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Names and ISO codes

Languages and ISO 639-3 codes
Na-Meo [ISO 639-3: neo]
Southern Qiandong Miao [ISO 639-3: hms]
Eastern Qiandong Miao [ISO 639-3: hmq]
Northern Qiandong Miao [ISO 639-3: hea]
Western Qiandong Miao [no ISO 639-3]

Names (Na Meo)
Ethnologue / ISO name: Na-Meo (1 of 62 “Unclassified” languages)
Vietnamese name: Na Miéu



Ethnologue: “Unclassified”
Na-Meo & rint

| LANGUAGE FEEDEACK

A language of Viet Nam

1SO 639-3 neo

Population 1,200 (2002).

Location Northwest Lang Son Province, Trang Dinh district, Cao Minh and Khuoi Phu Dao
villages, Khanh Long hamlet; Cao Bang Province, Thach An district, Ca Liec
village.

Language Maps Northern Viet Nam

Language Status 6a (Vigorous). Language of recognized ethnic group: Hmong.

Classification Unclassified

Language Resources OLAC resources in and about Na-Meo

Other Comments Possible immigrants from Guangxi Province in China.
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Background

* Location: Khuan Hé, Kim Quan commune, Tuyén
Quang province, Viét Nam

* 80 households in the village, all Na Meo

* Autonym: na*>mjau®*ta®> = na®® ‘human being’; mjau
‘Miao’; ta°>° ‘black’

* Informant: Sam Thij Niém (female; born 1972)
* Date of data collection: January 28, 2014

* WAV audio recordings made of approximately 300
lexical items (available upon request)
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Qiandong Miao locations (China)
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Na Meo: closest to Zhenmin & Guncen
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Proto-Na Meo-Zhenmin-Guncen

Sound change:

Proto-Hmong-Mien *-en > Proto-Na Meo-Zhenmin-Guncen *-a
* ‘eye’: "mas ~ *tsei-mas (< P-Hmong-Mien *mugjH)

* ‘tooth’: *mans (< P-Hmong-Mien *hmjinX)

* ‘sun’: *naA ~ *l-nar (< P-Hmongic *hnenaA)

* ‘star’: *gaa ~ *t-gqa~ (< P-Hmongic *qenA)

* ‘field’: *ljanA (< P-Hmong-Mien *ljin)

* ‘good’: *vuc (< P-Hmong-Mien *-?ronH)

* full’: *pas (< P-Hmong-Mien *puenX)

* ‘short’: *laB (< P-Hmong-Mien*?lens)
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Proto-Na Meo

‘nose’: *t-nuic

eg’: *loa

nigh’: *khanc
‘stone’: *gec



Hmong-Mien: NeighborNet graph
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Hmong-Mien: phylogram
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Conclusion

1) Na Meo is a Southern Qiandong dialect (ISO 639-3:
hms) most closely related to the Zhenmin and Guncen
topolects (Southeastern 2 dialect in Wu (2009)).

2) One of the defining sound changes: Proto-Hmong-
Mien *-en > Proto-Na Meo-Zhenmin-Guncen *-a

3) The ancestors of the Na Meo would have migrated from
northern Guangxi to northern Vietnam during the
1800’s due to widespread civil unrest in China.

4) Na Meo is spoken by perhaps over 1,000 people in the
area where Lang Son, Cao Bang, and Bac Kan
provinces intersect in NE Vietham, as well as in one
isolated village in Tuyen Quang province. The Tuyen
Quang dialect is the same language as the Na Meo
spoken in the other three provinces.
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