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What is Open Data Editor?

● Easy-to-use desktop application to maximise data & metadata 

interoperability.

● Data management with no code!

● Optimised for non-tech people, small organisations, municipalities, GLAM, 

Global Majority, etc.



Its super power?

It uses Frictionless under the hood! frictionlessdata.io
github.com/frictionlessdata



Removing the “friction” in data to move from data to insight 
faster

● Open code
● Data & metadata standards
● Software tools
● Community

frictionlessdata.io
@frictionlessd8a

github.com/frictionlessdata

Your 
data

Descriptor
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Main functionalities

Sort, pagination, 
etc

Local files: no clouds; no vendor lock-in



It was not a straight path



A web application for data validation
try.goodtables.io (2018)

Concerns: data privacy + hosting 

Not our first attempt



● Target audience

● Few interactions

● Alpha not accessible to non-tech audience

● A lot of (great) ideas, but too many for a beta

● Seductive AI

Some bumps in the road



Main takeaways:

● User research
○ Identify your real audience
○ Build a relationship with them
○ Understand their problems
○ & iterate ideas with them

● Don’t underestimate the user experience

1. Audience



Main takeaways:
2. Be driven by simplicity, utility,

and pragmatism

● Start from what you know

● Go one step at a time

● Don’t try to reinvent the wheel
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https://www.explainxkcd.com/wiki/index.php/1425:_Tasks


Main takeaways:

● Data is still messy
○ scraping for non-machine readable data (the infamous PDFs), and 

validating and cleaning data is still taking up people’s time

● Don’t be charmed by the latest tech trend
○ AI brings more problems than solutions
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So what now?

● Release Open Data Editor v1 as a stable application by December 2024.

● Build solid relationships with target communities through pilots.

● Develop a corpus of training material (including tutorials, online trainings, 

etc.) to increase and simplify adoption.

Thanks to the generous support of:



Help us create the Tech we Want!

Could you take 3 mins to help us understand how to make 
ODE more useful?

https://shorturl.at/Fcpmm

https://shorturl.at/Fcpmm
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