. PRINCETON
Working around Walled Gardens PROSODY

ARCHIVE
The Princeton Prosody Archive as Workflow o

Mary Naydan, Rebecca Sutton Koeser, Meredith Martin
DARIAH Annual Event | June 20, 2024

THE CENTER
FOR DIGITAL
HUMANITIES
@PRINCETON



Overview

1. What are Walled Gardens?

a. The Digital Research Landscape: How We Got Here
b. Limitations of Existing “Workflows”

c. Additional Challenges with TDM

d. Collaborative DH Projects

2. Case Study: The Princeton Prosody Archive
Overview

Data Sources

Technical Architecture as Workflow

“Dead Ends” & Roadblocks

The Path through the Hedge Maze

3. Futures Beyond Walled Gardens

® oo T o

THE CENTER
FOR DIGITAL
HUMANITIES
@PRINCETON



What are Walled Gardens?




Since 1995-

A closed platform, walled garden, or closed ecosystem is a software system
wherein the carrier or service provider has over applications, content,
and/or media, and convenient access to non-approved applicants or
content. This is in contrast to an open platform, wherein consumers generally have
unrestricted access to applications and content.

— Wikipedia, accessed 2024
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The Digital Research Landscape: How We Got Here

e 2008 Google Books project & lawsuits
— “propertization and privatization of
culture” (Frosio, 2011)

e “Uneven digitization” of texts privilege
works from the US and UK (Risam,
2019)

e Prohibited, costly, or unclear access
for TDM since 2015 (McCracken &
Ran, 2022) THE CENTER
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The Digital Research Landscape: How We Got Here

“[Researchers] seek materials that are
the most relevant to their theses, which
likely come from multiple vendors.
While acceptance of TDM by vendors is
growing, one of the current problems
with vendor-permitted TDM is an
uncooperative, siloed approach.”

Peter McCracken and Emma Raub, “Licensing Challenges Associated with Text and Data
Mining,” JLSC (2023) FOR DiGITAL
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Limitations of Existing “Workflows”
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Additional Challenges of TDM

e Inhibitors to TDM research:
o  Strong copyright laws, privacy, and anti-hacking laws that vary country to country
o Researchers’ lack of legal knowledge
o  Private corporation and government grip on data, which impedes access/sharing &
disincentivizes them from improving data as technology improves

e Effects:

o Lessens cross-border/international collaboration

o Places onus on researcher to transform data into suitable format for TDM

o Leads US-based researchers to avoid certain projects more frequently than EU-based
researchers due to litigious nature of US, despite fair use clause

Patricia Aufderheide, Brandon Butler, and Kimberly Anastacio, “The Chilling Effects of Obstacles
to Accessing, Using, and Sharing In-Copyright Data for Quantitative Research,” Information &
Culture (2024)
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Collaborative DH Projects

e Typically focus on one data source

e Often reinvent what libraries could
be doing

e Digital editions and text corpora
are both workarounds to the
walled garden o

e FrontendUXfocus = @& .

e Where'sthedata? @ -J\

Future of the lerary

TROVE u

ANDREW M. STAUFFER

Basic Search
Boolean Search
Proximity Search
Bibliographic Search
‘Word Index (Phase I)

‘Word Index (Phase
m

Browse (Phase I)
Browse (Phase II)

3
Eighteenth Century Collections Online (ECCO) TCP

Th\f/i]]a Cather Archive

cather.unledu

About ECCO-TCP

ECCO-TCP resulted from a a partnership with Gale, part of Cengage Learning, created to
produce highly accurate, fully-searchable, SGML/XML-encoded texts from among the
150,000 titles available in Gale's Eighteenth Century Collections Online (ECCO) database.
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Case Study: The Princeton Prosody Archive




The Princeton Prosody Archive - Overview

ABOUT v EDITORIAL PRINGETON COLLECTIONS ~ ARCHIVE Q
PROSODY Y

ARCHIVE

Welcome to the Princeton Prosody Archive, a full-text searchable database of thousands of digitized books in English
published between 1559 and 1928. The Archive collects historical documents and highlights discourses about the
study of language, the study of poetry, and where and how these intersect and diverge.

What began as a collection of texts about versification now includes the study of poetry, grammar, literary history,
phonetics, phonology, and many of the complicated ways these discourses converge and diverge over the centuries.
As such, we use the words “prosody” and “archive” in their broadest possible senses, intending for scholars to
understand the incompleteness of all archives and providing a starting point for new scholarship in historical
poetics, historical prosody and the history of linguistics.

The PPA makes several arguments, poses several questions, and welcomes new scholarship based on the work

Full-text searchable
database of ~7,000
English-language works
from 1559 to 1928
about the study of
versification and
pronunciation
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The Princeton Prosody Archive - Overview

ABOUT v

EDITORIAL

PRINCETON
ARCHIVE
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Collections
Original Bibliography x | Typographically Unique x
~ Advanced Search
Displaying 249 digitized works
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Publisher
The Poetry Society.
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Volume
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TROCHEB Only SPONDER
DACTYL ANAPAEST , Grey Kare
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call a line of five iambs an
iambic pentameter, and say
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COLLECTIONS ~ ARCHIVE Q .

Includes “how-to” poetry
handbooks, textbooks,
grammar books,
dictionaries, scholarly
articles, elocution
manuals, pronunciation
guides...

Curated into 6
collections
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Data Sources

HATHI
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echnical Architecture as Workflow
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“Dead Ends” & Roadblocks

English Versification,
1570-1980

®
* ﬂQ L&St

Hypertext Version

T.V. F. Brogan Start here.
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“Dead Ends” & Roadblocks

English Versification,
1570-1980
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Hypertext Version
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“Dead Ends” & Roadblocks

English Versification,
1570-1980
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Hypertext Version
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“Dead Ends” & Roadblocks

English Versification,
1570-1980

®
e, * ﬂg_ l&St

Hypertext Version

T.V. F. Brogan Start here.
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“Dead Ends” & Roadblocks

English Versification,
1570-1980
A Reference Guide

With a Global Appendix
Hypertext Version

T.V. F. Brogan

Baltimore
Johns Hopkins University Press
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The Path through the Hedge Maze

e Leverage the power of your institution

e Devise Memoranda of Understandings (MOUs)
Cultivate relationships with librarians and
vendors

Prepare for change (in contacts & data)

Create a culture of documentation

Team continuity is key

Be persistent advocating for your research
needs
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Futures Beyond Walled Gardens




Futures Beyond Walled Gardens

e Move toward Open Source
options like Internet Archive,
which just made ECCO available

e Generalizable code like the PPA

that cuts across walled gardens

o Partnership/Fellowship with
HathiTrust so that others can create
“PPAs” with different content?

e Cross-institutional leverage
e Cultural Data Collectives
movement
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