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• What is an infrastructure? – the elephant 
who are the beholders and  
what do they see? 

 

• What is impact? –  of sandbags and pH 
what is understood as impact 
what is understood as contributing to an impact and  
what is accepted as valid information 

 

• Impact is in the eye of the beholder 
RIs can and do address impact proactively 
 

 

Content 
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A research infrastructure – or an elephant 
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• Questions: 

• Who are relevant stakeholders? 

• What is the infrastructure according to the stakeholder? 

• What does the stakeholder expect? 

 

• Plus: the mission / statutes / intentions  

 

• Intentions and expectations 

 

A research infrastructure – or an elephant  
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An impact of a research infrastructure – of sandbags (and pH) 
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• What type of impact does the stakeholder expect 

• What type of impact does the infrastructure intent 

 

• How is an impact understood to become manifest 

 

 

An impact of a research infrastructure – of sandbags (and pH) 
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An impact of a research infrastructure – of (sandbags and) pH 
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An impact of a research infrastructure – of (sandbags and) pH 

• What information does the stakeholder need / accept? 

 

• What information helps to understand impact? 

 

• What information is an indication of an impact? 

• (an indicator does not equal impact) 

 

• Indicators = indications = information 
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• Direct the viewpoint of the beholder 

• Adjust the focus 

• Point out impacts 

 

 

 

 

 

Impacts of research infrastructures – in the eyes of the beholder 



 

 

 

 

16 Impacts of infrastructures  - in the eyes of the beholder 

Leonie van Drooge   

l.vandrooge@rathenau.nl  

@LeonievanDrooge 

 

rathenau.nl/en 

accelerate2020.eu 

 

 

Thank you! 

mailto:l.vandrooge@rathenau.nl
http://www.rathenau.nl/en
http://www.rathenau.nl/en
http://www.accelerate2020.eu/


17 Impacts of infrastructures  - in the eyes of the beholder 

• All members represent largescale research infrastructures  

• They enable materials research: characterisation of matter, from 
subatomair to supramoleculair scale  

• The research is done with equipment (beamlines, instruments) that is 
connected to a powerful source (accelerator, spallation source, laser)  

• Members are:  

• CERIC-ERIC Central European RI Consortium – IT 

• ESS  European Spallation Source ERIC – SE 

• ELI-DC  Extreme Light Infrastructure Delivery Consortium  

• HZG  Helmholtz-Zentrum Geesthacht – DE 

• FRM II  Research Neutron Source Heinz Maier-Leibnitz 
   Munich Technical University – DE 

 

 

Members of ACCELERATE 


