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Goals

To optimise diagnostic methods for the
detection of orchard phytoplasmas (Candidatus
Phytoplasma mali, Ca. P. pyri, Ca. P. prunorum)
in European plant health diagnostic laboratories
and partner laboratories of the COST action
“Integrated Management of Phytoplasma
Epidemics in Different Crop Systems FA0807".

Objectives

To carry out ring-testing trials to validate test
methods for the detection of phytoplasmas from
orchards (e.g.”Candidatus” species -
Phytoplasma mali, Phytoplasma pyri,
Phytoplasma prunorum) in symptomatic and
asymptomatic plants from infected orchards.
Including:

. nested-PCR
. real-time PCR

The topics of this project are complementary to
the activities of the COST action “Integrated
Management of Phytoplasma Epidemics in
Different Crop Systems FA0807".

Key outputs and results

The results obtained in this project showed that
reliable and validated laboratory protocols are
available for the detection of phytoplasmas in
symptomatic and asymptomatic plants from
infected orchards. The protocols (nested and
real time PCR) complement each other, and can
be used to comply with the official testing
programs.
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