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Preprints are complete drafts of scientific research articles posted to 
an online repository before formal peer review and have long been 
part of the scientific publishing ecosystem. As the research community 
commits to much more open practices, preprints are increasingly 
becoming the primary vehicle for scientific dissemination.

You work hard to study, observe, and share findings with the world. 
Publishing your research as a preprint allows that sharing of knowledge to 
happen as publicly, quickly, and effectively as possible.

Preprints are the foundation of the next generation of open access, as 
publication routes without article processing charges (APCs) grow in popularity, 
including Green Open Access, Publish-Review-Curate, and overlay journals.
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Licensing your preprint with CC BY facilitates open access. 
When you publish a preprint on a preprint server, you remain the copyright 
holder of your research and can decide how to license it. Preprints come with 
DOIs that can be added to your CV as evidence of research output, and a 
number of preprint review services facilitate early feedback for researchers, 
which can improve your publication outcomes.

CC BY is the best option to openly license your preprint because it 
maximizes reuse and minimizes the complexity of navigating legal terms 
when sharing your research.

The Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license (CC BY) is the least 
restrictive license. With the CC BY license, as long as attribution is given to you 
as the original author, anyone is free to:

Share
Copy and redistribute the 
article in any medium or format 
for any purpose.

Adapt
Remix, transform, and build upon 
the article for any purpose.

CC BY-licensed preprints

 are available to be translated into other languages

 can be adapted into educational materials and tools

 can be used by the growing preprint infrastructure (e.g., preprint review 
platforms), and fully utilized within the corpus of open access research.
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