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Methods & tools

Documentary analysis - digital and paper-based records (mainly identified via AIS & DEA)
Documentary archaeology - desk-based assessment of sites (AM, EELIS, EKI Varep, Maa-amet, ALVIN etc)
Network visualisation using Gephi (wrangled datasets available at request)
Geographical maps using RStudio (scripts available at request)

Glassworkers

EAA.1257.2.1



Archival Information System (National Archives of Estonia)

ais.ra.ee



Archival Information System (National Archives of Estonia)

ra.ee/dgs/addon/nimreg/index.php.ee



Archival Information System (National Archives of Estonia)

rahvusarhiiv.transkribus.eu



Digitial Archive of Newspapers (National Library of Estonia)

dea.digar.ee



Digitial Archive of Newspapers (National Library of Estonia)

dea.digar.ee



Dataset II
Open Access raw dataset with 22 main parameters for workers (DataDOI.ee)



Dataset II (DataDOI view)

doi.org/10.23673/re-448

DATASET

https://doi.org/10.23673/re-448


M. Reppo, EAA.308.2.208, Regio 2009, Kihelkondade skeemiline kaart 1921, ‘Eesti mõisad’
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Connections between
individuals and locations
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Everyday lives of glassworkers:
Community building was evidenced through migration, marriages, and godparenting,
especially from the mid-18th century onwards
Higher number of godparents from the 1760s onwards (average 6)
Disease outbreaks

17th-18th century: 
Germany, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania and Lower Saxony
many small production sites
moved every 1-3 years
Wentzell
Hagen

19th century
Germany, Karelia (Finland) in the second half of the century
attempts on incentivise local Estonians to work at the glassworks
larger factories
decrease in mobility/internal migration
Runge

Results: analysis

EAA.1.1.68, f. 38



Conclusion

Reppo, M. 2023. Moving skills, moving ideas – migrant glassworkers in 17th–19th-century
Estonia. – Post-Medieval Archaeology, 57 (3), 390–408.
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Little legwork,
quick results, but

with errors

Little legwork, lots
of close reading,

combing through
records

Extensive data
wrangling, clean,

easily legible
visuals 
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