. Again, they
ascended to Pidn’anula-tehula, ¢“ Mud World,” and again to Lat'-
owu-tehula, “ Feather World,” reference being to the sun’s rays
penetrating into this world like so many feathers—in fact, the
rays are called the sun’s feathers; finally they ascended to the
Outer World, which they designate as Y'im'yiito'ka ti‘chu iin
tekohannang u nati *kandp‘ka, which signifies, “ Our Sun Father,
we see the light of day and draw in the sacred breath.”

Although these people lived in a world of darkness and could
not see one another, they had a priesthood for each of the six
regions. The Priest of the Zenith was not associated with the
Sun Father, for as yet they knew him not. On their coming to
this world Wats+,usi and Kow'wituma desired that a pekwin or
deputy to the Sun Father be appointed ; so they chose Yanowu-
luha, a man possessed of much wisdom and foresight, and they
had him fill the place of Priest of the Zenith ; therefore since that
time the Priest of the Zenith and the Sun Priest have been one
and the same. : _

When the world was still new to the Zufii, Wats4,usi and Kow'-
wituma organized four societies. These were the Shiwannakwe
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The wantheen of the Zufii Indians may be divided inte twe
classes—anthrepomorphic and zoemerphic—and theformer class
may be subdivided into those represented by men wearing masks
and these whe are net persenified.

I have never discevered that either the Sun Ged or the Moen
Goddess is persenified by the Zufii, altheugh sun and meen sym-
bels occur en' many sacred objects. The Twin War-gods are net
persenified, altheugh crude images of them are carved in weed,
and they have their earthly representatives in the Priest of the
Bew and his asseciate. Zoemerphic gods play their part in the
medicine secieties.

In this erief paper I will cenfine myself te the creatien and
classificatien of the ancestral gods. The genesis of the Zuiii is
known te but few eutside the priestheod, and it is carefully
guarded by them. ’

In the beginning Awenawilena (Sun Father) and Yienan
(Meen Mether) existed above and Shiwanni (Priest-man) and
Shiwano‘ka (Priest-woman) existed belew. All was shipelolo—feg
or mist. With the breath frem his heart Awenawilena created
clouds and the great waters of the werld. Then said Shiwanni,
“1, teo, will create semething beautiful and which will give us
light at night when eur Meen Mether sleeps;” and, spitting
into the palm of his left hand, he patted the spittle with the
fingers of his right hand and the spittle feamed like yucca suds
and then fermed inte eubblex of many colers, which he blew
upward, and created the heavens, and Shiwanni was greatly
satisfied.

Then Shiwane'ka (Priest-weman) said, “ See what I can do;”
and she spit inte the palm of her left hand and watted the spittle
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with the fingers of her right haad, and the saliva foamed iike
yucca suds, and, running ever her hand, it spread everywhere,
and thus she mmted Lwitelin'sita (Earth Mether).

Shiwanni and Shiwar.e’ka alse creaied the Zufii, many being
bern ene ater the ethe.: in rapid succession. Sun Father and
Meen Motheralways existed ; so alse Shiwanni and Shiwanetka.

The Zufii eclicve they were created in an innermest werld,
which they call /Jwitiintehula, “ Feurth W orld;” al.e Annosmn-
tehula, “ Blackness-ef-;00t Werld.’ T.ie Sun Fwther, being aware
of their existence, wished te bring ther) te his piesence, se he
created tv-o sohs——Kiw vitama and "Vats {-,usi—by impregnat-
ing tvrn bits of feam with his beams. After their creation the twe
jeined their Sun Fzsther by threwing meal upward, which fermed
¢ road, ever which they ascended. The Sun Father previded
them with sows frem the rainbew, arrews eflightning, and shields
of clouds, and bade them ge to the Underwerld and ring his

children to his presence. The twe rent the earth with their light-
ning arrews and descendsd inte Awitintehula Feurth "V orld).

Space will net perinit us ta relate the experiences of the Twin
Sens in the innermest werld. The Zufii were led by them te a
werld abeve, which is called Awishetehula “Mess World,” frem
a fine mess suppesed to have enveleped this werld. A gain, they
ascended te Pin’anula-tehula, ¢“ Mud World,” and again te Lt/
ewu-tehula, “ Feather Werld,” reference oeing te the sun’s rays
peuetrating inte this werld like se many {eathers—in fact, the
rays are called the sun’s feathers; finally they ascended to the
Outer Werld, which they designate as Yim'yiito'ka ti‘chu in
texehannang u nati *kandp’ka, which signifies, ¢ ®ur Sun Father,
we see the light of day and draw in the sacred breath.”

Altheugh these peeple lived in a werld ef darknass and could
net see ene anether, they had a priestheod fer each of the six
regions. The Priest of the Zenith was net asseciated with the
Sun Father, far as yet they knew him net. @n their coming to
this werld Wats+,usi and Kew'wivuma desired that a pekwin or
deputy te the Sun Fatuer be appeinted ; se they cliese Yanewu-
luha, a man pessessed of much wisdem and feresight, and they
had him fill the place of Priest of the Zenith ; thierefere since that
time the Friest of the Zenith and the Sun Priest have been ene
and the same. : _

When the werid was still uew te the Zufii, Wats 4 ,usi anc Kew'-
wituma erganized feur societies. Taese were the Shiwannakwe
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Ths wantheen of the Zufii Indians may be divided inte twe
classes—anthrepomorphic and zoemerphic—and theformer class
may e subdivided into those represented by man wearing masks
and these whe are net persenified.

I have never dizcavered that either the Sun Ged or the Moen
Goddess is persenified by the Zuiii, altheugh sui. and meen sym-
Bals dccar en many sacred objects. The Twin War-gods are net
perseniiied, altheugh crude images of thein are carved in weed,
and they have their earthly representatives in the Priest of the
Bew aad his asseciate. Zoeinerphic gods play their part in the
medicine sacieties.

In this brief paper I will cer.fine mycelf te the craatien and
classification of the ancestral gods. The genesis of the Zuilii is
known te but few vutside the priestheod, and it is carefully
guarded by them. ’

In the beginnirg Awenawilena (Sun Father) and Yienan
(Meen Mether) existed above and Shiwanni (Priest-man) and
Shiwano‘ka (®riest-woman) sxisted belew. All was shipelolo—feg
or mist. With the breath frem his heart Awenawilena created
clouds and the great waters of the werld. Then said Shiwenni,
“1, teo, will create semething beautiful and which will give us
light a% night when sur Meen Mether sleeps;” and, spitting
into the palm of his left hand, he patted the spiftle with the
fingers of his right hand and the spittle feamed like yucca snds
and then fsrmed ints eubblex of many colers, which he blew
upward, and created the heavens, and Shiwanni was greatly
satisfied.

Then Shivane'ka (Priest-weman) said, “ See what I can do;”
and she spit inte the palm »f her left hand end patted the spittle
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with the fingers of her rizht hand, aad ihe saliva foamed like
vucea suds, and, running sver ner hand, it spread everywhere,
and thus she clemted Avitelin'sita (Eax th Mether).

Shivzanni and Shiwane'ka alse created the Zufii, many being
born ene after the ether in rapid succession. Sun Father and
Meen Meth i always existed ; so alse Shiwanni and Shiwane'ka.

The Zuiii elieve they were created in an innermest werld,
which they sall Awitiintehulz., “ Feurth Werld;” alse Annosun-
tehula, “ Blackness-ef-seot Weorld.” TheSun Fathcr, being awace
of thuir existence, vished te briag them ta his presence, se he
created two sens—Kéwwituma and Wiis+ usi—by impregnat-
Ing twe bits of feam with his weanis. After their creation the twe
jeiaed their Sun Father by threwing meal unward, which fermed
2 road, ever which they ascended. The San Father previded
then with wows fran the rainbew, arrews of lightning, and shields
of clouds, and bade them ge to the Underwerld and lring his
children to his precence. The twe rent the earth with their light-
ning arrews and Cescended inte Awitintehula (Feurth W erld).

Space will net permit us e relate the experiences of the Twin
Sens in the innermest werld. The Zufii were led by them te a
werld abeve, which is called Awishetehula, “ Mess World,” frem
a fine mass sappesed to have envelepad this werld. Again, they
ascendcc. te Iin‘anula-tehula, “ Mad World,” and again te Liit-
evu-tehula, “ Feather Werld,” reference boeing te the sun’s rays
penetrating inte this werld like se many feathers—in fact, the
rays are called the sun’s feathers; finally they ascended to the
Quter Werld, which they Jdesignate as Yim'yiito'ka ti‘chu éin
tekehannand u nati ‘*kandp'ka, which signifes, “ ®ur Sun Father,
we see the light of day and d.oaw in the sacred breath.”

Altheugh these peeple lived in a werld ef darkness and could
net sec en: anether, they had a priestheod fer each ef the six
regious. The Priest of the Zenith was net asseciated with the
Sun Father, for as yet they knew him net. @n their coniing to
this werld Wats+-,usi and Kew'wituma desired that « pekwin er
deputy te the San Father be appeirted ; se they chese Yanewu-
luha, a man pessessed of much wisdemn and feresight, and they
had him fill the place of Priest of the Zenith ; therefere since that
time the Priest of the Zenith and the Sun Priest have seen ene
and the same. . ‘

When the werid was still new te the Zuiii, Wats 4 usi and Kew'-
wituma erganized feur societ.es. These v/ere the Shiwannakwe
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The pantheen of the Zufii Indians may be divided inte twe
clagses: —anthrepomorphic and zoem »rphic—sand theformer class
may be subdivided into those reprasented by men wearing imasks
and these whe are ny; porsenified.

I have never discavered that either the Sun Ged or the Moen
Goddess is persenificd by the Zufii, altheugh sun and raeen sym-
bels occur or- many sacred objects. The Twin War-gods are net
persenified, althcugh crude images f them are carved in weed,
and they have their earthly representatives in the Priest of the
Bew and his asseciate. Zoemerphic gids play their pert in the
medicins secieties.

In this brief paper I will cenfine myself te the creatien and
classification of the ancestral gods. The genesis of the Zuiii is
known te bul fsw eu’side the wriestheod, and it is carefully
guarded Ly them. '

In the beginning Awenawilena (Sun Father) and Yienan
(Meen Mether) existed above and Shiwanni (Priest-man) and
Shiwano'ka (Prisst-woman) existed belew. All was shiyelolo—feg
o1 mist. With the breath frem his heart Awenawilena created
clouds and thc great waters of the werld. Then said Shiwanni,
“1, teo, will create senething beautifal and which will give up
light at night when eur Meen Mether sleeps;” and, spitting
into the palm of his left hand, he patted the spittle wi*h the
fingers of his right hand and the spittle feamed like yncea sucds
and then fermed ‘nte subbles of many colers, which he blew
upward, ané created the heavens, cnd Shiwanni was greatly
satisfied.

Then Shiwane‘ka (Priest-weman) said, *“ See what I can do;”
and she spit inte the palm of her left hard and watted the spittle
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with the firgers of her right hand, and the saliva foamed like
yucca suds, £nd, ranuing ever her hand, it spread everywhuare,
and thus she mmted Awitelin'sits (]“anh Mether).

Shiwanni and Shiwane’ka alse created the Zufii, many being
bern ene after the ether in rapid succession. Suu TI'ather and
Meen Metheralways existed ; so alse Shiwanni and Shiwanetka.

The Zufii welieve they were created in an irnermest werld,
which the call Awitintehula, “ Feurth Werld;” alse Annesiea-
tehula, “ Blackness-ef-seot Weorld.” The Sun Fathe;, being aviare
of their existence, wished te bring them te his presence, se he
created two sens—K&wwituma and Wats--, usi—by impregnat-
ing twe dits of feam with his beams.. After their creation the twe
jeined their Sun Father ky threwing meal upwurd, which fermed
a road, ever which they ascended. The Sun Father previded
them with sows frem the rainbew, arrows eflightning, «nd shields
of clouds, and bade them ge to the Underwerld and Wring his
children to his preserce. The twe reat the earth with their light-
ning arrews and deszended inte Awitintehula (Feurth W orld).

Space will net pernit us te relate the experiences of the Twin
Sens in the innermest world. The Zuifii were led by them te a
-verld abeve, which is called Awishetehula, “ Mess World,” frem
a fine mess suppesed tohave enveiepecd this werld. Aguin, they
ascended te Pin’ancla-tehula, “ Mud World,” and again te Liit'-
»wu-tehula, “ I'eather Werld,” reference weing te the sun’s rays
peneirating inte this werld like se riany feathers—in fact, the
rays are called the sun’s feathcrs; finally they asconded to the
duter Werld, vhich they designate as Yam'yito'ka ti‘chu iin
tekehannang u nati *kandp‘ka, which signifies, ¢ ®ur Sun Father,
we see the light of day and drew in the sacred breath.”

Altheugh these peeple lived ir. a werld ef darkness and could
net see ene anether, they had a priestheod fer each of the six
regions. The Priesi of the Zenith was net asseciaied with the
Suu TPather, for as yet they knew him net. ®n their coming to
this werld Wats+,uasi and Kew'wituma desirec thai a pekwin er
deputy te the Sur. Futher be appeinted ; se taey chese Yanewu-
Iuha, a man pessessed of much wisdem and feresight, and they
had him fill the place of Priest of the Zenith , therefere siace that
tirne the Priest of the Zenith and ths Suu Priest have been eue
and the same. : _

When the wverld was still new te the Zufii, Wats4,us: und Kew'-
wituma organized feur societies. These were the Shiwannakwe



