
MISCELLANEOUS   NOTES

Snake   frequents   the   estuaries   is   established
beyond   doubt   (Murthy   1977).   Local   fisher-

men call  the  Beaked  Sea  Snake  ‘Dushta  Sarp’
which   in   Oriya   means   a  very   bad   snake,   in-

dicating the  fear  for  the  snake’s  deadly  venom
and   its   toxicity.   Another   noteworthy   record
made   in   the   same  trip   is   that   of   the   Smooth
Water   Snake   Enhydris   enhydris,   a  juvenile
(450   mm)   of   which   was   picked   up   from   the
shallow   waters   of   the   lake   at   Ghodedowda
village.
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It  may  therefore  be  concluded  that  the  speci-
mens of  the  Dwarf  Rock-Lizard,  the  Beaked

Sea   Snake,   and   the   Smooth   Water   Snake   are
not  only  additions  but  also  the  first   document-

ed records  from  the  Chilka  lagoon.
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20.   RETENTION   OF   EGGS   BY   THE   EMYDINE   TURTLES
KACHUGA   TECTUM   TECTUM   AND   KACHUGA   SMITHI

Turtles   are   known   to   have   a  tendency   to
retain   eggs   either   in   the   oviduct,   cloacal   bursa
or   in   the   abdominal   cavity   (Risley   1933,
Cagle   1944,   Cagle   and   Tihen   1948,   Duda   and
Gupta   1978).   The   retention   has   been   attri-

buted to  unfavourable  weather  conditions  or
lack   of   proper   facilities   for   egg   laying   during
laying  season.

On   22.4.1977,   a  specimen   of   Kachuga
tectum   tectum   was   noted   to   have   a  shelled
egg   inside   its   highly   distended   right   cloacal

bursa.   The  ovary  looked  spent  and  showed  the
presence  of   11   ruptured  follicles,   7  in   the  right
and   4  in   the   left,   all   of   which   were   at   nearly
the   same   stage   of   differentiation   into   corpora
lutea.   The   oviducts   were   fully   developed   but,
did   not   show   any   eggs   within.   In   weight   and
measurements   and   external   and   internal   fea-

tures,  the  turtle   looked  a  healthy   normal
female.

Judged   from   the   number   of   the   ruptured
follicles   in   the   two   ovaries,   the   turtle   had
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obviously   ovulated   11   eggs   but   laid   only   10,
the   odd   one   having   pushed   its   way   into   the
cloacal   bursa   and   got   stranded   here.   The   egg
was  38   mm  in   its   longest   axis   and  21   mm  in
its   maximum   girth,   which   compared   favour-

ably with  normal  eggs  of  the  species.  Addi-
tionally, a lot  of  intestinal  debris  had  filled  the

cloacal   bursa   containing   the   egg.   The   left   side
cloacal   bursa   was,   however,   in   a  collapsed
state   and   did   not   contain   any   filling   material.

The   finding   of   an   egg   inside   the   right
cloacal   bursa,   in   Kachuga   tectum   tectum,   is
almost   identical   to   Dobie’s   (1968)   finding   of
eggs   in   the   urinary   bladder   in   turtle,   Macro-
clemys   temmincki.   He   attributed   such   abnormal
position   of   eggs   in   his   turtle   to   some   carapa-
ceal   deformity   and   consequent   crowding   of
reproductive   structure.   In   the   Kachuga   tectum
tectum,   on   the   contrary,   carapace,   orientation
and   spacing   of   internal   viscera   was   normal
and,   therefore,   could   not   have   contributed   to
the   wrong   channelling   of   the   egg   into   the
cloacal   bursa,   nor   could   it   be   attributed   to
unusual   simultaneous   movement   of   two   eggs
from   opposite   oviducts   into   the   cloaca   lead-

ing to  overcrowding.  It  appears  that  the  pre-
sence of  shelled  eggs  in  any  unorthodox

situation   is   just   a  matter   of   accident.

While   in   a  mature   female   of   Kachuga
smithi,   a  shelled   egg   (37   x  22   mm)   was   found
present   in   the   right   oviduct,   collected   on   April
4,   1978.   No   Corpora   lutea,   fresh   or   old   were
to  be  found  in  its  ovaries.
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Retention   of   a  single   egg   in   the   oviduct   of
Kachuga   smithi   in   the   month   of   April,   speaks
for   unseasonal   presence   and   irregular   depo-

sition, because  in  this  species  the  normal
months   of   laying   are   from   late   August   to   the
middle   of   November   and   clutch   size   ranges
from   3  to   11   (Gupta   1979).   Irregular   depo-

sition of  eggs  in  turtles  is  already  in  record
(Miller   1932)   who   reported   about   a  gopher
turtle  that  deposited  egg  on  October  4,  another
on   7th,   2  on   8th,   and   5th   on   the   30th   of
October.   He   contributed   this   irregular   depo-

sition to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  for  laying.
Additionally   the   retention   of   a  soliary   egg   in
the   oviduct   without   any   trace   of   corpora   lutea
in   the   ovaries   may   also   indicate   that   the   re-

tained egg  is  a laggard  which  has  failed  to  get
deposited   alongwith   other   members   of   its
clutch.   The   last   clutch   has   apparently   ovi-

posited quite  sometime  back  sufficiently  early
to   let   all   the   corpora   lutea   to   heal   up.   This
odd   observation   may   turn   out   to   be   an   im-

portant one,  because  it  tends  to  conflict  with
functional   relationship   between   the   Corpus
luteum   and   the   maintenance   of   eggs   inside
the  oviduct.
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21.   TURTLES   USING   DOMESTIC   BUFFALOES   AS   BASKING   RAFTS

(With   a  photograph)

buffaloes   being   driven   into   the   water.

As   soon   as   they   had   submerged   themselves
I  noticed   a  turtle   clamber   onto   a  buffalo’s

back!   No   sooner   had   I  taken   a  picture   of   this
curious   relationship,   I  saw   another   two   clamber
onto   the   back   of   another   buffalo.

While   on   a  trip   to   Zainabad   to   see   the
Wild   Ass   last   summer   I  was   staying   with   Shri
Shabir   Malik.   In   front   of   his   home   there   is   a
small   tank   that   is   used   for   washing   clothes,
buffaloes  and  cattle.

On   the   first   day   while   photographing   sand-
grouse   that   frequent   the   tank,   I  saw  a  herd   of

Photo.  1.  Turtle  basking  on  buffalo  back.
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