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Names and ISO codes

Languages and ISO 639-3 codes

Ná-Meo [ISO 639-3: neo]

Southern Qiandong Miao [ISO 639-3: hms]

Eastern Qiandong Miao [ISO 639-3: hmq]

Northern Qiandong Miao [ISO 639-3: hea]

Western Qiandong Miao [no ISO 639-3]

Names (Na Meo)

Ethnologue / ISO name: Ná-Meo (1 of 62 “Unclassified” languages)

Vietnamese name: Na Miểu



  

Ethnologue: “Unclassified”



  

Location

 Khuân Hẻ, Kim Quan 
commune, Yên Sơn 
district, Tuyên Quang 
province, Vietnam

 Only “Black H'Mong” 
village in the entire 
province of Tuyên 
Quang



  



  



  

Background

 Location: Khuân Hẻ, Kim Quan commune, Tuyên 
Quang province, Việt Nam

 80 households in the village, all Na Meo
 Autonym: na⁵⁵mjau³⁵ɬa⁵³ = na⁵⁵ ‘human being’; mjau 

‘Miao’; ɬa⁵³ ‘black’
 Informant: Sầm Thị Niềm (female; born 1972)
 Date of data collection: January 28, 2014 
 WAV audio recordings made of approximately 300 

lexical items (available upon request)



  



  

Qiandong Miao locations (China)



  

Na Meo: closest to Zhenmin & Guncen
Gloss Na Meo 

(Tuyen Q.)

Na Meo (Cao 

Bang)

Zhenmin Guncen Yaogao Datu Yangpai

eye tɕei⁵⁵ma³³ tseẽi⁴⁵³mɑ²² mɑ²¹/4 tsəi3ma6 nn̥ju¹³mo²

²

mu²¹/4 mi²²/4

tooth maŋ³³ mɑẽŋ⁴⁵³ mɑŋ³⁵/3 tsəi3ma6 kwe⁴⁴ mn̥ ei³³/3 mei⁴⁴/3
sun thau³³na³³ lɑ³³nɑ³³ na³³/1 la1na1 nn̥o¹³ nn̥oŋ²⁴/1 nɛ³³/1
star ta⁵⁵qa³³ tɑ³³qɑ³³ qɑ³³/1 ta1qa1 to³¹qo¹³ qeŋ²⁴/1 qɛ³³/1
field tɕaŋ³³ljaŋ⁵

⁵

ljɑŋ⁵⁵ ljɑŋ⁵³/2 - ljan³¹ li²²/2 lei⁵⁵/2

good vu³⁵ vu³⁵ vu⁴⁴/5 vu5 ɣu⁴⁴ ɣai⁴⁴/5 ɣu²¹/5
full pa⁵⁵ pɑ³⁵(ɕiɑ³¹²u³³

)

pɑ³⁵/3 pa3 po⁵⁵ peŋ³³/3 pi⁴⁴/3

short la³³ lɑ³⁵ lɑ³⁵/3 la3 lo⁵³ leŋ³³/2 lɛ⁴⁴/3



  

Proto-Na Meo-Zhenmin-Guncen

Sound change:

Proto-Hmong-Mien *-ɛŋ > Proto-Na Meo-Zhenmin-Guncen *-a

 ‘eye’: *maB ~ *tsei-maB (< P-Hmong-Mien *mu̯ɛjH)
 ‘tooth’: *maŋB (< P-Hmong-Mien *hmjinX)
 ‘sun’: *naA ~ *l-naA (< P-Hmongic *hnɛŋA)
 ‘star’: *qaA ~ *t-qaA (< P-Hmongic *qɛŋA)
 ‘field’: *ljaŋA (< P-Hmong-Mien *ljiŋ)
 ‘good’: *vuC (< P-Hmong-Mien *-ʔrɔŋH)
 ‘full’: *paB (< P-Hmong-Mien *pu̯ɛŋX)
 ‘short’: *laB (< P-Hmong-Mien*ʔlɛŋB)



  

Na Meo innovations
Glo

ss

Na Meo 

(Tuyen 

Q.)

Na Meo 

(Cao 

Bang)

Zhenmi

n

Guncen Yaogao Datu Yangpai

nose toŋ⁵⁵ŋui³³ ȶɔŋ⁴⁴ŋoi³³ nza²²/6 qʰaŋ3ȵu

ə6

tjam³¹ȵo

²²

nzau¹²/6 nzu²³/6

leg lɔ⁵³ lɔ³³ pa³³/1 pɛ1 pe¹³; 

njo²⁴¹

pei²⁴/1 pe³³/1

high qʰaŋ⁵³ kʰɑŋ³³ xe⁴⁴/5 xie1, 

xiaŋ1

xa¹³ xe⁴⁴/5 xe²¹/5

ston

e

gəi⁵³ ge³³ ɣe³³/5 ɣi1 ɣei¹³ ɣe²⁴/1 ɣi³³/1



  

Proto-Na Meo

 ‘nose’: *t-ŋuiC

 ‘leg’: *lɔA

 ‘high’: *kʰaŋC 

 ‘stone’: *geC



  

Hmong-Mien: NeighborNet graph



  

Hmong-Mien: phylogram



  

Conclusion

1) Na Meo is a Southern Qiandong dialect (ISO 639-3: 
hms) most closely related to the Zhenmin and Guncen 
topolects (Southeastern 2 dialect in Wu (2009)).

2) One of the defining sound changes: Proto-Hmong-
Mien *-ɛŋ > Proto-Na Meo-Zhenmin-Guncen *-a

3) The ancestors of the Na Meo would have migrated from 
northern Guangxi to northern Vietnam during the 
1800’s due to widespread civil unrest in China.

4) Na Meo is spoken by perhaps over 1,000 people in the 
area where Lang Son, Cao Bang, and Bac Kan 
provinces intersect in NE Vietnam, as well as in one 
isolated village in Tuyen Quang province. The Tuyen 
Quang dialect is the same language as the Na Meo 
spoken in the other three provinces.
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