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Day 1: Understand the Evolution of Scholarly Publishing

• Explore the history of scholarly publishing, the development of open access, and the drivers that 
have contributed to the rise of predatory practices in open access scholarly publishing.

Day 2: Recognize and Address Predatory Publishing

• Develop an awareness of low-quality and predatory behaviors in scholarly publishing and 
understand their impact on researchers, institutions, and the public.

Day 3: Implement and Advocate for Best Practices

• Identify effective interventions to lessen the reach and impact of deceptive and low-quality journals 
and discuss strategies to prevent predatory practices in scholarly publishing.

Goals for the course

Day Date Pacific Time 
(PT)

Mountain Time (MT) Central Time 
(CT)

Eastern Time 
(ET)

Day 
1

Tuesday, July 23, 2024 4:00 – 5:30 pm 5:00 – 6:30 pm 6:00 – 7:30 pm 7:00 – 8:30 pm

Day 
2

Wednesday, July 24, 
2024

4:00 – 5:30 pm 5:00 – 6:30 pm 6:00 – 7:30 pm 7:00 – 8:30 pm

Day 
3

Thursday, July 25, 2024 4:00 – 5:30 pm 5:00 – 6:30 pm 6:00 – 7:30 pm 7:00 – 8:30 pm
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Lesson overview

• Polluting the scholarly record with poor science 
• Risk of poor research being used to inform public 

policy 
• False claims being picked up and shared on social 

media  
• Lowering the estimation of open access journals to 

the research community

• Reputational damage 
• Low citation rate 
• Research that is non-discoverable or has low 

exposure 
• Wasting of money, time and/or energy 
• Feelings of frustration or shame 
• Unable to count publications toward promotion

General Impacts Researcher Impacts

Institutional Impacts

• Highlights institutions inadequate mentoring 
• Displays ineffective support for good scholarship  

• Draining of research money to predatory 
publishers 

• Wasting efforts of people and materials 

What’s the big deal with publishing in a deceptive or low quality journal? 

Economic Impacts



1. Introduction
How do researchers feel about publishing in low quality or deceptive journals? 

Figure 1
Figure 2



Behaviors of Deceptive and Low-Quality Journals 

International Journal of Modern Pharmaceutical Research 
Society of Advanced Healthcare Research
ISSN 2319-5878

Links to Information

Evaluation Resources

• COPE
• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) 
• The InterAcademy Partnership (IAP)  

Evaluation Worksheet

• https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1N1cUGuvkbicWdgKtf_
4Yl1HpLgckKkkt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=1082263141748086784
44&rtpof=true&sd=true

• Web of Science Master Journal List
• WorldCat
• ISSN portal

https://ijmpronline.com/
https://publicationethics.org/resources/guidelines-new/principles-transparency-and-best-practice-scholarly-publishing
https://blog.doaj.org/2020/07/01/doajs-basic-criteria-updated-and-rewritten-in-plain-english/
https://www.interacademies.org/publication/predatory-practices-report-English
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1N1cUGuvkbicWdgKtf_4Yl1HpLgckKkkt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108226314174808678444&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1N1cUGuvkbicWdgKtf_4Yl1HpLgckKkkt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108226314174808678444&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1N1cUGuvkbicWdgKtf_4Yl1HpLgckKkkt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108226314174808678444&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://mjl.clarivate.com/home
https://search.worldcat.org/
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2319-5878


Behaviors of Deceptive and Low-Quality Journals 

International Journal of Musculoskeletal Disorders 
from Gavin Publishers (ISSN: 2690-0149)

Links to Information

• Web of Science Master Journal List
• WorldCat
• ISSN portal
• Retraction Watch
• Note also Musculoskeletal Disorders by BioMed Central 

https://bmcmusculoskeletdisord.biomedcentral.com/ 

Evaluation Resources

• COPE
• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) 
• The InterAcademy Partnership (IAP)  

Evaluation Worksheet

• https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1N1cUGuvkbicWdgKtf_
4Yl1HpLgckKkkt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=1082263141748086784
44&rtpof=true&sd=true

https://www.gavinpublishers.com/journals/board_members/international-journal-of-musculoskeletal-disorders
https://publons.com/journal/81849/international-journal-of-musculoskeletal-disorders/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/international-journal-of-musculoskeletal-disorders/oclc/1134769711&referer=brief_results
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2690-0149
https://retractionwatch.com/2017/05/04/publisher-backs-dispute-society-journal-name/
https://bmcmusculoskeletdisord.biomedcentral.com/
https://publicationethics.org/resources/guidelines-new/principles-transparency-and-best-practice-scholarly-publishing
https://blog.doaj.org/2020/07/01/doajs-basic-criteria-updated-and-rewritten-in-plain-english/
https://www.interacademies.org/publication/predatory-practices-report-English
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1N1cUGuvkbicWdgKtf_4Yl1HpLgckKkkt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108226314174808678444&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1N1cUGuvkbicWdgKtf_4Yl1HpLgckKkkt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108226314174808678444&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1N1cUGuvkbicWdgKtf_4Yl1HpLgckKkkt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108226314174808678444&rtpof=true&sd=true


• Other journals to review: 
• The Journal of Pediatric Ethics from Children’s Minnesota available at: 

https://www.childrensmn.org/about-us/clinical-ethics/journal-pediatric-ethics/

• Hong Kong Journal of Social Sciences: http://hkjoss.com/index.php/journal

• International Journal Of Environmental Research And Public Health : 
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/ijerph

Behaviors of Deceptive and Low-Quality Journals 

https://www.childrensmn.org/about-us/clinical-ethics/journal-pediatric-ethics/
http://hkjoss.com/index.php/journal
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/ijerph


Predatory Author Services and Conferences 



Introduction – Day 2
Wrap-up

• Defined predatory publishing

• Covered a spectrum of publishing 
practices

What we did today

unacceptable low quality low quality deceptive reputable



∙ Day 3: Dobson, H. (2016). Think.check.submit.: The campaign helping researchers 
navigate the scholarly communication landscape. Insights: The UKSG Journal, 29(3), 
228-232. https://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.323

Pre-reading: Day 3

https://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.323
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