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Connecting ISNIs and ISSNs

- Rationale for the project:
- Some ISSN Registration agencies, e.g. BL, BnF, BNE, are also ISNI RA; they use 

ISNIs to identify individuals and organisations
- The ISSN Portal contains ISNIs supplied by these RAs
- ISSN IC also retrieves ISNIs when creating metadata
- Improve the identification of publishing organisations in the ISSN Portal

- Objectives:
- Create standardized access points for publishers (500,000) and organisations

(900,000) in the ISSN Portal using ISNI data
- Retrieve existing ISNIs to populate the ISSN Portal
- Upload ISSNs in the ISNI database
- Create new ISNIs where necessary
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Connecting ISNIs and ISSNs
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Connecting ISNIs and ISSNs
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Connecting ISNIs and ISSNs

- Process:
- Test performed with ISNI IA and OCLC Leiden to upload a test file of 50 

multinational publishers
- Some issues with ISNI IA data model for organisations
- Extraction of all publishers’ names from the ISSN Portal done

- Future steps:
- Sort out the publishers’ list to select a preferred name and variant names
- Continue the conversation with ISNI Library sector group to amend the data model
- Explore complementary options, e.g. Wikidata
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Connecting ISNIs and ISSNs



8

Connecting with Wikidata IDs

Rationale for the Project:

- Titles level:
- Improve the identification of journals at the global level and in a collaborative

mode
- Upload ISSNs in Wikidata using a bot

- Publishers level:
- Improve the identification of publishers and relationship between publishers

and between publishers and imprints
- Upload data re 300 multinational publishers with the support of the Austrian

Datahub
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Connecting with Wikidata IDs: Titles Level
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Connecting with Wikidata IDs: Publishers Level

- In partnership with the Austrian Datahub 

Objective: Assessment of the OA output/publisher 
- Test performed with a list of 300 multinational publishers produced by the ISSN 

Network and made available on Zenodo (https://zenodo.org/records/8321076)
- Statements re relationships between publishers and imprints
- Upload data in Wikidata (Autumn 2024)
- Work under progress! 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Academic_Publisher
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Connecting with Wikidata IDs: Publishers 
Level
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Connecting URNs and ISSNs and URLs

- Rationale for the project:
- Use the URN resolver (https://urn.issn.org/) to link an online publication with the 

physical locations, i.e. URLs, where it can be accessed. When no active URL exists, 
provide users with bibliographic information.

- Objectives:
- Assess and enhance the quality of URLs in the ISSN database
- Use data provided by ISSN Registration agencies, by publishers and by archiving 

agencies partnering with Keepers Registry 
- Provide controlled URLs to users through the URN resolver
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Connecting URNs and ISSNs and URLs
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Connecting URNs and ISSNs and URLs

- Process:
- Check URLs in the production database: invalid URLs are not published on the 

ISSN Portal
- Retrieve URLs set up by archiving agencies and record them in a specifically 

created MARC21 field (tag 857)
- Use the URN resolver (https://urn.issn.org/) to link an online publication with the 

physical locations, i.e. URLs, where it can be accessed. When no active URL exists, 
provide users with bibliographic information.

- Future steps:
- Upgrade the URN resolver and include it in the new ISSN Portal
- Feed it with the controlled URLs
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Connecting ARKs and ISSNs

• 67% of Argentine journals are managed and published under OJS 
(Open Journal System) 

• Strong trend towards the use of free and open systems

• Only 5% of Argentine journals charge article processing fees (APC)

• Journal prices are mostly Open Access and free

• Only 37.5% of journals offer permanent identifiers for their articles, 
notably the DOI (problem of payment in dollars). 
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Connecting ARKs and ISSNs

• Implementation of an ARK resolver, a free identifier, in 2018
(http://id.caicyt.gov.ar/index.php)

• Consensus over the use of ARK including ISSN for unambiguous
identification of continuous resources

• ARK-CAICYT considers the ISSN as the authoritative identifier, i.e.
NAAN
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Connecting ARKs and ISSNs
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