
Social Media -
The New Gatekeeper



Martin Giesler 
Journalist & Blogger



Road to new *metrics | COAR 2018 | Hamburg 

3



Road to new *metrics | COAR 2018 | Hamburg 

4



Main difference:
Pull vs Push



Road to new *metrics | COAR 2018 |, Hamburg 

6

Pull
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Push
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Most popular social networks worldwide as of April 2018, 
ranked by number of active users (in millions)
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Social Networks belonging to Facebook Inc



Platforms decide
How people consume media

How people share media
How people interact with each other

What information gets spread



Consequences



Echo Chambers, Desinformation, 
Clickbait, Hate Speech, 

Bullying…
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The biggest publishers on Facebook, April 2018



„I read it on facebook / 
twitter…“



Key take away
Use platforms for your own agenda -

and don`t get used by them.



• Thank you / Vielen Dank!

• Web metrics-project.net
• Email metrics-project@sub.uni-goettingen.de
• Twitter @metrics_project
• Facebook @metricsproject


