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same sacred fire, and to offer the funeral repast to the same ancestor” (de
(Myerhoff, 1978) q319»8n% Am172 ,77°30m R ,(Coulanges, 1956, p. 42
1117 D771 ©2AMIP DY 7AW FARTY 1TV 010OMIT IR

| shall describe a process that | call domestication- a process in which people who
profess their allegiance to a wider religious tradition personalize the rituals,
institutions and perhaps even the theology of that wider system in order to
safeguard the health, happiness and security of particular people with whom they
are linked in relationships of caring and interdependence. Domestic religion,
concerned with the lives and deaths of specific and usually well-loved individuals,
is continually re-created whenever human beings personaize or 'domesticate
aspects of an impersonal, universally-oriented religious culture (Sered, 1988a, p.

506).
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No experience istoo lowly to be taken up in ritual and given alofty meaning. The
more persona and intimate the source of ritual symbolism, the more telling its
message. The more the symbol is drawn from the common fund of human
experience, the more wide and certain its reception (Douglas, 1966, p.14).
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