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INTRODUCTION

Manuscript fragments have been an integral part of
many research fields. Since 19th century the growing
interest in disecta membra has led to the institution of
a new special branch called FRAGMENTOLOGY. The
studying of fragments cannot be exclusively conduct
by paleographers, it is compulsory that other domains
like philology, musicology and digital humanities are
able to cooperate.

Our interest is directed at those manuscript
fragments which are re-used as bookbinding.

METHODOLOGY

e From the archive to the transcription. Firstly, our
research starts in archives, where we embark in a
litterally field research.

e The reemerged fragments are ranked in a regesto.

e First transcription. In this case we can take
advantage of some tools for automatic
transcription, such as Transkribus or e-Scriptorium,
that might help the comprehension of ruined
fragmments or those which are still part of
bookbindings.

e Second transcription. We check the first
transcription and we problematize errors or
misprint.

e Philological analysis. We identify the text - or
textes - transmitted by the new fragment, and we
study it in relation to its complete manuscript
tradition.

e Linguistic analysis. It helps to geo-localize our
fragments.

e Cataloguing. We catalogue our datas so we can
implement online data bases such as
Fragmentarium.
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HYPOTHESIS

e How can philologists employ
fragments in their critical
editions?

e« How can tools for automatic
transcription help?

e Can we use NLP tools to improove
linguistic analysis and geo-
localization of fragments?

RESULTS

e At the moment we just verified
some transcriptions supported by
Transkribus and the very first
comparalsons are encouraging.

CONCLUSION

e We genuenely hope to get encouraging
results as we will be able to improve
the study of manuscript fragments and
guarantee more connections among all
the disciplines that work with disiecta
membra.
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