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them 0111' pa.1't3'divided, 'Zetwr'en N11.Dies 21nd llonet 0.11111-
111111131 .311 W33 open but, 011 a1vi11<g at 1m we '14] very  

  evident 11111183 of the re.tnerxtirm(121113113, which 2116: 1 _ ‘
press the in. guatien 01
libs: at the dounfail oi the POPE": Enit-‘L'm‘ P
re~11a1' route ‘1'!)1I21R1'j3 e to Florence uz'c'i PM"no 21.1111 Petunia.
11'a51'1r210nge1' availahie, as the flood}tad car16d 3:11:13' 1“ost oi'
the bridge: on the miiway. so we were compelled to t: 'e the
111.118.? and, 116113 eircu.m1-3 route 'w't‘i Civita Vecchia, Piga, and
Eimpoli. 1"10111 “lorence, after a delay of tuna days, during

qe quantities of snow tell, we made an at:erupt to
, h. Bnlogna O11 january 13th, but 0111' i .-111'.:kstill ioilowed 113,

3111.1 we. had to return whence we 111111 come.
By the advice of some Italian frienets, we (iecided to 'vait a few

days 31'. Florence before mak' second "itemfgt to cross 1-16
Apennihes. Luckily we sttcvemed thenext time111 crossmg the
mcuntains and: leaving Lomba.r.y ' 1"trout any great incon-
ven1e...e, 101' by this tame the @111 feet of snow which had
cavered the country eve1ywhere had been cleamd110111 the rai-s
V've. extaeriehced 1113 {111111611 d1 -1113! unit! we 111i :1! at Brenner,
Wham, after razrrmzxstrm‘xces 1111 0111' part, we. were turned 01'1; in :1

heavy snowstm'm to find 0111' way as best we. could to, the. 1191.1est
hotel. The next morning we {011-111. that ti1:: muse ot the. 6.121lay
was an avaian 1e, wh, descending a very Sheri time hei'are
our train came 11p, and:rrying with it E11 its downward course
trees and rocksy had euectuaiiy blocked up the line of mils.
VaAgue 1"11mot11s reached the hotel that no trains would pass for 'a
Week, that two battalions of Austrian soldiers were cutting away
through the 13110111. and that the avalanche was 200 yards in

length, 80 feet in height, and extending across the gorge from
side to side. We had 1111 means of ver ving these statements, as
the teiegmph 11'11'83 W818. broken, and the officiazs we1e (wide.ntly
as much111 the dark:15 011;selves. 1w:11ty fourhoutsaLet us the
train bearitw the Tiidiatt mails (mm Brihdisi cameup 11': the same.
5351M, the pat‘engers were treated as we had been, and ordered 11) 1111'".
111 at midmgqht in happy nurance 0f the cause 01 the. deiay
The maiis were, however 5 t up as near as pessibm to the
obs ruction, and thence carried ever the tons 01‘ 1‘.".e timuntains {01'
2. distance of e1g'11 111i1es,to a train wi‘icu was waning 0n the fur-
ther side. The cold Was intense at Bye.mer and the depth. of the
gnaw confined us to the hotel. The weather, huwever, was only
such as might be expected on the Alps, but we had gaoci reason
to, fear from {a.nit'te, as each successive 1min broughtup regulariy
from “erona'Its freight of passengers. and dischargeti them all at
Brenner, 1111ii teh twe hotel: are {1111 and ova.flowing On the
evening of .he thizd (1‘33, as we sat at dinner,i1dings came mat
the line was onee more ciear, and that a. train wcmd probably
start the.t eve..ing to. Munich,' so,tha11‘-<fu‘1 to quit the (31111
monotony of Brenner we left h)tthe night train, anda--ter a deb)"
01 two day "1 vassiiw througi1 the disturbed parts of Germany
we arrived safely111 Engiand having spent eight days m 10213?
from Fierence. W. A. HARRIS
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Providence 01' the (imight (21" 11"athe1'

 

  ..'.e: T}..-

 

  

  

   

 

      

 

  

 

 

  

 

St. Michael’s Minuet

‘1':' the 1:15 t “unmet of' NATURE there appears 2118.11: '1'1‘0111 Mr.
R. A. Peacock, of Jersey, in whi'th he attempts to prove. that
St. Michael's Mount, in Corxawa , was insulated 111 the eleventh
cent'...11%;! To do tz-is, he quotes the passage fmm Demesday
191211111120 the .ands held by the chute}; 0155.1. Michael which.
he trat..siate«.----“ 116117173. holds the church of St Michael,“ 8:8.
Now this ‘mhd,1111', Peacock says, was 240 acres, but the area of
the Mount is .mw only 30 acres, so that there are 2510 acres
missing, therefore it could not at that time have been 2111 iSIaud,
because, 111 the. elevex1th century, it contained at least eight times
as much land as it does at present.

if11fur;umtely for this theory, t'1e passage which Mr. Peacock
tra11s.ates “Keiwal holds the church 11f..t. Michael“ is really
“'lhe chmrch of St Michael holds, lrei'W11, 01' Tremhai,” as it is
called 01'. p.11, which15 3 11121110: in the. parish of S1. Hillar",

. 1'11 1721.1 H. M 11:11:21.1. WmTLEY
Penart‘n, Tz'ua'o, Feb. 0

 

   

 

The Zediatal Light

111‘»ATURE for January *6 111 the ceutse 01 1111 interesti1..g
acceum 01' the Aug..sta Eclipse Exp?.dition, by P111f. W G.
Adams. 01 11:111.;3 C011ewe there is a short:11Ms‘101'1tot11eZodiaca1
1.131111, which can hardly {31. to be leaked 011 by many..."" being,
131.9111 921 seen1111; of the av.they start the QCL’é‘sSiQSL 1.1ttha1'it'15.1'"
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as well as i111porta.=.1t 311d instructwe ' (1h 30:“ 01'.
Mon lay evening (runs the. article 111 _ utioz‘ii we S w :1 1,1111
display 01‘ 'izfi zodiacni light, consistingof b1 1.1111. pii‘hi 5:19am;

sirettri..1'11'r per1611111cniariy to ‘he hur1zo.., theplrmet jupitei being
just 011 the most briiliant streamers. Towards the 1101111 and
round “11:1. horizon there were 1115-3 sbemners, " _.

Until asmred by the author that t".m won} “zoriiaczl '7 is; 11.01
'111t from somehing else,'1'. is hardly we1'111 while for 1m:

0 11.1111 out in detail:hat the above deacti'fitian meattons almost,
eve.uh-r1g which does not heiong t0 the true zodi....a1 11"111, and
101thimg 1.1111111 (lees i3¢i01fii<: 1'1. 01' 1.11.11acter1sn it as h1ti1eite known

“013': astrono.119 e. szzx SMYTH311
1,5DR. “Rcrmce, hditiburgg, Feb. 1

The Reign of Law

THE (oiiewing‘ is an extract {mm a letter 1' late“1y received {.0111
a frieild ofmine who. is on the Getting. cal Survey of 111L121 :—-

“ The Duke of .At‘gyl‘. and his Camcil have determined that
the leuvefltka, which are goude111mg}: far the native", are good
engugit {01' 11:, although they are not sufficiei-tiy gooc- for ed11~
Ca;edLEr-mpeans. such as the 81:?.ff Corps amt Civii Sezvxce, 21116

have resolved on, in spite of the Indian Government.
If we c-zuld 011137 getf:Air leave and pension m1es,the 5211.e as
1111.11 of the 1.21111:- ran. and :ducation recewe in the other 551.-
viees, I 5.0 net think Ishcuid be tempted to give: up j-work."
May I he ailowed to inquire W: -ther this is a new illustration

of “ The Reign: of Lev." TANTALI‘S.
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M isadventures in Ccnchalogy

MY experience "WM' 10 me curious; is it unique? I don't
ccmplain, I simply '1...q

_ 1. As channel of communication far a foreign friend, I sent
Capzes oi his 1'?'1'}sable. COHC}!0§Q§1L‘."1WOYi-f. to thtee public libraries
in Great B 21111. I knaw they0were received. They have never
been acknmvledged, '

.2. I sent a complete <et of sheils, 01' a specially 1'11 er
field, to, a foreign ceilectmnthey mere 6. e’ivered by at '
they have never been ackno'zle'iged.

   

 

  

 

3. I. seat (at his mquest} to 21 mm of scietxce a mutihe'; of the
rarer shalts of a r .strict. He acimowleflged 11.3111 through his
clerk.
4 To :1 de:”1111‘ at his e.gent request anti offer of exchanges, I

se..t a quantityIsome hundreds) of she11s.He sent me in return
less than half what he had promised,se1eeted from my list at his
fancy.

5. To a scientific man in America, at his earnest requegt and
offer of exchange, 1 sent a set of the shells 01' a éistrict. No
answer whatever.

' I sent a unique speeiz218.11 of a shell to...§b1'eig71'1 concholog
1‘01 examinatima. i have never beatid more of".1,

7. At the eamest request at a d..a‘1er otfering exchange, my
hmther sen 11 great number 01' Scotch glacial shells. His letter
of request for desidemta was returned 11110175311911

8. A friend near me has more thin once sent 5n.n.hs to'Ger-
man collectors, but has the 52112-113 sad 3:316 01' packetssee'.t, and m
premised returns 11131 e.
Are these 6:311:36 emcee exceptitma}, 91' is concuoiogy fat..1 t0

conscience, 01' are all men liars? VMLL?

 

 
 

ON THE NA TURAL 12.4 W1? 0F MUSC(I'LA 12‘
EXE[’6 2’701V

H.

E. AVING shawn“ that Mr. jevons’ first and third sets
01' experiments iilustrate laws 1 and 2 of muscular

actien, it remams 101' me to 3113191 3' the same flaws to 1115
semnd set 01 experiments, and ts show that the3 “also
illustrate these laws.

Before doing so, a few worés may be said 011 the
subject 01' the maxzmum 0f usefu: effect. E have Shawn,
{mm theory, that '41 mammum of useful effect is obtained
1:1 he‘ding taut weights honzantaliy in. the hand, by using
a weight. which is 73 per cent. at the weight «of the 211m

7' See NATURE, vei.‘15. 3‘5. 32...
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