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Lesson 1
The easier a package is to get 

into the hands of users, the easier 
it is to get constructive feedback 

on



Distribution platforms

● Language-agnostic packaging tool and 

installer

● Environment manager

● Requires extra legwork

● Python-package centric

● Installs from source (2.x+) or from binaries 

(3.x+)

● Built-in



Lesson 2
A voice spoken is a voice heard, 

and other methods of 
unadulterated feedback



Hands-on Feature 
Sprints & Hack 
Days

● Individuals with vested 

interest that may not have 

development skills

● Maintainers of previous 

iterations of features that 

may not be written in 

python

● Teams that have specific 

workflows that’d like 

replicated



Lesson 3
Respect users’ workflows by 
ensuring piecemeal package 

adoption (because some usage is 
better than none)



Avoiding a 
Walled-Garden

● Exportable, Astropy-ready 
data models usable 
outside SpecViz

● Easy, extensible IO 
infrastructure for parsing 
spectral data into Astropy 
quantities



Lesson 4
Give users the tools they need to 

implement features they want 
(so you don’t have to)



Help others to help you 
help them help themselves

● Where sensible, abstract 
behavior away from the package 
mechanics

● Compartmentalize features to 
make their creation simple to 
integrate later



Lesson 5
Choice, choice, choice; expand 

users’ ability to leverage the 
spectroscopic packages in 

multiple ways
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Questions?

SpecViz: /spacetelescope/specviz

● New release v0.5, now includes user-loadable 

line list labels that pin to plots.

● Performance improvements to loading data, 

bug fixes with arithmetic propagation.

● And more.

SpecUtils: /astropy/specutils

● New v0.3 release, will be available on PyPI 

soon!


