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Google office space 
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Karlsruhe Institute of Technology
Founded in 2006, merging univeristy and research center

25.495 students

9.292 employees with 4.987 working in teaching and research
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KIT Library

KIT Campus South

KIT Campus North

Campus East

Campus West
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~ 2 Mio. volumes (print and electronic ressources)
~ 5000 visitors / day
 Operating 24 / 7 
 960 study spaces in the main library in 
     5 reading rooms, 1 textbook-collection,
     10 rooms for group study

KIT Library
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FB DHBW KIT-Bib. Nord

FB HsKa – Technik
 und Wirtschaft

TheaBib & Bar

FB Mathematik

FB Informatik

FB Wirtschaftswiss.

FB Physik

FB Architektur

FB Chemie

KIT-Bib. Süd
24h-Bibliothek

Lern-
zentrum
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Learning Spaces at Karlsruhe: Challenges
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- Raise in student numbers
    from 15.000 (2002) 
    up to 25.500 (2017)

- Tighter curriculum

- Long exam periods

-  Increase in mandatory 

    group work

- Need to focus in a digitised

    lifestyle



KIT LibraryFriederike Hoebel – Learning Spaces Coordinator

Learning Spaces at Karlsruhe: Challenges
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Representative needs assessment 2015
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8,6

25,1
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Where do you work for individual study

immer am
Campus
oft am
Campus
ausgeglich
en
oft zu
Hause

24,6

32,8

20,8

14,2

7,7

… and if there was enough space on campus?

immer am Campus

oft am Campus

ausgeglichen

oft zu Hause

immer zu Hause

42,5

40,4

9,9

6,6 0,6

Where do you work in study groups

immer am
Campus
oft am Campus

ausgeglichen

oft zu Hause 68,1

26

5,1 0,6 0,3

… and if there was enough space on campus? 

Always on campus
Mainly on campus
Balanced
Mainly at home
Always at home
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The Learning spaces project

Kick
-Off

Learning space 
coordination
Pilot projects

Strategic 
development

Revising planning 
processes

April 2015 – March 2017 April 2017 – March 2019April 2014
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Learning Spaces at Karlsruhe: Challenges
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Kick-Off Workshop

July 2014

• Integration of teaching and 
learning spaces

• Learning space 
coordination

• participation

„resolutions“
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Learning Space Coordination

18/04/181518.04.2018

Faculty / Administrative departments

AG Lernräume /learning spaces 
working group

coordinator

Steering 
committee

VP for teaching and 
academic affairs

& director of KIT-
Library

Pilot 
projects

Pilot 
projects

Send 
members

controls

reports

grants

Send 
members
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Learning Space Coordination
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AG Lernräume / 

Learning spaces working group
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Learning Space Coordination
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Learning Space Coordination
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TheaBib & Bar

a pop-up learning space 

in the foyer of the theatre

KIT-Bibliothek19 18.04.
2018

Learning Space Coordination



KIT LibraryFriederike Hoebel – Learning Spaces Coordinator18/04/1820

    Pilot projects – improving existing learning spaces with limited ressources
    Example: Computer lab, school of architecture:

Learning Space Coordination

Enabling group work, BYOD, switching between 
instruction and individual work

4300,- €
New tables hold 
computers below, new 
cables, switches and 
electrical sockets for 
BYOD
More places
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Pilot projects – improving existing learning spaces with limited ressources

Learning Space Coordination

Steelcase Active Learning Center
Institute for product development
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    Pilot projects – improving existing learning spaces with limited ressources

Learning Space Coordination

Steelcase Active Learning Center, Institute for product development
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Learning Space Coordination

Pilot projects – improving existing learning spaces with limited ressources
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Outreach and Perspectives: Beyond University
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Outreach and Perspectives: Beyond University

Grant application by the city of Karlsruhe – Fonds Bauhaus heute 
100th anniversary of the Bauhaus in 2019

• Ideas for learning approaches in a 
digitised, globalized world

• „Gestaltung“ of the community we 
live in

• Role of communities: enabling 
citizens to participate in digitized 
world

• Role of the library: learning space, 
enabling Information literacy and 
Digital literacy
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Outreach and Perspectives: Beyond University
Cooperation with the center for art and media 
– experimental learning spaces
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The Library as a player in campus development
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The Library as a player in campus development

„Task 
force“

expert

expert

expert

expert

expert

„Task 
force“

expert

expert

expert

expert

expert
• Strategic campus development
• KIT-Library

• House of Competence
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KIT 2025:  Knowledge Hub / Marktplatz des Wissens

- Campus as learning landscape
- Campus as place to acquire and exchange knowledge
- Place for commitment to ideas and projects
- Enculturation in scientific community
- Transfer of knowledge beyond university

- Learning takes place everywhere
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The Library as a player in campus development

• Don‘t take over someone else‘s work

• Contribute your experiences

• Be prepared: Know the needs and numbers

• Pilot new approaches wherever possible

• Cooperate and collaborate

• Get a mandate !!!

• Give it a name

• Communicate results
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Thank you!
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