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Introduction
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Multilingualism and me

Trier University Trier Center for Digital
Humanities

Alliance of Digital
Humanities Organizations
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Computational Comparative Literary Studies?

What could CCLS be?

Literary Studies

but: Computational (using digital data and methods)

and: Comparative (transnational, transmedial)

Many challenges for conversion

requires multiple areas of expertise

significant challenges of multilingualism
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Three attempts at CCLS

1. Corpus Building: The Diversity Paradox

2. Data Modeling: Linked Open Data

3. Text Analysis: Multilingual Stylometry
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(1) Corpus Building:
The Diversity Paradox

See: distant-reading.net
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The COST Action ‘Distant Reading for European Literary History’
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The ‘European Literary Text Collection’ (ELTeC)
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A closer look: corpus composition in ELTeC

         English ELTeC corpus           Romanian ELTeC corpus
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The Diversity Paradox

ELTeC design goals: enable meaningful cross-language investigations

Balance with respect to key text characteristics
(text length, author gender, prestige)

Inclusivity with respect to language-based literary traditions

Consequence: the ‘diversity paradox’

If the criteria are too loose, balance is compromimsed
(many, but invalid, corpora)

If the criteria are too strict, inclusivity is compromised
(valid, but few, corpora)

In both cases, meaningful cross-language investigations are impossible
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(2) Data Modeling:
Linked Open Data

See: mimotext.uni-trier.de/en
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The project ‘Mining and Modeling Text’
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Linked Open Data: Simple Statements
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Linked Open Data: Multilingualism
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MiMoText Base: Query for themes in novels
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(3) Text Analysis:
Multilingual Stylometry

See: showcases.clsinfra.io
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High-profile cases of stylometric authorship attribution

William Shakespeare:
Craig and Kinney ( )

Molière and Corneille:
Cafiero and Camps ( )

Elena Ferrante:
Tuzzi and Cortelazzo ( )

Galbraith / Rowling:
Juola ( )

2009

2019

2018

2015
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Multilingual stylometry?

 translation ↦
↧ original

fra eng hun ukr

fra fra-fra fra-eng fra-hun fra-ukr

eng eng-fra eng-eng eng-hun eng-ukr

hun hun-fra hun-eng hun-hun hun-ukr

ukr ukr-fra ukr-eng ukr-hun ukr-ukr

Using corpora from the European Literary Text Collection (ELTeC)

Translated entirely into the other languages using DeepL
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Some first results

More information: Dudar et al. ( ).in progress
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Full interactive showcase
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Conclusion
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Take-home message

Good, multilingual corpora are rare and hard to build

Linked Open Data is a huge opportunity for multilingual data modeling

Text analysis is still primarily multi-lingual rather than cross-lingual
(but multilingual LLMs are in the process of changing that)
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Lessons learned

Multilingual research is multicultural research

‘Computational Comparative Literary Studies’ requires multiple competencies

Nobody can learn everything: we need interdisciplinary collaboration

Let’s learn from each other: Computational and Comparative Literary Studies
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Thank you for your kind attention!
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