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Research Contracts Benchmarking

A high-level comparison between Australia
and the UK

Workload

Australian institutions have a higher workload per individual,
but figures per institution vary widely across the two countries,
from 45 to 430 contracts per full time equivalent research
contracts team member (FTE).

Contracts per FTE

Change in contract volumes

Between 2015 and 2017, Australian participants have seen a
higher increase in average contracts per institution. Some UK
institutions reported a decrease in contract volumes. 2015 2016 2017

Average # of contracts

£395/AU$694

L Average cost per contract

ﬂ I ‘ Even though Australian participants reported a higher number

. ' ‘ of contracts per FTE, the average cost per contract is lower in
the UK.

AU$900/£512

£20,840 difference in
Average salary cost per FTE the cost per FTE

At £67,230/AU$118,120, the average salary cost per FTE, (AU$36,614)
including on-costs, reported by Australian participants is over

40% higher than in the UK. Part of this difference is explained
by the higher cost of living and salary levels in Australia.

Use of software

/3% of Australian participants stated that they use contract-
tracking software, while only 37% of UK institutions reported
the same. In the UK, Excel spreadsheets are more commonly
used.
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This poster is based on an ongoing exercise and the findings reported represent the current state of our analysis. Currency conversions are accurate as of 29/05/2018. Figures are subject to JOi n our gOOd practice sha ri ng WorkShOpS in
change and the full report will be available in July at www.research-consulting.com.
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