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Usage statistics of a subject repository
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– at a glance

• Is a subject repository for scholarly economic literature: 
https://www.econstor.eu

• It contains:
• Working- und discussion paper series
• Journal articles and research papers
• Conference proceedings, reports and thesis
• Currently more than 150.000 PDF full text files in open access

• Is DINI (German Initiative for Network Information) certified (2010)
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• Is based on DSpace 5.x

• Is a data provider for national and international service providers:
• RePEc – Research Papers in Economics - http://repec.org
• LeibnizOpen – OA Documents of Leibniz Association researchers 

- http://www.leibnizopen.de/home/

• Is optimized for Google und Google Scholar

• Its documents are found in Google, Google Scholar, 
BASE, WorldCat, OpenAire and EconBiz

– at a glance
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– Usage statistics statistics

• Publicly accessible
• Self compiled EconStor download statistics based on project 

COUNTER rules and robotslist – (COUNTER - Counting Online 
Usage of Networked Electronic Resources –
http://www.projectcounter.org)

• RePEc usage statistics compiled by its service LogEc – Contains 
Documents of EconStor which are available in RePEc -
http://logec.repec.org/

• Publicly inaccessible
• Website views are tracked with etracker (not publicly available)
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– Usage statistics by LogEc

• LogEc – Is the usage statistics of the network of RePEc services

• It shows views and downloads per month

• Provides push mail notification for maintainers of data provider
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– Usage statistics by LogEc
• LogEc – procedure for compiling the statistics

1. Removal of robots identified by:
a) The IP number has requested robots.txt at some point
b) An excessive no of items has been downloaded by hosts of the same

C-class net
c) IP belongs to a Domain known to be used by robots, like googlebot.com

2. Double click removal
• Only one view/download per resource per IP and month

3. Application of additional non open heuristics
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– Usage statistics by LogEc
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• The usage statistics is compiled at the beginning of the following 
month and can be viewed online for:
• Communities, collections and items
• By year, month and day
• Also a ranking of the communities and collections is provided, 

based on the no. of downloads

• For each statistics item a top ten of the countries, from which the 
requests originate, is provided

• Partner institutions get a push mail notification, once a month

– Usage statistics
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• Implementation is based on „COUNTER Code of Practice“

• Filtering of apache log files is done by applying the COUNTER rules

• Only valid views/downloads (HTTP codes 200/304)
• Double click checking 10s/30s interval for views/downloads
• User agent filtering by robots pattern list (derived from COUNTER 

robot pattern list)

– Usage statistics procedure
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• Additional filtering of the apache log files, by checks defined by the 
EconStor team

• Filtering by conspicuous class C-nets (excessive no. of 
downloads has been recorded in the past)

• Count only one download per item and day from one IP
• If more than 100 different items have been downloaded on a day, 

from a single IP, all downloads from that IP are dismissed for that 
day (IPs are stored as a salted SHA-256 hash, the salt is 
randomized and changed every day)

– Usage statistics procedure
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– Usage Statistics – march, 2018
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– Ranking of institutions (communities)
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– Referer analysis 2014

no referer
31%

Google Scholar
27%

Google
27%

RePEc
2%

other
13%
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– Referer analysis 2018 (jan.-apr.)

no referer 26%

Google Scholar
44%

Google 22%

RePEc 2%

other 6%
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Thank you!

Questions to:

w.riese@zbw.eu


