
OS-FAIR support 
 at national level

Alina Irimia, PhD 
Open Science Projects coordinator, UEFISCDI

FAIR-IMPACT Roadshow Romania 
Collaborative FAIR Data Practices & Tools
October 8th, 2024



• OS strategic framework
• From policy to practice 
• OS community 

OS-FAIR support 
 at national level



National strategic framework for Open Science

The National Strategy for RDI and RIS3
2022-2027(Governmental Decision no. 
933 of 20 July 2022)

The National Plan for Research, 
Development and Innovation 
2022-2027(Governmental Decision 
no. 1188 of 29 Sept. 2022) 

The White Paper of the Transition 
to Open Science (2023-2030)

https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/615f0ec368dc44a3d513e3ba/63a23b5a3853df2aac215bc1_Carte%20Alba%20OS_18.12.pdf#page=33&zoom=100,92,126
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/615f0ec368dc44a3d513e3ba/63a23b5a3853df2aac215bc1_Carte%20Alba%20OS_18.12.pdf#page=33&zoom=100,92,126


Core strategic actions

- Mandatory OA to the scientific publications 

resulting from publicly funded research

- DMPs (Mandatory)

- RDM costs – eligible

- Data: FAIR & “as open as possible, as closed as 

necessary

- Infrastructure & services -> EOSC

- Rethinking the research assessment system

- Promotes citizen science

National Strategy for RDI & RIS3 2022-2027
Objective 1.2. Ensuring the transition to open science and facilitating the road towards 
excellence in scientific research
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“open access policies respect the ‘open by default’ principle and are compatible 

with FAIR principles: Fındable, accessible, interoperable, and reusable, in 

accordance with the Marrakech Agreement establishing the World Trade 

Organization, ratifıed by Romania through Law no. 133/1994”

Law 179/2022 on open data and the reuse of information from the public sector 
DIRECTIVE (UE) 2019/1024 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019 on open data and the re-use of public sector information

Article 13 (1)

https://www.open-science.ro/resurse/legea-179-2022-privind-datele-deschise-si-
reutilizarea-informatiilor-din-sectorul-public 

https://www.open-science.ro/resurse/legea-179-2022-privind-datele-deschise-si-reutilizarea-informatiilor-din-sectorul-public
https://www.open-science.ro/resurse/legea-179-2022-privind-datele-deschise-si-reutilizarea-informatiilor-din-sectorul-public


Types of support/ projects proposed to be funded 

- Developing the institutional capacity to implement open 
science practices - ensure alignment with the European 
Union's recommendations and policies on OS;

- Grants for the development of skills needed to implement 
open science;

- APCs & RDM costs– eligible in all projects funded; 

- Supporting the participation of Romania and the relevant 
infrastructure & services in/ for the development of 
EOSC;

- Grants of support for implementation -  OS practices (OA 
and FAIR data);

The National Plan for RDI 2022-2027

Governmental Decision no.1188/ 29 September 2022

29 | 11 | 2022 by Alina Irimia https://www.research.gov.ro/uploads/programe-nationale/pc-cdi-iv/hg-aprobare-pncdi-iv.pdf

Main instrument for implementing the National RDI& RIS3 Strategy 2022-2027.

https://www.research.gov.ro/uploads/programe-nationale/pc-cdi-iv/hg-aprobare-pncdi-iv.pdf
https://www.research.gov.ro/uploads/comunicate/2022/strategia-na-ional-de-cercetare-inovare-i-specializare-inteligent-2022-2027.pdf


Domain 6: Development of institutional capacity for 

research in higher education institutions.

OG 6.6. Support for activities carried out by higher 

education institutions for the development of university 

research:

• Support for universities aimed at developing 

institutional capacity for the implementation of open 

science practices.

Other types of support
The FDI (Institutional Development Fund) aims to support institutional development projects at public 
universities in Romania, funded from the Ministry of Education's budget, with the purpose of increasing 
institutional capacity and improving the quality of the national higher education system.

https://www.cnfis.ro/finantare/dezvoltare-
institutionala/competitia-fdi-2024/ 

FDI

https://www.cnfis.ro/finantare/dezvoltare-institutionala/competitia-fdi-2024/
https://www.cnfis.ro/finantare/dezvoltare-institutionala/competitia-fdi-2024/




White Paper on the Transition to 
Open Science (2023-2030) 

https://www.open-science.ro/cartea-alba-a-tranzitiei-catre-stiinta-deschisa-2023-2030

https://www.open-science.ro/cartea-alba-a-tranzitiei-catre-stiinta-deschisa-2023-2030




From policy to practice

• DMPs requirements & RDM evaluation criteria – PILOT (OPUS 
Project)

• Rethinking research assessment – national discussion
• Data interoperability in health - Veles Project
• Defining recommendation for Curricula & training to develop the 

OS (related) skills 

https://opusproject.eu/
https://opusproject.eu/


https://zenodo.org/communities/opus  

 
https://opusproject.eu/ 

https://zenodo.org/communities/opus
https://opusproject.eu/


Broader aim
➢ Support implementation of 

FAIR & OS at national level 
according to the national OS 
strategic framework

➢ Introduce OS & FAIR 
requirements in publicly 
funded research projects. 

Pilot

Scope of OPUS pilot
The pilot at UEFISCDI is embedded in the National 
Research, Development, and Innovation Funding 
Programme on ‘Centres of Excellence’ 

Pilot duration: 18 months – starting Jan. 2024



Centres of Excellence 
(CoE) funding call

Purpose

• Consolidation of Romanian scientific research by 
establishing partnerships in areas of demonstrated 
scientific excellence of research organizations, in 
order to form a critical mass of researchers and the 
interdisciplinarity needed to address some challenges 
from the Strategic Research Agenda.

230 mil. Euro budget
The programme is expected to fund up 
to 20 projects



OS practices & RDM – part of Implementation requirements

Funding Application - PN-IV-PRO-CoEx-2024-1

https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/resource-867720-Section-BCoEx.docx 

https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/resource-867720-Section-BCoEx.docx


Evaluation sheet
https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/resource-867381-Fisa-evaluareCoEx.pdf 

https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/resource-867381-Fisa-evaluareCoEx.pdf




Policies

Implementation 
steps

Trainings – capacity 
consolidation/ building





Future steps

https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/rethinking-research-assessment-conference 

https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/rethinking-research-assessment-conference


Future steps

• FAIR DMPs guides (beginning of 2025)

• DMP template & guides – consultation 
with researchers (march 2025)

• Training session with researchers (spring 
2025)

• Hands-on workshop with staff

• Awareness raising session

HE Data Management Plan Template

Science Europe Practical Guide to
the International Alignment of
Research Data Management

DMP feedback/ co-creation?

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents;programCode=HORIZON
https://www.scienceeurope.org/media/4brkxxe5/se_rdm_practical_guide_extended_final.pdf


Piloting a new researcher profile – Openess Profile 

https://graspos.eu/rethinking-research-assessment-a-comprehensive-researcher-profile 

https://graspos.eu/rethinking-research-assessment-a-comprehensive-researcher-profile


VELES Excellence Hub 
Strengthening the South-East Europe Smart Health Regional Excellence and Boosting the 
Innovation Potential

https://veleshub.eu 

https://veleshub.eu/


1) Analysis of policies and practices (both nationally and 

internationally) regarding the development of skills and 

competencies necessary for open science: managing FAIR 

scientific information, open access to research results, the 

use of specific standards and protocols, management of 

open educational resources, etc.;

Defining recommendation for Curricula & training 
Increasing the relevance of education and training systems for the labor market, in the context of 
the use and development of digital and entrepreneurial skills and the promotion of a stimulating 
environment for lifelong learning.

3) Co-creation of recommendations for a competency framework needed for 

open science: building the skills & capacities for students, researchers, 

academic and research institution staff, and other relevant actors in the private 

and public sectors, as well as civil society, to implement open science 

[alignment with international provisions and SNCISI O1.2, "The White Paper on the Transition 

to Open Science"].

2) Analysis of the current state of skills and existing 

educational and training offerings at the national level 

relevant for training specialists—such as IT experts in 

data-intensive computing, technicians, engineers, and data 

administrators (data stewards, data curators, etc.);

Research on the development of emerging skills, competencies, and professional profiles 
necessary for open science (A4.4, 18 months).

PROJECT : Adapting the educational offer to labor market demands through evidence-based policy making. 

Education and Employment Program (PEO)



@Andreea Popa, UEFISCDI, OS Community presentation, October 13, online 

Currently – over 1000 
members 



https://www.brainmap.ro 

https://www.brainmap.ro/
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Events
Relevant events national & 
international



National portal for 
OS transition support

https://www.open-science.ro 

https://www.open-science.ro/




https://eertis.eu/

https://eertis.eu 

https://eertis.eu/


Support for infrastructure & services for open science OpenAIRE 
NOAD Romania

International collaboration
Relevant WGs & initiatives

FAIR & EOSC related
Part of the FAIR-IMPACT project (support for FAIR Implementation)

Observer in  the EOSC Association

Co-coordinator of the Romanian Open Science Cloud Initiative (RO-
NOSCI) (NI4OS – Europe project) 

Collaboration with Research Data Alliance (RDA) – support for 
open reseach data & EOSC (OSKH is RDA node ) 

https://www.openaire.eu/os-romania
https://www.openaire.eu/os-romania
https://fair-impact.eu/
https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/ro-nosci
https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/ro-nosci
https://ni4os.eu/
https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/research-data-alliance-rda


International collaboration
Relevant WGs & initiatives

OS & Research Assessment 

UEFISCDI
51 early signatories of CoARA

WG: Improving practices in the assessment of research proposals 
(Europen Commission) 
WG: Towards Open Infrastructures for Responsible Research 
Assessment (OpenAIRE) 

DORA signatory

Science Europe (WG on OS, WG Research Culture, TF on 
Recognition Systems, TF on Open Research Software; TF 
on EOSC) 

OPUS (Open Universal Science) project

GraspOS project: next Generation Research Assessment 
to Promote Open Science

IAU WG on OS

https://coara.eu/
https://sfdora.org/
https://www.scienceeurope.org/
https://opusproject.eu/
https://graspos.eu/
https://www.iau-aiu.net/technology?onglet=2


Questions/ Discussion

Thank you!

____________

Alina.Irimia@uefiscdi.ro

www.linkedin.com/in/alina-irimia

http://www.linkedin.com/in/alina-irimia
http://www.linkedin.com/in/alina-irimia
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