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This paper analyzes syntagms constituted by a potentially referential noun and
the verb ypdopar khraomai (‘to use’) in the Hippocratic writings of the 5th-4th c.
BC, testing their potential inclusion among support-verb constructions. The survey
starts with syntagms including deverbal nouns, which express both a therapeutic
practice and the medical device it involves, and then extends to nouns of foods and
drinks, which combine with ypdopar khraomai to express the actions of ‘eating’
and ‘drinking’. The data suggest the inclusion among support-verb constructions of
syntagms with referential nouns if they refer to a class of objects typically involved
in the action expressed by verbs which act both transitively and intransitively. The
choice of ypdaopai khraomai is explained both semantically and diaphasically.

Il contributo analizza i sintagmi costituiti da un nome potenzialmente referenziale
e il verbo ypdopon khraomai (‘usare’) negli scritti ippocratici del V-IV sec. a.C., te-
standone la possibile inclusione fra le strutture a verbo supporto. La ricerca inizia
analizzando i sintagmi contenenti nomi deverbali, che esprimono sia una pratica
terapeutica, sia il presidio medico che vi é coinvolto, e si estende ai nomi di cibi e
bevande, che si combinano con yp&opou khraomai per esprimere le azioni di “man-
giare” e “bere”. I dati suggeriscono I'inclusione fra le strutture a verbo supporto dei
sintagmi con nomi referenziali, se essi fanno riferimento a una classe di oggetti tipi-
camente coinvolti in azioni espresse da verbi che possono essere sia transitivi sia
intransitivi. La scelta di xp&opou khraomai é spiegata semanticamente e dal punto
di vista diafasico.
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1 Support verb constructions as complex predicates

Traditionally! the definition of “support verb construction” (SVC henceforth) is
applied to those structures in which a predicative noun expresses a state, an event
or a process thanks to its combination with a verb, which only supplies such
grammatical information as tense, voice and person. The event is however only
identified by the noun, which also activates and assigns the argument positions.?

According to this definition, SVCs could only involve nouns which refer to an
action rather than an object. These are often labelled as “predicative nouns” (from
the French definition of “noms” or “substantifs prédicatifs”, see Gross 1981 and
Gross 1989). Lyons (1977), however, speaks of “first order entities” for names of
objects and “second order entities” for names of situations, while Simone (2003)
proposes “‘noms de procés” and Grimshaw (1990: 49-54) labels nouns which are
also argument-assigning as “complex event nominals”.

The traditional definition of SVC also entails that the semantic meaning of the
verb involved in the structure should have no influence on the meaning of the
structure. This is why such verbs are called “light verbs”.3

In recent years, however, studies have come to a more flexible definition of
SVCs. It has been observed that a single noun can combine with different support
verbs (SV henceforth), whose meaning can be more or less “light”. The substitu-
tion of the verb which typically occurs in combination with a predicative noun
may cause a shift in the aspect (Gross 2004b: 349-353) of the expressed action,
but may also give particular nuances to the event, process or state expressed by
the noun. Jezek (2004a) refers to such SV as “extensions de verbe support”. She
compares such expressions as the Italian “dare una risposta” (‘give an answer’),
in which ‘dare’ is a standard SV, and “azzardare una risposta” (lit. ‘hazard an

'The dataset is accessible here: http://dx.doi.org/10.5287/ora-n652gamyj. Hippocratic texts are
quoted by mentioning the numbering, the page and the line in which they appear in the follow-
ing critical editions: Affections: Potter (1988a); Diseases I: Potter (1988a); Diseases II: Jouanna
(1983); Diseases III: Potter (1980); Diseases of Women I and II: Potter (2018); Epidemics II: Smith
(1994); Epidemics V: Jouanna & Grmek (2000); Fractures: Jouanna et al. (2022); Internal Affec-
tions: Potter (1988b); Nature of Man: Jouanna (2002); Nature of Women: Bourbon (2008); Places
in Man: Joly (1978); Regimen in Acute diseases: Joly (1972); Regimen in Acute diseases (Appendix):
Joly (1972); Sight: Joly (1978); Ulcers: Duminil (1998); Wounds in the Head: Hanson (1999) The
number of the volume, page, and line of the traditional edition from Littré (1839/1861) are also
added in round brackets. Unless otherwise stated, all translations have been proposed on the
basis of those present in the Loeb collection. Some minor changes have been made in order to
better highlight the syntactic structure which is the focus of this chapter.

See among many others Gross (1981); Gross (1989); Gross (2004a); Gross (2017); Jezek (2004a);
Langer (2005).

The definition of “light verb” is first found in Jespersen (1942: 117).
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answer’), in which ‘azzardare’ is an extension of the support verb. In English a
similar opposition can be found between “to give an answer” and “to shoot an
answer’.

It can therefore be argued that the semantic value of the verb involved in an
SVC is not always completely bleached and cooperates with the noun in order
to achieve a well-defined meaning.*

The exclusively predicative nature of the noun has been challenged as well,
by noticing that not all nouns involved in SVCs are strictly predicative and
argument-assigning, but that they become predicative once included in such
structures (Bowern 2008: 168—171). In SVCs such as ‘have a shower’ and ‘take
a picture’ ‘shower’ and ‘picture’ express an action, but they can also refer
to concrete objects (“I bought a new shower for my bathroom”; “They taped
a picture of their cat on the door”).> This does not mean that nouns cannot
be predicative by themselves, outside of an SVC, but that — according to the
aforementioned view — some nouns are forced into predication when used in
SVCs.

This is why SVCs have lately been included in the broader category of “com-
plex predicates” multi-headed predicates, in which predication is shared by more
than one element.® However, this redefinition of SVCs makes it harder to posit
a clear limit between them and simple collocations.” Some scholars consider a
solid proof for identifying an SVC its potential equivalence with a synthetic verb
(‘to have a shower’ / ‘to shower’) (Langer 2004: 169-170; Pompei & Mereu (2019:
xxvi)). However, it must be borne in mind that accepting this co-existence on the
synchronic, diastratic and diaphasic levels would entail the acceptance of redun-
dancy in language, something that is often excluded by linguistics.® Nevertheless,

“Pompei (2017: 115-117), for instance, relies on this fact when stating that verbs involved in SVCs
are not completely empty with respect to their predicative force, but can bring more or less
semantic information to the structure, along with the noun.

0n the possibility that nouns which are neither deverbal nor predicative could hold some
predicative force, see Simone & Pompei (2007) and infra § 7.

On the definition of “complex predicates”, see Alsina et al. (1997: 1); Bowern (2008: 165); Butt
(2010: 49). On the inclusion of SVCs among complex predicates, see Bowern (2008); Butt (2010);
Pompei & Mereu (2019: xxiii-xxix).

"Jezek (2004b: 186) defines SVCs as “un sous-type de collocation et plus précisément une col-
location débalancée — du point de vue sémantique — vers le Nom” and proposes a continuum
which goes from traditional SVCs to collocations, through SVCs with an extension of the SV.
On the relationship between SVCs and collocations, see also Jezek (2011: 195-198).

80n the problem, see Jiménez Lopez (2011); Fendel (2020: 18). Pompei (2017: 120) observes that
not all SVCs have a correspondent synthetic verb to which they are formally related. On the
fact that the lack of a synthetic verb form cannot be considered proof for discarding the inter-
pretation of an SVC as such, see also Marini (2010: 155).
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studies as the one conducted by Marini (2010: 159-164) on the use of SVC with
moléopat poieomai in Aristotle, showed that this author often used both forms in
the same work, sometimes within a short distance of each other. Jiménez Lopez
(2011), who ran the same study on Lysias, proposed that the choice to employ
an SVC rather than a synthetic verb could be justified by the fact that SVCs are
more prone to modification and restriction, since the predicative noun can easily
be combined with a modifier. As far as the corpus under scrutiny here is con-
cerned, it can be stated, along with Marini (2010), that both structures (i.e. the
support-verb construction and the simplex verb derived from the same root as
the predicative noun in the support-verb construction) can be found in the same
work (see examples 5, 7 and 8) and that the predicative nouns in SVCs are not
always combined with a modifier (see examples 16, 17 and 21).

2 Corpus

The first steps that have been made in the study of SVCs in Classical Greek (CG
henceforth) focus on a small range of potential light verbs, mostly motéw poied
(‘do’, ‘make’) and #xw ekho (‘have’).” This paper aims at extending the inves-
tigation to the role that the verb yp&opow khraomai (‘use’) may play in such
constructions, even if it is not a typical light verb. In order to do so, a corpus
study has been conducted on the medical writings of the Hippocratic corpus (HC
henceforth).

The HC is a group of around sixty medical works of different length, subject
and dating.!® Some are more rhetorical'!, but many have a technical purpose.
They discuss pathologies and injuries, and the way of healing them by different
preparations and by a particular diet and lifestyle. This paper will take into ac-
count the more ancient ones, dated between the second half of the 5th and the
second half of the 4th c. BC. It has been claimed that complex predicates and,
among them, SVCs, may be created in specific areas of language and then ana-
logically extended to other uses (Bowern 2008). This research may therefore also
be read in parallel with other studies of this same structure in other areas of CG
(see Madrigal Acero in this volume), to evaluate whether there has truly been
influence from one to another area and, if so, in what direction.

The works which compose the HC are also those in which the first efforts made
by ancient physicians to create their own jargon may be identified. For doing so,

°On moléw poied, see Marini (2010); Jiménez Lopez (2011, 2012, 2016). On #yw ekho, see Vansév-
eren (1995); Tronci (2017). See also Jiménez Lopez (1980) on yiyvopou gignomai.

%For an overview of the content and the dating of the treatises here analysed, see Craik (2015);
Jouanna (2017: 529-590).

On the text of the HC that were supposed to be pronounced orally, see Jouanna (1984)
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they created new words, but, most of the time, they just re-employed existing
and common words, to refer to a more specific and sectorial meaning.'? This
specialisation of meaning often concerned verbs (Squeri 2023), from which many
deverbal nouns were also created. CG deverbal nouns are inherently predicative,
since they are derived from a verb expressing an action, but can, at the same time,
refer either to the concrete product of that action, or to one of the referential’®
elements that are involved in that action. Briefly, deverbal nouns can refer both
to an action (1) and to one of its arguments (2).*

1 H 3¢ ye @ oocopia KTROoLg
he de ge philosophia ktesis
ART.NOM.SG PRT PRT philosophy.NOM.sSG acquiring.NOM.SG
EMGTHUNG.
epistemes.

knowledge.GEN.SG
‘Philosophy is an acquiring of knowledge’
(Plato, Euthydemus 288d (philosophy, dialogue))

(2) ot deielog [...] «xtiow EUNV
hoi deixeias [...]  ktesin emen
he.paT.sc  show.AOR.OPT.2sG [..]  possession.AcC.SG  my.ACC.SG
Spdég Te Kol OYepe@eg péyo
dmoas te kai hypserephes mega
slaves.acc.pL and and high.roofed.Aacc.sG great.acc.sG
ddpa.
doma

house.acc.sG

‘Show him [...] my possessions, my slaves, and my great high-roofed
house’
(Homer, Iliad 19.333 (epic, poetry))

20n the creation of the ancient medical jargon, see Benveniste (1965); Irigoin (1980a,b); Skoda
(2004); Schironi (2013)

BThe adjective “referential” is used in this contribution for nouns which refer to a concrete
and existing object, in the sense of Givon (1978: 293): «referentiality is a semantic property of
nominals. It involves, roughly, the speaker’s intent to ‘refer to’ or ‘mean’ a nominal expression
to have non-empty references - i.e. to ‘exist’ — within a particular universe of discourse».

0n the possibility of deverbal nouns to refer to either an activity or an argument, see Comrie
& Thompson (2006) For CG, see Civilleri (2012: 31-34). Chantraine (1933) did not make any
general statement on the subject, but some considerations which go along these lines may be
found in the chapters about deverbatives with the suffixes -po -ma (Chantraine 1933: 183) and
-o1g -sis (Chantraine 1933: 287-288).
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This does not entail that CG only has SVCs with deverbal nouns, but that they
are a good starting point to address the fact that some of the nouns involved in
SVCs can refer to an object and, at the same time, act as predicative once sup-
ported by a verb.!® The next three sections take into account the combination of
xpoopar (khraomai) with four nouns that are derived from three verbs that Hip-
pocratic medicine draws from common language and adapts to the expression
of therapeutic practices: katdmdaopa kataplasma (‘plaster’), kAvopog klysmos
(‘lavage’, ‘douche’) and xAOopa klysma (‘lavage’, ‘douche’), and ntpdobetov pros-
theton (‘vaginal suppository’).

3 katanAdoow kataplasso and xatdmAacpa
kataplasma

KotanmAdoow kataplasso expresses the therapeutic action of plastering a part of
the body with a curative substance. The common form is tA&ccow plasso, whereas
KotanAdoow kataplasso seems to have been created in the HC itself, since in the
5th c. BC the verb is attested only four times outside the HC: Herodotus, Histories,
IV 75 (historiography, prose); Aristophanes, Plutus 721 and 724 (comedy, drama);
Aristophanes, Assemblywomen 878 (comedy, drama). The first three, however,
are used in reference to body and health care. In the HC the plastered substance
may be expressed both in the accusative (3) and the dative case (4). The verb is
however often employed with intransitive value, with the meaning of ‘treat with
plasters’ (5), a feature that it acquires as a consequence of its medical specialisa-
tion, which was not available for the simple form tAdcow plasso. More precisely,
when employed with the meaning of ‘treat with plasters’, the verb acts as an
“unergative”, i.e. as an intransitive verb whose subject is the agent that initiates
the action, and not the patient, as happens in such other intransitives as “Jack

fell”, normally called “unaccusatives”.!®

(3) émide UmoxovdpLa Alvou oTEPHL
Epide hypokhondria linou sperma
to PRT hypochondrium.acc.pr linen.GeN.sG seed.Acc.sG

50n the involvement of CG deverbal nouns in SVCs, see Marini (2010: 160-164) and Jiménez
Lépez (2011).

150On the classification of intransitive verbs into unergatives and unaccusatives and their respec-
tive definition, see Perlmutter (1978) and Levin & Rappaport Hovav (1995), especially Ch. 1.
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5 xpcopai khraomai as a support verb in the Hippocratic Corpus

KATAUTAGGGELY E0g  paldv.
kataplassein heos mazon.
apply.as.plaster.PRs.INF up.to breasts.GEN.PL

‘Apply linseed plasters to the hypochondrium up as far as the breasts’
(HC Regimen in Acute Diseases (Appendix) 33. 1, p. 84, 21-22 Joly (2, 464, 5

L)

(4) 7v xartamidong Y (Foes : i OM) xepopitid |
en kataplases geé (Foes : tfj OM) keramitidi e
if plaster.prs.sBJv.2sG earth.nAT.sG (Foes : tf) OM) for.pottery.DAT.SG or
OAAG (70 TOLOVTQ. ..
allo to toiouto.

other.DAT.SG ART.DAT.SG as.such.DAT.SG

‘If you plaster the patient over with potter’s earth or some other such ma-

terial...
(HC Diseases I 17, p. 138, 2-3 P. (6, 170, 20-21 L.))
(5) xpn 5¢  ovde Ta &V TR
khre de oudeta en to

should.PRS.IND.IMPERS PRT not ART.ACC.PL in ART.DAT.SG

HETAOTD S TVTOG  TOD Xpovov
metopo dia pantos  tou khronou
forehead.nAT.sG through all.GEN.SG ART.GEN.SG time.GEN.SG
KOTOTTAQCGELY Kol émidelv.

kataplassein kai epidein.

treat.with.plasters.PrRs.INF and bandage.PRS.INF
‘But even wounds on the forehead you should not treat with plasters and
bandages continuously’

(HC Wounds in the Head 13, p. 78, 21-22 Hanson (3, 230, 7-8 L.))

It is certainly not by chance that xatanAacpa kataplasma is also attested as a
sort of cognate dative object of katanAéoow kataplasso.”” According to Hale &
Keyser (1987), Hale & Keyser (1993) cognate objects (CO henceforth) of unerga-
tive verbs are part of the logical structure of the action expressed by these verbs,

The relationship between katénlocpo kataplasma and katanldocw kataplasso is opposite
to that which typically exists between a verb and a cognate object, which is normally the
nominal base of a denominal verb. On the use of -pat -ma derivatives as COs in CG, see Horrocks
& Stavrou (2010: 287). This is however unsurprising, since tAdcocw plasso is not originally
a denominal verb as it is not originally unergative, but acquires this event frame only as a
consequence of its medical specialization.
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since they represent the class of entities that must be involved in the action so
that it can be referred to by that verb.!® In combination with the right SVs they
can therefore evoke the same action of which they are a constitutive element, see

(6).

(6) xatamAdooew TV KATOUTAAOPATOV O Tl
kataplassein ton kataplasmaton  ho ti
apply.as.plaster.PRS.INF ART.GEN.PL plaster.GEN.PL  REL.SG.N INDF.ACC.N
av oot doxq) OUHPEPELY.
an soi doke sympherein.

PRT YOU.DAT.SG Seem.PRS.SBJV.35G help.PRS.INF

‘Apply plasters that you think may be beneficial’
(HC Sight 9. 2, p. 171, 22-23 Joly (9, 160, 10-11 L.))

The fact that katdmhaopo kataplasma is the name of a class of objects that
must be involved in a typical action ensures that, if combined as a predicative
phrase with the dative object of xpdaopar khraomai, it can define the action in
which the dative object is involved. Examples (7) and (8) show the equivalence be-
tween the structure with xatanA&ocw kataplasso and tfj paly té maze as a dative
object, and the structure with yp&opar khraomai combined with tfj pé&ly té maze

as a dative object and xatamA&opatt kataplasmati as a predicative phrase.
(7) 10 EAK0g [...] xoatomidoog il
To helkos [...] kataplasas te
ART.ACC.SG wound.ACC.SG [...] plaster.AOR.PTCP.NOM.SG ART.DAT.SG
paln émdnoat.
maze epidesai.

barley.meal.DAT.SG bandage.AOR.INF

‘Having applied a barley-meal as a plaster, bandage the wound.
(HC Wounds in the Head 14, p. 82, 16-17 Hanson (3, 240, 2-3 L.))

®The logical structure of an action such as ‘John laughs’ should therefore be [John do LAUGH]
(Hale & Keyser 1987: 48—50; Hale & Keyser 1993: § 1). For cognate objects as the name of the
prototypical product of an action, see also Massam (1990), who however argues against this
analysis of the logical structure of unergatives. For the equivalence of structures with CO and
SVCs, see Mirto et al. (2007), for English, and Horrocks & Stavrou (2010: 288-289): 288-289 for
AG.

On the possibility of the nominal parts of SVCs acting as predicative phrases, see Pompei (2017:
122-123 and 127-128).
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HOTOoOVTA o¢ XPN KOTOUTTAXOPTL
Motosanta de  khre kataplasmati
pack.AOR.PTCP.ACC.5SG PRT should.PRS.IND.IMPERs plaster.DAT.SG
xpnobar, doov av  mep ypovov Kal )
khresthai,  hoson an  per khronon kai to
use.PRS.INF as.much.Acc.sG PRT PRT time.Acc.sG and ART.DAT.SG
HOTE), .

moto, maze.

bandage.DAT.sG barley.meal.DAT.sG
‘After packing (sc. the wound) you must use as a plaster, for as long a time
as the packing, a barley-cake’

(HC Wounds in the Head 14, p. 80, 20-22 Hanson (3, 236, 3-4 L.))

katamAoopo kataplasma can therefore act both as a predicative noun and as
the noun of a concrete medical device, as in the recipe in (9), which describes
plasters for lesions made of different herbal ingredients.?°

©)

KortanAhdopota  oidnpartwv Kol @Aeypooing [...]:
Kataplasmata oidématon kai  phlegmasieés [...];
plaster.acc.pL swelling.GEN.PL  and inflammation.GEN.sG  [...]:
| €O QAOpOG Kol TG TPLPVLAALOL
he hephthe phlomos kai tes trifyllou
ART.NOM.SG boiled.NoM.sG mullein.NOM.SG and ART.GEN.SG clover.GEN.SG
T @OAM OP& Koi ToD EmuTéTPOL

ta fylla oma kai tou epipetrou
ART.NOM.PL leaf.NOM.PL raw.NOM.PL and ART.GEN.SG rock.plant.GEN.sG
T @OAM epOQ Kol TO TOALOV.

ta fylla hephtha kai to polion.

ART.NOM.PL leaf.NOM.PL boiled.NOoM.PL and ART.NOM.SG hulwort.NOM.SG
‘Plasters for swellings and for inflammation [...]: boiled mullein, raw
leaves of clover, boiled leaves of rock-plant, hulwort.

(HC Ulcers 11. 1, p. 58, 16-19 Duminil (6, 410, 5-7 L.))

There is only one occurrence of xpdaopar khraomai with xotaniocpa kata-
plasma in the HC, but this structure is inherited by the medical tradition. For
instance, this structure recurs 16 times in Galen. Interesting equivalences may

220n the fact that -po -ma deverbatives may refer to a referential object or an instrument of an
action, see Civilleri (2012: 159-168).
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be found between the prescriptions formulated with xatanAdoow kataplasso in
the HC and those formulated with xatanA&opatt xpdopow kataplasmati khrao-
mai by later authors. The recipes proposed for fluxes in the gynecological writ-
ings of the HC and in the gynecological writings of Soranus (2nd c. AD) may
thus be compared. In the HC the use of myrtle as a plaster is prescribed by us-
ing popoivng @OA o myrsines fylla as the object of xatamAdcow kataplasso, see
(10), while in Soranus the use of the same ingredient in a plaster is specified by
a prepositional phrase dependent upon katamAdopact kataplasmasi, the dative
object of xpricOou khresthai, see (11).

(10) axrhg Kol pupoivig @OA L KATATAAOGE.
aktes kai myrsinés fylla kataplasse.
elder.GEN.sG and myrtle.GEN.SG leaf.acc.pL apply.as.plaster.PRs.IMP.25G

‘Apply plasters of elder and myrtle leaves’
(HC Diseases of Women II 193 (3), p. 414, 4 Potter (8, 374, 16 L.))

(11) 7oig dux  gowikwv Kol KLdwViwv Kal pupoivng
tois dia  phoinikon  kai kydonion kai myrsines
ART.DAT.PL with date.GEN.PL and quince.GEN.PL and myrtle.GEN.SG
KOTOMAQOPOOL Kol kKnpwtodg  yphodot.
kataplasmasi  kai kerotais khresthai.
plaster.DAT.PL and cerate.DAT.PL use.PRS.INF
‘One should use plasters as well as cerates made of dates, quinces, and

myrtle’
(Soranus Gynaecology 111 46, 1)

4 kA klyzo, kAvopog klysmos and kAOopa klysma

The verb xA0lw klyzo and its deverbal derivatives kAVopa klysma and xAvo-
pog klysmos show similar behavior. kA0Cw klyzo is used in the Homeric epic to
express the motion of “crashing” waves and, like most verbs of motion, is used
intransitively, as an unaccusative.?! Hippocratic medicine rationalizes the power
of water movement and starts using the verb to refer to the therapeutic practice
of purging with an enema, a lavage, or a douche (Squeri 2023: ch. 5). In the HC,
KAOCw klyzo is therefore used transitively with what is to be cleaned as a direct

'Homer, Iliad 14.392-393 (epic, poetry): ékA0c0n 8¢ B&Aacoa moti k\iotag te véog Te / Apyeiwy
eklysthe de thalassa poti klisias te neas te crash.AOR.IND.PASS.3SG PRT sea.NOM.SG towards
hut.acc.pL and ship.acc.pL and Argives.GEN.PL ‘The sea crashed towards the huts and ships
of the Argives’.
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object and the purging liquid which is set in motion as a dative of instrument,
see (12).

(12) xAOClew T oTA oV yAvkel.
klyzein ta ota 0ino glykei.
make.a.lavage.PRS.INF ART.ACC.PL ear.ACC.PL Wine.DAT.SG sweet.DAT.SG
‘Make a lavage to the ears with sweet wine’
(HC Diseases III 2, p. 72, 1-2 Potter (7, 120, 9-10 L.))

However, as was the case with katamA&oow kataplasso, in the HC kA0{w klyzo
may also be found in intransitive structures, with unergative value and the mean-
ing of ‘make a lavage’, ‘make an enema’, see (13).

13) Té IMoppevickov moudi KOPOTNG.
To Parmeniskou paidi kophotes.
ART.DAT.SG Parmeniscus.GeN.SG child.pDAT.5G deafness.NoM.sG
Huvrjveyke ur KAOCewv, Swakabaipetv 8¢
Xyneénenke meé klyzein, diakathairein de

help.AoR.IND.35G not make.a.lavage PRS.INF clean.PRS.INF PRT
elplw podvov.
eirio mounon.
wool.DAT.sG only.ADV
‘Parmeniscus’ child, deafness. It was helpful not to make any lavage, and
only clean with wool instead’
(HC Epidemics V 66. 1-2, p. 30, 8-10 Jouanna-Grmek (5, 244, 4-5 L.))

This standardized activity can also be referred to by the deverbal nouns kAvo-

pog klysmos?? and k\bopa klysma, which can be used as nouns referring to ac-
tions, see (14).

(14) xAvopdv amn ALy Ot TOVTWV, TANV  0ivou Kol
klysmon apeéllakhthai panton, plen oinou kai
douche.GEN.PL abstain.PRF.INF all.GEN.PL except wine.GEN.SG and
0datog.
udatos.

water.GEN.SG

‘Abstain from any douche except of wine and water.
(HC Diseases of Women II 115, p. 280, 9-10 Potter (8, 250, 14-15 L.))

#2Chantraine (1933: 146-147) states that the suffix -pédg -mos tends to be employed for creating
nouns referring to actions, rather than referring to objects. Civilleri (2012: 152) observes how-
ever that «il tipo di processo denotato dai nomi in -pog -mos € piu definito e cio ne favorisce
la lessicalizzazione come nomi concreti».

143



Elena Squeri

The predicative nature of these nouns makes it possible to insert them in an
SVC, and, again, the chosen verb is yp&opat khraomai. Other than the equiva-
lence with a synthetic verb, a typical test to prove that a structure is in fact an
SVC is the possibility of the noun acting as a predicate by activating an argument
structure which can codify the same information as that of the synthetic verb
(Gross 2004a: 345-346; Langer 2004: 181-182; Jiménez Lopez 2011, 2012). As ob-
served by Jiménez Lopez (2012), when the synthetic verb is transitive, the equiva-
lent SVC tends to codify the direct object as an objective genitive. This is exactly
what happens between (15) and (16).23

(15) v KOLAINV KAOCewv XOAD
ten koilien klyzein khulo
ART.ACC.SG cavity.ACC.sG make.an.enema.PRS.INF juice.DAT.SG
TTLIOAVNG N péALTL
ptisanés e meliti.

barley.gruel.GEN.SG or honey.DAT.SG

‘Make an enema to her cavity with barley gruel or honey’
(HC Diseases of Women I 26, p. 72, 24-25 Potter (8, 70, 16 L.))

(16) ToioL 8¢ éuétowon Xpn Kol ToioL
Toisi de emetoisi khre kai toisi
ART.DAT.PL PRT emetic.DAT.PL should.PRS.IND.IMPERS and ART.DAT.PL
KOTUKAVOPOGOL TG KOLAING OS¢ xpfobon.
kataklysmasi  tes koilies hode khresthai.

enema.DAT.PL  ART.GEN.SG cavity.GEN.SG thus.ADV use.PRS.INF

‘Emetics and enemas for the cavity should be thus used.
(HC Nature of Man 20, p. 212, 1-2 Jouanna (= Salubr. 5; 6, 78, 3-4 L.))

However, example (17) shows a different structure, with xouAin koilié inserted
in a prepositional phrase. Langer (2004) argues that a misalignment between the
argument structure of the synthetic verb and that of the SVC may be evidence
in favour of a slight difference in meaning between the two. Marini (2010: 174-
175) analyses the coding of the “indirect object” in a prepositional phrase as the
result of the process of intransitivization which, according to her, is undergone
by SVCs with motéopoun poiéomai, as opposed to similar constructions with motéw
poieo. In this case, however, it must be borne in mind that kA0Cw klyzo is subject

#The form xatéxAvopa kataklysma is very rare. It is only employed in passage (16) of Nature of
man, in subsequent commentaries on this passage by Galen and in two passages of Oribasius
(4th c. AD) and Stephanus (6th/7th c. AD).
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to a locative alternation??, since, while in the HC the target of the motion of the

liquid substance is codified as a direct object, in Homer (but see also Euripides,
Hippolitus, 653-654 [tragedy, dramal), it is originally inserted into a prepositional
phrase (see note 26).2>

Moreover, the statement of Marini (2010) is not relevant with reference to SVCs
with xpdopar khraomai, which does not have an active counterpart as motéoport
poieomai does.

(17) xAvopd KT KOLAInV xpioBor  dwx TpiTNg
klysmo kata koilien khresthai  dia trites
enema.DAT.SG to cavity.Acc.sG use.PRS.INF through third.Gen.sG
NpéPNG.
hémeres.
day.GEN.sG

‘Make an enema for the cavity every other day’
(HC Regimen in Acute Diseases (Appendix) 2. 111 1, p. 69, 17 Joly (2, 398, 12

L))

KAvopog klysmos is however also employed to refer more concretely to the
liquid used in the therapy expressed by kA0Cewv klyzein, which thus becomes a
KAVopog klysmos. In (18) the predicative force is held by kA0Cewv klyzein itself, and
KAvopog klysmos, while acting as a sort of dative CO, refers to a well quantified
liquid substance.

(18) KAOCewv 8¢, nv oén,
klyzein de, én dee,
make.a.douche.PRs.INF PRT, if be.necessary.PRs.SBJV.IMPERS,
KAVGPE mAéov 1§} dvol KOTOAQUG.
klysmo pleon e dysi kotylais.

douche.DAT.sG more.ADV than two.DAT.PL cotyle.DAT.PL

‘Make a douche, if it is required, with a douche of more than two cotyles’
(HC Nature of Women 33. 29, p. 46, 8-9 Bourbon (7, 370, 11-12 L.))

#4On locative alternations in general, see Levin (1993: 350-351). For Archaic and Classical Greek,
see de la Villa (2017: 540-541).

“Note that the compound form SixA0{w diaklyzo is also used in the HC with the substance
injected as a lavage (the Theme) rather than with the part of the body which must be
“cleaned” (the Target) as a direct object, showing the alternating nature of the verb: HC Epi-
demics V 67, p. 30, 14 Jouanna-Grmek (5, 244, 8 L.): Kaotoplov kai mémept StaxAvlopévn
wgeleito Kastorion kai peperi diakluzomené opheleito; castorium.acc.sG and pepper.Acc.sG in-
ject.PRS.PTCP.MID.NOM.SG help.IMPF.IND.IMPERS ‘She got help when she injected castorium and
pepper (scil. in her mouth)’.
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KAvopog klysmos and kAdopa klysma may be considered two COs of kA0{w
klyzo in its medical sense: they refer to the whole class of objects that must be
involved in the therapeutic action expressed by the verb. Once a liquid substance
is employed in an action expressed by kA0{w klyzo, it becomes a kAvopog klysmos
or a kAVopa klysma. This is why one may posit an equivalence between the
combination of the verb with a nominalized adjective in the dative case, see (19),
and the combination of yp&opauw khraomai and kAvopog klysmos in the dative,
combined with the same modifier, see (20).

(19) "Hv é\kwbénot 0odpag, alpo Kol
En  helkotheosi sphodros, aima kai
if ulcerate.AOR.SBJV.PASS.3PL  vehemently.aApv  blood.acc.sc  and
ooV koBaipeton [...] xAOCewv
puon kathaireitai [...] klyzein
PUS.ACC.SG clean.PRS.IND.PASS.3SG [...] make.a.douche.PRS.INF
dpLpéot Kol podBakoiot Kol oTpLuPVoicLY
drimesi kai malthakoisi kai stryphnoisin

acrid.pAT.PL and emollient.DAT.PL and astringents.DAT.PL

‘If (sc. the uterus) becomes very ulcerated, blood and pus will be discharged
[...] make a douche with acrid, emollient, astringent douches...
(HC Diseases of Women I 65, p. 138, 22-28 Potter (8, 134, 9-14 L.))

(20) kAbopatt O poABakd XPNOAUEVED
klysmati de malthako khresameno
enema.DAT.SG PRT emollient.DAT.SG use.AOR.PTCP.DAT.SG
EAntev | 640V,
elexen he odyne.

stop.AOR.IND.3SG ART.NOM.SG pain.NOM.SG

‘His pain was relieved when he used an emollient enema’
(HC Epidemics V 73. 5, p. 33, 12-13 Jouanna-Grmek (5, 246, 19-20 L.))

It must however be noted that it is not mandatory for the noun in the SVC
to be combined with a modifier: kAbopatt xpricOouw klysmati khresthai can be
used with the same meaning shown by kA0Cewv klyzein in its intransitive use, as
shown in (21).

(21) fvoéE 1 yaoThp ur OIoXwpPEN,

en de he gaster meé hypokhoree,
if PRT ART.NOM.SG cavity.NOM.sG not withdraw.pPRs.sBJv.35G
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kAVopatt  xpioBon 1} Pordve.
klysmati khresthai € balano.
enema.DAT.SG USe.PRS.INF O Suppository.DAT.SG

‘If the belly does not pass anything, use an enema or a suppository.
(HC Affections 14, p. 24, 11-12 Potter (6, 222, 2-3 L.))

5 mpootiOnut prostithemi and npocOetov prostheton

In the area of gynecology mpocotiOnp prostithémi develops the special meaning of
‘applying vaginal suppositories’, which are consequently referred to as tpdcBeta
prostheta.?® As happened with katamAéoow kataplasso and kAOlw klyzo, tpoc-
TiOnp prostithémi may be used intransitively with this special sense.?’ To deal
with a flux some fumigations and the application of suppositories are prescribed
in (22).28 This second action is, however, expressed by mpooti®nut prostithémi
alone.

(22) "Hv pdog gyyévnon [...] boBvpAv
En rhoos eggeneétai [...] hypothymien
if flux.NoM.sG develop.AOR.SBJV.3sG [...] fumigate.PRS.INF
oxooca Enpaivel Kol
hokosa xérainei kai

REL.INDF.NOM.PL dry.PRS.IND.3sG and

npocTiféval.
prostithenai.
apply.suppositories.in.the.vagina.PRs.INF
If a flux occurs [...] Fumigate from below with drying agents and apply
vaginal suppositories.
(HC Nature of Women 90. 1, p. 78, 12-14 Bourbon (7, 408, 18-20 L.))

%The word is found both with proparoxytone and oxytone accentuation. I use the proparoxytone
form, while reproducing the accentuation chosen by the editor in direct quotations from the
Hippocratic text.

“’Note that this kind of process, which I called ‘semantic specialisation’ in Squeri (2023), also in-
volved the SVC ntpocéyw tov vodv prosekho ton noun (‘pay attention’), which, in the evolution
from Classical to Modern Greek, became so standardised that now mpocéyw prosekho alone
can express this meaning.

%The link of mpootiOévan prostithenai with 6xéca Enpaivel hokosa xérainei as an anaphoric
object (on which, see Luraghi 2003) is very unlikely since in the whole corpus of the gyne-
cological treatises a prescription for drying suppositories is never found. Suppositories were
mostly used for purging, irritating, and emollient purposes.
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This happens because, when used in gynecology, this verb has a predefined
object in the logical structure of the action it expresses, a suppository, which
is therefore called mpocBetov prostheton and acts as a sort of CO. This is why,
exactly as has been observed for kAvopog klysmos and kAbopa klysma in the pre-
vious section, the direct combination of the verb with any form of nominalized
modifier is equivalent to the use of the same modifier with tpdcOetov prostheton.
Examples (23) and (24) are parallels of the same clinical case in two gynecological
writings.?? In the first one pocBeivan prostheinai is combined with the relative
clause & pnj dri&eta ha meé dexetai, which apparently acts as an argument relative
clause®?, but, since the action has the class of suppositories as a predefined ob-
ject, it actually narrows the type of suppositories to be applied to non-irritating
ones.

(23) émaita mopujoog TG VOTEPOG olve
epeita  pyriésas tas hysteras oino
after.ADv foment.AOR.PTCP.NOM.SG ART.ACC.PL uterus.ACC.PL Wine.DAT.SG
[...] tpocBeivan & pn On&eta.
[...] prostheinai  ha me deéxetai.

[...] apply.AOR.INF REL.PL.N not bite.FUT.IND.35G

‘After fomenting the uterus with wine [...] apply non-irritating supposito-

ries.
(HC Nature of Women 14. 3, p. 18, 6-7 Bourbon (7, 332, 10-11 L.))

(24) émaitae mupioan Kol KoToovay TOG

epeita pyriésai kai kataionan tas

after.aApv foment.prRS.INF and moisten.with.liquid.PRS.INF ART.ACC.PL

VOTEPAG ({0 oLV Tfj dagpvy, Kol tpooTiféval

hysteras to syn te daphne, kai prostithenai

uterus.ACC.PL ART.DAT.SG With ART.DAT.sG laurel. DAT.SG and apply.PRs.INF

npocBeTov koBaptiplov O Th)|

prostheton katharterion  ho me

vaginal.suppository.Aacc.sG cleaning.DAT.SG REL.NOM.SG not

dnEetau.

dexetai.

bite.FUT.IND.3SG

‘Then foment and moisten the uterus with a preparation of laurel, and

#0On the presence of parallels between the writings Nature of Women and Diseases of Women,
see Bourbon (2008: xii-xvi).

%°0n the classification of relative clauses in Ancient Greek, see Crespo, Conti & Maquieira (2003:
378-379).
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apply a cleaning, non-irritating vaginal suppository’
(HC Diseases of Women II 131, p. 312, 2-4 Potter (8, 278, 22-280, 1L.))

Being the predefined object involved in a certain action, tpdcOetov prostheton
has thus both a referential and a predicative meaning, even though it never refers
to the action itself, as kA\vopog klysmos did in (14).3! This is why, when combined
as a predicative phrase with yp&opar khraomai and its dative object, tpécBetov
prostheton is the element that defines the action to be realised, see (25).

(25) Oeppd 0daTL alovay, Kol poppdkolol
thermo hydati aionan, kai  pharmakoisi
hot.paT.sG  water.DAT.sG foment.PRS.INF and medication.DAT.PL
Beppaivovot xpiiobar  mpocHetoiot.
thermainousi khresthai  prosthetoisi.

Wwarm.PRS.PTCP.DAT.PL use.PRS.INF vaginal.suppository.DAT.pPL
‘Foment with hot water, and use warming medications as vaginal applica-
tions (or ‘as vaginal suppositories’).

(HC Places in Man 47. 7, p. 78, 23-24 Joly (6, 346, 16-17 L.))

In (26) pocBétoiol dpéat prosthetoisi drimesi refers to the sharp supposito-
ries as concrete therapeutic objects, but, in combination with xpd&opan khraomai,
the syntagm expresses the same action that, in parallel to this same passage in
Nature of Women in (27), is conveyed by the verb mpootibnu prostithemi in com-
bination with t& Spyéa ta drimea as a nominal adjective.

(26) "Hv &¢ VOypoOTEpOV I 70 oTOpa
En de hygroteron é to stoma
if  PRT moist.COMP.NOM.SG be.PRS.SBJV.35G ART.NOM.SG mouth.NOM.SG
TV VoTEPEWV [...] TpocBétoion 5¢
ton hystereon [...] prosthetoisi de

ART.GEN.PL uterus.GEN.PL [...] vaginal.suppository.DAT.PL PRT

dpipéot xprioBad.

drimesi khresthai.

sharp.DAT.PL use.PRS.INF

‘If the mouth of a woman’s uterus is too moist [...] employ sharp supposi-

tories.
(HC Diseases of Women I 18, p. 60, 7-9 Potter (8, 58, 3-4 L.))

*IGreek deverbal nouns in -tov -ton normally refer to concrete arguments of the action and not
to the action itself (Civilleri 2012: 180-181).
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(27) "Hv vypotepov 100 Koupod T0
En  hygroteron tou kairou to
if  moist.COMP.NOM.SG ART.GEN.SG due.measure.GEN.SG ART.NOM.SG
oTOpHA TV VOTEPEWV B pooTIféva
stoma ton hystereon e, prostithenai
mouth.NOM.SG ART.GEN.PL uterus.GEN.PL be.PRS.SBJV.3SG apply.PRS.INF
T dpLéa.
ta drimea.

ART.ACC.PL sharp.Acc.pL

‘If the mouth of a woman’s uterus is moister than it should be, apply sharp
substances as a suppository (= apply sharp suppositories).
(HC Nature of Women 24. 1, p. 25, 5-6 Bourbon (7, 342, 6-7 L.))

6 Preliminary conclusions

In the HC yp&opow khraomai combines with deverbal nouns, which can some-
times refer to a therapeutic activity, but mostly refer to the type of medical device
involved in that activity. The structure seems to be equivalent to the use of the
verbs from which the nouns are derived, both in their intransitive, see (22), and
in their transitive uses. In this second case, the argument structure of the syn-
thetic verb may appear with the noun, see (15), (16), (17), but, most of the time,
the noun simply combines with those modifiers that are otherwise combined
with the verb as neuter adjectives or as relative clauses with argument value. If
one considers the entities signified by these nouns a predefined argument of the
action expressed by the specialised sense of the verb from which they are de-
rived, any restriction applied to this class of entities, which recur as COs or as
the nominal part of an SVC, equals a restriction on the action expressed by the
verb. The modification of a CO or of the predicative noun in an SVCs is normally
equivalent to the adverbial modification of the action signified by the synthetic
verb.3

The syntagms in which xpd&opo khraomaiis combined with katdnAacpa kat-
aplasma, xAvopodg klysmos and kAvopa klysma, and ntpdcBetov prostheton, how-
ever, do not involve abstract predicative nouns, which refer to actions that can be
thought of as modified adverbially, but mostly concern concrete objects included

%2For COs, see Huddleston & Pullum (2002: 305) for English, Horrocks & Stavrou (2010: 287)
and Bruno (2011: 103) for AG. For predicative nouns in SVCs, see, among many others, Langer
(2004: 181-182), for modern languages, Marini (2010: 156) and Jiménez Lopez (2016: 197-198)
for AG.
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in specific actions. Therefore, the equivalence is not between the adjectival mod-
ification of the CO or of the nominal part of the SVC and the adverbial modifi-
cation of the synthetic verb, but between the adjectival restriction of the class
represented by the CO or by the nominal part of the SVC and the combination of
the verb with the same nominalized adjective. In this latter case, the restriction
still applies to the class of objects whose involvement in the action expressed by
the verb is mandatory.

Another question to be answered is that of the role that yp&opor khraomai
plays in the structure. Is it correct to consider it an SV or does it have its full
meaning, by which it prescribes the ‘use of an instrument’? It is indeed true that,
since these nouns refer to concrete medical devices, the verb could simply pre-
scribe their use in medical practice. If one applies to example (11) the so-called
‘zeugma test’>3, according to which a verb cannot be used with both light and
full value when linked to two coordinated arguments, only one of which is pred-
icative, a predicative value must be either given to knpwrtoaig kérotais or denied
to xatanAdopaot kataplasmasi.

Considering the objects referred to by these nouns instruments would also be
in line with the fact that, as far as katanAdccw kataplasso and kAO{w klyzo are
concerned, the substance that must be employed in the therapeutic action is of-
ten codified in the dative. However, this does not apply to tpoctifnu prostithemi
and to some uses of katanAdoow kataplasso. Moreover, it must be noted that the
medical devices referred to by these deverbal nouns become an instrument, but
their use in the action requires their change of state, which takes place in the
way prescribed by the verbal stem from which they are derived: katanAdopata
kataplasmata must be ‘spread over’ the body, kAvopoi klysmoi and xAbopato
klysmata must be ‘injected’, and npdcBeta prostheta must be ‘applied’. This is
not canonical for dative objects, whose coding in the dative has the exact pur-
pose of underlining how the object takes part in the action without undergo-
ing any change of state (Luraghi 2010: 66—67). It can therefore be provisionally
noted that xpd&opat khraomai is not involved in this structure with its full mean-
ing, which, however, is not completely bleached either. xp&opot khraomai can
therefore be considered an SV only by accepting the more flexible definition pre-
sented in Section 1, which assumes that SVCs are characterized by the sharing of
the predicative power between the SV and the noun.

Further and stronger evidence in favour of the interpretation of yp&opou khrao-
mai as an SV will be given in the next section.

*Langer (2004: 179): *“he gives a lecture and a lot of money”.
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7 Foods and drinks

Hippocratic medicine considered diet and lifestyle an important factor to prevent
and to cure certain diseases. The following of a diet is often expressed by the
dative Siaitr diaite combined with yp&opou khraomai. CG also has the synthetic
verb St diaitao, mostly used in the middle-passive form, to express the same
action expressed by diaitny ypbopou diaite khraomai, see (28) and (29).

(28) mnouvy&lewv Sraity poABokr XPOHEVOV
hésukhazein diaite malthake khromenon
rest.PRS.INF diet.DAT.SG emollient.DAT.SG use.PRS.PTCP.ACC.SG
(Cornarius : -og OM).

(Cornarius : -og 6M).
(Cornarius : -og 6M)

‘Have him rest and employ>* an emollient diet.
(HC Diseases II 2, p. 72, 7-8 Potter (7, 120, 15-16 L.))

(29) Zxomy [...]  o@radpog  SwutnBévt
Skopa [...]  phlauros diaitethenti
Scopas.naT.sG  [...] badly.apv  follow.a.diet. AOR.PTCP.PASS.DAT.SG
| KOLAin e o).
he koilie apelephthe.

ART.NOM.SG cavity.NOoM.SG block.AOR.IND.PASS.35G

‘Scopas [...] from the following of a poor diet his bowels were seized.
(HC Epidemics II 3, 11, p. 56, 12-14 Smith (5, 112, 9-10 L.))

diouta diaita is a noun referring to a process and is not referential. However,
in order to be on a certain diet one needs to eat certain foods and drink certain
drinks, see (30). This assumption can justify, at least from the semantic point
of view, the extension of the structure with yp&opow khraomai to nonpredica-
tive nouns such as ot6v poton (‘drink’) and oitog sitos (‘food’). Such structures
make more evident the role of ypd&opouw khraomai as an SV, since the action thus
expressed does not entail the “use” of its dative object, which is however a con-
crete element which could ideally be involved in such an action (see infra exam-
ple 42).

**In this example, as well as in examples (30), (37) and (39), I decided to follow the choice made
by the translators in the Loeb collection of translating xp&opou khraomai as ‘employ’, since it
renders transparently the meaning of the verb.
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(30) rtoiot TOTOIoL Kol oitolol xprobw
toisi potoisi kai sitoisi khrestho
ART.DAT.PL drink.DAT.PL and food.DAT.PL use.PRS.IMP.35G
poABaxoiot.
malthakoisi.

emollient.DAT.PL

‘She should employ emollient drinks and food.
(HC Nature of Women 25. 1, pp. 25, 17-26, 18 Bourbon (7, 342, 16 L.))

Here one can see a first step towards the use of the structure with yp&opat
khraomai as an SV in combination with nouns that do not predicate an event
or a process in any way. wotov poton is a deverbal form from mivw pinoé and
retains some predicative force, but this does not apply to citog sitos. It is also
clear that the action expressed by the SVC does not involve the employment of
these substances as tools, but implies their change of state or, more precisely,
their consumption.

However, both motov poton and citog sitos can be considered nouns referring
to a ‘class’ or to a ‘genus’ of substances: drinks and foods. Therefore, they are
not fully referential either (Givon 1978: 293-295).

moTOV poton is not the only deverbal noun referring to drinks used in this
structure. Another noun frequently combined with xp&opou khraomaiis poenpo
rhophéma, which refers to a particular type of liquid gruel that was to be sipped
by the patient. This is why it is derived from the verb pogéw rhopheo (‘sip’).
It thus refers to an argument of the action expressed by po@éw rhopheo, while
maintaining some predicative force.

In (31) pé@nua rhophéma constitutes the nominal part of pogrpaoct ypeéoBw
rhophémasi khreestho, used to place the action of administering the gruel in a
temporally ordered sequence, in which it precedes that of giving food. The same
temporal collocation in a sequence can be observed in (32), which, instead of the
structure with yp&opow khraomai, shows the use of the synthetic form pogéw
rhopheo, employed as an unergative.

(31) rtoiot popruact mpoéchev xpeécbw oD
toisi rhophemasi prosthen khreestho tou
ART.DAT.PL gruel. DAT.PL before  use.PRS.IMP.3SG ART.GEN.SG
oitov.
sitou.
food.GeEn.sG

‘Let him use gruels before food.
(HC Internal Affections 9, p. 100, 3-4 Potter (7, 188, 5 L.))
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(32) pund¢ pogeiv unde  mivew Tor L HETX  TO
mede rhophein  mede pinein takhy meta to
nor  sip.PRSINF nor  drink.PRS.INF right.ADv after ART.Acc.sG
Aovtpov.
loutron.
bath.acc.sG

‘Gruels or drinks must not be taken soon after a bath’
(HC Regimen in Acute Diseases 18. LXV. 3, p. 66, 2-3 Joly (2, 368, 2-3 L.))

Since they refer to a category of objects on which the action encoded in their
own name must be performed, motdv poton and poé@npa rhophéma can also be
used as predicative phrases, in connection with fully referential nouns which
constitute the dative object of xpd&opar khraomai. In example (33), this structure
is used to express the fact that the sipping of a tticavn ptisané (‘barley infusion’)
may result in excessive fullness: pognpatt rhophémati defines the type of action
in which the barley infusion is involved. In example (34), the exact same action
is expressed by the synthetic verb pogeétw rhopheeto.

(33) Ei pévtor  poenuatt  xpéorto TTIOAVT) [...]
Ei mentoi  rhophémati khreoito ptisané [...]
if however gruel.DAT.sG use.PRS.OPT.3sG barley.infusion.DAT.SG [...]
ayov TANOHOVOSEC GV €lN).
agan plesmonodes an eieé.

too.much.apv filling. NOM.SG PRT be.PRs.OPT.35G

‘If, however, he uses a barley infusion as a gruel [...] it will cause fullness.
(HC Regimen in Acute Diseases 15. LVL. 3, p. 60, 22-23 Joly (2, 346, 6-7 L.))

(34) petax MV K&Bapov TLIOAVNG dvo TpuPAia
meta ten katharsin ptisanes duo tryblia
after ART.ACC.SG cleaning.Acc.sG barley.infusion.GEN.SG two bowl.Acc.pL
POPEETW.
rhopheeto.

Sip.PRS.IMP.3SG

‘After the cleaning, let him sip two bowls of barley infusion’
(HC Internal Affections 13, p. 116, 13-14 Potter (7, 200, 13-14 L.))

The same happens with motov poton. Example (35) prescribes the use of water
as the drink for recovering from a fracture, and the avoidance of wine. This infor-
mation is conveyed with yp&opou khraomai, bdat hydati and oive oino as dative
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objects, and ot poto as a predicative phrase. The same action is expressed in
(36) by the simple mivw pino, with olvov oinon and V8wp hydor as direct objects.

(35) motd ¢ xpfoBar Vdat, Kol pr) otve.
poto de khresthai hydati, kai me oino.
drink.DAT.SG PRT use.PRS.INF water.DAT.SG, and not wine.DAT.SG
‘For drink use water and not wine.
(HC Fractures 11, p. 21, 4 Jouanna—-Anastassiou—Roselli (3, 458, 8-9 L.))

(36) pnd’ oivov TUVET® OAAQ podoTtor pev DOwp.
med’ oinon pineto alla malista men hydor.
not wine.Acc.sG drink.Prs.IMP.35G but mostly.ADV PRT water.Acc.sG
‘He should not drink wine, but preferably water. ’
(HC Diseases IT 72. 2, p. 212, 7-8 Jouanna (7, 110, 10-11 L.))

oitog sitos can be found in the exact same function. In example (37), for in-
stance, a diet based on barley cakes is prescribed by a structure with xp&opou
khraomai, paln maze as a dative object and cit sito as a predicative phrase.

(37) oitw 5¢ xpnodw padn poABoki
sito de khréstho mazé malthake
food.DAT.SG PRT use.PRS.IMP.3sG  barley.cake.DAT.SG  soft.DAT.SG
ATPLTTE.
atripto.

unkneaded.DAT.SG

‘As food let him employ soft unkneaded barley-cake’
(HC Internal Affections 51, p. 244, 9-10 Potter (7, 294, 10-11 L.))

Unlike wot6v poton and poéenpa rhophéma, however, 6itog sitos is not deverbal.
Nevertheless — and this is a crucial point — it still refers to a category into which
referential objects may fall on the basis of their involvement in a typical action:
that of being eaten.3® According to Hale & Keyser (1987), Hale & Keyser (1993),
verbs like ‘eat’, which can be used either as unergatives (“John ate”) or transitively
(“John ate the bread”) have a form of “internal” predefined object. This is why,
if the action is mentioned without the need to better specify the type of food

*The importance of the semantic traits which give information about the typical action into
which an object is involved or typically used has been underlined by Pustejovsky (1995: 76-81),
who labelled them as part of the ‘telic quale’, one of the four main “sections” (the “qualia”)
in which semantic traits that are involved in generative transformations of meaning can be

divided.
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eaten, the verb can be used intransitively: if taken as a whole, the involvement
of the class of ‘food’, that could recur as an argument, is already fully identified
by the meaning of the verb. This may be the reason why, if used as a predicative
phrase in an SVC with yp&opow khraomai, a noun such as oitog sitos identifies
the action of eating, as é60iw does in (38): it refers to the class of objects that is
part of the logical structure of this action.

(38) To d¢  Aourov ToD XpOvou
To de loipon tou khronou
ART.ACC.SG PRT remaining.ACC.SG ART.GEN.SG time.GEN.SG
Srouthobw pagov Kol Gptov
diaitastho mazan kai arton

follow.a.diet.Prs.IMP.3sG barley.cake.acc.sG and bread.acc.sG
éoBiwv APPOTEPQL.

esthion amphotera.

eat.PRS.PTCP.NOM.SG both.Acc.pL

‘From then on, let the regimen include eating both barley-cakes and bread.
(HC Internal Affections 12, p. 114, 6-7 Potter (7, 198, 14 L.))

Example (31) already proves that oitog sitos holds some predicative power: it
contains a prescription for the use of gruels ‘before food’ - mp6c6ev T00 Gitov
prosthen tou sitou — where the category of ‘food’ is used with a temporal value to
refer to the action of eating. “Before food” stands for “before eating” and tempo-
rality is one of the characteristics that is taken into account to test the predicative
force of a noun (Simone & Pompei 2007: 48-50).

The HC, however, contains some passages in which yp&opot khraomai refers
to the action of eating and drinking in combination with fully referential nouns,
which refer to concrete foods and drinks, without 6itog sitos and motov poton —
of which they are hyponyms - as predicative phrases.

(39) oivey ¢ pédlownt xpriobw, Toiol KpéooLv
0inod de melani khrestho, toisi kreasin
wine.DAT.SG PRT black.DAT.SG use.PRS.IMP.3SG, ART.DAT.SG meat.DAT.PL
omnroiot poAdovr  épBoiot.
optoisi mallon €  hephthoisi.

roasted.pDAT.PL more than boiled.DAT.PL

‘She should employ dark wine, roasted meats in preference to boiled ones.
(HC Diseases of Women I 11, p. 48, 23-24 Potter (8, 48, 5-7 L.))
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Even if they are not predicative nouns, oivey 0ind and kpéaowv kreasin are still
the fundamental element for identifying the action expressed. Even though ref-
erential, they are part of superordinate classes of objects, as those of drinks and
food. Being part of the logical structure of a certain action, this superordinate
class still identifies the typical action in which its hyponyms are involved. Since
the entities represented by these nouns are more specific than the whole class,
however, were this action to be expressed by a synthetic verb, they should recur
as arguments of the verb in a transitive structure, see (40).

(40) xpéag 8¢ éobiétw QAEKTOPOG  OTTOV
kreas de esthieto alektoros  opton
meat.ACC.SG PRT eat.PRS.IMP.3SG cock.GEN.SG roasted.Acc.sG
avoATov, n aiyog EQOOV.
analton, € aigos hephthon.

not.salted.Acc.sG or goat.GEN.SG boiled.Acc.sG

‘He should eat roasted fowl meat without salt, or boiled goat meat’
(HC Internal Affections 1, p. 72, 26-74, 1 Potter (7, 168, 8-9 L.))

The fact that a referential noun such as oivog oinos can produce a predicative
structure if combined with xp&opow khraomai can also be proved by a ‘zeugma
test’ (see supra). In (41) xp&opon khraomai is linked to the predicative noun
Aovtpoiot loutroisi, ‘baths’, with which it prescribes a therapy with baths, and
to olvoiol yAvkéowv oinoisi glykesin. oivoiol oinoisi must therefore hold the same
predicative value as Aovtpoiol loutroisi.

(41) Oepoamedev 8¢ xp1 TG mAevpitidag
Therapeuein de  khrée tas pleuritidas
cure.PRS.INF PRT should.PRS.IND.IMPERS ART.ACC.PL pleurisy.Acc.pPL
OS¢ [...] Aovtpoioi e xpfoBar Oeppoior kol oivoiot
hode [...] loutroisi te khresthai  thermoisi kai oinoisi
thus.ADpV [...] bath.DAT.PL and use.PRS.INF hot.DAT.PL and wine.DAT.PL
yAvkéov.
glykesin.

sweet.DAT.PL
“You must treat pleurisies as follows [...] you must use warm baths and

sweet wines.
(HC Diseases III 16, p. 90, 9-11 Potter (7, 146, 13-15 L.))
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8 Conclusions

xpaopot khraomai is often linked with a dative object which holds the predica-
tive force of the verb phrase, being the element that identifies the type of action
to be realised. The nouns that occur in that position are more or less close to
the traditional definition of predicative noun. The closer ones are katdmAocpo
kataplasma, x\vopog klysmos and kAOopo klysma, which refer both to the action
expressed by the verb from which they are derived and to one of the arguments
that takes part in that action. tpocBetov prostheton, Totov poton and popnpa
rhophéma are still deverbal nouns, but they only refer to one of the arguments
of the action expressed by the verb from which they are derived. The action in
which they are involved is however still inscribed in their own meaning, and this
explains why they hold some predicative force.

Moving further from the core of predicative nouns one finds citog sitos, which
is not deverbal, but refers to a category which can be understood as semantically
involved in the logical structure of the action of ‘eating’. This action is thus the
one recalled by its combination with yp&opar khraomai. Finally, this structure
can also involve fully referential nouns, whose predicative force lies in the fact
that they are hyponyms of a superordinate class of objects involved in the logical
structure of a precise action, like those of ‘eating’ and ‘drinking’.

The further one moves from deverbal and predicative nouns, the more ypdopou
khraomai deviates from its full value, since it does not express the action of ‘using
as an instrument’ the concrete referents of referential nouns, which would indeed
be suitable for such an interpretation. If the verb maintained its full value in
combination with nouns such as oivog oinos, it would express the action of using
wine as a tool, as it happens with water in example (42), which recommends the
use of water while changing the dressing of a wound.

(42) 'Ev 8¢ éxdory 0V ¢mAvciov vdatL
En de hekaste ton epilysion hydati
at PRT each.DAT.SG ART.GEN.PL change.of.dressing.GEN.PL water.DAT.SG
TTOAAGD Oeppdd xpéecBat.
pollo thermo khreesthai.

plenty.DAT.SG warm.DAT.SG use.PRS.INF

‘At each change of dressing use plenty of warm water.
(HC Fractures 10, p. 17, 21-18,1 Jouanna-Anastassiou—Roselli (3, 452, 4-5

L)

The meaning of the expression 0dartL...xpéecOouw hydati...khreesthai is far dif-
ferent from that activated by xp&opon khraomai in examples such as (39), in
which it prescribes the ‘drinking’ of wine and not its use for other purposes.
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In the HC ypdopon khraomai combines with deverbal nouns that refer to ob-
jects which can be conceived as therapeutic tools as far as they are involved
in the change of state prescribed by the verb from which they are derived. This
link of yp&opow khraomai with objects whose function as an instrument involves
their change of state is then extended to other non-deverbal nouns, which refer
either to a class of objects or to a member of such a class. This class is the one
which typically undergoes a change of state in the logical structure of the action
expressed by the synthetic verb which is equivalent to the SVC. The potential
referentiality of these nouns rules out the use of moléw poieo, which would take
its full meaning, prescribing the ‘production’ of the object signified by the noun.
xpoopar khraomai is thus employed to express the interaction with these objects,
realised by acting on them as is typical for the class to which they belong.

It must also be noted that the choice of xp&opar khraomai may also be in line
with the medical purpose of underlining that these objects are functional to the
healing of the patient as much as the employment of a therapeutic tool. The use
of this verb as an SV seems indeed to be far more frequent in the HC than in
other writings (see also supra ex. (41): Aovtpoioci... xpfjcOou, loutroisi ... khresthai,
‘take baths’). Jiménez Lopez (2011), for instance, registers as standard the SVC
dloutav moréopon diaitan poieomai, while the HC counts only two potential oc-
currences of this structure, compared to 25 occurrences of dwxity yp&opan diaite
khraomai3® While dealing with regimen, Hippocratic writings show a special
tendency to express everyday practices, such as walking, with predicative nouns
in combination with yp&opou khraomai. Expressions such as mepurdtorg ypoopon
peripatois khraomai (‘take walks’) appear 20 times in the HC, while being almost
absent from other writings of the Classical Period.>’” This shift is certainly very
interesting for studies focusing on changes induced on SVCs by register vari-
ation, but goes beyond the scope of this paper, whose focus is on Hippocratic
SVCs involving nouns with a potentially referential meaning.

Abbreviations

CO Cognate object
coMp comparative (of adjectives)
HC Hippocratic corpus

3HC Regimen 68, 198, 26-27 Joly (6, 602, 1-2 L.); HC Diseases of Women 111, p. 48, 17 Potter (8, 46,
24-48,11L.).

Only two occurrences of mepundte xp&opou peripatd khraomai can be found in Xenophon,
Oeconomicus 11 [Socratic dialogue, prose])
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