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3  

Others?

Questionable accuracy

Access limited to admins

Limited Options

Challenges

Assess reach and “impact”

Identify trends

Determine Value

Gauge Interest

Repository Usage Statistics

Opportunities
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● IRUS service based at Jisc in the UK

● US program is led by Lyrasis

● Uses COUNTER standard

● All IRUS stats are fully open and comparable

● Works with DOIs and ORCID

Institutional Repository 
Usage Statistics

IRUS US Community

https://www.lyrasis.org/programs/Pages/IRUS-US.aspx 

https://www.lyrasis.org/programs/Pages/IRUS-US.aspx
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Stats can be shared, compared, and 

benchmarked

International standard for usage data, 

used by vendors & publishers globally

IRUS produces open, COUNTER-conformant statistics



Standard - COUNTER
Better align reporting on use of content in our 
repository with use of other libraries collections

Better align reporting on use of content in our 
repository with use of content in other 
(non-DSpace) repositories

Slide adapted  from Sadie Roosa, MIT, April 2024
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How it Works

https://irus.jisc.ac.uk/r5/embed/widget/ 

❖ IRUS Tracker Protocol via 
repository tracker code

❖ User clicks to view or download 
an item are logged via OpenURL

❖ Bots are filtered out as per 
COUNTER standard

❖ Stats processed by IRUS server 
and made publicly available

https://irus.jisc.ac.uk/r5/about/policies/tracker/ 

https://irus.jisc.ac.uk/r5/embed/widget/
https://irus.jisc.ac.uk/r5/about/policies/tracker/
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Partnering with other stakeholders - University of Delaware

❖ Graduate school previously only using ProQuest for ETD usage stats

❖  Upon learning that usage of ETDs in the IR could be viewed by anyone 
via IRUS, graduate school more willing to partner with library

❖ Publicly visible stats brings an element of transparency and autonomy 
to other stakeholders who might be interested in usage metrics:
○ Researchers
○ Other offices at your organization
○ Funders
○ Etc.

Reference: Paige Morgan, Univ. of Delaware, 2024
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IRUS Reports

https://irus.jisc.ac.uk/r5/report/platform/irus_pr_master/ 

❖ Platform Report
➢ Select up to 5 

institutions or All
➢ Set date range
➢ Select item type(s)
➢ Select metric type

https://irus.jisc.ac.uk/r5/report/platform/irus_pr_master/
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IRUS Reports

https://irus.jisc.ac.uk/r5/report/platform/irus_pr_master/ 

❖ Platform Report
➢ Lyrasis: Lyrasis 

Research Repository
➢ March 2024
➢ All item types
➢ Total item 

investigations (views)

https://irus.jisc.ac.uk/r5/report/platform/irus_pr_master/
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Justifying Investment in IR at University of Michigan

11

Oxford

Cambridge

Benchmarking 
usage against 
peers

Investment of 
money by the 
Provost

Michigan

Slide adapted from Charles Watkinson, University of 
Michigan, April 2024
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Individual Item Report: 
IRUS and DOIs
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Supporting Researchers - University of Michigan

13

Investment of time and effort by 
faculty members based on ORCID

https://sph.umich.edu/faculty-profiles/greer-scott.html

Slide adapted from Charles Watkinson, University of Michigan, April 2024

https://sph.umich.edu/faculty-profiles/greer-scott.html
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Assessment & Evidence-based decisions

14Fulcrum Deep Blue data
Slide adapted from Charles Watkinson, University of Michigan, April 2024
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Item usage by country
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Slide adapted  from Charles Watkinson, University of Michigan, April 2024
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IRUS works with:
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Wider Implications

How & where are repository items used after they are viewed/downloaded?
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https://makedatacount.org/data-citation/ 

https://makedatacount.org/data-citation/
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Questions & Discussion
Thank you!

sheila.rabun@lyrasis.org


