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z #InformationForAction

z

•RefNet is a network of expert 
librarians in developing 
search strategies, retrieve 
and evaluate the health 
information for multiple 
purposes

WHAT is RefNet - Network of Reference Librarians?
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zRefNet’s goals

✓To give visibility to search 
strategies developed across 
various health topics;

✓To allow the reuse of 
search strategies by 
different audiences, in 
different locations and 
contexts;

✓To share the skills and 
competencies for this 
activity;

✓ To promote the 
connection between 
search experts and 
researchers, public 
managers and others who 
need the information;

✓To promote cooperation 
and contributions among 
members of the VHL. 
Network.
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zWHO can contribute to the Network?

 

Reference librarians who 
work in health information 
retrieval in various contexts 
and different environments 
like universities, government 
agencies, hospitals, research 
institutes, among others.
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zWHICH skills are desirable to a reference librarian?

 ✓ To be Expert in Information Retrieval: Ability to search for and 
obtain accurate and relevant information from various 
databases and information sources.

✓ To Search and Evaluate Evidence: Finds and assesses 
information that support decision-making.

✓ To have Knowledge of Specialized Databases: Familiarity with 
subject-specific databases, particularly in fields such as health, 
science, and technology.

✓ To be Attentive to New Tools and Technologies: Keeps up-to-
date with tools and technologies that facilitate the steps of the 
search, such as tools for evaluating study type methodologies.



z #InformationForAction

zWHY should I join the network?

To be able to have access to:

✓ Web conferences for training and 
skills improvement;

✓ Contributing and accessing 
repository management system;

✓ Publishing search strategies in the 
repository;

✓ Promote the production of search 
strategies created within your 
institution or area of expertise, 
ensuring this documentation remains 
accessible;

✓ To be a member of the VHL Network. 
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z

RefNet has an 
informational 
page on the VHL 
Portal

https://red.bvsalud.org/en/vhl

-reference-network-refnet/

RefNet

https://red.bvsalud.org/en/vhl-reference-network-refnet/
https://red.bvsalud.org/en/vhl-reference-network-refnet/
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zHOW to join the network?

1) Fill out the collaborator 
form.

2) Complete the 
registration for 
cooperating centers.

Access these forms at the 
page here
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zHow can I contribute to this network?

✓ Depositing search 
strategies in the 
repository

https://bvsalud.org/queries

The Repository has 
available more than 
a thousand themes 
with search 
strategies

https://bvsalud.org/queries
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zRepository of Search Strategy

https://bvsalud.org/queries

https://bvsalud.org/queries
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z

✓ Sharing your expertise in webinars organized for the network.

How can I contribute to this network?
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z

Thank you! 

Rosemeire Pinto: pintoros@paho.org

mailto:pintoros@paho.org


✓ Conduct a prior search in 

the repository; 

✓ Ensure the search 

strategies are original or 

new;

✓ Fill in all required fields;

✓ Follow the search syntax 

guidelines for the VHL;

✓ Test the strategy before 

publishing

Submitting a Search Strategy to the Repository

http://red.bvsalud.org/wp-

content/uploads/2024/10/Repository-

of-Search-Strategies-2024.pdf 

Access the tutorial 

http://red.bvsalud.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Repository-of-Search-Strategies-2024.pdf
http://red.bvsalud.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Repository-of-Search-Strategies-2024.pdf
http://red.bvsalud.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Repository-of-Search-Strategies-2024.pdf


Editors are responsible for 
reviewing search strategies 
submitted by contributors. 

Review and Publication



Once a search strategy is 

published, contributor is 

responsible for it. However, 

any RefNet collaborator or 

user can suggest updates to 

the published version using 

the "comments" field 

available in the public 

interface of each search 

strategy.

Comments and Updates
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