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XVIII. Account of Flint Weapons difcovered at Hoxne
in Suffolk. By JohnFrere, Efg. F.R.S.and F.A. S,
In a Letter to the Rev. John Brand, Secrezary.

Read June 22, 1797.
SIR, | |

TAKE the liberty to requeft you to lay before the Society fome
flints found in the parifh of Hoxne, in the county of Suffolk,

which, if not particularly objects of curiofity in themfelves, mutt, I
think, be confidered in that light, from the fituation in which they

were found. See Pl. X1V, XV.

They are, I think, evidently weapons of war, fabricated and ufed
by a people who had not the ufe of metals. Th‘éy lay 1n great
numbers at the depth of about twelve feet, in a ftratified foil, Wh1ch
was dug into for the purpofe of raifing clay for bricks.

The ftrata are as follows:
1. Vegetable earth 13 feet..
2. Argill 71 feet.
3. Sand mixed with fhells and other marine fubftances
1 foot. |

4. A gravelly foil, in which the flints are found, genera}‘ly at
the rate of five or fix in a {quare yard, 2 feet.

In the fame ftratumare frequently found fmall fragments of wood,
very perfet when firft dug up, but which foon decompofe on be-
ing expofed to the air; and in the ftratum of fand, (No. 3,) were
found fome extraordinary bones, particularly a jaw-bone of enor-
mous fize, of {ome unknown animal, with the teeth remaining in it.
I was very eager to obtain a fight of this; and finding it had been
carried to a neighbouring gentleman, I inquired of him, but learn-
ed that he had prefented 1t, together with a huge thigh-bone, found
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in the fame place, to Sir Afhton Lever, and it thercfore is proba-
bly now in Parkinfon’s Mufeum.

The fituation 1nh which thefe weapons were found may tempt us
to refer them to a very remote period indeed ; even beyond that of
the prefent world; but,. whatever our conjectures on that head
may be, it will be difficult to account for the {tratum in-which
they lie being covered with another ftratum, which, on that fup-
pofition, may be conjectured to have been. once the bottom, or. at’
leaft the fhore, of the fea. The manner in which they lie would"
lead to the perfuafion that it was a place of their manufa&ure
and.not of their accidental depofit; and the numbers-of them were
{fo great. that the man who carried on the brick-work told me that,
before he was aware of their being objects of curiofity, he had emp-
tied bafkets full of them into the ruts of the adjoining road. It
may be conjetured that the different ftrata were formed.by inun-
dations happening at diftant periods, and bringing down 1n fuccef-
fion the different materials of which they confift: to which I can
only fay, that the ground in queftion does not lie at the foot of any
higher ground, but does itfelf overhang a tract of boggy earth,
which extends under the fourth {tratum ; {o that it thould. rather
feem that torrents had wafhed away the incumbent ftrata and left
the bog-carth bare, than that the bog earth was covered by thiem,
efpecially as the {trata appear to be difpofed horizontally, and pre-
fent their edges to the abrupt termination of the high ground.

If you think the above worthy the notice of the Society, you. will
pleafe to lay 1t before them.

I.am, Sir,
with great refpe&,
Your faithful humble Servant,
JOIIN FRER]
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