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1.3 Australia’s approach to managing the risk of Xylella fastidiosa 
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Abstract: X. fastidiosa is a pest of major concern to Australia. In order to maintain its current Xylella-

free status, Australia introduced emergency measures in November 2015 (further amended in January 
2016), requiring imports of nursery stock (cuttings, rooted plants, budwood and some corms and 

bulbs) and plant tissue culture material of 89 known Xylella host plant families to be tested and 
certified (off-shore or on-shore) before being allowed unrestricted entry.  The emergency measures, 

which remain in force as of April 2017, are in addition to a range of standard national biosecurity 

measures, and are further supplemented by Xylella-focussed activities that include development of a 
full pest risk assessment, initiation of surveillance activities, preparation of an incursion contingency 

plan, maintenance of diagnostic capabilities, and international engagement with researchers and 
relevant research activities. This contribution will summarise the current position of Australia’s 

activities in managing this biosecurity risk. 
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Abstract: Xylem feeding Auchenorrhyncha insert their stylets deep into plant tissues to feed on 

xylem-sap which may be colonized by the bacterium X. fastidiosa. The pathogen can lead in 

susceptible plants to symptoms like yellowing, leaf scorch, withering of branches and finally dieback. 
The Meadow Spittlebug (Philaenus spumarius) is the only vector of the pathogen identified in Europe 

so far, but the potential role of other xylem feeders needs to be investigated. In the course of the 
European XFACTORS project, surveys are carried out to identify the prevalent xylem-feeding species 

(Hemiptera: Cicadidae, Cercopidae, Aphrophoridae and Cicadellinae) in susceptible crops and their 

natural host plants in Germany. A preliminary list of xylem feeding Auchenorrhyncha and their 
principal host plants identified so far is presented based on the results of the first season of the 

project activities. 
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