
• Results could be used as inputs for the spatial conservation 
prioritization (e.g. protect locations with high CWC potential, low 
fishing pressure and low fishing revenue or landings).

• Results could drive the future effort allocation of scientific surveys.
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• Deep-water coral reefs or sponge aggregations are unique ecosystems 
extremely vulnerable to anthropogenic disturbance. 

• Ensuring the conservation of those VMEs is a challenge that requires an 
accurate knowledge of fisheries spatial footprint.

• Aim:
Quantify the interactions between fisheries and VMEs in the Bay of Biscay 
and their potential dependencies over those vulnerable ecosystems.

Fishing activity

Best model (selected based on its predictive ability) was a nsGLM 
with 4 predictors (summer surface chloro-a concentration, rugosity, 
summer and yearly surface suspended matter).

Van den Beld et al. (2017)

Trawling abrasion 
for year 2005

42% of the area 
predicted for CWC 
habitat is impacted by 
fishing of year 2005.
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